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APRIL 5, 1:30 P.M. 
TOURNAMENT 2:30 P.M.
AT COPPER SKY LAKE

Event: $10  
(Ages 5-12)
Pre-registration is  
required and is 
limited to 250 kids.

Lake stocked with bass, 

rainbow trout, catfish, bluegill 

and white amur. 

SATURday, July 4
6-10 p.m.
Copper Sky Regional Park
44345 W Martin Luther King Jr Blvd.

SAVE THE DATE!

VISIT MARICOPA-AZ.GOV FOR MORE INFORMATION
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When 
school’s out, 
come on in.    

We’re open 
evenings and 
Saturdays.

17900 N. Porter Road • Maricopa
www.BannerHealth.com/HealthCenterMaricopa • Connect with Banner Health:   

 Primary care near you.
On-site Labs and X-rays

Call (520) 233-2500 for an appointment.
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ON THE COVER: Maricopan Jesse Ramirez, who is legally blind, displays the 
eSight glasses that could help him see. Photo by Jake Johnson
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Affordable Family Care!

Save Money with the 
Cobblestone Dental Plan
For one low annual fee, you receive 
many of the benefi ts of dental insurance…

…Without the hassles of dental insurance

• Free cleaning for you and a friend
• A comprehensive exam
• Full-mouth X-rays
• 20% - 50% off other dental services
• Options for individuals, families & companies

• No pre-existing condition denials
• No deductibles to meet
• No waiting periods!

Ask about our fl exible in-house
Financing Plans!44600 W. Smith-Enke Rd., Suite 103

Maricopa, AZ 85139

www.CobblestoneDental.com 520.413.0480

PERFECT FOR 
WINTER VISITORS!
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You don’t have to live in Maricopa long to witness one of its greatest assets — a 
generous heart. If our Spring Issue seems to have a common theme of people 
helping others, it was not by design. It was just Maricopa. 

We caught some people helping friends, some helping family, some helping 
great causes and some helping strangers — or at least an odd dog.

After our cover subject Jesse Ramirez nearly died, he 
needed serious physical therapy to be able to talk and walk 
again. His physical therapist became his friend and helper in 
his struggle to regain his independence. Now Joe Matrision is 
helping Jesse’s campaign for restored vision.

Helping in an international cause are the great people at 
Maricopa Relay For Life. All touched by cancer in some way, 
they are lacing up their shoes for the big event at Copper Sky 
to help fund the search for a cure. They all have a story and 
you’ll read about a few of them and why they do what they do.

Another guy who really knows about helping is Ace 
Hardware’s Mike Richey, profiled in these pages. Community service is a way of life he 
learned from his father, and many Maricopans have benefited from it.

In a new Q&A feature on local veterans, you will meet Gregory Faust, who is now 
focused on helping his fellow vets re-acclimate to civilian life and is studying to help them 
through psychiatric issues. Meet the newest member of the Maricopa Unified School 
District Governing Board who has put in his share of community service and still has time 
for fostering children.

The Maricopa Public Library for years was run on the energy of volunteers and is 
now one of the hardest-working municipal libraries in the country. The Maricopa Master 
Gardeners are always happy to offer free advice and are planning a particularly helpful 
class for backyard gardeners ready to harvest.

And then there is Benjie, a small dog with surprising survival skills, whose life was 
changed by a generous Maricopa family.

Generosity comes in a lot of forms around here. We witness it frequently among our 
readers and our advertisers, and we thank you all for making Maricopa the bighearted city 
it is. 

RAQUEL HENDRICKSON
Editor
Raquel@InMaricopa.com
520-568-0040 ext. 3

   Letter FROM THE EDITOR

  TEXT MESSAGE 
AND E-MAIL ALERTS
ED3 is now offering free text message and 
E-mail alerts as a convenient method to 
keep our customers informed of recent 
account activity. Simply call or E-mail the 
ED3 Customer Service Center to request to 

receive electronic alerts such as:

• Payment Confi rmation
• Due Date Reminder
• Past Due Date Reminder
• Account Profi le Change

Customer Service E-mail: 
customerservice@ed-3.org

(520) 424-9021 • www.ed3online.org

19756 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 101

Garage door 
repair, 

service and 
installation. 

623-337-1209

Maricopa Owned & Operated Since 2004. 
Bonded and Insured • 7 days a week.

• Valley-wide service
• Same day service available

Broken springs?

$20 OFF 
Any repair

MI2015
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/InMaricopa                                      @InMaricopa

BY THE NUMBERS 

What kind of business would you most 

like to see come to Maricopa?

NEWS
Catholics break ground at 

The Crossing  Page 6

COMMUNITY

Pushing into the art world  

Page 18

March 2015

www.InMaricopa.com

HI TECH 
BIG BOX 

CLOTHING 

SIT-DOWN 

RESTAURANTS 

HOTELS

MANUFACTURING

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

STORES 

Source: InMaricopa.com poll; 

Figures rounded to nearest percent; 314 total votes

POSTAL CUSTOMER

PRSRT STD

U.S. Postage

PAID

Maricopa, AZ

Permit No. 13

WILLIAM LANGE

Raegene Womack (left) and Danae Ruiz kiss the state championship trophy the Maricopa High School girls basketball team won March 2. Page 26

‘WE MADE HISTORY’

26%

15%
8%

24%

2%
12%14%“I have seen members of the 

community commit selfl ess acts that 

make me proud to be a member of this 

community.” MPD Offi  cer Jenny Alsidez, Page 17

/InMaricopa            

@InMaricopa

FOLLOW US

Where MAGIC happens daily

SALON
• Hair Design • Hair Color • Perms • Highlights 

• Hair Extensions
• Brazilian Blowout
SPA
• Permanent Makeup
• Corrective Facials • Botox Fillers• Chemical Peels • Skin Tag Removal• Makeup Application • Spray Tanning• Professional Waxing • Threading • Relaxing Body Massage • More!

20800 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 116
 Salon: 520-494-2147            Spa: 520-233-8576

Se Habla Español

Salon and Day Spa

20% Off

$100 Off

FREE

Any single salon service

Brazilian Blowout

Microdermabrasion with Facial Purchase

Expires 1/6/15

Expires 1/6/15

Expires 1/6/15

Give the gift of beauty this holiday season with K’Bella gift certificates.

DECEMBER 2014

DE
AL

S

www.InMaricopa.com/Advertising
(520) 568-0040 ext. 2

Informing Readers. Enriching Advertisers.

Vol. 9 Issue 3

FOODNew brand, 
menu for local eatery

BUSINESS
AZ’s only 
ethanol plant is back 

PEOPLE
50+ years 
of service 
for Province resident

HOME & 
GARDENA backyard tropical getaway

FAMILY
Rescued dog now family

THE MAGAZINE

COUNTRY SINGER LAURA WALSH

Future 

+BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE AND RESTAURANT DIRECTORIES

Star

üGet more customers
üMake more money
üAchieve your 2015 goals
 

	Advertise your business to all 20,000+  
Maricopa-area households

	Reach current, future and prospective residents

	Access a team of marketing of professionals  
committed to your success

	Leverage market-leading multi-media products
 

MARICOPA. DELIVERED.
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1. Legacy Traditional 
School presented a 
colorful production of 
“The Wizard of Oz” 
Feb. 20-21.
Raquel Hendrickson

2. Against Abuse,
Inc.’s Seeds of Change
Gala raised more than
$40,000 for its La 
Casa de Paz domestic 
violence shelter  
Feb. 28.
Raquel Hendrickson

3. Jay Cravath was 
informative and 
entertaining at the 
Maricopa Historical 
Society’s “History of 
Maricopa” event at the 
Maricopa Agricultural 
Center March 7.
Raquel Hendrickson

4. MHS basketball 
player Tiara Edmond 
gets a hug on Senior 
Night Feb. 4.
Raquel Hendrickson

5. The Rev. Marcos
Velasquez and
Our Lady of Grace
parish celebrated the
groundbreaking 
of their planned 
sanctuary at The 
Crossing March 1.
Raquel Hendrickson

1

2 3

4

5
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Gallery

The Maricopa High School girls 
basketball team stunned the Arizona 
Interscholastic Association Division II by 
battling their way from a 12 seed to the 
state championship on March 2. In front 
of a large group of fans who traveled 
to Glendale to watch the final, the girls 
defeated heavily favored Seton Catholic 
for Maricopa’s first state title. Danae 
Ruiz was named to the Division II Second 
Team and Section IV First Team. Coach 
Kati  Burrows was named Coach of the 
Year by the Arizona Basketball Coaches 
Association.
Photos by William Lange
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Jesse Ramirez
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E Veteran

Restored vision 
within sight of 
blinded veteran
By Adam Wolfe

Photos by Jake Johnson
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“I just see shapes,” he says.
After the accident, Jesse didn’t just have to 

deal with the injuries. While he was in a coma, 
Jesse’s wife at the time, Rebecca Ramirez, 
attempted to have his feeding tube removed. 
His sister filed a lawsuit with the Maricopa 
County Superior Court to allow the feeding 
to continue, arguing Ramirez had overstepped 
her authority as Jesse’s guardian. 

The fallout of the lawsuit led to then-Gov. Jan 
Brewer signing “Jesse’s Law” into effect. The law 
requires the feeding of incapacitated individuals 
to continue during the legal process if the 
guardian’s decision to remove a feeding tube is 
challenged and no living will is in place.

In October 2007, Jesse was released from the 
hospital. His injuries were so severe he not only 
had to adjust to life without eyesight, but he 
also had to re-learn basic motor skills, he says. 

With the help of therapist Joe Matrishion, Jesse 
re-learned how to eat, speak and walk. 

Despite his progress, the aftermath of the 
accident is still felt on a daily basis, he says. 
Without the ability to see what is around him, 
Jesse often feels scared and worried. Even in 
his own home, Jesse does not feel safe.

“Just the other day I left for an hour, and 
when I came home, Jesse was hiding in his bed 
terrified,” says Matrishion, who is now Jesse’s 
housemate in Maricopa. “He thought he heard 
his door open and close, and he was worried 
someone was in the house. Since he can’t see 
what’s going on around him, he often feels 
paranoid that someone is following him.”

Since the accident, Jesse has lost his sense 
of independence. Due to the head trauma, 
he often needs help from his caregiver with 
communication. He also needs assistance 

preparing his meals and doing basic household 
chores.

The hope of sight was brought back into 
Jesse’s life when he tried on eSight glasses 
in November. Though it was just for a few 
minutes, Jesse was able to see. He was able to 
differentiate colors, describe a chart, and, for 
the first time, he was able to see his good friend 
Matrishion’s face.

The eSight glasses combine a camera and 
hands-free computing system to deliver real-
time video to people with vision loss. The 
components inside the glasses work with the 
individual’s eyes to enhance the quality of the 
images they are seeing. The process delivers 
more data to the eye and triggers an increased 
reaction from its cells.

The glasses also focus and maintain 
peripheral vision, allowing people to wear 
the glasses in any situation from reading to 
walking. It is a true simulation of sight for those 
who are legally blind.

For Jesse, the eSight glasses represent hope 
for the future. If he owned a pair, he would 
have the ability to support himself, he says. He 
could enjoy beloved activities such as cooking 
that he never thought he would do again. He 
could follow his dream of going to law school 
and helping others in similar situations.

Even more significant, Jesse hasn’t been 
able to see his children in nearly eight years. 
When his accident occurred, his kids were 18, 
15 and 13 years old. 

“He’ll be able to be more independent,” 
Matrishion says. “He could get back into his 
hobbies.”

Jesse is unable to afford a pair of eSight 
glasses. His family set up the “Help Jesse See” 
donation page on GoFundMe.com in hopes of 
raising the money for Jesse to get his glasses. 
In three and a half months, the webpage raised 
only $1,735 toward their goal of $15,000.

“I would be excited to see anything and 
everything,” Ramirez says. “It has been so long, I 
just want to see it all.” 

GoFundMe.com/sight4jesse

For Jesse, the 
eSight glasses 

represent hope for the 
future. If he owned a 
pair, he would have the 
ability to support himself.
– Joe Matrishion

Eight years ago, Navy veteran Jesse Ramirez, 44, lost his eyesight in a devastating car 
accident. 

Thanks to the scientific advancement of eSight glasses, he has the opportunity to see 
the world around him for the first time in nearly a decade.

“It was amazing,” he says of his test run with the glasses. “I could see everything, I could see 
all of the colors, I could read fine print.”

But it was only temporary.
Jesse proudly served his nation during the Persian Gulf War. When his service was done, he 

returned home to his wife and children and began working as a mail clerk.
In May 2007, Jesse’s life changed forever when his SUV rolled over near Cooper and Chandler 

Heights roads in Chandler. The wreck left Jesse in a coma. He suffered a broken back, fractured 
neck and severe head trauma. When he woke up, he learned he had also lost all of the vision in 
his right eye and almost all in his left.

Jesse Ramirez watches as 
his friend and caretaker Joe 
Matrishion waves to test the 
eSight glasses at ViewFinder 
in Mesa.
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Mike Richey
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When Maricopa Ace Hardware owner Mike Richey was growing up in Indiana, 
the town’s residents knew where to turn when they needed help — the business 
community.

Richey’s father owned the local lumber yard and was often the first to step up 
and support a cause or help a person in need.

“They always came to my dad first, and if he was on board, everybody would follow,” Richey says. 
Today, as a local business owner himself, Richey is following in his father’s footsteps as a 

champion for his community and those in need. And although Richey and his wife Jacquie live in 
Ahwatukee, their livelihood and their hearts are in Maricopa. They support everything from the 
Maricopa Police Foundation to the Maricopa Historical Society to Maricopa High School.

“It’s the way I grew up and the way we do it,” Richey says. “I see us as being not in the hardware 
business, but in the community service business … we just happen to sell hardware on the side.”

After acquiring Ace Hardware in 2010, the former commercial real estate industry veteran 
quickly became involved in the local community. He started volunteering on the board of the 
Maricopa Chamber of Commerce in 2011 and continues to serve today. 

captions

Mike Richey an ace 
for the community  
By Katie Mayer
Photo by William Lange 

Jim Rives, former CEO of the Maricopa 
Economic Development Alliance, credits 
Richey with helping lead the chamber through 
difficult times as it transitioned away from 
relying on city funding to becoming funded by 
membership dues.

“He is always having an eye out and an ear to 
the ground about what is really stabilizing this 
community,” Rives says. 

Behind the scenes, Richey is also involved 
with so many local and regional organizations 
that he struggles to remember all of them. 
However, one moment that stands out in his 
mind was donating to the Ak-Chin STEAM 
Foundation. The money went toward allowing 
junior high students to build robots and enter 
them into a competition.

 “Two of the robots had names and one was 
Ace and one was Hardy,” Richey says. 

Another memorable moment is when 
Against Abuse opened its new shelter and Ace 
Hardware supplied the facilities with paint 
and other supplies free of charge. Richey also 
supports The Melonhead Foundation, which 
serves children with cancer and their families.

“We try to reach those groups that really get 
the broad effect out to the community,” Richey 
says. 

Mike Richey, owner 
of Maricopa Ace 
Hardware, says his 
father taught him about 
community service.
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Chris Wallace has earned 
72 medals as a Senior 

Olympian and is world 
ranked in his age group 

in the triple jump.

Through Ace Hardware’s national 
philanthropy program, Richey participates 
in the Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals. 
Last year, as part of the program, a 10-year-old 
patient from Phoenix Children’s Hospital was 
selected as the Ace All-Star, and Richey’s store 
hosted him during the store’s annual national 
bucket sale, which raises money for the cause.

“The support was unbelievable,” Richey 
says, “but the support we’ve always had from 
Maricopa is amazing.” 

He adds, “In a lot of ways it reminds me of 
where I grew up in Buffalo, Indiana, because 
this is a very giving community and people are 
incredibly supportive.” 

Maricopa City Councilmember Nancy 
Smith has worked with Richey in support of 
the American Cancer Society’s Relay For Life 
for nearly five years. Smith says Richey has 
been a sponsor every year, providing the group 
materials such as field paint and hardware. 
He also once donated his old point-of-sale 
computers to the organization, she says. 

“He doesn’t even live in the city, but he values 
the people in the city and the nonprofits in the 
city,” Smith says. 

Smith describes Richey as “kind, dedicated 
and sharp” and deeply committed to Maricopa.

“His kind heart just pours out when he 
speaks, and his willingness to give to the 
community speaks to that as well.” 

Rusty Akers, who served on the Maricopa 
Chamber of Commerce board with Richey, 
says the generous hardware store owner has 
also donated to the local football and softball 
boosters.

“He’s just a great person and his wife is a 
great person … he runs his business with the 
community in mind,” Akers says.

And no cause is too small for Richey.
“Every once in a while, we’ll get special 

requests along the way,” Richey says.
For example, when a family needed smoke 

alarms in their residence so they could qualify to 
become a foster home for family members, Ace 
Hardware donated the smoke alarms. In another 
instance, the store donated trees to the Ak-Chin 
Indian Community during an Earth Day event. 

“If you are in business and you’re able to 
help someone along the way, that’s the proudest 
achievement we’ve had,” Richey says. “That’s the 
real purpose of being in business.” 

And although Richey’s father — who first 
taught him the importance of serving the 
community — passed away before he could see 
his son follow in his footsteps, Richey believes he 
would have been happy.

“I think he’d be proud,” Richey says, “but he’d 
probably say, ‘What else can you do?’” 

The best way to fight breast cancer  
is to find it early.

Mammography is the single best tool for finding breast cancer. And at Banner 
Casa Grande Medical Center, we offer digital mammography. That means you 
can benefit from less radiation exposure, shorter exam times and enhanced 
image clarity resulting in 28% more breast cancer being detected. Early detection 
is the best way to protect yourself from breast cancer.

  SCHEDULE YOUR MAMMOGRAM TODAY: (520) 381-6700

www.BannerHealth.com/CasaGrande •  /BannerCasaGrande

Mammograms for uninsured and underinsured women are provided 
through a grant from Susan G. Komen® Central and Northern 
Arizona (Komen CAN AZ). Call (520) 381-6744 to learn more.
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Relay for Life
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E Nonprofit profile

Above: Maricopa Relay For Life 
organizers Ann Norby and McKinzy 
Smith lay out plans for this year’s 
event.

Right: Becky Check, Fund the Cure 
lead for the relay, organized a 
rummage sale to benefit the cause.

Whitney Rivest is the American 
Cancer Society community 
relationship manager for the relay.

Gaby Potter is “People Lead” for the 
relay.

Relay 
For Life 
puts up 
a fight 
Story and photos by  
Raquel Hendrickson

After changing her life to help her mother successfully battle cancer, Rita Jean Caban had her 
own scare this year.

Carol Machovec survived cancer three times and watched a dear friend die of the disease.
Nancy Smith’s mother and brother died of cancer.

Becky Check lost her grandfather to cancer. 
Tobi Smith lost both of her grandfathers to cancer.
Henry Wade is an 11-year survivor of prostate cancer. 
Brenda Campbell is a survivor.
Bret Roberts is a survivor.
Each of these Maricopans has shown a lot of fight against a disease that remains one of the most 

daunting and deadly. They are expanding the battle by being among scores of participants in the annual 
Maricopa Relay For Life.

This year’s Relay For Life, one of more than 5,200 in 20 countries, starts April 25 at 6 p.m. and ends 
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April 26 at 6 a.m. The event is at Copper Sky 
Regional Park, 44345 W. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd. 

The relay is a fundraiser for the American 
Cancer Society and a way for everyone affected 
by cancer to help fund the hunt for a cure.

The Maricopa relay has more than 40 
teams participating. Team members trade 
off walking through the night. Some teams 
will walk around the 5-acre lake while others 
will confine their walk to the area around the 
amphitheater.

The teams have a very active if friendly 
rivalry in gathering donations to the cause. 
Teams sport names like the Caped Cure-
saders, the Tumornators and Bring It On. 
Some teams have many members, others only 
a couple. Some team captains are involved for 
the first time this year. Some have participated 
since the first Maricopa Relay For Life in 2011.

Machovec had her bouts of cancer, but her 
friend Betty’s experience had a different kind of 
power. Betty seemed to have conquered breast 
cancer, but it came back strong. Machovec 
went from visiting every day to becoming a 
caretaker while Betty went under hospice care 
and eventually passed away.

“I knew I needed to do this for her,” says 
Machovec, a member of the Copa Skywalkers 
team.

Caban quit her job and moved west to take 
care of her mother when she received a cancer 
diagnosis. That was in 2004. Her mother now 
lives in Jericho ministering to Muslim women 
in the refugee camp.

“She’s doing just great,” Caban said.
Caban came to the Maricopa Relay For 

Life two years ago. This year, as she prepared 
her team for the next event, she had to have 
a biopsy to determine if her own health 
issues were cancer. To the relief of many, the 
diagnosis was not cancer.

Wade, who had his cancer diagnosis at 
age 49, also has a clean bill of health. He got 
involved with the relay the first year. This 
year, he is the lead of the Survivor’s Dinner. 
Free to cancer survivors and their caregivers, 
the dinner is 6 p.m. on April 10 at Harrah’s 
Ak-Chin.

At the relay itself, Copper Sky has up to 60 
campsites on the Great Lawn for participants 
as they walk through the night. Activity lead 
McKinzy Smith says there will be games for 
all and bounce houses for the kids. There will 
also be live music to accompany the walkers by 
Touch of Class.

The evening starts with the survivor’s walk 
and the lighting of luminaria, hallmarks of 
Relay For Life events across the country. 

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 126

www.MFAAC.com

Maricopa 
Foot and Ankle

Dr. Alex Stewart

Dr. C. John Beecroft

Dr. Kelvin Crezee

(520) 494-1090

• Ingrown toenails
• Sprains & fractures
• Athletic injuries
• Warts

• Plantar fasciitis
• Varicose veins treatment
• Ankle and foot surgery
• Bunions and bone spurs

www.SpoonerPhysicalTherapy.com

Experience 
Health in Motion!

(480) 860-4298

Demand Excellence

Chime in!

Q: What is

Learn more about these and other local jobs 
at InMaricopa.com/Classifieds.

Join our growing team. 
We’re currently interviewing for:

·  Sales (PT & FT)
·  Bookkeeper (PT)

A: The average commute 
time for people who work at 
InMaricopa.

6minutes?
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E Veterans Q&A By Janet Buckwalter

 Gregory Faust  
 
Age: 31  
Hometown: Tucson  
Pets: Two boxers (Spartacus and Dixie) 
and one “weenie dog” (Lucy) 
Hobbies: Working out, motorcycle 
riding, sports and taking a good nap 
Age of enlistment: 19 
Years in military: 9½  
Branch of service: Army 
Current occupation:  
Co-owner and coach at CrossFit 
347; full time nursing student

Why did you join the military? 
I enlisted in the Army right after 9/11 
occurred. I was in college at the time and 
entry level classes paled in comparison to 
possibly traveling around the world and 
getting out of Tucson. I remember watching 
the terrorist attack unfold on television 
that morning and was pretty angry. I think 
everyone was really angry, and I was in a 
position in my life to do something about it. 

Where did you serve? 2nd Infantry 
Division in South Korea. Three tours of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom with the 3rd Infantry 
Division in Georgia. 

What brought you to Maricopa? My wife 
and I wanted to experience a different lifestyle 
after living in the south. I originally grew up 
in Arizona and moving back offered many 
opportunities. 

Gregory Faust (center) served three tours in Iraq.
Submitted
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Give your child the gift
of a Montessori education

TUITION FREE KINDERGARTENELEMENTARY
CHARTER SCHOOL

 Our mission
Empowers every child to realize their fullest potential through active, refl ective and creative educationFosters a love for learning through active partnerships involving students, parents, teachers, staff  and communityEmbraces our diversity and unique talents in a safe, challenging, respectful and supportive environmentRecognizes that personal growth involves responsibility towards 

ourselves, others and the earth, thus becoming self-determined, 
self-motivated and contributing members of society.

44301 W. Maricopa/CG Hwy., Maricopa, AZ 85138
Camino Montessori is a 501(c)3 committed to diversity and non-discriminatory practices.

NOW ENROLLING  SPACE LIMITED

(520) 868-6145
www.caminomontessori.org

What were some challenges you faced 
entering civilian life? I believe challenges 
are pretty universal for most soldiers when 
re-entering civilian life, and especially after 
deployments back from the Middle East. The 
military teaches you to speak bluntly, effectively 
and without doubt. Civilians tend to be pretty 
taken aback by that type of communication, 
and with some understanding. But it has lent to 
some awkward social dynamics for sure. I think 
a large challenge facing almost every soldier or 
military person returning to civilian life is the 
negative stigma associated with our service. A 
lot of people view veterans as broken, mentally 
unstable and with non-tangible skillsets. But 
that couldn’t be further from the truth. Veterans 
are a “jack of all trades” and can adapt to any 
work environment. 

What are your future plans? Currently 
I’m finishing my Bachelor of Science degree in 
Nursing at Grand Canyon University and will 
graduate in August with honors. I plan to further 
my education in the masters program as a nurse 
practitioner. I will be working in the psychiatric 
field. I choose this route as a means to take care 
of my fellow veterans by providing much needed 
care for them. Lack in availability of care for 
psychiatric issues should never happen. 

“

”

We’ve tried other news-
papers and always come 
back to InMaricopa. 
They have great products, 
and they work.
– Dr. C. Jon Beecroft 
Maricopa Foot & Ankle

Maricopa. Delivered.

(520) 568-0040
www.InMaricopa.com/Advertise
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Two years ago, Thunderbird Farms residents occasionally saw 
a small dog running through the fields, but no one was able 
to catch him.

In essence, the dog turned himself in, finding refuge in the 
shade of a van at a residence. The family brought him to Hope Pedigo. 
“They know I’ll take in anybody,” she says.

Despite being in obvious trouble, the dog was sweet and loving. And 
he needed help.

“He was completely matted. He had ticks on him, he had fleas on him, 
he had sticks grown into his fur,” Pedigo says. “You could not tell what 
kind of dog he was.”

While trying to find the dog’s owner, she and her family started 
calling him Benjie. They took him to Maricopa Animal Hospital to get 
him cleaned and checked out. The veterinarian discovered layers of ticks 
— the ticks on his outer fur were dead.

“The vet told me it was because of all of the chemicals on the fields 
that he was running through,” Pedigo says.

The veterinarian estimated his age at about 1 year old and estimated 
he had been in the wild for weeks. Unable to find an owner, they had 
Benjie vaccinated and fixed.

“He has a very different life now,” Pedigo says. “Basically his life is 
going outside and going to the bathroom and then he comes inside and 
lies down next to me all day. Now he has a little puffy bed and all his toys.”

Once he was given a thorough clipping, he did not look like the same 
dog. Before long, he did not act like the same dog.

When he first arrived, Benjie was scared and shaking. After two 
weeks, it was his yard. 

“I could see he got the attitude of ‘It’s never going to happen again,’” 
Pedigo says.

Rescued from the wilds, 
Benjie finds new life
By Raquel Hendrickson

Benjie was a matted mess when he was 
rescued from the fields in Thunderbird 
Farms. Benjie sheered clean is almost 
unrecognizable.

He has also revealed himself as an alpha 
male. Though he literally bows down to the 
Pedigos (“he puts his head down and his butt 
in the air”), he pulls rank on any other animal 
that comes into the house.

“He’s the boss. He will pee on them. He will 
take their toys,” Pedigo says. “We had a big 
mastiff at the house, and he took all of his toys 
into his bed and then laid on them. He would 
pick up the mastiff ’s bone and then chew it 
and look at him. And the mastiff would just 
lie down in front of him and whine. And I was 
like, ‘Wow, you’ve got it going on.’”

Benjie is loving and sweet with adults and 
older children. One of his quirks, however, is 
that young children stress him out. Pedigo says 
it specifically seems to be children age 5 and 
under.

That becomes an issue because Pedigo has 
many small children coming into her home. 
She keeps him separate from the children to 
keep his stress level down, but it is a reminder 
for her she is essentially fostering Benjie until 
they can find a permanent home for him.

His life on the lam created other quirks as 
well. Because he was on his own for so long, 
he became accustomed to eating garbage. “He’d 
see a napkin, he’d eat a napkin because there 
was a shred of food on it,” Pedigo says.

She eventually broke him of that habit by 
hiding all of the trash cans in the house. “But 
even to this day when he sees a napkin, he gets 
excited. It’s so sad,” she says.

Like an only child, he learned how to amuse 
himself in the wild. Now he will get up in the 
middle of the night and play with a tennis ball 
by himself.

He likes the quiet life, a soft life far away 
from the fields. “He’s such a lover,” she says. 
“He’s such a sweetie.”

To learn about Benjie, contact Hope at 
Facebook.com/Hope.Pedigo

April 23 is Lost Dog Awareness Day. Learn 
more at Facebook.com/LostDogsArizona. 

Benjie
AGE

3

BREED
Poodle mix

COLOR
White

WEIGHT
Under 20 pounds

BEST TRICK
 Requesting more 

tummy rubs

FAVORITE TOY
 Anything that 

squeaks

FAVORITE SNACK
Beef jerky

FUN FACT
His name comes 

not from the famous 
movie canine but 

is a reference 
to a character 

played by Matthew 
McConaughey in 
“How to Lose a 
Guy in 10 Days.”

AFTER

BEFORE

Submitted

Submitted
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MOST MAJOR INSURANCES
Medicare / AHCCCS
Uninsured? We can help!

44765 W. Hathaway, Maricopa
Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

(520) 568-2245   •   www.SunLifeFamilyHealth.org

• Welcoming patients of all ages 
• Prescription pick-up available
• Immunizations for children & adults 
• Sports & employment physicals

Excellence in health care!

Family Health Care

NOW OFFERING 
Integrated Behavioral  

Services

NEW OFFICE OPENING THIS SUMMER!
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Just call it Karma in a Fyrestorm.
Arizona All-Star Fyrestorm Cheer continues to stack up national titles after keeping its 

athletes tumbling through the tough economy. Whatever awards and titles may come for 
the small-town gym, the owner says the priority is still “teaching them to be good human 

beings.”
Beth Mundell started the gym in 2011 on what she calls “a leap of faith.” A franchise of Arizona 

All-Star Tumbling and Cheer, it has come through challenges to keep its competitors in the 
spotlight among much bigger gyms.

“Little gym. Big dreams,” Mundell says.
She has 71 enrolled and 55 on her traveling team. When not competing, they have participated 

in community projects and fund-raisers for good causes.
Maricopa’s all-star cheer team is going from success in Las Vegas, Nevada, in February to an 

intense competition in Bakersfield, California, in April. 
In each competition, the girls and boys compete in a variety of divisions. They are judged on 

elements and execution. The team won six titles and swept its divisions at the Aloha International 
Spirit Championship in Vegas on Feb. 28. 

Awards, yes, but also good vibes.
“They did Maricopa proud,” says supporter Keith Lostritto. “Class act, all the kids and coaches.”
Fyrestorm’s Karma team was the Level 2 champion for the two-day event.
Among five teams in the Level 2 Senior Division, Karma scored 261.90 points and easily 

outstripped their closest competition, North Vegas. In the Level 2 Youth Division, Fyrestorm’s 
Kaos team scored 261.17 points for first place against four other teams.

Cheers to 
All-Star 
Fyrestorm
Story and photos 
by Raquel Hendrickson

ElecTrick took first in the loaded Level 1 
Junior Division, scoring 246.26 points. The 
Mini 5 Heart Breakers took first place in 
the Mini Stunt Group Division and, while 
competing alone, still totaled 240 points. The 
Junior Partner Stunt also had no competition 
and scored 212.

Going solo, Jayla Brasfield won the 
Individual Cheer Mini Division with 221 
points.

“Two of three had no deductions,” Mundell 
said. “That was exciting. The kids worked really 
hard for each other and not personal gain. They 
wanted to win awards, but for the team.”

A more crowded field of competition 
awaits in Bakersfield, but the team is keeping 
it fun. When asked to “stunt” in front of 
Maricopa’s infamous golden van (a viral selfie 
phenomenon on social media), they were 
happy to oblige.

Fyrestorm created a little phenomenon of 
their own by making hair bows that proved 
surprisingly popular. They even donated them 
to the high school softball team.

Community involvement, after all, is part of 
the credo of the little gym that could.. 

FyrestormCheer.webs.com

Left: Responding to a community request, 
Fyrestorm joined in a “gold van” selfie 
campaign that itself turned into a food drive.

Below: Some Fyrestorm members are minis 
but they all stand tall.
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www.CancerTreatmentServicesAZ.com

World Class Cancer Care 
in Pinal County

1876 East Sabin Drive, Suite 10 
Casa Grande, AZ 85122

(520) 836-9800

Ajay Bhatnagar, MD 
Board Certified 

Radiation Oncologist

Michael J. Stanek, DO, FACOI 
Board Certified 

Medical Oncologist

Waqas Arslan, MD 
Board Certified 

Medical Oncologist 

 

1  Don’t wait to visit the dentist until you are in pain.

2 Always tell your dentist and their staff about your 
anxiety starting with your first phone call to the 

office.

3 Consider being put to sleep with general 
anesthesia, taking a medication like valium or 

using laughing gas (nitrous oxide).

4 An ounce of prevention is always worth a pound 
of cure, so practice good oral hygiene with daily 

brushing, flossing and using a mouthwash.

5 Try not to pass on your dental anxiety to your 
children.

DR. EHFAD SHAH

Cobblestone Dental Center

(520) 494-7333

CobblestoneDental.com

44600 W. Smith-Enke Road, Suite 103

9% to 20%
Americans who avoid going to the dentist 

because of anxiety or fear

Source: WebMD.com

Tips for Dealing with Dental Anxiety

Jake Johnson

By Dr. Ehfad Shah
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Michelle Slayton started working 
at McDonald’s when she was 16. 

The job got her through 
high school and college. Then it 

became her career.
After working her way up through 

management, she opened franchises in small 
towns in Washington. Her first supervisor 
became her business partner. After 39 years — 
and more than 25 franchises — they are still 
best friends and cohorts in the business.

“He opened a lot of doors for me,” she says. 
In 2008, she moved to Maricopa and 

opened the city’s first McDonald’s, still thriving 
on John Wayne Parkway. That first foray into 
the Arizona desert “far exceeded our dreams,” 
she says.

Now Slayton is set to open her third 
Maricopa McDonald’s franchise at 41710 W. 
Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway. The grand 
opening is April 10-11, and there will be 
festivities all month.

“Maricopa is a great family community 
with very nice amenities and services and has 
done a great job of building a city from a very 
small town,” Slayton says. “We are opening 
three locations because we want to serve our 
customers better and give them convenient 
choices.”

Though the new store is just yards away from 
her second Maricopa McDonald’s franchise — 
inside Walmart — Slayton says they will draw 
a different clientele. Some customers simply 
want to grab a bite while they are shopping; 

others want a quiet place to have a cup of coffee.
The new store is a small facility, she says, 

and will not have a PlayLand. It will have a two-
lane drive-thru.

The exterior is described as a modern 
“arcade design” with glass and metal. Inside 
are natural finishes, zoned seating areas, lower 
lighting levels, flat-screen TVs and free Wi-Fi.

The opening comes the year of the 60th 
anniversary of Ray Kroc’s first McDonald’s 
restaurant and the 40th anniversary of the 
company’s first drive-thru, which was in 
Sierra Vista.

Slayton says they wanted to come to 
Maricopa for some time after seeing the 
growth. She says they came a little later than 
they probably should have. She also says the 
third restaurant may be opening a little earlier 
than necessary, but they see construction and 
development perking up again on that side of 
Maricopa.

In deciding when and where to build a 
new restaurant, McDonald’s looks at current 
homes and future population projections, 
businesses, employers and amenities in the 
community and traffic. Slayton has stayed 
in contact with the Maricopa Economic 
Development Department to be up on 

3rd McDonald’s 
opens in Maricopa
Michelle Slayton makes career of first job

Story and photos by Raquel Hendrickson

Profile

Michelle Slayton now owns and operates 
three McDonald’s franchises in Maricopa. 
She started her career with the company 
as a teenager.
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Profile

projects and growth in the city.
The restaurant chain is a first-job for a lot 

of young people, and every opening reminds 
Slayton of how she got started. She says 
McDonald’s teaches them about having a job 
and having responsibilities.

The new restaurant opens opportunities 
for employees at her other franchises as well. 
Slayton says some get to move into management 
and others can move into other positions.

During the first weekend of the grand 
opening, McDonald’s will sell its Egg McMuffin 
and Big Mac (Slayton’s personal favorite) for 
$1. There will be family entertainment and 
drawings for prizes from 4 to 6 p.m. on April 10, 
and Ronald McDonald (“the best Ronald ever,” 
Slayton says) will entertain at 5 p.m.

April 11 features LEGO fun from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m., with Bonanza Education helping create 
towers, car races and art projects.

Footz the Clown will perform April 18 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. April 25, it’s Mad Science with 
“fun and wacky experiments” and green slime 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Events are free.

Slayton says she is passionate about being 
involved in the community. The new restaurant 
will have events similar to those at the first 
restaurant like Teacher’s Night. In a PTA 
effort, teachers take over the restaurant to take 

orders and clear tables. The organization gets 
20 percent of the evening’s proceeds, with a 
minimum of $350. 

“They get to see the other side, and the 
kids just love to see their teachers behind the 
counter,” Slayton says.

She says she sees the community 
involvement as an important part of being a 
franchise. And that practice has only expanded 
with each of her restaurants.

“I just love McDonald’s,” Slayton says. “It’s 
been so good to me.” 

The new McDonald’s is at 41710 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway. The grand opening is 
April 10-11.

• 24 years’ experience
• Masters of taxation
• Multiple-state returns
• E-Filing
• Foreclosure and short sale expertise
• Small Business Taxes and Accounting
• CPA quality at tax chain prices

18955 N. Falcon Lane
Maricopa, AZ 85138
(520) 568-3303 offi  ce
Jim@ChastonCPA.com
www.ChastonCPA.com

It’s Tax Time…

Do your 
taxes have 

you puzzled? 
We can help!
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A first-time visitor to Maricopa might assume it’s like any other American city with 
45,000 residents. There’s a main drag, fast-food outlets, a couple large grocery chain 
stores, a Walmart, Ace Hardware and two large drug stores.

There are many other business establishments, restaurants, churches and 
schools — some old, some new — gas stations, a post office and library, police and fire services, 
parks and even a railroad station.

But there is not a hospital where babies can be born. And even more curious for residents 
and visitors alike, there is not one cemetery or funeral home in town.

There are cemeteries on the neighboring reservations, but the city of Maricopa itself has no 
place to inter the remains of a loved one. For that matter, there is no mortuary or funeral home 
close by from which friends and loved ones can say their final goodbyes.

One former resident of Maricopa, Paul Deal, remembers two cemeteries that he claims 
existed in Maricopa during the early 1920s. He told local historian Pat Brock there was a 
cemetery along Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway, near the site of the swimming pool, and 

What’s missing 
in Maricopa?
From cradle to grave, minus the cradle and grave
By Joe Guimette

another about a mile north of the Gila River, 
next to State Route 347, on the east side of the 
road. Both have apparently vanished in the 
wind, dust storms and floods that plagued 
Maricopa.

Missing graves aren’t that unusual in 
Arizona, according to the Arizona Pioneer 
and Cemetery Research Project, whose 
members claim to have discovered 475 derelict 
or abandoned cemeteries in the state so far, 
containing 13,032 graves.

In Maricopa’s pioneer era — and well into 
the early 20th century — it was common for 
families to bury deceased relatives right on 
their own homesteads, most of which were 
small farms. 

“They tended to bury folks near roads for 
easier access,” Brock said.

Today, Maricopans who wish to adhere to 
the traditional custom of interment — either 
in a grave or mausoleum — must obtain these 
services from Casa Grande, Chandler, Phoenix, 
Tempe, Mesa or other cities, the closest of 
which are at least 20 miles from Maricopa.

On the other hand, distance today is 
not the burden it once was, especially when 
one considers the thousands of Maricopa 
residents who commute to their jobs north or 
east of town.

Something the 
Ak-Chin Indian 
Community has but 
Maricopa does not 
is a cemetery.

Raquel Hendrickson
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“The old timers — those who lived here long 
before Maricopa’s recent spurt of growth — 
usually go to Casa Grande for a funeral home 
and cemetery,” said Father Marcos Velasquez, 
pastor of Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church. 
“The families of more recent residents, because 
they’re literally from all over, usually send the 
remains of their loved ones back east or north.” 

He also indicated many of his parishioners 
choose Our Lady Queen of Peace Cemetery in 
Chandler. 

Other cemeteries in the area include 
Mountain View Cemetery in Casa Grande and 
Valley Memorial Park in Coolidge. There are 
56 known cemeteries, gravesites and burial 
grounds in all of Pinal County, according to 
the Arizona Pioneers Cemetery Association.

“This is a highly mobile society,” said 
Calvary Chapel Pastor Chris Ward, “and 
cremation is becoming increasingly popular 
for a number of reasons, but the fact that 
families don’t stay put for generations as they 
once did certainly figures into the equation. 
People can take a family member’s remains 
with them as they relocate.”

Maricopans with roots that reach back 

over several generations, like businessman 
and former council member Will Dunn, tend 
to adhere to tradition, however. Dunn, whose 
grandparents died five years ago, said Dorothy 
Dunn, his late grandmother, is interred in 
Coolidge, while his grandfather, William 
Arthur Dunn Sr., is buried in Florence.

When one of Maricopa’s most popular 
women, former New Jersey resident Jane Henig, 
died in 2011, her son and his wife arranged for 
a cremation in Maricopa County. Regis and 

Amanda Blane waived a formal memorial 
service and instead held a “Celebration of Life” 
at their family home a few weeks after her 
death. Blane retained Henig’s remains while 
deciding their final destination.

Officially, Pinal County authorities point to 
laws that require interred remains be moved 
whenever progress displaces a burial place, 
whether that be a cemetery or a family farm plot.

Exceptions occur, however, and Pinal 
County isn’t exempt.

Florence, the county seat, was founded 
by Levi Ruggles, a former Union officer from 
Ohio, who named the town after his daughter 
in 1875. Today, one of the town’s main 
thoroughfares bears his name and his former 
home stands as an historical site.

His grave, however, lies right under the 
Salceda Place Apartments, built in 1963, 
some 74 years after his death. Somehow, local 
authorities assumed Ruggles’ remains had 
been moved to the town cemetery, or back to 
his birthplace in Ohio.

Another advantage of life in the 21st 
Century: It’s rare that someone loses track of a 
body, here or anywhere else. 

The old timers — 
those who lived here long 
before Maricopa’s recent 
spurt of growth — usually 
go to Casa Grande for 
a funeral home and 
cemetery.”
— Father Marcos Velasquez

Where MAGIC happens daily

Karen Benedek 
Owner/Operator

SALON
• Hair Dressing • Hair Color • Perms
• Highlights • Hair Extensions
• Brazilian Blowout

SPA
• Permanent Makeup
• Corrective Facials • Botox Fillers
• Chemical Peels • Skin Tag Removal
• Makeup Application • Spray Tanning
• Professional Waxing • Threading

20800 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 116

Salon and Day Spa

 Salon: 520-494-2147     Spa: 520-233-8576

Se Habla Español

Gift certificates
available
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ACCOUNTING
James A. Chaston CPA, PLC
18955 N. Falcon Lane
520-568-3303
ChastonCPA.com

ADVERTISING
InMaricopa
P.O. Box 1018 
520-568-0040
InMaricopa.com/Advertising

AIR CONDITIONING
Absolute Air Comfort
520-568-0997
AZCold.com

Society’s Air LLC
480-709-8692
SocietysAir.com

Alternative Air Heating & Cooling 
P.O. Box 1095
520-483-0364
AlternativeAirHVAC.com

Maricopa Fix It 
520-868-6359

ANIMALS & PETS 
Pinal County Animal Control 
764 S. Eleven Mile Corner Road,  
Casa Grande
520-509-3555

APPLIANCE REPAIR/SALES
Appliance Works LLC 
520-424-8435

ARCADE
Play ‘n Win 
UltraStar Multi-tainment Center
1600 N. Maricopa Road 
520-568-3456
UltraStarAkChin.com

AUTO PARTS
Hidden Valley Auto Parts 
53501 W. Jersey Road
520-568-2945

BANKS/CREDIT UNIONS
Pinal County Federal Credit Union 
44600 W. Smith Enke Road, Suite 105
520-381-3100

BARS

Native Grill & Wings
21164 N. John Wayne Parkway 
520-568-6077
NativeGrillAndWings.com 

Luxe Lounge
UltraStar Multi-tainment Center
1600 N. Maricopa Road
520-233-2440
UltraStarAkChin.com

BEAUTY SALONS
Hair by Sunny
44400 W. Honeycutt Road. Suite 111
520-858-6086
SunnySayarath.com 

K’Bella Salon and Day Spa
20800 N. John Wayne Parkway  
Suite 116 
520-233-8576
KBellaSalonAndDaySpa.com

BOWLING
Ten Pins Down
UltraStar Multi-tainment Center
16000 Maricopa Road
520-233-2425
UltraStarAkChin.com

CABLE TV
Orbitel Communications
21116 N. John Wayne Parkway  
Suite B-9
520-568-8890
OrbitelCom.com

CHIROPRACTIC
A-1 Health & Wellness
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway,  
Suite 109
520-494-7788 
MaricopaChiropractor.com

AZ Spine & Acupuncture Center
20800 N. John Wayne Parkway  
Suite 107
520-568-5437
85239Spine.com

CHURCHES
Calvary Chapel
44301 W Maricopa Casa Grande Hwy.
Suite 105
520-568-5400
CalvaryMaricopa.org

Maricopa Lutheran Church 
@ Desert Wind Middle School
35565 W. Honeycutt Road
520-450-1871

Maricopa Springs Family Church 
@ Santa Rosa Elementary School 
21400 N. Santa Rosa Drive
480-370-7355
MaricopaSprings.com

CLEANING
See page 36

CONCRETE
Salt River Concrete 
480-560-7514

DANCE 
Desert Sun Performing Arts
19756 N. John Wayne Parkway  
Suite 107
520-483-8915
DesertSunPerformingArts.com

DENTISTS / ORTHODONTISTS
Cobblestone Dental Center
44600 W. Smith-Enke Road, Suite 103
520-494-7333
CobblestoneDental.com

Maricopa Fiesta Dental
21116 N. John Wayne Parkway
520-568-1551
TrueGrin.com

Premier Orthodontics
21083 N. John Wayne Parkway  
Suite C-105
520-568-5600

Treasured Smiles Children’s Dentistry
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway  
Suite 117
520-316-6111
TreasuredSmilesChildrensDentistry.com

DRY CLEANERS
Avalon Cleaners
4980 W. Ray Road, Suite 14
Chandler, AZ 85226
480-456-4600

ELECTRICIANS
Desert Valley Electric 
520-582-0424

EMERGENCY SERVICES
Maricopa Fire Department 
520-568-3333

Maricopa Police Department 
520-316-6800

Poison Control
800-222-1222

ENTERTAINMENT
UltraStar Multi-tainment Center 
16000 Maricopa Road
520-568-3456
UltraStarAkChin.com

EYE CARE
Maricopa Eye Care 
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite 119
520-568-7538
MaricopaEyeCare.com

GARAGE
See page 36

GOLF
Ak-Chin Southern Dunes Golf Club
48456 W. Highway 238
520-568-2000
GolfSouthernDunes.com

GOVERNMENT
Ak-Chin Indian Community
42507 W. Peters & Nall Road
520-568-1000

City of Maricopa
39700 W. Civic Center Plaza
520-568-9098

Gila River Indian Community 
525 W. Gu U Ki, Sacaton
520-562-6055

Pinal County 
31 N. Pinal St., Florence
520-866-6000

United States Post Office 
44920 W. Hathaway Road
520-568-2641

HANDYMAN
GGCS, LLC
505-507-3909

Maricopa Fix It 
520-868-6359

SPR Contractor
520-350-2929
SPRContractor.com

HARDWARE
Ace Hardware 
21542 N. John Wayne Parkway
520-494-7805
MaricopaAce.com

HEATING & COOLING
Alternative Air Heating & Cooling
P.O. Box 1095
520-483-0364
AlternativeAirHVAC.com

Absolute Air Comfort 
480-620-3133
AZCold.com

HOMEBUILDERS
See page 36

HOME CARE
Comfort Keepers
19428 N. John Wayne Parkway  
Suite F
520-233-2848
ComfortKeepers.com

HOSPITALS 
Banner Casa Grande Medical Center
1800 E. Florence Blvd., Casa Grande
520-381-6300
BannerHealth.com

Chandler Regional Medical Center
1955 W. Frye Road, Chandler
 480-728-3000
DignityHealth.org/ChandlerRegional

HOTELS & RESORTS
Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino and Hotel
15406 N. Maricopa Road
480-802-5000
HarrahsAkChin.com

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Lance Lane
20800 N. John Wayne Parkway 
Suite 110
520-568-8400 
LanceLaneInsurance.com

INTERNET
Orbitel Communications
21116 N. John Wayne Parkway  
Suite B-9
520-568-8890
OrbitelCom.com

LANDSCAPING
Anyone Home?
602-574-7006
AnyOneHomeAZ.com 

Arroyo Vista Landscape & Design
520-414-0938
ArroyoVistaLandscaping.com

Brewers Irrigation Repair 
928-228-1396

Druwest Landscape
623-330-0010
DruwestLandscape.com
 
Lawn Sprinklers and Leaks
520-494-4623
 
Prestige Landscaping LLC
480-388-9345

LASER TAG
Urban Arena Laser Tag
UltraStar Multi-tainment Center
1600 N. Maricopa Road
520-568-3456
UltraStarAkChin.com

BUSINESS Directory
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LOCKSMITH
JT’s Keys & Locks
602-369-1553 
JTsKeysAndLocks.com

MASSAGE
Hands of Silk Massage 
480-522-6505

MORTGAGE 
See page 36

MOTOR VEHICLE
Arizona State Express Motor Vehicle 
20924 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite D1
520-568-9299
Traffic202.com

MOVIES
UltraStar Cinemas 
1600 N. Maricopa Road
520-568-3456
UltraStarAkChin.com

MUSIC
Step into the Music 
520-568-8560

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
Family, Friend & Neighbor COAP
402 E. 10th St., Casa Grande
520-836-0736
UnitedWayofPC.org

The Friends of the Maricopa  
Public Library 
520-568-8094

Maricopa Little League
602-885-5031
MaricopaLittleLeague.com

Maricopa Veterans Center 
44240 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande 
Highway
520-404-6672

Veterans of Foreign Wars
Tracy P. MacPherson Post 12043 
44240 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande 
Highway
602-920-3933

PAINT SUPPLIES
Ace Hardware 
21542 N. John Wayne Parkway
520-494-7805
MaricopaAce.com

PAINTERS
ACP Contracting
20987 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite B-104 #320
520-568-0026
ArizonaContractPainting.com

GGCS, LLC
505-507-3909

PEST CONTROL
Maricopa Bug Busters 
520-423-9542

PHYSICAL THERAPY
Spooner Physical Therapy
16611 S. 40th St., Suite 130, Phoenix
480-706-1199
SpoonerPhysicalTherapy.com

PHYSICIANS 
Banner Health Center
17900 N. Porter Road
520-233-2500
BannerHealth.com/
HealthCenterMaricopa 

Cancer Treatment Services Arizona
1876 E. Sabin Drive, Casa Grande
520-836-9800
CancerTreatmentServices.com

Casa Grande Surgery Specialists
1281 E. Cottonwood Lane, Casa Grande
520-876-0416
 
Maricopa Foot & Ankle
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, 
Suite126
520-494-1090
MFAAC.com

Sun Life Family Health Center 
44765 W. Hathaway Road
520-568-2245
SunLifeFamilyHealth.org

PLUMBING
American Piping Systems
P.O. Box 1317 
520-509-7948
AmericanPipingSystems.com
 
AZ Preferred Plumbing
480-300-1515
AZPreferredPlumbing.com
 
Carrera’s Plumbing 
520-251-8401
CarrerasPlumbing.com

POOL CONSTRUCTION,  
SERVICE, SUPPLY
See page 36

PRINT AND COPY
The UPS Store
20987 N. John Wayne Parkway,  
Suite B104
520-568-5712
TheUPSStoreLocal.com/5140

Impressive Imaging 
44480 W. Honeycutt Road, Suite 102
520-568-3098

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
Outside the Box Marketing, Inc.
P.O. Box 1018
520-568-0040
Market247365.com

PROPERTY MANAGERS
See page 36

REALTORS
See page 36

RESTAURANTS
See page 38

SALON
K’Bella Salon and Day Spa
20800 N. John Wayne Parkway  
Suite 116 
520-233-8576
KBellaSalonandDaySpa.com

SCHOOLS
Butterfield Elementary School
43800 W. Honeycutt Road
520-568-6100
BES.MaricopaUSD.org
 
Camino Montessori
44301 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande 
Highway
480-295-2806
CaminoMontessori.org

Central Arizona College 
17945 N. Regent Drive
520-494-6400
CentralAZ.org

Desert Wind Middle School
35565 W. Honeycutt Road
520-568-7110
DWMS.MaricopaUSD.org
 
Graysmark Academy 
44400 W. Honeycutt Road, Suite 105
520-568-5750

Maricopa Elementary School
18150 N. Alterra Parkway
520-568-5160
MES.MaricopaUSD.org
 
Maricopa High School
45012 W. Honeycutt Ave.
520-568-8102
MHS.MaricopaUSD.org
 
Maricopa Unified School District #20 
44150 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande 
Highway
520-568-5100
MaricopaUSD.org
 
Maricopa Wells Middle School
45725 W. Honeycutt Ave.
520-568-7100
MWMS.MaricopaUSD.org
 
Pima Butte Elementary School
42202 W. Rancho El Dorado Parkway
520-568-7150
PBES.MaricopaUSD.org
 
Saddleback Elementary School
18600 N. Porter Road
520-568-6110
SES.MaricopaUSD.org

Santa Cruz Elementary School
19845 N. Costa Del Sol
520-568-5170
SCES.MaricopaUSD.org

Santa Rosa Elementary School
21400 N. Santa Rosa Drive
520-568-6150
SRES.MaricopaUSD.org

SHIPPING AND PACKAGING
The UPS Store
20987 N. John Wayne Parkway,  
Suite B104
520-568-5712
TheUPSStoreLocal.com/5140

SPA
K’Bella Salon and Day Spa
20800 N. John Wayne Parkway  
Suite 116 
520-233-8576
KBellaSalonandDaySpa.com

TAX SERVICES
James A. Chaston CPA, PLC
18955 N. Falcon Lane
520-568-3303
ChastonCPA.com

JDP Financial Services
Jack Pipala
520-568-2225
jdpfsacct@gmail.com

Path Financial Strategies
480-558-6499
mcstax.com

TELEPHONE
Orbitel Communications
21116 N. John Wayne Parkway  
Suite B-9
520-568-8890
OrbitelCom.com

TRANSPORTATION
Discount Cab
2225 W. Main St., Mesa
602-200-2000 

UTILITIES 
Electrical District No. 3 
19756 N John Wayne Parkway
520-424-9021
ED3Online.org
 
Global Water Resources 
22590 N. Powers Parkway
520-568-4452

Orbitel Communications
21116 N. John Wayne Parkway  
Suite B-9
520-568-8890
OrbitelCom.com

Maricopa Domestic Water 
Improvement District 
19756 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite 109
520-568-2239

Southwest Gas Corporation 
800-428-7324

WEDDINGS
Ak-Chin Southern Dunes Golf Club
48456 W. Highway 238
520-568-2000
GolfSouthernDunes.com

WINDOW COVERINGS
Selections Shutters & Blinds
20046 N. John Wayne Parkway  
Suite 103
520-568-6677
SelectionsMaricopa.com

Want to have your business 
featured in the next edition?  
Contact InMaricopa  
at Advertising@InMaricopa.com  
or 520-568-0040

To find landscaping, painting, pest control, window coverings and other services, see page 36 and InMaricopa.com/Business-Directory.
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Pinal County Board 
of Supervisors
Feb. 18, 2015

BACKGROUND: Sidewinder Dairy in the Casa 
Grande area requested an ordinance amending 
Title 2 of the Pinal County Development 
Services Code to remove the requirement that 
cultivation of medical marijuana be inside a 
completely enclosed, locked building. The dairy 
plans to create an outdoor grow facility on its 
farm. The Pinal County Planning commission 
had voted 9-1 to recommend denial of 
Sidewinder’s application.
MOTION: Approve an amendment to allow 
outdoor cultivation of medical medication, with 
a limitation of five acres per location.
VOTE: 3-2

AYES: Anthony Smith, Todd House,  
Stephen Miller
NAYS: Cheryl Chase, Pete Rios

RATIONAL OF AYE VOTES: Smith said he 
supported farmers’ “sacred right” to grow the 
crops they choose. He suggested the changes 
to the proposal that were eventually approved, 
including limiting the size of a grow location to 
five acres instead of 10 and requiring a renewal 
application after one year instead of two.
RATIONAL OF NAY VOTES: Rios said the limit 
on acreage was an arbitrary number the county 
would not be able to defend in court.
GET ENGAGED: Pinal County Board of 
Supervisors meets at 9:30 a.m. on select 
Wednesdays in Florence. Meetings are broadcast 
live on the county website.

PinalCountyAZ.gov

Keeping tabs 
on Maricopa’s 
elected officials’ 
decisions, this 
section highlights 
some recent votes 
and provides tips 
on how to get 
engaged with the 
political process.

Maricopa City Council 
Jan. 20, 2015

BACKGROUND: Carl Neu of Neu & Company, 
consultant on Maricopa’s 2040 Vision process, 
requested a revision that increased its contract 
by $16,000. The increase was attributed to 
professional services for expanded community 
participation in the community forums and 
the Issue Project Teams. City Manager Gregory 
Rose explained the company was not clear there 
would be additional costs for some of the city’s 
outreach efforts.
MOTION: Approve an amendment to an existing 
contract with Neu & Company, adding a total 
amount not to exceed $16,000.
VOTE: 5-2

AYES: Marvin Brown, Peggy 
Chapados, Bridger Kimball, Vincent 
Manfredi, Christian Price
NAYS: Nancy Smith, Henry Wade

RATIONALE OF AYE VOTES: Manfredi said the 
expanded services brought more people to the 
table to build consensus on 2040 Vision.
RATIONALE OF NAY VOTES: Smith said she 
wanted to see more shared responsibility for the 
overrun and the entire growth of the process. 
She also questioned whether there were more 
creative ways to complete the process within the 
original contract.
GET ENGAGED: Maricopa City Council typically 
meets at 7 p.m. the first and third Tuesdays of 
each month. Its meetings are available on the 
city’s website.

Maricopa-AZ.gov

Arizona Legislature 
March 7, 2015

BACKGROUND: More than $113 million in 
cuts to public education were made in the 
state budget. A down payment of $74.4 million 
was appropriated for court-ordered inflation 
funds. District-sponsored charter schools 
were eliminated. Charter additional assistance 
funds were cut by $3 million. The state’s 
portion of the 1 percent constitutional cap on 
net assessed value was limited to $1 million 
per county, affecting Maricopa Unified School 
District by $564,800. University budgets were 
cut by $99 million. Pinal County’s community 
college had $1.9 million restored during 
negotiations. Each school district is required to 
have a transparent process specifically noting 
the percent of dollars allocated to classroom 
instruction.
HOUSE VOTE: 32-27-1
SENATE VOTE: 16-13-1

AYES: District 11 - Vince Leach, 
Mark Finchem, Steve Smith

RATIONALE OF AYE VOTES: Supporters said 
cuts were necessary to overcome the state’s 
$717 million deficit and all departments must 
live within their means and find creative 
sources of revenue.
RATIONALE OF NAY VOTES: Opponents said 
the net decrease in education spending would 
handcuff schools and hurt the future workforce.
GET ENGAGED: The Arizona Legislature has 
added applications to its website that allow 
residents access to Request to Speak forms and 
Bill Status Inquiry forms. Live proceedings are 
also available on the site.

AzLeg.gov

Anthony Smith Nancy Smith
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Gallery

1

1.  Ann Antone greats well-wishers after being elected to 
the Ak-Chin Indian Community Tribal Council.  
Raquel Hendrickson

2. Alma Farrell (left) and JoAnn Ortega of the Maricopa 
Rotary Club support education with Student of the Month 
presentations at Maricopa Unified School District board 
meetings. Raquel Hendrickson

3. Police Chief Steve Stahl hosted several organizations 
serving veterans at City Hall Feb. 14.  
Raquel Hendrickson

4. Concerned citizen turned out on the steps of city hall to 
hear ideas to help veterans. 
Raquel Hendrickson

2

3

4
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fter years as a community 
volunteer as well as 
serving on the Maricopa 
Unified School District’s 
Budget Committee, Gary 

Miller was elected to the MUSD Governing 
Board in 2014. A behavioral health specialist, 
he and his wife are also foster parents.

Why did you want to be on the 
school board?  Friends and people in the 
community asked me to run for governing 
board. My purpose is to be an active citizen 
in our community. Now that I have school-
age children, I want to be involved with the 
schools the best way I know how. Much of 
my life involves school. Aha moments are 
imperative to the learning process. I am a 
stoic that believes the more education that I 
receive the more that I understand how much 
I don’t know.

What has interested you in politics? 
As a political scientist my concern is with 
the origins and sources of governmental 
organizations, their growth and their decline 
as well as the processes and structure of 
government and their impact on the people.  
 
In the campaign, you talked a lot 
about “access” at MUSD. Can you 
explain your concerns? To the best of 
my knowledge, access refers to the timely 
availability of education services to achieve 
the best outcomes. Rural areas may have 
barriers to accessing essential services, which 
naturally will contribute to poorer outcomes 
such as access to specialists, transportation, 
technology, affordable after school care, etc. 
As our budget continues to decrease, I believe 
MUSD is doing the best the system can do 
with the limited resources they have, which is 
why I vision the community will, within the 
length of their cable tow, step up more to help 
meet the need. 
 
How will your background benefit 
you on the governing board? I 
have participated on many boards and 
feel comfortable to advocate for the best 
interest of the people served by a system. 
My conservative framework is focused on 
solutions and measurable outcomes for a 
more sustainable future.

Newest school board member wants to score an A

What legacy do you want to leave at 
MUSD? I honestly would rather “do good in 
secret” (Intoku) than attempt to be a legend, 
but my goal is to help MUSD to be an A-rated 
district. 

How would you like to see MUSD 
balance its budget concerns with the 
focus on being an A-rated district? The 
obvious goal is for the revenues to equal the 
expenditures but there are many unknowns 
over the next few years. I’m interested to know 
how much the unfunded mandates will cost 
MUSD after fully implementing the Common 
Core Standards. To promote access, budget 
cuts should be as far away from the students as 
possible. With recent cuts in the state budget 
and because of the unfunded mandates, we 

AGE: 41 

FAMILY:  Wife Jolene, two sons, up to 
three foster children

EDUCATION: Doctorate in behavioral 
health from ASU. Graduate degree 
in social work and undergraduate 
degree is in political science. 

OCCUPATION: Delivers cloud-based 
Software as a Service (SaaS) solutions 
that help set the new standard for 
timely and accurate data collection in 
the form of a Patient Health Record — 
“but most importantly, I’m a husband 
and dad.” 

HOBBIES: Community service and 
martial arts. Recently returned to the 
mat and earned Shodan degree in 
Shin shin Toitsu Aikido.

MARICOPAN SINCE: 2005 

Raquel Hendrickson

Raquel Hendrickson

Gary Miller

Gary Miller, with 
his family and 
Judge Lyle Riggs 
after his January 
swearing in,  was
elected to a four-
year term on the 
Maricopa USD
governing board.
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ump on an eastbound Amtrak 
train in Maricopa, transfer in San 
Antonio, disembark in McGregor, 
Texas, and you can walk two 
blocks to Kevin Evans’ office.

Evans was the Maricopa city manager for 
three years, from January 2008 through January 
2011. A dry-talking Texan who really wanted to 
go back to his home state, he has been the city 
manager for McGregor for four years.

In a town of 5,000 that is home to the test 
sites for SpaceX, Evans’ focus has been economic 
development.

He is busy filling a 9,000-acre industrial park. 
It was an old naval weapons industrial reserve 
plant given to McGregor in 2003. McGregor is 
also the Amtrak stop for Waco.

Evans says he is surrounded by family in 
Texas and even had two sons move to nearby 
Waco, one from Arizona and one from Houston.

He says he enjoyed his time in Arizona and 
called Maricopa a great town with a great future. 
“It’s starting to settle in.”

But he does not miss it.
“When it’s pretty out there, there ain’t no 

place prettier, but when it’s ugly, there ain’t no 
place uglier,” he says. “Coming from the Texas 
panhandle, that says a lot.”

McGregor is “a really small town with a great 
quality of life,” he says. He lives two blocks from 
his office and can walk to work almost every day.

“I’m loving it.” 

Then & now

Evans enjoying life as  
city manager in Texas 
By Raquel Hendrickson

Where are 
they now?

City of Maricopa

may need to look at deeper budget cuts such 
as salaries for new administrators or perhaps 
leasing out a school. I support grant writing 
that would help fund new medical and 
behavioral health programs. Fundraising is 
also imperative to help replace lost revenue 
to the district as well as help build the 
reserve fund for a rainy day. I vision a close 
relationship will develop between MUSD 
and the City of Maricopa to share non-
economic resources to help MUSD become 
and maintain an A-rated district.

What are your favorite things about 
the school district? Being present to 
see the positive collective conscious of the 
community evolve to build culture within 
the school and community is priceless. 
Our district is highly competitive, and I 
believe competition through school choice 
may naturally bring forth innovation that 
serves the best interest of students and their 
family. I have met many great teachers, 
administrators, parents, volunteers and 
community leaders that are dedicated 
to better the learning experience for the 
children in our community. 

What are the district’s greatest 
liabilities? As a Constitutional 
Conservative, I honestly believe Common 
Core is the greatest liability. No doubt in 
Arizona we need better standards than 
before. I know that some may not agree with 
me, but because children are all unique with 
their own strengths and limitations, I have 
concerns of a one size fits all system, let alone 
see a need to further federalize control over 
state education. Unfunded mandates by 
the federal government alone raises many 
sustainability questions. I’m also concerned 
for teacher low morale and burnout in light 
of the new challenges posed by Common 
Core that give rise to a growing number of 
good teachers leaving the profession.  

What lessons have your children 
taught you? Patience. Patience. Patience. 
As a parent, there are many demands in our 
day. I discover that children respond better 
when we spend quality time with each one 
of them and actively listen with empathy. 
Because we all have a difficult person inside 
us, children are no different. Rolling with 
the resistance is a good skill to learn. Being 
a dad and having the opportunity to teach 
and observe strengths and new adaptive 
behaviors is priceless. 

Kevin Evans served three years as 
Maricopa city manager.

• Welcoming patients of all ages 
• Prescription pick-up available
• Immunizations for children & adults 
• Sports & employment physicals

www.SunLifeFamilyHealth.org

MOST MAJOR INSURANCES
Medicare / AHCCCS

(520) 568-2245 • 44765 W. Hathaway, Maricopa

Uninsured? 
We can help!

SUN LIFE … EXCELLENCE IN HEALTH CARE!Affordable 
Family Care!

44600 W. Smith-Enke Rd., Suite 103
Maricopa, AZ 85139

520.413.0480
CobblestoneDental.com



30 InMaricopa.com | Spring 2015

n a perfect world, the Maricopa Public Library would be 
around 46,000 square feet. The industry standard is one 
square foot of library space per resident.

The library is 8,000 square feet.
It averages more than 6,000 visitors per week. It has 

a membership of nearly 40,000 registered users. It has a 
collection of more than 42,000 items.

The staff of eight (and a half) workers handles more traffic per 
week than the Copper Sky Multigenerational Complex.

Dorrine Tevault, who chairs the city’s Parks, Recreation 
and Libraries Commission, says the library “is an outstanding, 
overworked, hard-working, very successful” element of Maricopa.

“Expanding it is not an option. Building another one might 
be an option, but what they’re doing with the limited resources 
that they have and the limited space that they have is top-notch,” 
she says.

Expansion is out, Library Manager Erik Surber says, because 
the city does not own the property surrounding the building. 

And the building is only 5 years old. Its construction was a 
major milestone for the city, so conversations about building a 
new library are limited. 

“Building a new library has been talked about several times,” 
Tevault says, “but it comes down to the finances of getting it done. 
That’s something we find everywhere, not only in Maricopa.”

For 33 years, the library did not even have its own building. It 
was run by volunteers from a variety of locations, like a school, 
the post office and even the jail.

Its first home on Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway came 
from the 1988 purchase of a Williams Air Force Base barracks 

Library

Small but mighty
Maricopa Public Library among 
nation’s most active for its size

By Raquel Hendrickson

Maricopa Library Manager Erik Surber (above)  has one of the hardest-
working staffs in the country but would like to see even more visitors. 
The staff had some fun to pull in a crowd for Dr. Seuss’ Birthday Party.
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building. The library continued to be operated 
by volunteers of the Maricopa Cultural Activity, 
which became the Friends of the Maricopa 
Public Library. After Maricopa incorporated in 
2003, the library came under the auspices of city 
hall in 2004 and staff was hired. 

When the building on Smith-Enke was 
built, the former library became the Maricopa 
Veterans Center. But the Friends continue 
their work.

“We rely on our volunteers a lot,” Surber 
says.

One of those many volunteers, Lee Pierce, 
who chairs Friends of the Maricopa Public 
Library, notes the hard work of the staff, too. 
“They do so much with so little,” she says. “If 
we had a bigger library, more staff or paid them 
more, I wonder how much better our library 
would be.” 

While the new building may be deemed 
small for the number of its patrons, Surber says 
the library should have even more traffic in a 
city the size of Maricopa.

“This is a city of 40,000-some people,” 
Surber says. “[The library] really isn’t that busy 
when you compare it the number of people we 
have in the city. Our visitorship per capita isn’t 
spectacular. It’s rather ordinary.”

For a facility its size, however, it is extremely 
busy. Having a visitorship more reflective of 
the Maricopa population would force the issue 
of lack of space at the library, not to mention 
staffing. As it is, an average of 1,000 visitors a 
day for such a small staff keeps it livelier than 
many of its contemporaries.

“That means our staff is the hardest-working 
staff in the country,” Surber says. “I’m very 
proud of the hard-working staff. The fact that 
everybody here works very hard as a team and 
still has time to come up with new program 
ideas and implement them.”

“What they do and what they have been 
doing with the volunteers they have and the 
workers — everybody from Erik all the way 
down — they have provided such an outstanding 
place for kids and adults to continue with their 
reading and classes,” Tevault says.

In fact, Maricopa Public Library is in the 
top 20 libraries in the nation in all categories 
indicating a busy library. 

It ranks 20th in attendance at its programs 
per full-time worker, fifth in circulation per 
full-time worker, fifth in visitorship per full-
time worker and first in hours open.

“We employ a different philosophy of what a 
library is and should be here,” Surber says. “The 
library isn’t a place just to get books, although 
you can get books there. A library isn’t just a 
place to read or to get onto the Internet. A 

library is a reflection of the community. It’s 
where they come together. 

“More than anything the library is a physical 
space. In this day and age when so many people 
are disconnected from one another, because of 
the digital advances that we have experienced 
in the last 20 years or so, the library is more and 
more important. Our visitorship has gone up. 
Libraries in general have had visitorship go up 
because people see it as more of a space.”

He says many, but not all, people have 
resources available at home, but they turn 
to the library as a place to bring all that 
information together.

Programs at the library often emerge from 
the talent and interests of the staff. If an idea 
catches on with the public, the library will 
build on that.

A home-school LEGO program has proven 
so popular the library is changing it from once 
a month to twice a month. A scrapbooking 
class, on the hand, was not well attended, but 
Surber will give it another chance.

In a building the size of the Maricopa 
library, programs can conflict. With a Pew poll 
indicating the two top reasons people frequent 
a library are for the children’s storytime 
and for a quiet place to read, the overlap is a 
“troublesome mix.”

Tevault says she would like the city to 
expand the space to expand its services. What 
that would look like is still up in the air. 

Surber says he’s heard discussions about 
opening a branch, which he opposes primarily 
because of the cost and duplication of services.

The library has 963 programs annually, 
placing it in the top dozen in the state.

The library’s “juvenile” clientele (age 11 
and under) is among the most active. It is 
continuing to grow its young adult programs. 
That includes a book discussion group, which 
turned into a teen advisory council, a gamers 
guild and a tech week.

“I’m so happy with our young adult 
programs,” Surber says. “The fact that it’s up and 
running and expanding is a dream of mine.”

And the 20-somethings, he says, are the 
group that reads the most. 

Surber still wants to push up the numbers of 
visitors and circulation per capita. 

“I hope in 10 years this city will have a new 
facility,” he says. “I think the city deserves it. 
I think we’ve proven the residents want it.” 

Maricopa Public Library 

41600 W. Smith-Enke Road, Building 10 

520-568-2926 

Maricopa-AZ.gov/web/

maricopa-public-library

Maricopa’s #1 Realtor

Dayv Morgan
OWNER, REALTOR��

www.MaricopaHomeSmart.com

480-251-4231
dayvmorgan@gmail.com

Specializing in Maricopa 
and the surrounding communities

8 Year Resident of Maricopa

Lance Lane, Agent
20800 N John Wayne Pkwy

Suite 110
520-568-8400

Toll Free: 866-806-9924
LanceLaneInsurance.com

lance@lancelaneinsurance.com
Hablamos Español

I’ll show you how life  
insurance can come in  
handy for more immediate 
family needs, like college. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE.® 
CALL ME TODAY.

There are also benefits now.

With life  
insurance,  
the benefits 
live on.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL
1203076

Lance Lane, Agent
20800 N John Wayne Pkwy, Suite 110

Bus: 520-568-8400
www.lancelaneinsurance.com                                                      

lance@lancelaneinsurance.com                                                    

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL OR GO ONLINE FOR A QUOTE 24/7

Join the
crowd

FOLLOW US FOR

Breaking local news 
• Special offers 

• Upcoming events • Discussion

/InMaricopa            

@InMaricopa
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H
O
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E Gardening

Vegetable gardening in the desert takes 
knowledge of soil and plants.

Getting vegetables to grow is a science. 
Knowing what to do with them can be an art.

This year, the Master Gardeners at the 
University of Arizona Cooperative Extension 
have walked newcomers through the basics of 
getting their soil in shape for sowing and then 
plant selection, fertilization, irrigation and 
cultivation.

Then what?
Dave Brady is always offering gardening 

tips — it’s why he’s a Master Gardener. But this 
spring he is gathering others to share ideas 
and tips for harvesting and properly preparing 
food from the garden.

Anyone wanting to learn can stop in at the 
Maricopa Agricultural Center (MAC) on April 

18 from 9 a.m. to noon. Technically part of a 
series on desert gardening, the class does not 
require registration and is free.

Bring in your 
backyard harvest 
tastily and safely

Story and photos by Raquel Hendrickson

Maricopa Master Gardeners hosted a plant sale at the Maricopa Agricultural Center’s Demonstration Garden and even had a clown 
for some balloon entertainment (below right). Dave Brady (below center) talked about soils during Desert Gardening 101 classes at 
Maricopa Public Library.
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1Harvesting
Two local farmers, Judy Walp and Wayne 

Naegle, will explain best harvesting practices. 
They will talk about correct techniques for 
different plants.

“They’ll talk about how to do it properly,” 
Brady says. “Like how do you harvest spinach. 
Do you cut it off at the ground or pull it out of 
the ground? That kind of stuff.”

Judy and her husband Jerry have a garden 
named for them at the MAC.

2 Food Safety
Stewart Jacobson, the Food Safety Projects 

coordinator for the Arizona Department of 
Agriculture, normally teaches and certifies 
farmers and food handlers in Good Handling 
Practices and Good Agricultural Practices 
(GHP/GAP). For the MAC event, he will fit the 
GHP/GAP to fit the backyard gardener.

Because no one wants to poison themselves 
accidentally.

“He’ll talk about ‘How do I take that, process 
stuff from my garden so I don’t end up making 
my family sick,’” Brady says.

Proper ways to harvest, handle and preserve crops rounds out a desert gardening series 
presented by Maricopa Master Gardeners. 

David Wiens • (602) 368-7256    Dennis Temby • (602) 904-2282
www.KeywizePools.comKEYWIZE POOL PROFESSIONALS LLC

Welcome to Your Backyard Oasis!
You dream it, we create it.

Pool Design & Consulting Services

Call today, enjoy your pool in six weeks!

SIMPLE 

FINANCING 
as low as 

3.85%
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Our focus is Maricopa

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE 
IS ON THE RISE IN MARICOPA.

For Commercial Lease or Purchases
Contact Steve or Jay

www.FindMaricopa.com

S M 
(602) 359-5170

maricopamurray@gmail.com

J S 
(602) 228-2384

jay@� ndmaricopa.com

3 Food Preservation
Cathy Martinez, PhD, is associate agent 

in family, consumer and health sciences at the 
Cooperative Extension. One of her specialties is 
preserving food.

“A lot of people will plant their tomatoes and 
they come in all at once and they can’t eat them,” 
Brady says. “Zucchini is another classic case.”

Martinez says she will briefly talk about 
pressure canning and water-bath canning and 
will mostly talk about freezing and drying 
produce.

Though there is no time to demonstrate the 
skill, she will bring samples of dried veggies for 
participants to taste.

“A lot of things can be dried, like tomatoes 
and onions, and a lot of the things you fix in 
stews like herbs,” she says.

The Master Gardeners hosted popular 
classes in desert gardening at the Maricopa 
Public Library and plan more classes in the 
fall. In January, Brady wants to do another of 
his salsa gardening classes, and then repeat the 
Desert Gardening courses.

Anyone wanting to participate in the April 
event at the MAC can just drop in. The MAC 
is at 37860 W. Smith-Enke Road. For more 
information, call Brady at 520-431-0248 or the 
library at 520-233-2413. 

Extension.Arizona.edu/MaricopaMG
Cals-BigMAC.Arizona.edu

A lot 
of things can 
be dried, like 
tomatoes
and onions, 
and a lot of the 
things you fix 
in stews like 
herbs.”
– Cathy Martinez

The series also 
included soil 
testing, seed 
selection and plant 
cultivation.

20046 N. John Wayne Parkway, Maricopa

(520) 568-6677 • www.SelectionsMaricopa.com
Fast, Friendly & Honest Service!

• Shutters • Blinds • Honeycomb & 
Woven Wood Shades • Silhouette, 
Luminette, Duette • Roller Shades 

• Roman Shades • Sunscreens 

FREE  In-Home 
Estimates & 

FREE Installation!Priority Dealer

Shutters 
starting at

$16.95/sq. ft.

Maricopa’s ONLY Window Fashion Showroom

Whole House 
Special 

$699 
2” Faux Wood Blinds, 

10 Windows up to 60x60, 
2 shades of white
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H
O

M
E Home sales

The most expensive home sold in
Maricopa in the last three months
was a 3,173-square-foot singlefamily
home on the waterfront in Province. 
The four-bedroom, fourbath home 
includes two master suites. It sold 

for $447,500.

Sold price: $447,500

Square feet: 3,173

Price per s.f.: $141.03

Days on market: 58

Builder: Engle Homes

Built: 2006

Bedrooms: 4

Bathrooms: 4

 

Community: Province

Features: Waterfront lot, three-car

garage, covered patio, more than

$190,000 in upgrades, 12-foot ceilings

and Jacuzzi in a gated community

Listing agent: Jay Shaver, The 

Maricopa Real Estate Co.

Buyer agent: Ryan Kading, 

Morrison Residential 

CLEANING-CARPET/FLOORS
Oxi Fresh Carpet Cleaning
520-329-4027

CLEANING-SERVICES
Clean Sweep House Cleaning
480-807-0227
CleanSweepHouseCleaning.com

European House Cleaning Services 
602-703-0098

Sol Sisters Cleaning  
and Home Services LLC 
520-560-2583

COMMERCIAL SPACE
Santa Cruz Commerce Center
Murphy Road & Maricopa-Casa Grande 
Highway
520-568-3246
LeaseAkChin.com

GARAGE
A1 Garage Door Service
2125 E. 5th St., Suite 101, Tempe
480-898-3667
GarageAZ.com

A To Z Garage Door Repair Company
623-337-1209

HOMEBUILDERS
Elliott Homes
17006 N. Rosemont St.
520-568-7264
ElliottHomes.com

Meritage Active Adult
20930 N. Province Parkway
877-291-8747
MeritageHomes.com/Retire

HOME WATCH SERVICES
Anyone Home? 
602-574-7006 
AnyoneHomeAZ.com

Sentinel
520-252-5238
www.azsentinel.com

MORTGAGE LENDERS
AnnieMac Home Mortgage
211 N. Florence St., Suite 2
Casa Grande
520-836-7776
Annie-Mac.com

POOL DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION
BlueWave Pools & Spas
2602 W. Baseline Road, Mesa
480-491-3000
 
Keywize Pool Professionals
602-368-7256
KeywizePools.com

Maricopa Pools
20924 N. John Wayne Parkway
480-658-5544
MaricopaPools.com
 
POOL SERVICE
APEX Pool Services
520-431-9733 

Hidden Valley Pool Service
P.O. Box 1348 
520-233-7528 

POOL SUPPLIES
Ace Hardware 
21542 N. John Wayne Parkway
520-494-7805 
MaricopaAce.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Ahwatukee Realty & Property 
Management
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, 
Suite 120
520-568-3572
AhwatukeeRealty.com

Desert Canyon Properties
Rita Weiss 
44332 W. Rhinestone Road
602-818-2511
DesertCanyonProperties.com

REAL ESTATE
Ahwatukee Realty & Property 
Management
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway,  
Suite 120
520-568-3572
AhwatukeeRealty.com

Coldwell Banker  
Residential Brokerage 
Terry Sperry
1045 W. Queen Creek Road,  
Suite 1, Chandler
509-869-8161 
AZMoves.com/Terry.Sperry

Desert Canyon Properties 
Rita Weiss
44332 W. Rhinestone Road
602-818-2511
DesertCanyonProperties.com

HomeSmart Success
Dayv Morgan 
19756 N. John Wayne Parkway,  
Suite 100
480-251-4231
MaricopaHomeSmart.com

The Maricopa Real Estate Company
Steve Murray
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite 101
602-359-5170
tmreco.com

The Maricopa Real Estate Company
Jay Shaver
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite 101
602-228-2384
FindMaricopa.com

Want to have your business 
featured in the next edition?  
Contact InMaricopa at 
Advertising@InMaricopa.com or 
520-568-0040 ext. 2

REAL ESTATE & HOME SERVICES Directory

8

42463 W. Blue Suede Shoes Lane

SOLD
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EXCELLENT 
[No violations found.]

• Bashas’ Deli
• Bead and Berry
• Brooklyn Boys Italian 

Restaurant & Pizza
• Butterfield Elementary
• Central Arizona College 

Culinary
• Desert Wind Middle School
• The Duke at Rancho el Dorado
• Express Stop
• Firehouse Subs
• Great Wall Chinese Restaurant
• The Green Zone Nutrition
• Helen’s Kitchen
• JB Farmer’s Convenience Store
• Jack in the Box
• Legacy Traditional School
• Little Caesar’s Pizza
• Maricopa Elementary
• Maricopa Head Start
• Maricopa High School
• Maricopa Wells Middle School
• Native New Yorker
• The New HQ
• Papa John’s Pizza
• Papago Cantina
• Penascos Mexican Restaurant
• Plaza Bonita
• Saddleback Elementary
• Say Sushi
• Sequoia Pathway Academy

• Sequoia Pathway Academy 
Secondary

• Sunrise Café
• Taco Bell
• Tacos ‘n’ More
• Walgreens
• Walmart 
• Walmart Bakery
• Walmart Deli
• Walmart McDonald’s
• Yogurt Jungle

SATISFACTORY 
[Violations corrected 
during inspection.]
• None

NEEDS IMPROVEMENT 
[Critical item noted during 
inspection cannot be corrected 
immediately, requiring 
follow-up inspection.]
• None

UNACCEPTABLE 
[Gross, unsanitary conditions 
necessitating the discontinuation 
of operations.]
• None

Source: Pinal County Department of 

Health Services, Jan. 1 - March 9

h

347 Grill
UltraStar Multi-tainment Center
16000 Maricopa Road
520-568-3456
UltraStarAkChin.com

Agave’s Restaurant 
Harrah’s Ak-Chin 
15406 N. Maricopa Road
480-802-5000
HarrahsAkChin.com

Arroyo Grille
Ak-Chin Southern Dunes Golf Club 
48456 W. Highway 238
520-568-2000
GolfSouthernDunes.com

Luxe Lounge 
UltraStar Multi-tainment Center
16000 Maricopa Road
520-568-3456
UltraStarAkChin.com

Native Grill & Wings
21164 N. John Wayne Parkway 
520-568-6077
NativeGrillAndWings.com

The Range Steakhouse
Harrah’s Ak-Chin 
15406 N. Maricopa Road
480-802-5000
HarrahsAkChin.com

Sonic Drive-In
21470 N. John Wayne Parkway
520-316-6000
SonicDriveIn.com/
 
Water & Ice
20928 N John Wayne Parkway, 
Suite C7
520-568-4740
 
Yogurt Jungle
21101 N. John Wayne Parkway,  
Suite E-105
480-677-8222
YogurtJungle.com

Want to have your business 
featured in the next edition? 
Contact InMaricopa at 
Advertising@InMaricopa.com or 
520-568-0040 ext 2.

Featured Restaurants

8

HEALTH INSPECTION RESULTS



W

 Vol. 10 Issue 1 | InMaricopa.com 39

Restaurant profile

8 years later,  
Barro’s expands 
Maricopa pizzeria 
Story and photo by Raquel Hendrickson

Within a year of opening in Maricopa in 
2007, owner Ken Barro says it was obvious his 
pizzeria needed more space.

“It was one of our smallest bars,” he says.
It was also hit early on, with a lunch rush 

and crowded weekends. That was a problem, 
but a good problem to have.

Barro knew they had to expand to make 
seating more accommodating and accessible. 
Ideas for a patio space did not pan out and 
other negotiations and discussions stayed at 
the conversation level. So, at 2,400 square feet, 
Barro’s Pizza continued to bide its time until 
opportunity knocked on the glass pane of the 
front door.

That happened when the restaurant’s next-
door neighbor, RadioShack, moved. The Barro 
family opened discussions with the landlord 

about the space.
In mid-January, Barro’s officially expanded 

to 4,100 square feet. Barro says it is still a work 
in progress as they have plans for signage and 
expanding the counter.

Barro, who owns the company of 35 Arizona 
restaurants with brothers Mike and Bruce, 
says he wasn’t sure how the Maricopa location 
would do back in 2007 because Barro’s Pizza is 
not a large corporate entity with franchises.

“We had been successful with locations in 
the Valley, but I was a little concerned with 
name recognition,” he says.

But Maricopa was booming at the time. 
Barro, who lives in Chandler, had friends move 
to Maricopa, which piqued his interest in the 
community. It seemed like it would be a good 
fit for a company that tries to be involved with 

community, connecting with Little League and 
schools.

“I thought it would be a matter of time and 
serving a good product,” Barro says.

Barro calls the restaurants’ menu of pizza, 
sandwiches and wings “comfort food.” It 
is a family tradition that started with his 
grandmother Angelina and continued through 
the next generations.

The Barro family opened a restaurant in 
Chicago in 1961. Angelina and her sons moved 
to Southern California and opened another 
restaurant. That is where Ken Barro grew up, 
working for his father.

“I realized this was something I wanted to 
do,” he says.

While part of the Barro family remained in 
California, opening the Lamppost Pizza series 
of locations, Ken’s folks moved to Arizona and 
opened the first Barro’s Pizza in Mesa in 1980.

It remains a family tradition. Go to the 
Maricopa location, and you’re likely to see 
Ken’s daughter Danielle keeping things running 
smoothly in the expanded space.

“We did not want to compete with cookie-
cutter restaurants,” Ken Barro says. “We want to 
be like your neighborhood pizzeria.” 

Kaitlin Fruchey (left) and Danielle Barro 
serve up a slice at Barro’s Pizza.
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Gluten-free Applesauce Cake 
Ingredients

2 cups sugar
2 cups gluten free flour (I use Trader Joe’s  
All Purpose Flour)
1 cup unsweetened applesauce
1 cup canola oil
3 eggs
1 tsp cinnamon
1 tsp baking soda

1 tsp salt

 
Directions

1. Preheat oven at 325°.
2. Grease baking pan and dust with flour.
3. Combine ingredients in a large bowl.
4. Bake 45-55 minutes or until a toothpick comes 

out clean.

Raquel hendrickson

ABOUT THE BAKER

Celina Shepherd
Family: Husband and daughter

Occupation: Client Loyalty 

Coordinator, InMaricopa

Home: Native Arizonan, one 

year Maricopan

Why gluten-free: My family 

and I have felt wonderful since 

switching to gluten-free food 

approximately two years ago 

and feel it has been the most 

rewarding health decision 

we’ve made so far. 

Why this recipe: This recipe is 

a great example of how baking 

gluten-free can be both cost-

effective and simple.

Favorite baker: Christa 

Shauger, my amazing friend 

and baking coach

Favorite cooking show: “The 

Pioneer Woman”

Celina Shepherd switched 
to a gluten-free diet two 
years ago and is always 
finding tasty recipes.
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Comfort Keepers® provides the kind of trusted,
in-home care that helps people maintain full
and independent lives, right in the comfort of
their own home.

Our Comfort Keepers® are carefully screened,
trained, bonded, and insured.

S E R V I C E S

• Medication Reminders
• Respite
• Bathing
• Grooming and Dressing
• Meal Preparation
• Housekeeping
• Laundry
• Incidental Transportation
• Errands and Shopping
• Companionship

W E  A R E  C O M F O R T  K E E P E R S ®

Our Family Is Here To Give Comfort To Your Family

W W W. C O M F O R T K E E P E R S . C O M

Maricopa and Surrounding Areas

520-233-2848

Your Maricopa resource for senior and home care



P.O. Box 1018
Maricopa, AZ 85139 Postal Customer

Local

ECRWSS

Located at Murphy Rd. & Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.

For leasing info: 520-568-3246
Brokers Welcome! 

www.leaseakchin.com

c u s t o m  l e a s i n g  s o l u t i o n s  i n  a  n a t i ve  e nv i r o n m e n t

c u s t o m  l e a s i n g  s o l u t i o n s  i n  a  n a t i ve  e nv i r o n m e n tA DEVELOPMENT OF THE AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY

Two Suites Immediately Available in the Mesquite Building

Located on Murphy Road on the west side of the Commerce Center, 
the Mesquite Building now has two offce/warehouse suites for lease. 

Suite C has 2,856 square feet of flex space and is fully air-conditioned 
with two ADA bathrooms and a janitor/storage closet on the ground 
floor. This suite also has a mezzanine with an office. 

Suite D offers 2,066 square feet of flex space with two air-conditioned 
offices and one ADA unisex bathroom. The warehouse space features 
a 18-1/2' minimum clear height with a 16' x 16' overhead door.

Tenants of Santa Cruz Commerce Center can take advantage of 
below market lease rates, lower utility costs and tax savings.
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