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WHO WANTS
ROTARY PARK?

SPORTS

Rattlers to train at Copper Sky
Page 19

Aron Rauch, president of Maricopa Rotary Club, stands at Rotary Park, which is next to Maricopa Unified School District. The city is debating whether
to acquire the park. Page 8
ADAM WOLFE

“Our players have one responsibility and
that is to continue to let people see the
qualities Nate [Ford] displayed on the
baseball field and in the community.”
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Source: InMaricopa.com poll; 636 total votes

— Baseball coach Andrew Pollak, Page 24

3%

POSTAL CUSTOMER
YES

NO

UNDECIDED

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Maricopa, AZ
Permit No. 13

2m OPINION InMaricopa.com

March 2016

NOTEBOOK

Never be in a hurry to make a mistake
BY RAQUEL HENDRICKSON
EDITOR
Maricopa cannot develop quickly enough
for a lot of residents. The sight of empty lots
in key locations and a redundancy of some
business types are a cause for frustration.
Everyone has a list of businesses they
would love to see come to town. Not all are
practical. Fewer still are interested.
That’s not a bad thing. It’s reality.
Recognizing the reality of Maricopa’s
marketplace for its strengths and
weaknesses prevents major bungling.
Push for progress, but never be in a
hurry to make a mistake.
Many lament the slowdown that hit
Maricopa in the recession, but the city has
spun that as an opportunity to get a handle
on growth. Though it does not excuse

plodding behavior or excessive red tape, for is on the city’s proposed General Plan.
How should commercial areas develop and
there’s some truth in that.
Whether commercial or residential, how will that impact infrastructure, traffic
flow, the environment and public
developments have risk. One
safety? A lot of decisions are
hasty decision can ripple for many
wrapped in that, and with them
years. No one wants to bring in
many opportunities for mistakes
a business that cannot meet its
at the private and municipal levels.
financial goals. That helps no one.
It’s not useful to demand
Finding the perfect fit is the
that retailer or this restaurant
challenge of the landowners and
or the long-promised overpass
their development partners. The
right now. Nor is sitting back
city’s Economic Development
RAQUEL
Department is tasked with HENDRICKSON and counting on fate just
because population models show
helping that process while also
bringing jobs to the community. Could 30-percent growth in the next five years.
Keep pushing for progress, frustrated
that be happening more quickly and more
obviously? Many Maricopans emphatically Maricopans, but understand the slow
sequence of repercussions. As Winston
say, “Yes!”
Churchill said, “Only one link in the chain
But one thing at a time.
Where public opinion has been begged of destiny can be handled at a time.”
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COMET introducing fare pass for fixed route
BY RAQUEL HENDRICKSON
For Maricopa’s transit department, it’s
been slow going as staff works out the best
approach to gain and serve riders.
City of Maricopa Express Transit
(COMET) has been in a constant state of
adjustment. It has had steady use of its
demand response route, averaging about
50 passengers a week. Its new limited fixed
route usually has 7-8 passengers a week.
“We’re actually on course to increase
our ridership 30.2 percent for the year,”
Maestas said.
That would equal more than 4,000
trips for the fiscal year. The total from
July 2014 through June 2015 was fewer
than 3,000.
Now the department is introducing
fare passes for the fixed route.
“The pass prevents the driver from

having to do the task of making change,”
Maestas said. “It’s just practical.”
Rides in the six-passenger minivans
are 50 cents each.
Maestas said his department is also
working on a program for monthly
passes that could involve a discount,
but that would have to go before the city
council for approval.
The mediocre numbers for the limited
fixed route have been a sensitive point
for the department. COMET started as a
fixed-route system in 2010 but after a year
was transitioned to the demand response
system.
The new fixed route has been operating for less than a year. Maestas said it
is not even established yet and should not
be prejudged.
The fixed route is operating without
bus stop signage, with the exception of

the Central Arizona College campus.
Transportation planner David Maestas
said that is because the route has not been
carved in stone.
Development Services hopes to
improve the efficiency of the fixed route
system by eliminating seldom-used stops
at City Hall and the Park-n-Ride. The
future overpass may also impact the route.
“One change we are proposing to the
route is to change the route to a circular
route,” Maestas said. “What that does
is it closes the loop without lengthening

the hours. It makes it feasible for
somebody to have the assurance
to go shopping and reasonably be
able to get back home.”
He said Development Services
hopes to acquire right-of-way for
bus stops and install bus stop
signs, work through the budget
to develop bus shelters and aggressively
market the bus stop locations.
Development Services Director Martin
Scribner said the effort is to grow the
transit system incrementally.
“What we really want is not a repeat
of things that might have happened in the
past,” he said. “We’re trying to edge our
way forward, and so far we feel it’s working
really well.”

Maricopa-AZ.gov/web/Living/TravelTransportation

Who does your
heart beat for?
Learn more at dignityhealth.org/arizona
Trust your heart to our cardiac experts.

Arizona General
Hospital

Chandler Regional
Medical Center

Mercy Gilbert
Medical Center

St. Joseph’s Hospital
and Medical Center

St. Joseph’s Westgate
Medical Center
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MARCH
3
Maricopa Youth Town Hall
8:30 a.m.-2:15 p.m., Copper Sky Multigenerational
Complex
55345 W. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Youth Symposium, featuring Run Jump Throw
9 a.m.-2 p.m., Maricopa Elementary School
18150 N. Alterra Parkway
Gary Kiehne Meet-and-Greet
5:30 p.m., Ak-Chin Southern Dunes
48456 W. Highway 238
Sixth Grade Orientation & Informational
Meeting
6 p.m., Leading Edge Academy
18700 N. Porter Road
Paying for College Workshop
6:30 p.m., Central Arizona College-Maricopa
17945 N. Regent Drive

For the Love of
Chocolate Fun Run
March 5, 2016

4
Terri Clark in Concert
8 p.m., The Lounge at Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino
15406 N. Maricopa Road
5
Sun Life “For the Love of Chocolate” Fun Run
8 a.m., Copper Sky Regional Park
55345 W. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Spring Fling Craft & Vendor Fair
8 a.m., Maricopa Community Church
44977 W. Hathaway Ave.
8
Coffee with Friends of the Maricopa Library
1:30 p.m., Maricopa Public Library
41600 W. Smith-Enke Road
9
Business to Business Expo
5-7 p.m., Central Arizona College
17945 N. Regent Drive
10-12
Maricopa Community Theatre presents “Blithe
Spirit”
7 p.m. (matinee 2 p.m. Saturday), Maricopa High
School Lecture Hall
45012 W. Honeycutt Ave.
12
Second Saturday Market
8-11 a.m., Copper Sky Regional Park
55345 W. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Rededication of Tevin Jenkins Memorial
11 a.m., Corner of SR 347 and Maricopa Road
(southbound)

Copper Sky Complex, Maricopa
To learn more visit:

www.SunLifeRun.com
Sponsored By:

march 27
reservations
required
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12-25
Arizona Rattlers Public Practices
12:30-2:30 p.m., Copper Sky Regional Park
55345 W. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
15
Leading Edge Groundbreaking
8:30 a.m., Leading Edge Academy
18700 N. Porter Road
Maricopa Artists Opening Reception
5-7 p.m., City Hall
39700 W. Civic Center Plaza
City Council Work Session
6 p.m., City Hall
39700 W. Civic Center Plaza

7

24
Stand-Up for Veterans Resource Fair
5-8 p.m., City Hall
39700 W. Civic Center Plaza
26
Maricopa March Madness 3-on-3 Basketball
Tournament
8 a.m., Copper Sky Regional Park, 55345 W. Martin
Luther King Jr. Blvd., and
Pacana Park, 19000 N. Porter Road

Affordable Family Care!

3-Hour Movie Critic: Superman vs. Batman
10 a.m., UltraStar Multi-tainment Center
16000 N. Maricopa Road
Arizona Rattlers Fan Fest
11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., UltraStar Multi-tainment Center
16000 N. Maricopa Road

City Council Meeting
7 p.m., City Hall
39700 W. Civic Center Plaza
Coffee with Friends of the Maricopa Library
1:30 p.m., Maricopa Public Library
41600 W. Smith-Enke Road
16
Maricopa Unified School District Governing
Board Meeting
6:30 p.m., District Office
44150 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway

Daddy Daughter Dance
4-7 p.m., Maricopa Wells Middle School
45725 W. Honeycutt Ave.
“Spice of Life” Senior Variety Show
6 p.m., Maricopa High School Performing Arts Center
45012 W. Honeycutt Ave.
Frankie Ballard in Concert
8 p.m., UltraStar Multi-tainment Center Amphitheater
16000 N. Maricopa Road

18
“A Touch of Class” Prom Fashion Show
6-9 p.m., Maricopa High School Performing Arts Center
45012 W. Honeycutt Ave.

27
Coffee with Friends of the Maricopa Library
1:30 p.m., Maricopa Public Library
41600 W. Smith-Enke Road

17
Third Thursday on the Porch
9-11 a.m., Maricopa Public Library
41600 W. Smith-Enke Road

30
Maricopa Unified School District Governing
Board Meeting
6:30 p.m., District Office
44150 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway

19
Salsa Festival & Maricopa Science City
2-8 p.m., Copper Sky Regional Park
55345 W. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
22
Coffee with Friends of the Maricopa Library
1:30 p.m., Maricopa Public Library
41600 W. Smith-Enke Road

• Wisdom Teeth
• Implants
• Facial trauma
• Bone Grafting
• Oral Biopsy

$25

FREE

SECOND
OPINION

ADULT HEALTHY
MOUTH CLEANING

APRIL
2
Maricopa Music Circle Spring Concert
7 p.m., UltraStar Multi-tainment Center Amphitheater
16000 N. Maricopa Road
For details on these and other local events, visit
InMaricopa.com/Calendar.

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 128

(480) 659-9820
www.SanTanOralSurgey.com

Facial rejuvenation
without surgery

2006

2016

YEARS

Ask about our flexible in-house

Financing Plans!

“We are grateful we found your
practice. The staff is welcoming
and friendly and the doctor made
us feel we are valued patients.”
– Nancy Moore

44600 W. Smith-Enke Rd., Suite 103
Maricopa, AZ 85139

www.CobblestoneDental.com

Dr. Ehfad M. Shah

(520) 413-3589

8m GOVERNMENT InMaricopa.com

March 2016

Rotary Park’s future hinges
on City Hall, even overpass
ERPASS
OV

SR

347

BY ADAM WOLFE
Before Maricopa was a city, it had a park.
Back when the Heritage District was not
called the Heritage District but was just
Maricopa, the local Rotary Club saw the
unincorporated community’s need for
safe recreation.
The club was only 2 years old in 1956
when it decided the community needed
a pool. According to Patricia Brock’s
“Reflections of a Desert Town,” Rotarians
John Smith and Fred Enke donated 3.5
acres, and the club raised money and
donated labor to construct the swimming
pool in 1958.
The park included a lawn shaded by

trees, a ramada with picnic tables and
grills, a basketball court, volleyball pit and
bathrooms.
For decades, the pool was the place to
go in the summer.
But times changed in Maricopa. The
community grew, eventually incorporating
and building a city park called Pacana.
When Copper Sky Regional Park and its
aquatic center opened in 2014, Maricopa
Rotary Club closed its swimming pool.
Now, the city maintains the lawn
area while the Rotary Club manages the
now-drained pool, locked restrooms,
basketball court and ramada.
The Maricopa City Council is
contemplating taking over Rotary Park to

make sure the Heritage District continues
to have a usable park.
The Council seems to favor taking
ownership of park, but the debate over
how much of the park to maintain remains
a divisive issue.
“We would like to acquire at least
the park and get the restrooms open,”
Maricopa Community Services Directory
Kristie Riester said. “Right now the
bathrooms are secured and closed off and
unavailable for people that are accessing
the park to use.”
Rotary President Aron Rausch said
he has doubts the property can legally be
split between two owners, another issue to
be studied by City Hall.

ADAM WOLFE

Rotary Park in the Heritage District dates back
to the 1950s.

If the Council moves forward with
the purchase of the park, the city would
conduct a survey of the park. The cost of
the survey is approximately $6,320 and
another $7,300 is expected to go toward
renovations of the restrooms.
Though the city has not done a study
of the pool costs, City Manager Gregory
Rose estimated repair costs would exceed
$500,000. Reister said her rough guess
for renovating the existing structure was

Saturday, March 19
2p.m. - 8p.m. • copper sky
entertainment • Great Food
vendor villaGe • cantina

salsa competition
this event is a traditional salsa competition with contestants
battling for a $1,000 cash prize for Best overall salsa.
there is a minimal cost to enter the competition, with the opportunity to win
$500 cash awards for Best Mild Salsa, Best hot Salsa, and Most unusual Salsa.
Sponsored
in part by:

admission is Free!
www.maricopasalsaFestival.com

March 2016
$1 million.
“When I first moved here, we used
that pool a lot,” council member Vincent
Manfredi said. “Does Rotary have any
intention to spend the million dollars to
fix it? If they don’t, there is no point in not
acquiring the whole (park) and just taking
the pool out or repurposing it. Otherwise
it’s just going to fall apart, become an
eyesore or create a hazard.”
Ideas such as a community garden
or playground equipment have been
mentioned as an alternative if the pool is
filled in.
“I think the issue here is if there is
interest in having the city staff move
forward and start these negotiations,”
Mayor Christian Price said. “The longterm plan needs to be brought back before
us so we can make the ultimate decision.
If (the park is) going to come to us, then it
needs to be of a new use. We have to have
the right to change that in the future.”
Another issue surrounding the park is
whether it will stay a park when the State
Route 347 overpass is built.

InMaricopa.com GOVERNMENT

DEVIN CARSON

Rotary Park was created to build a community pool, which was completed in 1958. The pool closed
when Copper Sky Regional Park opened.

Comprehensive Cancer Clinic

9

One of the elements of the overpass is
the redirection of traffic from MaricopaCasa Grande Highway to Honeycutt
Road. The Arizona Department of
Transportation is working on an
alternative that would expand an existing
access road by Maricopa Unified School
District and direct it through to the MCG
Highway.
If ADOT sticks to that plan, the road
would be directly adjacent to and even
within the borders of Rotary Park. That
could affect park operations.
If the park is no longer used as a park,
the ownership rights are transferred
back to the original title holder, Maricopa
Community Services Company, because it
was deeded to the Rotary Club as a park.
“I’m concerned about the clause that if
it no longer serves as a park it reverts back
to the granter,” Councilmember Peggy
Chapados said. “We can’t guarantee what
the future of that land will be. With the
future of Maricopa-Casa Grande and the
347 and the changes in that area, we can’t
guarantee what it will be.”

Ironwood Cancer
& Research Centers

MOST MAJOR INSURANCES
Medicare / AHCCCS
Uninsured? We can help!

44572 W. Bowlin Road
Maricopa, AZ 85138
44572
W.8Bowlin
Mon-Fri
a.m. to 5Road
p.m.
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The Duke at Rancho El
Dorado is frequently busy
but was still hurt by a
Valley-wide 30-percent
drop in Canadian visitors.

Maricopa,
AZ
(closed
12-1 p.m.
for85138
lunch)

Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(closed 12-1 p.m. for lunch)

Family Health Care
RAQUEL HENDRICKSON

• Welcoming new patients of all ages
• Prescription pick-up available
• Immunizations for children & adults
• Sports & employment physicals
NEW

Integrated Behavioral
Services

NEW
OFFICE

40
Years of

Excellence in health care!

(520) 568-2245
www.SunLifeFamilyHealth.org

The Duke focused on improvements
after coming off market
BY RAQUEL HENDRICKSON
As a profitable venture for its owner,
The Duke at Rancho El Dorado is off the
market, but one of its sister courses is for
sale.
Wilson Gee, CEO of RMJ Property
Inc., said The Duke was only up for sale
because a potential buyer reached out.
“We had an unsolicited offer, and we
thought since we had four of them, we
would sell one of them,” Gee said. “When
that deal didn’t come through, we said,
‘No, let’s keep it.’”
The course was on the market for about
six months. RMJ also owns Foothills Golf
Club, Club West and Ahwatukee Country
Club. Club West is now on the market for
$1.95 million.
Gee said his interest in The Duke now
is its improvement as a golf venue. That
is a reprieve from issues of other RMJ
Properties.
Gee’s company infamously bought and
closed the Ahwatukee Lakes Golf Course
in what turned into a lawsuit in 2014
and a public relations nightmare with
neighbors. In 2015, that property was sold
to The True Life Companies. It continues
to be a business headache. Gee’s initial
plans with Pulte Homes to redevelop
the Lakes property into residential
neighborhoods did not materialize, and
letting the land go vacant ended its tax
break as a golf course. The result is a $1.6
million tax bill from Maricopa County.
The Duke, meanwhile, has not been
under threat of redevelopment.
“I like everything running smoothly
and getting back to basics,” Gee said.

“Running a golf course and not worrying
about the rest of the world.”
He said the challenges of The Duke are
“more golf-technical things than business
planning.”
That includes finding solutions to
normal weather issues that affect the
course and dealing with the abnormal
weather of the past year. Three holes in
particular are impacted by rain.
“We’re spending money improving it,”
Gee said. “Our biggest problem has been
in the rainy season when a couple of the
holes get flooded and we have to close it.
So we’re trying to resolve that. Maybe put
some berms in. Maybe raise the bridge a
little bit that the carts go over.”
General Manager Stephen Reish said
that involves holes 1, 2 and 4. When access
to the first hole gets flooded, he said, no
one can finish.
“This is the middle of the season,
and El Nino affected us,” Gee said. “The
weather was strange this year. You can
manage all you want, but you cannot
control Mother Nature.”
The owner also called the wind in
Maricopa an issue. He said the solution
might be heavier sand as part of the
overall improvements. He said he comes
to Maricopa every two weeks to meet with
management.
If the weather can’t be controlled,
neither can the international market.
“We were hurt by the Canadians not
showing up in numbers this year,” Gee
said. “It’s down 30 percent, but that’s
Valley-wide. We only control our little
part of the world, which is trying to get the
golf course up to snuff.”

March 2016
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BUSINESS TAX TIPS
BY JIM CHASTON, CPA
1. Congress has gotten serious about correct classification of employee versus independent
contractors and increased penalties drastically. Penalties can be more than 100 percent of
payments for misclassified employees. Listen to a tax professional, not other business associates
and friends. Employee/Contractor classification is based on behavioral control, financial control
and a relationship test, NOT a written contract.
2. Identity theft is a huge issue. Be sure to secure all digital and electronic information, encrypt
hard drives, require passwords, install firewalls and anti-virus software, etc.
3. Repairs and Small Equipment Regulation requires most repairs and small equipment be
capitalized and not expensed when paid. A safe harbor
allowing you to expense an item up to $500 if you file
the election to do so with your return was increased to
$2,500 effective Jan. 1, 2016.
4. Section 179 Depreciation increased to $500,000 for
2015 from $25,000.
5. You can still get a tax credit for implementing a
retirement plan in your company for up to 50
percent of the cost of implementation.
520-568-3303
Jim@ChastonCPA.com
ChastonCPA.com

Jim Chaston

21542 N. John Wayne Parkway • (520) 494-7805
www.MaricopaAce.com
Prices good through March 31, 2016
W e A r e C o m f o rt K e e pe r S ®

ASK THE EXPERT REV. SHERIOLYN CURRY, CERTIFIED SENIOR ADVISOR

Q
Q

My elderly mother is unable to travel
alone but really wants to go to her
brother’s 90th birthday celebration…
in another state. I can’t take her. Are there
services that can help her?
My husband and I had our hearts
set on a cruise for our 50th wedding
anniversary. Although it’s a few
months away, he’s had a recent fall, and I can’t
handle him alone. Actually I’m afraid to do so.
Can Caregivers travel with us? What can we do?

A

Both of these scenarios are quite common.
Most Seniors still like to travel, but they think
they have to give it up because it is too difficult to
manage by themselves.
Traveling can be daunting under the best
circumstances, but for seniors, elderly, those with
disabilities, or those recovering or rehabilitating
from an illness or injury, it can seem particularly
overwhelming or unmanageable.
With our Travel Companion and Transportation
Assistance Services, it doesn’t have to be. We
can provide help throughout your entire trip.

From assistance with travel arrangements, to
exceptional care and companionship during the
trip. Whether you’re on a cruise, staying at a resort,
attending a business meeting, or simply visiting
family or friends, we strive to make your vacation
or visit as comfortable as possible, with qualified
travel companions to accommodate your needs.
They can help you get there, get home, and even
help throughout your entire stay.
To make certain your travel is as safe and
stress-f ree as possible, our travel companions and
transportation assistance help throughout every
leg of the trip with things such as:
Assistance with airport check-in and ticketing,
getting through security or customs and ground
transportation. Trained Caregivers can even
assist with grooming, dressing, personal care,
medication reminders and more!
Don’t let travel apprehension stop you or your
loved one from going where you want to go and
doing what you love. A licensed and bonded travel
companion may be your answer. Contact us today
to discuss your specific situation and to see how
we can help.

Maricopa resident
Rev. Sheriolyn Curry
operates companies
specializing in senior
services: Non-medical
in-home care (Comfort
Keepers), education and
awareness (Covenant
Family Services), and
transitional housing for
seniors (Solace Place).
For more information,
to schedule a free
home visit, or to ask her
a question, contact
her at MaricopaAZ@
ComfortKeepers.com or
480-659-9201.

Comfort Keepers® provides the
kind of trusted, in-home care that
helps people maintain full and
independent lives, right in the
comfort of their own home.

maricopa and Surrounding Areas

480-659-9201
520-233-2848

W W W. C o m f o rt K e e pe r S . C o m

Each office independently owned and operated. 2010 CK Franchising, Inc.

How to deal with travel assistance for you or your loved ones.
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BUSINESS BRIEFS

Chamber committee searches
for new director
A search committee has been formed
to find a new executive director for the
Maricopa Chamber of Commerce.
After the resignation of CEO Marla
Lewis on Jan. 27, the chamber’s Board of
Directors took applications through Feb.
12. Chamber President Suzie Miller said
the process has been turned over to the
new committee and the board hopes to
hire the new director this month
Chamber members are keeping the
doors of the office open as much as
possible during the transition.

Business Licenses

The best way to fight breast cancer
is to find it early.
Mammography is the single best tool for finding breast cancer. And at Banner
Casa Grande Medical Center, we offer digital mammography. That means you
can benefit from less radiation exposure, shorter exam times and enhanced
image clarity resulting in 28% more breast cancer being detected. Early
detection is the best way to protect yourself from breast cancer.

SCHEDULE YOUR MAMMOGRAM TODAY: (520) 381-6700

www.BannerHealth.com/CasaGrande •

/BannerCasaGrande

Mammograms for uninsured and underinsured women are provided
through a grant from Susan G. Komen ® Central and Northern
Arizona (Komen CAN AZ). Call (520) 381-6744 to learn more.

Business licenses issued in February by
the city of Maricopa:
Commercial: Brian Petersheim
Home-based: Mohammed Nafiz, Eby
Holdings, Mark Barley, Blissful &
Healthy, Robert Bugher, Rent Maricopa,
Show Me Traveling Chef Service, Curt F.
Von Delius, Myra A. Garrow
Out of town: Sunland Inc. Asphalt &
Sealcoating, Environmental Earthscapes,
Motive Energy Telecommunications
Group, The Panini People, Robert
Shakman, Filam Enterprises, MKTG
Inc., Southwest Life & Equipment, Tailor
Made Non-Medical Homecare, M&S
Equipment, Sarah Wenger

Health inspections
The Pinal County Environmental Health
Department inspected two eateries in

Yogurt Jungle
FILE PHOTO

Maricopa in February. Yogurt Jungle and
True Grit Tavern both received “excellent”
ratings, meaning no violations were
found.

Business to Business Expo
This year’s Business to Business Expo
is March 9, 5-7 p.m., at Central Arizona
College, Maricopa Campus, in Building A.
The campus is at 17945 Regent Drive. Last
year’s event sold out. There is room for 48
exhibitors.
The third annual event is sponsored by
Maricopa Center for Entrepreneurship,
Maricopa Chamber of Commerce and
Central Arizona College. B2B Expo allows
residents to see what Maricopa businesses
have to offer and lets business owners
network.
Registration is $26.

info@maricopainnovates.com
520-510-5535

March 2016
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To cleanse or not to cleanse
in your fitness regimen
BY AARON GILBERT, CSCS

What is a cleanse or detox diet?
Detox diets, or cleanses, typically include
Oops … Your spouse, with the best of a highly restrictive list of foods, juices, teas
and/or a whole lot of nothing (i.e.
intentions, knowing full well you’ve
fasting). These diets will typically
been working so hard lately at
require you to purchase “detox/
adopting some healthier habits,
cleanse kits” or premade juices.
surprises you after a long day at
The promise? To rid your body
work with your favorite indulgence
of all the bad stuff, toxins. Sounds
— pizza. Immediately you do what
like a sweet deal, right? Maybe not
any normal person would do in
this circumstance — indulge, AARON GILBERT so much. Let’s take a look:
then moments later, lament. This
manifests into a solace-seeking Facebook Buyer Beware
post describing the ordeal in detail. A cleanse can possibly do more harm than
Seemingly in nanoseconds, every guru good. Reported side effects include:
in your Facebook universe comes to the
• Intense headaches
rescue with the en vogue, quick-fix solution
• Sleep problems
to “Just cleanse.”
• Feeling weak or dizzy

• Many cleanses are also low in protein.
Protein deficiencies can prevent your
body’s natural ability to eliminate
toxins.
• Here’s a big one: Cleansing will not
help you lose weight, at least not the fat
weight you want to lose.
• Any weight loss is probably from water,
stored carbohydrate and stuff in your
intestines — all of which will come back
in a few hours after the cleanse ends.
• Many cleanses are so low in calories
they’ll negatively affect your hormonal
health.

The Solution: Cleanse Naturally
1. If you’re eating too much, you’re
building up more toxins. For general
use, try your using your hand for
portion and calorie control. Active
women — one palm size of lean protein,
one fist of dark green vegetable, one
cupped hand of a minimally processed,
whole carbohydrate and one full thumb
of healthy fat. Active men — two palms
of lean protein, two fists of dark green

vegetable, two cupped hands of minimally processed, whole carbohydrate
and two full thumbs of a healthy fat.
2. Drink enough fluids, minimally 3.7
liters a day for men and 2.7 liters for
women.
3. Get outside in the sun and enjoy some
fresh air each day. The sun makes
vitamin D happen from our exposure
to it.
4. Exercise and sweat regularly. Skin is a
major organ, and this is where a lot of
toxins leave the body.
Keeping it simple with well-balanced
nutrition made up of mostly whole, real
foods, along with plenty of water, exercise
and some fresh air will do your mind and
body some wonders.
Oh, and you can enjoy a yummy, detoxifying pizza guilt-free by making it with a
low net carb, whole grain crust, along with
a low sugar sauce, loaded with lean protein,
and plenty of veggies.
Aaron Gilbert is the owner of Longevity
Athletics.

f SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING
f TAX PREPARATION
f TAX PLANNING

LOWER YOUR TAXES!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Take advantage of tax credits.
Contribute to your retirement, Roth IRA.
Get organized.
Know this year’s tax rules changes.
Have qualified health insurance.
Hang-up on the IRS Scam phone calls.
Protect your identity.

Visit ChastonCPA.com for details.
We have moved to:
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 110
Maricopa, AZ 85139
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• Tax Return Preparation
• Tax Audit Representation
• Strategic Tax Planning & Consulting
• Transaction Structuring
• Business Consulting
• Financial Planning
• Accounting & Bookkeeping Services

(520) 568-3303
Jim@ChastonCPA.com
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Maricopa prepares for mosquito season
BY Y VONNE GONZALEZ
Maricopa officials are preparing for
mosquito season and looking at spending
thousands to equip the city with its own
fogging equipment.
Last year’s mosquito issues at Copper
Sky Regional Park and Pacana Park made
for an unpleasant experience for visitors,
Community Services Director Kristie
Riester said.
“We were having a really big issue with
it,” she said. “It was just making it hard to
enjoy the park.”
She said mosquito abatement is done
for comfort as well as concern for illnesses
transmitted by the insects.
The city council is expected to discuss
mosquito mitigation during a March 15
work session. Riester said the council will
be asked to weigh hiring a contractor or

buying the fogging equipment to spray
areas impacted by mosquitoes.
“We will be presenting two different
equipment options to council for foggers,”
she wrote in an email. “One is $8,000 and
the other is $15,000. The main difference
between the two models is technology and
noise level.”
Riester said two staff members are
already certified to use the fogging
equipment, and purchasing it means the
city won’t have to pay a contractor each
time the parks need to be sprayed.
“It was hard,” she said of last year’s
mosquito abatement. “The company that
we found that was able to come out and do
it for us, they came when they had other
larger contracts in the area. It was such a
small contract that it was sometimes hard
to coordinate that.”
She said the city tried to spray the

$400 $99 ENERGY STAR®
Home Energy Audit
Receive a home inspection assessment
from a certified contractor to increase
your home’s energy efficiency.
Benefits of the program:
• Increasing your comfort in your home
• Can help decrease your energy usage
• Helps you identify and correct problem areas within your home
• Improve health and safety for your family
Visit ED3online.org to select a
certified contractor.
Call (520) 424-9021 with questions.
Some restrictions apply.

19756 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 101

www.ed3online.org

SUBMITTED

Mosquitoes were particularly noticeable in
Maricopa parks last summer. This year, the city
wants to get its own equipment to deal with
the problem.
parks once a week, but if weather or
other factors prevented the company
from coming out, it was a challenge to
reschedule.
The city sprayed the parks starting
in mid-June, and Riester said the last
application was in September. Fogging
cost $312 for both parks, putting costs for
last year at roughly $2,000.
She said the fogging spray isn’t very
expensive, and the city would be able
to spray more frequently with its own
equipment.
“If we can purchase the equipment
and do it in-house, it would save a
tremendous amount of money and give us
more freedom to spray when we need to,”
she said.
According to the Arizona Department
of Health Services (ADHS), the most
common mosquito-borne disease in
Arizona is West Nile virus. About one in
five people bitten by an infected mosquito
will experience the virus’s flu-like
symptoms.
The state agency conducts mosquito
surveillance, testing samples for viruses
so at-risk communities can be identified
and steps taken to prevent transmission.
Reister said spreading disease is
always a concern for the city.
“That’s why we did some abatement
last year,” she said.
Staff members attended a University
of Arizona workshop on mosquitoes in
Arizona “to get a better understanding
of the insects for the upcoming season,”

Riester said. “I think they learned a lot
from that.”
The World Health Organization
recently declared the Zika virus an
international health emergency. The virus
started circulating in the Americas in
Brazil, with about 20 percent of infected
people showing symptoms like rash and
fever.
There have been no cases of the virus
being transmitted in the United States,
but, according to the Centers for Disease
Control, the public has become alarmed
that Zika could be linked to birth defects
in newborns.

“We were having a
really big issue with
[mosquitoes]. It was
just making it hard to
enjoy the park.”
— Kristie Riester, Community
Services Director
Arizona is home to the mosquito that
can carry Zika as well as the dengue
virus, according to ADHS. Dengue has
been expanding from the tropics and
subtropics, with symptoms including
high fever that last four to seven days.
While there have been no locally
acquired cases of either virus, state
health officials have included that type
of mosquito, the Aedes aegypti, in the
surveillance effort.
Those traveling to countries where
Zika is being transmitted are advised to
take steps to prevent mosquito bites, like
wearing long sleeves.
The health department says detecting
and controlling mosquito breeding sites
depends on the combined efforts of the
state, counties, tribal agencies, local
municipalities and residents. Mosquitoborne virus transmission is most
prevalent from May to October.
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Police
foundation
offers public
memorial
bricks for
substation
BY ADAM WOLFE
The Maricopa Police Foundation is
allowing residents to purchase and engrave
memorial bricks “to honor the memory of
a lost friend, family or loved one or honor
the career of an officer.”

RAQUEL HENDRICKSON

To honor past and present officers
serving the Maricopa Police Department,
the Foundation is going to construct a
memorial monument outside the new
substation at Copper Sky Regional Park.
The monument is the most recent of the
foundation’s many endeavors to raise
money for the city’s police force.
“The Maricopa Police Foundation
is a nonprofit organization dedicated
to supplying the Maricopa Police

Please Welcome Jarett Smith to the neighbhood!
Choosing a Physicians Mutual producer means you’ll get simple answers to your questions!

• Medicare Supplement
• Dental Insurance
• Cancer Insurance

480-772-9334

(Underwritten by Physicians Mutual Insurance Company)

• Life Insurance
• Annuities

(Underwritten by Physicians Life Insurance Company)

We are not connected with, nor endorsed by, the U.S. Government or
the Federal Medicare Program. If you respond to this solicitation of insurance, a producer will
contact you with complete details, including costs and limitations. Policy Kinds: P020/P025/P026/P027/P029/P150/
C250A/P176/L708/L712/L726/L730/L731/L732/L762/AP111/AP112/AP114/AP116/AP117.
PMA3280B-0513

2%*
Finance or refinance your vehicle loan
with PCFCU of at least $10,000 and get:

THE RIGHT LEADER
at the Right Time

A great low rate & low monthly payment
Better yet...No Payments for 90 Days!*

CALL: 520-381-3100
CLICK: PinalCountyFCU.com
VISIT: Or apply in person at any
PCFCU branch

BUSINESSMAN. RANCHER.
CONSERVATIVE.

@GaryKiehne

801-244-4339
MPFInc.org
MyBearEssentials@msn.com

Start The Year Out Right...

★ FOR CONGRESS ★

KiehneForCongress

on each line), and the larger brick allows
for six lines.
“We have the capabilities to put in
6,000 bricks,” Stroud said. “It could take
years, but we’d like to have a foundation in
place by Memorial Day Weekend.”

Maricopa Police Foundation is raising money for
Maricopa Police Department by selling memorial
bricks to be placed at the new substation.

Gary
Kiehne

www.KiehneForCongress.com

Department with equipment the city
can’t afford,” Maricopa Police Foundation
Vice-President Steve Stroud said. “We get
our money through fund-raisers and use
it to purchase necessary equipment to
keep the officers safe.”
The foundation is selling two kinds
of bricks. Donors can purchase a 4-by-8inch brick for $100 or a 9-by-9-inch brick
for $350. The smaller brick allows for
three lines of writing (up to 20 characters

15

Meet Gary Thursday, March 3!
5:30 to 7 p.m.
Ak-Chin Southern Dunes
Hors d’oeuvres provided

Paid for by Kiehne for Congress

*Interest accrual starts from the date of loan disbursement through term of loan, including the first
90 days. Special offer valid January 1, 2016 to March 31, 2016. Subject to membership eligibility, loan
is subject to credit approval, not all members will qualify. Offer valid for financing (offer not valid
through Indirect Lending) or refinancing vehicle loans only. Commercial vehicles are excluded.
Excludes the refinancing of vehicle loans currently held at PCFCU. Other restrictions apply. Subject
to change without notice. See credit union for details.

16m COMMUNITY InMaricopa.com

March 2016

Science, football add spice to Salsa Festival
BY RAQUEL HENDRICKSON
Salsa meets science again this month in
Maricopa.
The 12th annual Maricopa Salsa
Festival is March 19, 2-8 p.m., at Copper
Sky Regional Park. As always, expect
a diverse array of salsas to taste and
entertainment all day. Maricopa Science
City will have a display of how science
impacts modern lives, and watch out for
the Rattlers.
Judging of the salsas will be a little
different this year, Special Events
Manager Niesha Whitman said. The city
will have a new mobile app allowing salsa
fans to register their votes electronically.
Organizers also want to re-work the
weight of the judging. Instead of the
“celebrity judges” determining the top
prize, that Best Overall $1,000 reward

RAQUEL HENDRICKSON

probably will be determined by the
“People’s Choice” vote.
Category winners will get $500, and
the judges’ prize winner will get $250.
The Little Pepper Zone will have kids’
activities, and adults can imbibe in the
beer garden. There will also be a food
and vendor village.
“Another change is that there will be
a bigger area roped off for people with
beer so they don’t have to be confined to

the beer garden,” Whitman said.
The entertainment begins at 2 p.m.
with a full variety of performances.
Copper Sky instructors will lead Zumba
and Salsa dance lessons. Fiesta Mexican
performs twice, bookending Danzarte
Danza Folklorica.
Maricopa’s Laura Walsh will headline
the entertainment. She takes the stage at
7 p.m.
Performing before Walsh will be
Maricopa teen Jiselle Diaz, whom
Whitman described as having the “voice
of an angel.”
Maricopa Science City will be set up
at the north entrance with its exhibits
by local professionals showing the fun
side of science. See nitrogen-frozen
ice cream, the science of baseball, the
science of color, new police technology
and much more.
This year, Science City includes

a science fair. Students attending
elementary, middle school or high school
are invited to register their science
projects and compete for scholarship
money and a trophy. Check out robots
and other student engineering feats.
Arizona’s own Arena Football team,
the Rattlers, will conduct a public
scrimmage during the early part of the
festival. This year, the team is having its
training camp at Copper Sky.
Admission to the Salsa Festival is
free. There is a $5 charge for the Little
Pepper Zone. Salsa voting packets are
$1 each. Parking at Copper Sky is $5 and
free for vehicles with ADA hangtags or
plates.
The city is again providing shuttles
on a continuous loop to free parking.

Maricopa-AZ.gov/web/Salsa-EventInfo
MaricopaScienceCity.com

Maricopa Music Circle will be in concert April 2 at UltraStar Multi-tainment Center.

FREE Week

Semi-Private Training

L ONGE VITY

TM

AT H L E T I C S

R E S U LT S T H AT L A S T

44480 W. Honeycutt Rd. Suite 108

(520) 261-4661

longevityathletics.com

Symphony’s concert
to be filled with
music, dancing
BY RAQUEL HENDRICKSON
The annual spring concert of Maricopa Music
Circle, “Dancing into Springtime,” will be April 2 at
7 p.m. at UltraStar Multi-tainment Center.
MMC founder Judith Lang Zaimont said the
evening will be filled with music that inspires
dance. It includes a performance by the Desert
Sun Performing Arts troupe.
The music will range from Scott Joplin rags
to film scores to Mozart masterpieces. MMC

SUBMITTED

fans may recognize some numbers from their
previous two performances. One was a medley
specially created for the debut of the latest Star
Wars film. The other was an Oscar-night bash of
movie music.
So movie lovers will again enjoy the haunting
theme from Laura and Henry Mancini’s beloved
“Moon River” from Breakfast at Tiffany’s along
with John Williams’ music.
For the more classically inclined, the concert
will have music from Brahms, Dvorak, Debussy
and the aforementioned Mozart. MMC will also
perform Edvard Grieg’s “Peer Gynt Suite.”
The concert will be in Theater 12 at UltraStar.
Tickets are $12 and can be purchased at the box
office.

Facebook.com/MaricopaMusicCircle
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FOOD & HEALTH

Food abnormalities
could sink your diet plan

44765 W. Hathaway Ave.
Maricopa, AZ 85138
44572
W.8Bowlin
Mon-Fri
a.m. to 5Road
p.m.

MOST MAJOR INSURANCES
Medicare / AHCCCS
Uninsured? We can help!

Maricopa,
AZ
(closed
12-1 p.m.
for85138
lunch)

Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(closed 12-1 p.m. for lunch)

Sun Life Center for Women

BY CLAIRE BULLIVANT

2. Going on a juice cleanse or detox
diet can help identify intolerances. Great
Weary of being overweight? I bring good natural detoxes include beets, lemons,
turmeric, ginger, avocados, cranberries,
news.
For sure, the first step to shed pounds cabbage and garlic.
3. Create delicious low-carb, highis the unpopular “eat less and exercise
more” method. But according to J.J. protein smoothies using only natural
Virgin’s newly published “The Virgin ingredients and skip a meal (or two).
Diet Cookbook,” “Food intolerance is the Add nutrient-dense superfoods like
chia, flaxseed flour, ginger root
hidden cause of weight gain.”
and satiating avocado. Adding
Virgin claims you can lose
turmeric and coconut oil will
seven pounds in seven days by
boost the bioavailability of all the
dropping seven foods — gluten,
nutrients.
dairy, peanuts, eggs, corn, soy,
Learn about the synergy
sugar and artificial sweeteners —
effect of combination foods.
from your diet.
Simply popping a vitamin pill
Interesting! What changes
could be causing a proliferation of CLAIRE BULLIVANT cannot match the complexity of
nutrients in nature. Turmeric is
food intolerances? Possible culprits
include nutrient-poor soil, fertilizers, more easily absorbed into the blood with
pesticides, added hormones, GMO foods, a fat. So eat it with an avocado or a good
environmental
toxins,
preservatives, fat. According to TurmericForHealth.
processed packaged food and fast food as com, “Turmeric and black pepper could
a way of life. These have stripped away be combined to fight high cholesterol
nutrients and released harmful toxins into levels, obesity and diabetes.” Use the
our food. Abnormalities in food can create same tricks to make smoothies, soups
unwanted reactions, including weight and salads.
Exchange vegetable oils and butter for
gain, in our bodies.
Our bodies need nutrients to live. Our virgin coconut oil. Cook and bake with it,
body defends itself against an overload of use it in salad dressings and even deserts!
toxins by wrapping them in fat and storing True story: coconut oil burns fat!
Detox with food-grade essential oils
them for later. And chronic overdosing on
toxins (albeit unknowingly) leads to more to break down body fat. Add citrus oils
to water, juices or other beverages. As
fat storage.
The cherry atop this unsavory pie promised, I am giving away DoTerra’s
is that because of insufficient nutrient Slim & Sassy Soft Gels and Slim & Sassy
intake, many overweight Americans are Metabolic Blend containing these citrus
actually starving. Our bodies cry out for oils. Email your name and number to
nutrients, which we interpret as a craving admin@beadandberry.com and we will
draw two winners. (Pick up at Bead &
for junk food.
Berry, Maricopa).
How can we stop the cycle?
Losing weight can be yummy! Let me
1. Shop local and organic where
possible — seemingly more expensive know how it goes!
short term, but employing the “pay now
or pay later” theory will pay off. Make Claire Bullivant is the owner of Bead &
fast food an occasional treat rather than Berry Coffee House.
a weekly norm.

• Prenatal care for both low and high risk pregnancies
• Delivery at Chandler Regional or Banner Casa Grande Medical
Centers, based on patient choice
• Minimally invasive gynecologic surgery, including via robot
• In-oﬃce lab for patient convenience
• All types of family planning including Depo Provera,
IUDs and Nexplanon (sub dermal implant)
• Wellness and yearly exams

Excellence in health care!
NOW
OPEN

40
Years of

(520) 568-2245
www.SunLifeFamilyHealth.org
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A kiss wins photo contest, two burgers tied for first
Two military service members sharing a
homecoming kiss at The Lakes at Rancho
El Dorado drew the most votes in our Best
InMaricopa contest for the best photo in
Maricopa in 2015. There was also a tie for
first in the best burger contest.
Merry Grace was the winning
photographer, capturing the couple on
the lakeshore near the
Global Water offices. One
was home on leave while
the other was heading off
to training.
“This was their
moment to capture, and
she wanted photos,”
Grace said. “So we took
quite a few photos,
Winner
and that just
BEST
happened to be my
PHOTO
favorite one.”
Many Maricopa
restaurants serve up

great burgers, and InMaricopa’s contest
got heated in the final days and came
down to a faceoff. In the end, two burgers
tied for first place. By coincidence, both
are grilled at golf courses.
The Arroyo Burger at the Arroyo Grille
at Ak-Chin Southern Dunes scored the
same number of votes as the burger at the
Silver Spur Grill at The Duke
at Rancho El Dorado.
“The Arroyo Burger
is one of our signature
burgers here at Ak-Chin
Southern Dunes,” Chef Neil
Magbanua said. “We wanted
to come up with a burger
that ties us to the Ak-Chin
community and showcased
our signature fresh-neverfrozen Angus burger patty,
using the combination of
fresh shredded iceberg lettuce,
avocado, tomato, and our green

Merry Grace

Your Future Begins Today
at CAC.

Arroyo Grille

Silver Spur Grill

Winner
BEST
BURGER

chili aioli while using a frybread bun.
Therefore the Arroyo burger was born.”
Susan Miller, who manages Silver
Spur, said it feels good to have public
acknowledgement of their burgers.
“My kitchen manager would say it’s
because they’re made with love,” she said.
“We use really high-quality beef on a fresh
bun or ciabatta bread.”
For Maricopa, March means salsa. The
Salsa Festival is March 19, but you can
vote now for the local restaurant with the
best salsa. Visit InMaricopa.com/Contests
and pick your favorite by March 28.

2016

BEST

Vote daily for

Best Salsa

through March 28.
www.BestInMaricopa.com

Maricopa Foot and Ankle

Dr. Kelvin Crezee
Dr. C. Jon Beecroft

Maricopa Campus
17945 N. Regent Drive
Maricopa, AZ 85138
520-494-6400
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• Ingrown toenails
• Sprains & fractures
• Athletic injuries
• Warts

Dr. Alex Stewart

• Plantar fasciitis
• Varicose veins treatment
• Ankle and foot surgery
• Bunions and bone spurs

(520) 494-1090

www.MFAAC.com
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 126
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Arizona Rattlers to train at Copper Sky
BY ADAM WOLFE
Copper Sky Multigenerational Complex
will host the Arizona Rattlers Arena
Football team for spring workouts this
month.
The practices are scheduled to start
on March 8 and will be open to the public
March 12-25, 12:30-2:30 p.m. daily.
A scrimmage is planned to coincide
with the 12th annual Salsa Festival on
March 19. The Rattlers are five-time
SUBMITTED
SUBMITTED
Arena Bowl champions, and won three
The
City
of
Maricopa
straight in 2012-14.
The Arizona Rattlers will move their practice location to Copper Sky with the sponsorship of the
“I just want Councilmember
to make the point that this Bridger
Ak-Chin Indian Kimball
Community.
is going to be about the city and about the
In Conjunc
with
thein Maricopa.”
Rattler” event in which the team will be
it starts
right here
Ak-Chin Indian Community,”
Rattlerstion
reading with children, signing autographs
Guy
is
also
the
team’s
general
manager.
head coach KevinMARICOPA
Guy said. “We’reAMERICAN
going to
LEGION POST
The team will host a kids camp and taking photos with families.
put ourselves into the community for two
133, VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS POST
“This was made possible through
and a half weeks, and I know our players while in town, and from 4 to 5 p.m.
12043, BLUE STAR MOMS
are excited about it. Hopefully this is going on March 16 and 23 the community our longstanding partnership with the
OF MARICOPA
can participate in the “Read with a Ak-Chin Indian Community,” Maricopa
to be the start of this year’s championship;

Pr esen ts

Mayor Christian Price said. “The Ak-Chin
have so graciously donated to Copper Sky
and are also major sponsors of the Arizona
Rattlers and have now brought us all
together for a wonderful partnership that
will benefit both of our communities and
the region as a whole.”
To accommodate the team, Copper Sky
will close the weight room March 15, 17, 22
and 24 from 6:45 to 7:45 a.m. and 10:35 to
11:35 a.m.
Field 8, on the south side of the park,
will become a practice field for the Rattlers.
“This is really about growth and
about opportunity,” Rattlers President
Chris Presson said. “We’re repurposing
certain areas including Copper Sky
(Multigenerational Complex), which we
find to be a marvelous facility, and we want
to bring value to your community.”
The Rattlers will cap off training camp
with Fan Fest on March 26 at UltraStar
Multi-tainment Center, 16000 N. Maricopa
Road, from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Players,
Sidewinders dancers and Rattlers mascot
Stryker will be in attendance.

Maricopa’s
Full-Service
GLASS
Company

520.868.6180

MARICOPA STAND-UP FOR

VETERANS
RESOURCE FAIR

VA Eligibility, Health &
Financial Benefits

March 24, 2016 5-8 p.m.
City Hall
For more information please contact:

Sara Delgadillo
520-316-6827
Sara.Delgadillo@maricopa-az.gov

Home
• Dual Panes (Insulated Glass)
• Fogged Windows
• Single Pane Windows
• Window Repairs/Replacements
• Window Retrofits
• Custom Shower Doors/Enclosures
• Multi-Slide Patio Doors
• Enclosed Patios
• Table Tops
• Shelves
• Mirrors

Auto
• Window Replacement
• Windshield Repair
• RVs
• Luxury Vehicles
• Heavy Equipment
• Insurance Accepted
• Mobile Service

Business
• Mirrors
• Transaction Windows
• Desk Tops
• Display Cabinets
• Entrance Doors
• Mail Slots
• Store Fronts

Service At A Higher Level

Let us
SHOW YOU
what service
SHOULD be!
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www.LizardHG.com

ROC 222193 K-65 * Licensed * Bonded * Insured * Master Auto Glass Techs

Over
25 years

experience
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Realtors expect rise in spring listings before summer rush
BY ADAM WOLFE
Spring is nearly here, and with it comes
families looking for a new home.
Typically, this time of year is the start
of a busy season for local real estate agents.
With the housing market flooded with listings in January and February, this year’s
spring is shaping up to follow suit.
To gain more insight, we asked a few
local Realtors what we should expect to
see in 2016.

How does the real estate market in Maricopa
change in spring compared to winter months?
“The market in spring really starts to
pick up. In January the market in Maricopa
was flooded with 263 new listings, which
is higher than any other month in the last
year. However, demand starts to increase
in spring and many families start to write
offers on homes now so that they can close
and move over the summer. Generally this

Dayv Morgan

Pat Lairson

is one of the best times to list your home.”
— Dayv Morgan, HomeSmart Success
“Over the last two years in Maricopa,
there were more homes sold … April
through June period than there was in
(January through March), and I expect
that trend to continue this year. People
also anticipate the end of the school year
as we approach the spring and that also
translates into listings and sales, as well as
rental closings.” — Jay Shaver, Maricopa
Real Estate Company
“Springtime is a super time to buy or
sell, and a time many people are thinking

“Capture the
Moment...
Remember
the Past”

Senior and Family Portraits
www.GlynnThrowerPhotography.com

Terry Sperry
of making an address change. Mother
Nature really puts on a show in Arizona
in the springtime. So many people are out
enjoying our beautiful days, they might
just see your for-sale sign and decide to
take a look.” — Terry Sperry, Coldwell
Banker

What landscaping tips do you give sellers
to help springtime curb appeal?
“Do some spring cleaning. Pack
up what is not being used, wash your
windows, clean your carpets, clean
whatever needs to be cleaned and that
goes for outside as well as inside. Cut off

all dead branches and clean up leaves
and weeds. Plant some fresh flowers even
just in pots around your entrance and
backyard.” — Pat Lairson, Maricopa Real
Estate Company
“Keep your yard weed-free. An exterior
that is not maintained not only has bad curb
appeal, but also implies that the interior is
not maintained. Weeds really start to pop
up fast this time of year. I would spray the
entire yard with a pre-emergent now, and
it will last for several months and keep the
yard looking good.” — Morgan
“Take this time to clean up your front
and back yards to give your home that
fresh, well-cared-for appearance when
they first walk up to the front door. You
have many colorful, flowery options for
accent plants or pots to make your home
pop. Not only will you attract more buyers,
you are apt to get a higher price for your
home.” — Sperry

NOW
ENROLLING

Tuition-free charter school • Preschool through 6th grade
Providing Maricopa a high-quality Montessori school that:
Empowers every child to realize their fullest potential through
active, reflective and creative education
Fosters a love for learning through active partnerships involving
students, parents, teachers, staff and community
Embraces our diversity and unique talents in a safe, challenging,
respectful and supportive environment
Recognizes that personal growth involves responsibility towards
ourselves, others and the earth, thus becoming self-determined,
self-motivated and contributing members of society.

Fun
Facts

FAMOUS
MONTESSORI
STUDENTS
ALEXANDER
GRAHAM BELL
inventor
ANNE FRANK
author diarist from WWII
MARK ZUCKERBERG
co-founder of Facebook
LARRY PAGE &
SERGEY BRIN
co-founders of Google
JULIA CHILD
author & chef
PRINCE WILLIAM &
PRINCE HARRY
English Royal Family

“Human
consciousness
comes into
the world as
a flaming ball
of imagination.
Everything
invented by
man, physical
or mental, is
the fruit
of someone’s
imagination.”
– Dr. Maria Montessori

Montessori-educated kids are:
Independent learners
Confident and competent
Autonomous
Intrinsically motivated
Adept at handling guidance and authority
Socially responsible
Prepared academically
“Citizens of the world”

Camino Montessori
44301 W. Maricopa/CG Hwy.
/Camino Montessori

What is the difference
between Montessori and
traditional education?
Montessori emphasizes
learning through all five
senses, not just through
listening, watching or reading.
Children in Montessori classes
learn at their own, individual
pace and according to their
own choice of activities from
hundreds of possibilities.
Learning is an exciting
process of discovery, leading
to concentration, motivation,
self-discipline and a love of
learning. Montessori classes
place children in threeyear age groups, forming
communities in which the
older children spontaneously
share their knowledge with
the younger ones. Montessori
represents a developmental
versus chronological
approach to education.

Judy Webster, Director

(520) 868-6145
www.CaminoMontessori.org

Trending on
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Recent home sales
• Guillory widow sues city, MPD
officers for wrongful death
• Dog park assault injures
72-year-old man
• DPS recovers 300 pounds of
marijuana
• PCSO identifies second
victim in plane crash
• Smoke clears out Carl’s Jr.
• Our Lady of Grace draws
thousands at dedication
• Young couples face
challenges in Maricopa real
estate market
• Wrong-way driver on SR 347
backs up morning traffic
• MHS girls overpowered by
Seton Catholic in basketball
quarterfinals
• MPD puts police recruits to
the test

Read these stories
and more local news every day
at InMaricopa.com.

Subdivision
Acacia Crossings
Acacia Crossings
Alterra
Alterra
Alterra
Alterra
Alterra
Alterra
Cobblestone Farms
Cobblestone Farms
Cobblestone Farms
Cobblestone Farms
Cobblestone Farms
Cobblestone Farms
Desert Cedars
Desert Passage
Glennwilde
Glennwilde
Glennwilde
Glennwilde
Glennwilde
Glennwilde
Heritage District
Homestead
Homestead
Homestead
Homestead
Homestead
Homestead
Homestead
The Lakes At Rancho El Dorado
The Lakes At Rancho El Dorado
The Lakes At Rancho El Dorado
The Lakes At Rancho El Dorado
The Lakes At Rancho El Dorado
Maricopa Meadows
Maricopa Meadows
Maricopa Meadows
Maricopa Meadows
Maricopa Meadows
Maricopa Meadows
Maricopa Meadows
Maricopa Meadows
Maricopa Meadows
Maricopa Meadows
Maricopa Meadows
Province
Province
Province
Province
Province
Province
Province
Province
Province
Province
Rancho El Dorado
Rancho El Dorado
Rancho El Dorado
Rancho El Dorado
Rancho El Dorado
Rancho El Dorado
Rancho El Dorado
Rancho El Dorado
Rancho El Dorado
Rancho El Dorado
Rancho El Dorado
Rancho El Dorado
Rancho El Dorado
Rancho El Dorado
Rancho El Dorado
Rancho El Dorado
Rancho El Dorado
Rancho El Dorado
Rancho El Dorado
Rancho Mirage
Rancho Mirage
Saddleback Farms
Santa Rosa Springs
Senita
Senita
Senita
Senita
Smith Farms
Smith Farms
Smith Farms
Sorrento
Sorrento
Tortosa
Tortosa
Tortosa
Tortosa
Tortosa
Tortosa
Tortosa
Tortosa
The Villages At Rancho El Dorado
The Villages At Rancho El Dorado
The Villages At Rancho El Dorado
The Villages At Rancho El Dorado
The Villages At Rancho El Dorado
The Villages At Rancho El Dorado
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Median sales price: $160,000 Median price per square foot: $81.10 Median square feet: 1,927
Median days on market: 52 Maricopa home sales Feb. 1-29, 2016. Source: Arizona Regional Multiple Listing Service

Close of Escrow

List Price

Sold Price

Price/Sqft

2/10/16
2/11/16
2/8/16
2/25/16
2/26/16
2/10/16
2/19/16
2/25/16
2/19/16
2/19/16
2/19/16
2/26/16
2/19/16
2/29/16
2/26/16
2/23/16
2/26/16
2/29/16
2/29/16
2/5/16
2/4/16
2/12/16
2/12/16
2/10/16
2/24/16
2/24/16
2/1/16
2/26/16
2/10/16
2/25/16
2/19/16
2/25/16
2/13/16
2/24/16
2/19/16
2/3/16
2/8/16
2/12/16
2/17/16
2/24/16
2/25/16
2/29/16
2/16/16
2/25/16
2/26/16
2/20/16
2/25/16
2/5/16
2/10/16
2/29/16
2/1/16
2/8/16
2/26/16
2/17/16
2/3/16
2/22/16
2/24/16
2/29/16
2/16/16
2/22/16
2/2/16
2/29/16
2/16/16
2/2/16
2/3/16
2/11/16
2/25/16
2/19/16
2/9/16
2/23/16
2/29/16
2/29/16
2/19/16
2/10/16
2/26/16
2/26/16
2/26/16
2/19/16
2/19/16
2/19/16
2/2/16
2/29/16
2/9/16
2/29/16
2/4/16
2/29/16
2/29/16
2/25/16
2/9/16
2/26/16
2/19/16
2/22/16
2/10/16
2/23/16
2/12/16
2/25/16
2/24/16
2/29/16
2/29/16
2/12/16
2/29/16
2/25/16

165,000
167,000
131,900
129,900
159,900
149,900
200,000
199,999
180,000
175,000
159,900
219,900
139,000
138,000
130,000
222,931
164,900
199,900
152,500
190,000
164,650
163,900
79,000
139,500
179,900
119,000
168,900
172,500
160,900
182,900
399,900
138,900
125,000
174,900
189,900
144,000
137,500
154,900
139,900
115,000
99,750
149,900
127,900
179,900
149,900
125,000
139,900
249,000
218,482
145,900
216,000
310,000
238,500
279,900
178,900
339,000
157,500
179,000
249,900
134,900
169,900
175,000
149,989
182,500
177,900
219,900
169,900
229,900
142,000
147,700
144,900
154,600
219,600
334,900
199,000
214,900
130,000
119,900
129,000
135,000
209,900
148,900
230,000
162,500
189,900
134,900
209,900
112,500
159,900
144,900
140,000
159,995
119,000
224,350
131,500
124,900
219,900
155,000
279,000
189,400
209,900
134,900

165,000
165,000
132,000
130,000
160,000
148,400
200,000
197,000
180,000
175,000
159,900
215,000
130,000
142,140
145,000
222,931
164,900
199,900
152,500
178,000
164,650
155,000
40,000
130,000
171,000
116,000
168,900
168,500
158,900
180,000
399,900
138,000
125,000
170,000
160,000
142,000
132,000
151,000
138,900
107,000
95,000
145,000
126,750
173,000
155,000
129,000
135,000
239,000
210,000
145,900
207,000
280,000
224,500
250,000
175,000
300,000
155,000
175,000
249,000
133,797
169,000
160,000
145,750
179,000
179,000
212,500
172,000
220,000
138,500
142,000
140,000
157,500
212,000
329,000
198,000
210,000
127,100
95,500
105,500
134,000
205,000
145,500
225,500
163,000
183,500
127,000
202,500
112,500
161,900
145,000
140,000
145,000
103,800
220,000
133,000
124,900
219,900
155,000
269,000
178,500
214,900
131,000

62.26
63.17
93.48
93.53
61.18
84.65
65.81
59.68
82.04
68.36
104.51
54.71
71.08
92.96
74.85
96.80
74.95
60.55
95.13
79.04
71.74
65.10
40.65
88.74
67.62
108.81
108.83
91.38
114.40
97.93
140.36
110.57
92.18
71.64
48.82
73.68
94.01
55.33
113.95
72.94
58.82
99.72
69.95
94.02
76.51
89.08
111.75
138.95
134.27
124.38
89.53
146.52
141.82
80.80
96.42
129.75
101.50
103.85
107.65
93.17
74.22
113.64
86.50
84.00
83.26
70.88
78.75
67.13
84.81
61.21
68.69
101.81
94.81
112.29
85.64
65.58
53.22
53.06
77.40
88.80
54.87
80.12
60.35
72.83
59.62
70.43
55.97
73.53
78.02
71.53
69.58
94.52
99.14
56.40
64.59
91.23
78.70
94.69
84.48
81.10
96.67
80.41

Address
45340
45351
45154
45401
44782
45070
44991
17738
44549
21816
44137
43915
44587
44142
43963
40592
41217
42449
18478
19475
18284
42480
19392
40505
40408
40060
40172
41087
40028
40047
22105
41369
41215
21368
40751
45555
45588
45647
19479
45986
45570
46073
45652
45520
46058
46137
42469
42360
42897
42168
20953
42427
20133
21039
42616
42429
42444
42367
22112
42586
21429
21297
42582
42642
42670
43303
42623
21536
44129
21928
41298
41980
42646
42371
22022
37984
37415
11388
42228
18590
19226
43325
43298
40209
40291
40402
36956
37108
35903
36366
36218
18836
19358
35948
35933
36484
19992
20608
43504
20516
43223
21006

Approx Sqft Year Built
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
N
W
N
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
N
N
N
W
N
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
N
W
W
N
W
W
W
W
N
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
N
W
N
N
W
W
W
W
N
W
N
N
W
W
W
W
W
N
W
N
W
W
W
W
N
W
W
N
W
N
N
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
N
N
W
W
W
N
N
W
N
W
N

Paitilla
Miraflores
Yucca
Desert Garden
Sage Brush
Windrose
Jack Rabbit
Carmen
Venture
Greenland Park
Venture
Adobe
Bella
Venture
Buckhorn
Dennis
Capistrano
Rosalia
Arbor
Ventana
Jameson
Santa Fe
Taft
Sanders
Novak
Sanders
Walker
Hayden
Walker
Walker
Diamond
Little
Bravo
Denver
Colby
Dirk
Tulip
Starlight
Miller
Guilder
Amsterdam
Barbara
Amsterdam
Dutchman
Tulip
Windmill
Jawbreaker
Fountainhead
Kingfisher
Basie
Get Around
Good Vibrations
Laguna
Get Around
Abbey
Jail House Rock
Colby
Chambers
Vargas
Sunland
Scott
Falcon
Bunker
Venture
Venture
Courtney
Hillman
Denton
Oster
Braden
Park Hill
Sunland
Colby
Bravo
Vargas
San Capistrano
Vera Cruz
Russell
Calle
Comet
Comet
Blazen
Magnolia
Art
Art
Peggy
Oliveto
Bello
Velazquez
Velazquez
Prado
Toledo
Toledo
Catalan
Madrid
Montserrat
Santa Cruz
Jones
Snow
Jones
Neely
Leona

Ln
St
Ln
Rd
Dr
Dr
Trl
Ave
Ln
Dr
Ln
Cir
Trl
Ln
Trl
Ln
Dr
Dr
Dr
Ln
Ct
St
Ave
Way
Ln
Way
Way
Dr
Way
Way
Dr
Dr
Dr
Ct
Dr
St
Ln
Dr
Way
Ave
Rd
Ln
Rd
Dr
Ln
Dr
Dr
St
Dr
Ln
Dr
Ln
Way
Dr
Rd
Ct
Dr
Dr
Dr
Dr
Dr
Ln
Dr
Rd
Rd
Dr
Dr
Dr
Dr
Rd
Dr
Dr
Dr
Dr
Dr
Ave
Dr
Rd
St
Trl
Trl
Trl
Rd
Pl
Pl
Ct
Ave
Ln
Dr
Dr
St
Ave
Ave
St
Ave
St
Dr
Dr
Dr
Dr
Dr
Blvd

2,650
2,612
1,412
1,390
2,615
1,753
3,039
3,301
2,194
2,560
1,530
3,930
1,829
1,529
1,937
2,303
2,200
3,301
1,603
2,252
2,295
2,381
984
1,465
2,529
1,066
1,552
1,844
1,389
1,838
2,849
1,248
1,356
2,373
3,277
1,927
1,404
2,729
1,219
1,467
1,615
1,454
1,812
1,840
2,026
1,448
1,208
1,720
1,564
1,173
2,312
1,911
1,583
3,094
1,815
2,312
1,527
1,685
2,313
1,436
2,277
1,408
1,685
2,131
2,150
2,998
2,184
3,277
1,633
2,320
2,038
1,547
2,236
2,930
2,312
3,202
2,388
1,800
1,363
1,509
3,736
1,816
3,736
2,238
3,078
1,803
3,618
1,530
2,075
2,027
2,012
1,534
1,047
3,901
2,059
1,369
2,794
1,637
3,184
2,201
2,223
1,629

2004
2005
2005
2006
2005
2005
2005
2006
2005
2005
2004
2005
2005
2005
2005
2015
2009
2006
2006
2007
2008
2009
1955
2010
2007
2007
2015
2008
2015
2015
2008
2008
2007
2009
2008
2004
2005
2005
2004
2004
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2004
2006
2015
2007
2006
2005
2012
2006
2004
2004
2005
2004
2004
2003
2005
2005
2002
2003
2003
2001
2003
2009
2004
2002
2009
2005
2003
2004
2004
2008
2008
1986
2006
2008
2007
2006
2006
2007
2007
2007
2007
2008
2006
2006
2008
2006
2007
2006
2007
2008
2006
2007
2004
2005
2004
2004

Beds
5
5
3
3
4
3
5
4
3
5
3
5
3
3
3
4
3
4
3
4
4
4
4
3
4
3
3
3
3
3
4
3
3
4
5
4
3
4
3
3
3
3
3
4
3
4
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
3
2
2
3
3
3
3
4
3
3
3
3
4
4
5
3
4
4
3
4
4
4
4
3
4
3
3
5
3
5
3
4
3
4
4
4
4
3
4
3
5
4
3
4
3
4
3
4
3

Baths
3
3
2
2
2.5
2
3
3.5
2
3
2
3
2
2
2
2
2.5
3
2
2
3
2.5
1.75
2
3
2
2
2
2
2
3
2
2
3
2.5
2
2
3.5
2
2
2.5
2
2.5
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2.5
2
2
3.5
2
2.5
2
2
2
2
2.5
2
2
2
2
2.5
2.5
3
2
2.5
2.5
2.5
2.5
2.5
2
3.5
2.5
2
2
2
3
2
3
2
3
2.5
3
2
2.5
2
2.5
2
2
4
2
2
3
2
3
2.5
2
2

Pool
None
None
None
None
None
None
None
None
Community
Community
Community
None
Community
Community
None
None
Community
Community
Community
Community
Community
Community
None
None
None
None
None
None
None
None
Private
None
None
None
None
None
None
None
Private
None
None
Private
None
Private
None
None
Community
Community
Community
Community
Community
Community
Community
Community
Community
Both
None
Private
Private
None
Private
Private
None
None
None
Private
None
None
Community
None
None
Private
Private
Private
Community
Private
None
None
None
None
None
None
None
Community
Community
Community
None
None
Private
None
None
Private
None
None
None
None
Both
Community
Both
Community
Both
Community

Days On Market
52
89
6
16
24
30
38
183
24
30
35
161
200
275
7
68
20
29
73
78
113
115
134
15
39
49
52
64
67
153
46
51
53
62
628
5
5
9
9
17
22
23
38
39
43
46
11
22
28
37
45
54
63
140
145
226
1
20
34
48
50
52
54
57
59
65
65
84
102
108
110
133
170
171
173
37
615
193
66
36
52
121
138
34
144
246
23
53
5
15
68
75
75
111
112
130
10
17
35
39
44
144

March 2016

23

InMaricopa.com REAL ESTATE

Single-Family Residence Building Permits
2013-2016

In Maricopa’s hot real estate
market, beware of hidden costs
BY PAT LAIRSON

and although the seller pays the HOA
disclosure fee, there could be other HOA
The Maricopa real estate market is fees that are negotiable for either the buyer
jumping, with new listings coming on or seller to pay.
If a buyer is trying to pay as little out
the market daily and houses going under
of pocket as possible to get into a home,
contract, too.
There are currently 458 single-family the buyer can ask the seller to pay they’re
dwellings listed for sale on the MLS in closing costs. If this is requested then
Maricopa. There are 258 homes under usually the buyer writes close to a full price
offer or more and the seller still
contract since Jan. 1 that are either
gets the net they need.
pending or closed. The rental
A home warranty policy is
market is hot, too, with only 17
another negotiable item and can be
single-family dwellings available
paid by either party. Every contract
that are not vacation rentals.
is different. There are no hidden
You read that right.
costs in a real estate transaction.
If you are a renter you may
All costs are documented in the
have felt the heat from the lack
PAT LAIRSON
purchase contract paperwork and
of homes available and multiple
applicants to contend with. You might the title company, who acts as a neutral
want to look into buying now, even if your third party, will give the seller and buyer
FICO score isn’t ready yet. Talking to a a written financial disclosure with all costs
to review before closing.
lender can get you on the right track.
If you have a real estate question,
Here is a question from a reader that I
think is appropriate for people who want please email it in to me.
to sell or buy right now.
What costs are involved and who pays Pat Lairson is a Realtor with The Maricopa
for what? What are the “hidden” costs? — Real Estate Company.
Toni Marie McDonald
In buying or selling a home, there are
PatLairsonRealtor@gmail.com
certain costs for a seller and certain costs
520-280-5862
for a buyer, and then some of those costs
can be negotiated.
A seller pays Realtors’ commissions,
title insurance policy for the buyer in order
to ensure a clean title, sellers’ escrow costs
and the HOA disclosure fee. This usually
Any order of
totals about 8 percent of the sales price of
$5 or more.
the home.
Expires 4/30/16.
Buyers pay for their own home
inspection (approximately $350) and their
appraisal ($450). Buyers pay for their own
loan down payment, which can be between
0 and 20 percent. A buyer’s closing cost is
about 3 percent of the purchase price of
Maricopa Station
the home if they are getting a loan. Some
21423 N. John Wayne Parkway
costs can be negotiated back to either the
Suite 102
buyer or the seller.
(520) 374-6110
HOA fees vary per subdivision
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Home building in Maricopa has had a strong start to 2016 compared to the previous two years.

Maricopa’s #1 Realtor
Over 350 Homes Sold in 3 Years
Dayv Morgan
ABR, CDPE, CSSPE
OWNER, REALTOR

$1 OFF

19756 N. John Wayne Pkwy., Suite 100, Maricopa, AZ 85139

C: 480.251.4231• O: 520.350.1474 • dayvmorgan@gmail.com

www.MaricopaHomeSmart.com www.MaricopaShortSale.com
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MHS baseball
playing for
‘bigger purpose’
BY ADAM WOLFE
The Maricopa High School baseball team
hopes to honor Nate Ford with their play
on the field and their actions off it.
Ford, an MHS football and baseball
player, was killed in an August traffic
accident. His death served as a rallying
cry for the football team, which went 7-3,
and the community as a whole.
The MHS baseball team will look to
similarly honor Ford as they take the field
this season. His mother Jennifer has called
baseball his first love. The players hope to
keep Ford’s memory alive by showcasing
the incredible work ethic he brought to
every practice, and to be successful both
on and off the field.

March 2016
“Nate had the most heart and was the
hardest-working player I have ever been
around,” head coach Andrew Pollak said.
“Our players have one responsibility and
that is to continue to let people see the
qualities Nate displayed on the baseball
field and in the community.”
The Rams will look to an experienced
group of five seniors to provide leadership
and support for a team that features four
sophomores and three freshmen.
“Our seniors this season are Ivan
Herrera, who was a Division II First
Team All-Academic winner last season,
Tyler Rapp, who is a four-year varsity
starter, Chad Nachtweh, who has
improved tremendously and plays a
very good first base, Kevin Borboa who
covers a lot of ground in centerfield and
will see a lot of innings on the mound,
and newcomer Christian Garcia, who is a
catcher in his first season as a Maricopa
Ram,” Pollak said.
Maricopa
plays
in
Arizona
Interscholastic Association’s Division III,
down a division from last year.

WILLIAM LANGE

This year’s senior Rams are (from left) Kevin Borboa, Tyler Rapp, Chad Nachtweh, Ivan Herrera and
Christian Garcia. The late Nate Ford would have been a senior and is listed on the roster as captain.
The drop in divisions will not translate
to an easier schedule for the Rams.
Maricopa is scheduled to face seven playoff
teams from 2015, including Division
III state runner-up Walden Grove High
School (Sahuarita) and Division III semifinalists Fountain Hills High School and

Scottsdale Christian Academy.
“The one common theme that we have
talked about as a team is how we are
playing for a bigger purpose this season,”
Pollak said. “Our goal as a team is to make
sure every day our actions are making
Nate Ford proud.”

EDUCATION

Change in teaching strategy would lead to more success in math, STEM
MURRAY SIEGEL

these subjects are not cumulative. If you have difficulties
with the study of birds, you may still be successful in the
There is an ever-growing need for Americans with college study of fish. If you did not quite understand your study of
degrees in STEM (science, technology, engineering, Africa, that would not stop you from being successful in an
mathematics) disciplines and most efforts to meet this investigation of Europe.
Unlike these subjects, mathematics is cumulative.
need involve enticing high school and/or middle school
If you cannot add whole numbers, you cannot
students to consider a STEM career.
multiply whole numbers, and you certainly cannot
To date, these efforts have not been fruitful.
add fractions. A typical fifth grade class might
What, you may ask, can be done differently?
have students who still cannot successfully add or
You must understand that a significant block to
subtract whole numbers as well as students who
students pursuing a STEM education is their lack
can already compute with fractions and decimals,
of ability or confidence in mathematics, which can
and a variety of students in between.
be traced to their elementary school education.
How does the teacher educate this diverse
Most elementary school teachers and
administrators are focused on language arts. MURRAY SIEGAL group of students? There are those who call for
individualized instruction, but I have yet to see
They teach science and social studies as well
as language arts through reading and writing. They this accomplished in a real school (lab schools do not
believe the best environment for students is found in a count). Typically the teacher teaches to the middle of the
heterogeneous classroom (where students of all abilities group. Those with weak skills never catch up and those
with advanced abilities grow bored, and decide math is
are blended together).
This works fine in social studies and science since not for them. Is it any wonder that so few Americans can

be successful in calculus?
Why not allow all students in a particular grade to
have math at the same time, and set up the math classes
by ability level? Select the teacher for each class based
on his/her strengths in teaching math. The teacher who
is responsible for the weakest students must believe that
all students can learn and be supplied with a toolkit of
resources for successful remediation.
Some complain the class with the weakest students will
have all the discipline problems, but this is not so. Once
students find success they will no longer feel the need to
be disruptive. Of course, truly disruptive students should
be dealt with so that they do not diminish the opportunity
for others to learn. That is a subject for a future article.
Examine your neighborhood elementary school and
see if math classes are grouped by ability or if the classes
are a hodgepodge of varying skills.
Murray Siegel is a Maricopa resident. He has a Ph.D. in
Math Ed and 42 years of teaching experience. He and his
wife Sharon volunteer at Maricopa schools.
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‘Learning never stops’ for Maricopa’s Educator of the Year
Rancho El Dorado was still pecan groves
and the entire district (K-12, district office
and transportation) filled the area of the
current high school campus. Maricopa
High School reminded me a lot of New
River Elementary School — both in the
buildings at the time and the staff. It simply
felt like home. The incredibly affordable
housing also swayed the decision for our
young family.

Known as Mrs. Russ by her students,
Bernadette Russoniello is in her 15th school
year teaching at Maricopa High School.
She teaches marketing and journalism and
has developed an award-winning DECA
program at MHS.
This year, she was the recipient of the
Educator of the Year award at the Maricopa
Chamber of Commerce Community
Awards Banquet.

What is your favorite part of being an
educator? Every day is different, every day
is a fresh start, every day offers a challenge
— the learning never stops. I love helping
students get excited about an opportunity
that can change their life.

What has been the highlight of your
career so far? Being part of a community
and working to challenge students to be an
active and dynamic force in their school
and community.

Why did you choose education as a
career? I love school! As a kid, I would
play school all the time. I would line up my
stuffed animals and teach them various
lessons. I would assign them homework,
do all their assignments and then grade
them. I turned my bookshelf into a library,
making pockets, check-out cards and a
mini card catalog. In high school, I did

Bernadette Russoniello

Title: Teacher
School: Maricopa High School
Hometown: New River, Arizona
Residence: Rancho El Dorado
Education: Bachelor of Arts in English,
BA in history, Arizona State University Barrett Honors College; post-bac Secondary
Education, Master of Education in Curriculum
and Instruction, Arizona State University;
finishing M.Ed in Educational Leadership
Northern Arizona University
Family: Wonderfully supportive husband
and fellow teacher Michael Russoniello,
four articulate and outgoing children (Joey,
Timmy, Grace and John) all attending Santa
Rosa
Teaching positions held: English 9-12,
U.S. History, AP Literature, AP Language, AP

Bernadette Russoniello

SUBMITTED

everything — sports, choir, drama, athletic
training, peer mentoring, captained the
science team — I couldn’t get enough
learning. To the ever-lasting dismay of my
family, I turned away from my medical
school plans and pursued teaching.

What would be your “other career”
option? Cruise director, Tahitian resort
manager or National Park ranger.
Hospitality and travel are a passion. I also
love community, leadership and programs
— so any job that incorporates those
elements is a natural fit for me.
Why Maricopa? Maricopa offered me a
job teaching English before I even earned
my full credential. I think it was a risk
that has paid off. I started at MHS when

U.S. History, AP U.S. Government and Politics,
Student Council, Marketing, Journalism plus
adjunct instructor teaching Political Science,
English and Education for CAC
Years in Education: 15
First job out of college: Ran a travelling
day camp summer program for the Jewish
Community Center the summer prior to
teaching at Maricopa (2001)
Hobbies: Hiking, camping, biking, making
the most of summer vacation with epic
road trips (check out my Facebook!), piano
and vocals (spent eight years serving as
music minister at Our Lady of Grace Catholic
Church)
First year with current school: 2001
Favorite subject when you were in
elementary school? Reading, writing,
spelling and social studies

What are the biggest challenges
facing Maricopa students today?
Distractions: cell phones, social media
“drama” and adult responsibilities. My
senior students were just telling me today
they wish they had more time to “just be
a kid.” These distractions force students to
narrow their focus and stop dreaming.

What was the best advice you
received about your own education?
Learning never stops. A textbook and a

college degree have an expiration date
— the pace of our world and the access
to information has reshaped the role of
teacher from sage on the stage to guide on
the side.

What advice do you give parents
of schoolchildren? Autonomy. Mastery.
Purpose. Let your kids have some choice
about what and how they learn; make
sure they have the time and support to be
really great at something; expose them to
opportunities to serve a purpose greater
than themselves (community service and
involvement).

What have your students taught you?
Forgiveness is essential and judgment is
dangerous. Take time to ask, “Why didn’t
you do your work? Why the bad mood?”
Too many assumptions take place in
schools between colleagues, teachers,
students, etc. Take time to hear their story.

mUsd U IS FOR UNIFIED
6 ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS • 2 MIDDLE SCHOOLS • 1 HIGH SCHOOL

• Enrollment open for full-day Kindergarten
• Blended learning via in-person AND online teaching for 5th-6th grade transitioning
• Online schooling, blended learning and career-related offerings for high school students
• State-of-the-art facilities and programs including jewelry making, dance, graphic design
and more!

MUSD: Ensuring all students –
at every grade level – achieve
their potential in school, career
and life via a safe, supportive,
challenging, empowering and
innovative learning environment.

www.maricopausd.org (520) 568-5100

Local Service Directory

To advertise, call 520-568-0040.
ACCOUNTING

AIR CONDITIONING

AIR CONDITIONING

ADVERTISING

McLaughlin

James A. Chaston CPA, PLC

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING SERVICE

• Small Business Accounting
• Consulting • Tax Planning
• Tax Preparation

Quality service at a fair price

Heating and AC

520-568-0997

www.InMaricopa.com/
advertising

(520) 568-3303
www.ChastonCPA.com

(520) 568-0040

Since 1961

Maricopa residents

(520) 483-0364

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

ROC269158

CONCRETE

Hidden Valley
W
USE D
Auto Parts JUNKECBAURY
AUTO
RT S
PA

Call Avnel … the best alternative for your
heating & cooling needs!

Maricopa Based

AUTO PARTS
Sidewalks
Pool Deck
Acid stain
Patios

CONTRACTORS

GIFTS

Painting
• Remodeling
• Drywall
• Plumbing
• Electrical
• Home Repair
• Snow Bird Service

HiddenValleyAutoParts.com

ROC #
257673

SALT RIVER CONCRETE LLC
(480) 560-7514
Salt.river.concrete.az@gmail.com
www.SaltRiverConcrete.com

520-350-2929

www.SPRContractor.com

LANDSCAPING

HEALTH CARE

Bruce McLaughlin
(520) 213-5021

Fully licensed and bonded • ROC#294841

S

(520) 568-2945

• Service and Repair
• Replacement
• New Home Construction
• Free Estimates

www.alternativeairHVAC.com

SPR Contractor • Interior & Exterior

Flagstone
Concrete resurfacing
Driveways

53501 W. Jersey Drive

GLASS

AIR CONDITIONING

Gifts

(new and used)
6 ANTIQUES
6 NOTARY SERVICES

Open 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Tuesday thru Sunday

CINDY’S ATTIC • (520) 840-6723
49992 W. Papago Road

LANDSCAPING

BREWERS IRRIGATION

❋ Installation/Hardscape
❋ Accent Lighting
❋ Weed Control
❋ Irrigation Installation
& Repair

520-868-6180 • LizardHG.com
AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS
Service At A Higher Level
Maricopa’s Full-Service Glass Company

(520) 568-2245
44765 W. Hathaway, Maricopa
Open 8 to 5, Monday through Friday
www.SunLifeFamilyHealth.org

ROC 222193 K-65 ★ Licensed ★ Bonded
★ Insured ★ Master Auto Glass Techs

SUN LIFE … EXCELLENCE IN HEALTH CARE!

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

LMR ARIZONA

opa
Maric al
Loc

DUMPSTER RENTALS
Certified Horticulturist

• Complete yard care
• Tree trimming & removal
• Irrigation systems

(520) 233-1127

• You load
• Save time
• Save money
(520) 568-8682

❋ Tree Removal
❋ Yard Additions
❋ Firepits
❋ Maintenance/
Clean up

(602) 359-6203

azrysyard.com
BONDED, LICENSED AND INSURED

LANDSCAPING

MD’s

PAINTING

Sprinklers
Drip Systems
Landscaping
Rock & Brick
Repairs/Installation

L A N D S C A P I N G
Maricopa owned and operated
Free Estimates • 24hr Emergency Calls

(480) 295-2279

A+ Rating with the BBB for over 20 years

ROC# 270395

Full services residentail
and comerical painting

(505) 507-3909
WWW.GGCS.US
• Interior & Exterior
Painting
• Drywall & Small
Remodel

• 10 Year Maricopa Resident
• Timer Replacement
• Backflow Repair/Replacement
• Installation • Leaks
• Valve Repair/Replacement
• Troubleshooting

Chris Brewer 928-228-1396

Thank you for
supporting our
advertisers.
It’s because of them that you
are reading this publication.

• Preasure Washing
• Wood & Deck Staining
• Cabinet Refinishing
• Trim Repaint

www.DruwestLandscape.com

Find more than 500
local companies eager
to earn your business!

InMaricopa.com/Business-Directory

Local Service Directory
PEST CONTROL

MARICOPA
BUG BUSTERS
Only $35 • No contract required

Firefighter Family owned and operated
Frank and Talisha Bradstream

PODIATRY
Maricopa
Foot and Ankle
• Ingrown toenails
• Sprains & fractures
• Athletic injuries
• Warts

• Plantar fasciitis
• Varicose veins treatment
• Ankle and foot surgery
• Bunions and bone spurs

(520) 494-1090

www.MFAAC.com

POOL SERVICE

PLUMBING

Hidden Valley Pool Service

CARRERA’S PLUMBING
INCORPORATED

FULLY INSURED!

24/7 Emergency
Services

(520)233-7528

Reliable and Experienced
•10 yr Maricopa Resident
•Acid Wash •Filter Clean
✺Weekly Pool Service✺

(520) 423-9542

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 126

REAL ESTATE

ROOFERS

TAXES

Tile & Flat Roof

James A. Chaston CPA, PLC

Drywall & texture matching
Top craftsmanship gauranteed

• Small Business Accounting
• Consulting • Tax Planning
• Tax Preparation

REPAIR

PAT LAIRSON

REALTOR®

• Maricopa Resident
• Maricopa Top Realtor

(520) 280-5862

PatLairsonRealtor@gmail.com

Maricopa • Casa Grande

Payment plans • Free estimates
520-208-4185
30+ years experience • Not a licensed contractor

(520) 568-3303
www.ChastonCPA.com

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

(520) 251-8401
CarrerasPlumbing.com
Licensed Contractor ROC#262781

Jobs

Promotional
Products
Apparel
Printing
Signage

(520) 568-0040
Market247365.com

To place an ad, call 520-568-0040.

Advertising Sales Professional
PT & FT available. Flexible hours. If you have
high integrity, positive attitude, commitment
to excellence and are self-motivated, call
520-568-0040 ext. 7 to apply.
Customer Service Rep
PT/19 hrs per week. Applications accepted
at GovernmentJobs.com/Careers/
CityOfMaricopaAZ
Experienced Dispensing Optician
Send PDF resume to hr@maricopeyecare.com
or fax 520-208-2306.
Hair Stylists — K’Bella
Experienced and licensed in Arizona. Apply at
K’Bella 520-233-8576
Hair Stylist/Barber
Full time/flexible stylist. Call Becky at
602-403-3794 to schedule an interview
Head Lifeguard
$13.02 - $17.08 hr. Applications accepted
at GovernmentJobs.com/Careers/
CityOfMaricopaAZ
Instructional Aide
To view details and apply, please go to
uacareers.com and query job posting number
S20227. Add’l info, please contact Victor
Jimenez 480-620-8633
Intern — IT
$13.92 hr. Applications accepted
at GovernmentJobs.com/Careers/
CityOfMaricopaAZ
Landscape Maintenance Crewmen
PT & FT ($400/week) available. Valid DL & clean
MVR required. 520-233-1127

LOCAL NEWS / LOCAL COUPONS / LOCAL EVENTS
LOCAL BUSINESSES / LOCAL JOBS
LOCAL CONTESTS / LOCAL SOCIAL MEDIA

•
•
•
•
•

Purchasing Supervisor
$63,049.00 - $86,914.00 yr. Applications
accepted at GovernmentJobs.com/Careers/
CityOfMaricopaAZ.

Recreation Aide
Applications accepted at GovernmentJobs.
com/Careers/CityOfMaricopaAZ
Reporter
Generate news stories, create enterprise
pieces, provide videography/photography to
accompany the story. Proficient in Microsoft
Word, Adobe Photoshop, Microsoft Excel and
a digital camera. Email resume, writing
samples and compensation requirements to
Jobs@InMaricopa.com or fax them to
520-568-0050
Senior Farm Attendant
To view details and apply, please go to
uacareers.com and query job posting number
S21102. Add’l info, please contact Cody
Jackson 520-374-6204
Substitute Custodian
Apply at MaricopaUSD.org.
520-568-5100
Substitute Food Service
Apply at MaricopaUSD.org.
520-568-5100
Substitute Paraprofessionals
Apply at MaricopaUSD.org. 520-568-5100
Substitute Teacher Needed
Apply at MaricopaUSD.org. 520-568-5100
Substitute Transportation
Apply at MaricopaUSD.org. 520-568-5100

Water Operator
Work under direction of Operations
Supervisor and provide efficient scheduling
and deliveries of irrigation water.
Submit resumes to susan@ed-3.org

For more employment
opportunities, visit
InMaricopa.com/Business/Jobs

MOST MAJOR INSURANCES
Medicare / AHCCCS
Uninsured? We can help!

44572 W. Bowlin Road
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(closed 12-1 p.m. for lunch)

NOW OFFERING PEDIATRICS

Sun Life is a
Reach Out &
Read provider

• Newborns through adolescence
• Immunizations for children
• Sports, college physicals
• Well-child visits
• Prescription pick-up

NEW
OFFICE

40
Years of

Excellence in health care!
(520) 788-6100 • www.SunLifeFamilyHealth.org

