
August 2018www.InMaricopa.com

MHS FOOTBALL GETS NEW COACH, NEW LOOK

+

MCE unpaid loans 
in city’s hands

GOVERNMENT

Business
Directory

REARMED

Hydroponics  
comes to Ak-Chin

BUSINESS



KIDS 
HEADING
BACK TO 
SCHOOL?

100Mbps
5 Mbps up 200Mbps

10 Mbps up

Smart TVs Smartphones Game Consoles  Laptops Tablets Desktop Computers

Equipment, taxes, installation and other fees not included. Many factors affect speed. Actual speed may vary. Other conditions 
may apply. Call office for details.

The More People Using Devices, the More Speed You Need!

Get the speed you need!

How many 
of these Internet Devices Do You Have?

520-568-8890 | www.orbitelcom.com

Orbitel_KidsBacktoSchoolDevices_InMaricopa_8.375x10.875.indd   1 7/19/2018   10:28:17 AM



2	 InMaricopa.com | August 2018

Mason Callejas

  Contents August 2018

HOME
Julie Olson has tips for starting your fall 
garden. Page 30

HomeSmart’s Dayv Morgan examines the 
value of solar panels. Page 31

Most expensive home has a lakeside view. 
Page 32

New home permits. Page 33

THINGS TO DO
Check the calendar for Maricopa activities. 
Page 46

Prep for the primary with the  
InMaricopa.com Town Hall. Page 35

LEADING OFF
Editor’s Letter Page 4

Contributors Page 4

PEOPLE
History photo returns to 8th grade.  
Page 5

A photo gallery captures events around 
town. Page 6

Rick Brower has lived a life or two. Page 7

FAMILY
Parks teen triplets go national. Page 8

Are you ready for some MHS football? 
Page 10

A gallery of youth activities. Page 13

Bernadette Russoniello has college/career 
advice. Page 14

Murray Siegel talks about charter school 
principals. Page 15

GOVERNMENT
Maricopa is on the hook for MCE’s unpaid 
loans. Page 16 

BUSINESS
Ibarra Family Farms is bringing 
hydroponics to Ak-Chin. Page 18

Business briefs include awards, new hires 
and new licenses. Page 20

Directory Page 22

SENIOR LIVING
Learn what your new Medicare card can 
do. Page 25

Joan Koczor encourages brain fitness.  
Page 26

Al Brandenburg looks at how Medicare 
may help home healthcare. Page 27

HEALTH
Longevity's Aaron Gilbert talks about 
prioritizing. Page 28

Tanner, Cutter and David 
Parks (from left) all 
competed in the American 
Poolplayers Association 
Junior  Championships in 
St. Louis in July.

8

YourAZBraces.com 
21083 N John Wayne Pkwy. Maricopa, AZ 85139

 
August 2018 | InMaricopa.com 37

MUSDNEWS
SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

The mission of the 
Maricopa Unifi ed 
School District is to 
ensure all students 
achieve excellence 
by preparing 
them to be 
lifelong learners 
and responsible 
citizens who value 
innovation and 
global diversity.

Students Recognized for Perfect Attendance

New budget includes raises for teachers, staff
Reprinted from InMaricopa/Michelle Chance

T eacher raises and competitive compensation plans for new employees are included in the budget approved for Maricopa Uni� ed School District.MUSD’s $54 million budget for � scal year 2018-19 was unanimously approved June 28.Gov. Doug Ducey approved funding to Arizona school districts that would allow up to a 10-percent pay increase for teachers a� er educators held walk-outs in the #RedForEd movement. Teachers are also slated to receive an additional 10-percent increase by 2020 from the state.
MUSD received more than $1 million from the state this year for teachers, but the board approved raises for administrators, classi� ed sta� , transportation and employees in health and related services at a cost to the district of about $2.6 million.Future funding from the state will have to be approved during annual budget sessions.Administrative and classi� ed employee raises this year are covered almost entirely by enrollment dollars alone, Human Resources Director Tom Beckett said. He predicted the new compensation plans for future 

employees will attract and retain teachers.Under the proposed 2019 budget, the average salary of all teachers will be $47,748 — an increase of more than $4,000 from last year’s average.� e budget also allows for the purchase of one regular route school bus and a special education route bus. ■

Submitted by Diane Vigil, Curriculum Generalist 
May 15, 36 elementary students from the Maricopa Uni� ed School District's six elementary schools went to the Ak Chin's Ultra Star Multi-tainment Center in Maricopa for MUSD's second annual � eld trip for students with perfect attendance. � e students had to be in attendance at school with no absences or tardies from Aug.7, 2017, to April 27, 2018, to attend the � eld trip. Each student received an hour and a half of bowling and pizza. � e students enjoyed this well-deserved activity.  � ank you to all the District chaperones for attending this special celebration.  

For more information about the Maricopa Uni� ed School District please visit our website at www.maricopausd.org or call 520-568-5100. ■

37	 SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

ON THE COVER: Quarterback Jordan Huddleston practices with the Maricopa High School Rams ahead of a football season that begins Aug. 17.  
Photo by Victor Moreno
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It is August. That means election season is upon 
us and so is high school sports fall season.

In this issue of InMaricopa, half the 
publication is dedicated to election information 

important to the Aug. 28 primary and 
beyond. Flip the magazine to start from 
the beginning. See who’s running, learn 
some background on the candidates, 
and find out what the elected officials do 
after they take the oath of office.

There is also a reminder of how and 
when to vote.

For a topic less brutal than politics, 
InMaricopa caught up with new 
Maricopa High School football coach Brandon 
Harris and new Athletic Director Jake Neill to learn 
what kind of program they mean to build.

Also in this issue, meet the Parks family and 
their teen triplets who are leaving a mark on junior 
billiards.

Meet 30-year resident Rick Brower, who has 
simply led a life that has been anything but simple. 
He knows a lot about agriculture, as does the Ibarra 
Family, whose plans for a hydroponic facility are 
explained in these pages.

After the City of Maricopa opted to close its 
business incubator, InMaricopa looked at the leftover, 
federally funded loans that remain outstanding 
from the programs of Maricopa Center for 

Entrepreneurship and on the City’s books.
In our Senior Living section, learn 

about the new Medicare card, take steps 
to stay mentally fit and see what coverage 
is available for home healthcare.

Master Gardener Julie Olson offers 
tips for planning your fall garden in 
Maricopa, and Realtor Dayv Morgan 
looks at the impact of solar panels on 
resale value.

That and much more is packed into this month’s 
issue.

Happy reading,

RAQUEL HENDRICKSON | Editor

Raquel@InMaricopa.com 

520-568-0040 ext. 3

Sports, politics heating up

MASON CALLEJAS

The InMaricopa staff 

multimedia specialist had fun 

lining up pool shots with the 

guys, using the centralized 

lighting of a pool room against 

dark shadows to capture the 

Parks brothers. Page 8

MURRAY SIEGEL

With a Ph.D. in math 

education, the school 

volunteer has usually written 

about serious education 

issues but now finishes 

his series on local school 

principals. Page 15

AL BRANDENBURG

An advocate for a local 

senior center, Brandenburg 

writes about a worry of many 

aging residents like himself 

— what Medicare may 

pay for if they need home 

caregiving. Page 27
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Front row:

1. Frances Brown

2. Trini Sanchez

3. Linda Miller

4. Roberta Tow

5. Alice Fay Suiter

6. Edna Farrell

7. Rosemary Peters

8. Kathy Conner

Middle row:

1. Goldie Mullins

2. Jean Thornhill

3. Norma Ruth 

Blackwood

4. Mollie Norris

5. Dean Green

6. Jimmy Matheny

7. Ray Hernandez

8. Vern Rhoton

Back row:

1. Harry Goodman

2. Dorothy Reed

3. Gerlene Sadler

4. Carrol Hamon

5. Billy Tow

6. Marvin Enos

7. Craig Cooper

8. Henry Bandin

9. Johnny White

1954 8th Grade Graduation at 
Maricopa Elementary School

Courtesy Maricopa Historical Society

Decades before Maricopa incorporated, 

the center of the community was the 

school. Some of these fresh faces may 

still be familiar to long-time residents.

2019 CORVETTE SWEEPSTAKES 
Receive 1 entry for every 100 Tier Credits earned from 

6AM Saturday, September 1 through 7:30PM Monday, September 3, 2018.

PLUS, RECEIVE 5 FREE ENTRIES UPON ACTIVATION!
ACTIVATE ALL YOUR ENTRIES AT A DESIGNATED PROMOTIONAL KIOSK FROM 11AM – 7:45PM ON SEPTEMBER 3, 2018

FINALE DRAWING • 8PM
Every 15 minutes from 12PM to 7:45PM, one lucky drawing winner will be called for 

$500 in Free Slot Play, 50,000 in Reward Credits® or $500 in Food & Beverage Vouchers!

Guests invited to receive VIP Free and Earned Entries are not eligible for other entries, earned or free. Must be present to win. Total Rewards® card must be swiped at a Promotional Kiosk between 11:00AM and 7:45PM on Monday, September 3, 2018 to 
enter promotion, receive free entries and activate all free and earned entries. Earning period is from 6AM Saturday, September 1, 2018 to 7:30PM on September 3, 2018. Finale Drawing is at 8PM on Monday, September 3, 2018. Any Free Slot Play and 
Reward Credit prizes must be accepted at a slot machine by 11:59PM on the Promotional Day, and Free Slot Play will expire 72 hours after deposit. Food & Beverage Vouchers must be used on or by Saturday, September 15, 2018. Valid only at Harrah’s 
Ak-Chin Casino. Must have Total Rewards card and valid photo ID to participate. Management reserves the right to change or cancel this promotion at any time without prior notice. Vehicle brand, model and color may vary. Must be 21 years of age or older 
to gamble and take advantage of this offer. Know When To Stop Before You Start.® Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-522-4700 or 1-800-NEXT-STEP. ©2018 Caesars License Company, LLC. See offi cial rules at the Total Rewards Center for complete details.

LABOR DAY 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2018
EARN ENTRIES FROM                            
SEPTEMBER 1 - SEPTEMBER 3
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Staff at Volkswagen in Maricopa helped pack meals for the charity Generosity Feeds July 11. Submitted

Maricopa Fire/Medical Department firefighters put out a fire July 

2 in an Alterra home that was a complete loss. Michelle Chance

Sandra Muñoz was among shoppers during the grand opening of 

Ross Dress for Less on July 21. Michelle Chance

Mike Blankenship of Greenlight Traffic Engineering talks to 

Maricopans about SR 347 congestion during a Sun Corridor 

Metropolitan Planning event July 12. Raquel Hendrickson

Local magician Kaden Kruz, a contestant on America's Got Talent, 

performed at Maricopa Public Library July 12. Raquel Hendrickson

Rick Brower has stories steeped in Arizona history, especially Maricopa history.
He’ll tell you his philosophy for life is, “Keep it simple. Be close to nature. Be 

close to what matters most to you.” While not necessarily living “a simple life,” his 
easy-going style and relaxed attitude give credence to his words.

Brower and his family have lived in the Maricopa area for 30 years. His life has been one of 
ranching, military service, ministry and now biological compounds.

Rancher, soldier, minister: 
Rick Brower’s life of changes 
By Fran Lyons

years of service in the infantry. His military 
career provided the opportunity to travel 
and explore the world. He became part of the 
Quartermasters Corps as a staff sergeant and 
army engineer working in logistics.

“I had to overcome my shyness when I 
became a military instructor,” he said. “The 
military trained me to become a professional 
educator.”

In the winter of 1990, Brower was 
deployed to Operation Desert Storm, where 
he functioned as an engineer/operations 
manager paving roads, opening supply 
routes and advocating humanitarian efforts 
in support of the mission. He returned from 
ODS in June of 1991. 

He retired in 2002. Among the 
awards Brower earned for his service are 
a Bronze Star, four Army Commendation 
medals and 1986 Army Soldier of the Year 
Commendation. In the 35 missions he was 
involved in, no lives were lost.

Nestled within this framework of time, 
Brower met his future wife, Mary Wickes, 
an Army demolitions expert/engineer. They 
decided on living in Maricopa and married 
in the old Court House before settling in 
Hidden Valley in 1988. 

“I love the weather,” he said, “like living 
local and being in the central desert.”

Between them, Rick and Mary have five 
children and 20 grandchildren. All their 
kids went to Maricopa High School. The 
love of family and friends is natural for 
the Browers, as is the love for animals and 
mother nature herself. 

Rick is ordained and known to the locals 
as the “Marrying Minister,” There is a two-
story gazebo with a dance floor on their 
property. It is a family hub where weddings, 
holidays and graduations are celebrated in a 
grand, western, traditional style. 

Since 2008, he has worked as facility 
general manager in organic biologics to 
improve crops, the latest in a life of changes.

Brower loves to read books by the western 
author Louis L’Amour, who summed up the 
cycles of life Brower himself embodies: “There 
will come a time when you believe everything 
is finished. Yet that will be the beginning.” 

“I remember when 347 was a two-lane 
highway and the only place to shop was the 
mercantile store,” he said. “Napa Auto was 
here, and there were three tire stores. Of 
course, we had the Headquarters Restaurant, 
to boot. This was a time when Maricopa had 
a population of about 1,500 people. Things 
have changed since then.”

Brower is the archetype of the Western 
Man. Maybe he’d even admit to being a cowboy.

Born back east, he moved with his family 
to the West when he was a small boy. They 
settled a 40-acre ranch between Black Canyon 
City and New River, where they raised cattle 
and horses. Brower grew up working on the 
ranch and living on a beautiful expanse of 
land. This is where he became an Arizonan, 
he said. The western life suited him well.

He entered the Army in 1980 ready to 
serve his country and spent the first two 

Longtime resident Rick Brower is a mix of Arizona's past and future. 
Mason Callejas
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Triplets compete 
in national pool 
championship
By Michelle Chance  
Photos by Mason Callejas

T
anner, Cutter and David Parks have 
always had each other to entertain. 
Not dazzled by digital pastimes and 
videogames, the Parks trio has become 

a force in junior pool leagues. 
The 15-year-old triplets grew up around 

billiards inside their family’s pool hall, 
The New HQ, where they developed their 
competitive skill.

“We were playing since we could see over the 
edge of the tables,” David said.  

The boys’ father, Darwin, gave them three 
sticks and let them play for fun. The family never 
expected to see the boys go so far.

“We were just happy to start playing pool,” 
Tanner recalled.

As his sons neared adolescence, Dad and his 
buddies in the local adult pool league — Amado 
Martinez, David James, Mario Bandin and Bill 
Huddart — taught the triplets the game.

“They’ve all picked it up extremely well. All 
three of them are very good shots,” Darwin said.

The Parks brothers took their skills to junior 
pool leagues in the Valley, spending many 
Sundays the past few years traveling State Route 
347 to compete. 

In July, all three competed in the American 
Poolplayers Association Junior Championships 
in St. Louis, Missouri. 

“It was very nerve-racking, very nervous, 
emotional. It was all of the above out there with 
them,” Darwin said.

Tanner, playing in the 3 division with 93 
other competitors, played five matches and 
finished in the round of 16. David and Cutter 
played in the 4-5 division.

“I prayed that these two would be at opposite 
ends of the bracket so that the only way they 
would meet it each other is if it was all the way 
for first and second,” Darwin said.

To Dad’s disappointment, David and Cutter 
were both scheduled at the bottom half of the 
bracket, setting up an eventual showdown 
between brothers. 

“I was nervous because they had to play each 
other because I wanted both of them to make it 
far,” Tanner said. 

David came out the victor in the tense, 
sibling game in the quarterfinals. 

Having competed in the Billiard Education 
Foundation’s Junior National Championships 
in Las Vegas the year prior, David said he 

felt he had the advantage when it came to 
tournament play. 

“I’m happy that at least one of us got to make 
it to the championships,” Cutter said.

David brought home the runner-up trophy 
in his division after a 31-33 score in the title 
game. 

The triplets want to take their competitiveness 
to more tournaments in the future and perhaps 
introduce a junior league in Maricopa if they 
could drum up enough interest.

Their mother Jocelyn views pool as the 
final group sport the triplets will participate in 
before adulthood. 

“I do believe they’ll grow up and go their own 
way,” Jocelyn said, “but, it’s fun, too. Especially 
because they can do it together.” 

Triplets Cutter, Tanner and David 
Parks are supported in the pool-playing 
endeavors by parents Darwin and 
Jocelyn. Opposite page, Cutter Parks sets 
up a shot at The New HQ.
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T
here was very little leisure for 
Maricopa High School football 
players this summer. 

New head coach Brandon 
Harris ran practices every morning, five days 
a week. Many nights were filled by 7-on-7 
tournaments.

Two weeks before the first day of school, 
the team left to its annual football camp in 
Winslow. 

The coaches spend more time with athletes 
than ever before, Harris said, a practice in 
measuring the team’s pulse on — and off — 
the field.

“We call it ‘one heartbeat;’ it’s kind of the 
analogy we use,” Harris said of the team’s 
culture. “We all have to work in concert for it 
to work.”

When they weren’t running drills, 
teammates worked in unison fundraising for 
the program. They were coached by Harris 
on representing the school and the city well, 
he said. 

The kids reportedly received compliments 
on their polite behavior during car washes and 
other engagements where athletes and coaches 
introduced themselves to the community.

New coach tests Rams’ vitals,  
runs team as ‘one heartbeat’
By Michelle Chance

Do you dream of getting 
a good night’s sleep?

Approximately 22 million Americans suffer from a disorder known as sleep apnea. The sleep 
center at Banner Casa Grande  diagnoses and treats Obstructive Sleep Apnea and other 
sleep disorders in children and adults.  

BannerHealth.com/CasaGrande

Sleep Center Appointments: (520) 381-6423

• Are you tired and doze off during the day?
• Do you snore?
• Have you been told you stop breathing 

during sleep?

• Do you have high blood pressure?
• Is your neck size larger than 16 inches  

(for women) or 17 inches (for men)? 

If so, it may be time to put your sleep problems to rest. We can examine your sleep issues at 
home or with an overnight sleep study at our center. Ask your doctor if a sleep study is right 
for you or your child.

Do you dream of getting 
a good night’s sleep?

Approximately 22 million Americans suffer from a disorder known 

as sleep apnea. The sleep center at Banner Casa Grande diagnoses 

and treats Obstructive Sleep Apnea and other sleep disorders in 

children and adults. 

Don’t let a wound that won’t heal  
keep you from kicking up your heels.
Sometimes, wounds don’t heal as quickly as they should. If not treated, these wounds 
can cause additional problems. At Banner Casa Grande Wound Center, we will create an 
individualized care plan, including the use of hyperbaric oxygen therapy, if needed, to speed 
up healing. We’ll help you feel confident to effectively care for these wounds in between visits 
and get you back in the swing of things.

BannerHealth.com/CasaGrande

Wound Care Appointments: (520) 381-6150 • Mon–Fri, 7:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

Sleep Center Appointments: 
(520) 381-6423

• Are you tired and doze off during the day?

• Do you snore?

• Have you been told you stop breathing during sleep?

• Do you have high blood pressure?

• Is your neck size larger than 16 inches (for women) or 17 inches (for men)?

If so, it may be time to put your sleep problems to rest. We can examine 

your sleep issues at home or with an overnight sleep study at our center. 

Ask your doctor if a sleep study is right for you or your child.

“We are working smart; we’re working hard,” 
Harris said. 

This summer, athletes hit the weight room 
after their meals — an intake of protein and 
carbohydrates developed by coaching staff. 
And while participating in any activity together, 
Harris only allows uplifting communication 
between the group. 

“We don’t coach from any negativity or fear 
because fear is very close to hatred and you 
can’t play well with either one of those feelings,” 
Harris said.

Harris is an experienced leader on 
the gridiron, having previously coached 
championship high school state teams and 
collegiately.

His goal is to reinvent the Rams, who will 
sport redesigned uniforms, into a team that not 
only wins games, but wins in life. 

New district Athletic Director Jacob Neill 
likes the approach. 

“If you have a high level of participation and 
you’re successful in what you’re doing with the 

This year's MHS Rams include (from left) Trey Keel, Jake Meyer, Jordan Huddleston, Tylen Coleman and Michael Flood.

Brandon Harris is in his first year as head coach of the varsity Rams.

We don’t coach 
from any negativity or 
fear because fear is very 
close to hatred, and you 
can’t play well with either 
one of those feelings.”
—Head Coach Brandon Harris

Victor Moreno

Victor Moreno

Mason Callejas

Jordan Huddleston
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Maricopa High School students head up the stairs during an open house July 19 before the start of school. Raquel Hendrickson

Maricopa Unified elementary schools, including Butterfield, 

and Sequoia Pathway schools had Meet the Teacher Night 

July 19. Raquel Hendrickson

Maricopa Little Leagues 8-9-10 team won the District 9 

championship, qualifying for the state tournament: Ethan 

Cope, Micah Figueroa, Jackson Hinton, Matt Martin, Cristian 

Morgan, Adam Olson, Anthony Renda, Jovanny Sanchez, Cesar 

Santacruz, Ethan Taylor, Brayden Tracy, Jonathan Uribe, Manager 

Eric Cope, Coach Frank Tracy, Coach Frank Renda. Submitted

Maricopa High School band students warmed up for a new 

school year of performing July 19.  Raquel Hendrickson

Maricopa High School Student Council members were part 

of the welcoming crew as parents toured the campus July 19. 

Raquel Hendrickson
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MHS Football  
All varsity games at 7 p.m.
Aug. 17	 vs. McClintock	
Aug. 24	 @ Millennium	  
Aug. 31	 @ Apollo 	
Sept. 7 	 @ South Mountain
Sept. 14	 vs. Central 	  
Sept. 21 	 vs. Higley 	
Sept. 28 	 @ Campo Verde 	  
Oct. 5 	 @ Williams Field 	  
Oct. 19 	 vs. Casteel 	  
Oct. 26 	 vs. Gilbert 

MHS Cross Country 
Sept. 12 	 Valley Christian @ Prospector Park .................. 5 p.m.
Sept. 19 	 Casa Grande @ Copper Sky ............................... 2 p.m. 
Sept. 26 	 Poston Butte @ Mesquite .................................... 2 p.m. 
Oct. 3 	 Scottsdale Christian @ Marcos de Niza ........... 2 p.m. 

MHS Boy’s Golf 
Aug. 16 	 Notre Dame @ Seville........................................... 3 p.m. 
Aug. 21 	 Marcos de Niza @ Southern Dunes................... 3 p.m. 
Aug. 28 	 Chandler @ Southern Dunes .............................. 3 p.m. 
Sept. 4 	 Marcos de Niza (A) @ Arizona Country Club... 3:30 p.m. 
Sept. 6 	 Vista Grande @ Rolling Hills ............................... 3:30 p.m.
Sept. 11 	 Mesa @ Dobson...................................................... 2 p.m. 
Sept. 12 	 East Valley @ Las Colinas..................................... 3:30 p.m. 
Sept. 18 	 Seton @ Ocotillo .................................................... 3:30 p.m. 
Sept. 25 	 Combs @ Southern Dunes .................................. 3 p.m. 
Oct. 2 	 Saguaro @ McCormick Ranch............................. 2 p.m.	

MHS Girl’s Golf 
Aug. 29 	 Campo Verde, Williams Field,  
	 Casteel @ Gilbert.................................................... 3 p.m. 
Sept. 5 	 Combs @ The Duke............................................... 3 p.m. 
Sept. 10 	 Marcos de Niza, Youngker, Dysart @ Tempe . 2 p.m. 
Sept. 12 	 Dysart, Tempe, Williams Field @ El Mirage...... 2 p.m. 
Sept. 24 	 Tempe @ The Duke .............................................. 3 p.m.
Sept. 26 	 Dobson @ Mesa...................................................... 3 p.m. 
Oct. 1 	 Apache Junction @ The Duke ........................... 3 p.m.

MHS Swimming 
Aug. 30 	 Apache Junction @ AJ Aquatic Center...........4 p.m. 
Sept. 6 	 Valley Christian @ Copper Sky ........................4 p.m.
Sept. 18 	 Apache Junction @ El Dorado .........................4 p.m.
Sept. 27 	 Combs @ Copper Sky.........................................4 p.m.
Oct. 4 	 Benjamin Franklin @ Copper Sky ....................4 p.m.
Oct. 11 	 Poston Butte @ Copper Sky .............................4 p.m. 
Oct. 18 	 Charger  Invite @ McClintock ...........................9:30 a.m. 

MHS Volleyball 
Aug. 28 	 vs. Camelback.......................................................6 p.m.
Aug. 29 	 @ Betty Fairfax......................................................6 p.m. 
Aug. 30 	 @ Verrado...............................................................6 p.m. 
Sept. 4 	 vs. Paradise Valley...............................................6 p.m. 
Sept. 6 	 @ North Canyon....................................................6 p.m. 
Sept. 8 	 @ Greenway Tournament
Sept. 11 	 @ Ironwood............................................................6 p.m. 
Sept. 13 	 vs. Campo Verde..................................................6 p.m. 
Sept. 18 	 vs. Williams Field..................................................6 p.m. 
Sept. 19 	 vs. Centennial........................................................6 p.m. 
Sept. 20 	 vs. Higley................................................................6 p.m. 
Sept. 25 	 @ Casteel................................................................6 p.m. 
Sept. 27 	 @ Gilbert.................................................................6 p.m. 
Oct. 2 	 @ Campo Verde....................................................6 p.m. 
Oct. 4 	 @ Williams Field....................................................6 p.m. 
Oct. 16 	 @ Higley..................................................................6 p.m. 	
Oct. 18 	 vs. Casteel..............................................................6 p.m. 
Oct. 23	 vs. Gilbert................................................................6 p.m. 

Sequoia Pathway Academy Football 
Aug. 31	 vs. Imagine-Superstition.....................................7 p.m.
Sept. 7	 @ Canyon State Academy..................................6:15 p.m.
Sept. 14	 vs. South Pointe....................................................7 p.m.
Sept. 21	 @ St. John Paul II..................................................7 p.m.
Sept. 28	 vs. San Tan.............................................................7 p.m.
Oct. 19	 vs. Canyon State...................................................7 p.m.

kids in your program, it’s going to ultimately 
have a positive impact on the culture of not 
just your athletics program but your entire 
school,” Neill said. 

In 2016, Neill left the district after working 
four years as head basketball coach at MHS. 
He was the AD and assistant principal of 
Poston Butte High School in San Tan Valley 
before his recent return to Maricopa. 

That experience has lent well to the 
football program under Harris.

“First of all, he’s a former coach,” Harris 
said of Neill. “He’s been doing this awhile and 
he gets it.”

While the Rams work to recreate 
themselves and improve upon last year’s 6-4 
record, the team is also adjusting to a new, 
competitive region. 

Harris said the team had “flashes of 
spectacular play” against opponents in the 
5A San Tan Region during the 7-on-7s this 
summer.

But Neill and Harris agreed the region 
will be a great test for the program that is still 
developing its pulse.

“We are a team that’s loaded with a lot of 
players and talent, and now it’s just a matter of 
us putting that talent to use,” Harris said. 

FALL SPORTS SCHEDULE
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Trey Keel
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‘W
here are you going to col-
lege?” “What’s your major?” 
“Where do you want to go 
to school?” Unfortunately, 

these questions are far too common for the av-
erage teen. We place incredible pres-
sure on students to pick their college 
of choice; we even measure or judge 
students by their college ambitions.

The focus of meaningful college 
and career-ready conversations needs 
to shift to career. What career do you 
want? What major will help you attain 
your career plans? Where do you 
want to work? 

The entire purpose of post-secondary 
education is to attain specific skills, knowledge 
and experiences to better prepare us for a 
career. At the secondary level, we tend to put 
too much emphasis on the two to eight years of 
college we prepare students for, rather than the 

40 to 50 years that will span their working life.
We need to shift the conversation from 

college and career to college FOR career.
Why the push for college? Estimates 

from the Bureau of Labor Statistics indicate 
the average earnings for those with 
college degrees or certified credentials 
almost double that of a high school 
graduate. The same statistics show 
unemployment rates decrease by the 
same margins. 

College is any form of post-
secondary education or training that 
prepares them for a career. College 
can take many forms apart from the 

four-year university, including trade schools, 
certification or licensure, community college, 
apprenticeships or the military. I challenge 
students to first consider what they want from 
life — what do they value? Is it money? Family? 
Lifestyle? Purpose? What do they consider 

a “good income”? Once these questions are 
prioritized, we can dive into possible directions 
and pathways for their consideration.

When students consider career options, 
they need to consider how potential careers 
match their income needs and how the job fits 
their lifestyle needs and desires.

There are many resources available online to 
help provide students guidance and direction in 
career aspirations. A good starting point is the 
Myers-Briggs-type indicator. Most universities 
have some form of an interest profiler and 
major match available on their websites. 

Arizona State offers the Me3 assessment, 
an online picture-based inventory while 
University of Arizona offers Degree Search, a 
clickable interactive checklist of criteria to help 
match students with their best possible field.

Remember, a goal without a plan is just 
a wish. Research and set your career goals, 
determine what school or program will best fit 
those plans, and start building relevant skills 
and experiences to achieve your dreams. 

Bernadette Russoniello is the Career and College 
coordinator at Maricopa High School. She can be 
reached at BRussoniello@MUSD20.org.

Shift teen conversation from  
‘what college’ to ‘what career’
By Bernadette Russoniello

S
equoia Pathway has two principals, 
one for the elementary grades and 
one for the secondary grades. 

Last year’s high school principal, 
Dr. Alfonso F. Alva, was promoted 
to assistant superintendent. The new 
secondary principal is Diane Silvia, 
who grew up in New York and started 
her career in retail management. 
Seeking a slower pace and better 
climate, she and her family moved 
to Arizona, where she discovered a 
passion for teaching. She earned a 
master’s in educational leadership and joined 
Pathway in 2009, holding various teaching and 
administrative positions.

When asked about the new school year, 
she stated, “I am excited about spearheading 
our mission at Pathway, which is to cultivate 
a community of excellence through pride and 

appreciation for our surroundings, education 
and self.”

The elementary principal is Rachael Lay, 
who grew up in Houston, Texas, and holds 

a bachelor of science degree in 
elementary education from NAU 
and a master’s in administration and 
supervision from the University of 
Phoenix. She has been in education 
13 years and has been principal at 
Pathway for seven years. 

Lay points to the introduction of 
the Galileo set of academic tools and 

assessments this year, which has enhanced 
the daily classroom instruction. She looks 
forward to the new academic year due to the 
departmentalization of teaching in grades 4-6 
and the addition of intramural sports. 

Mat Reese is the principal at Leading Edge 
Academy (LEA) and was raised in Niagara 

Falls, New York. He left New York to attend 
ASU and received his undergraduate degree 
there. He received a master’s degree in admin-
istration from NAU. Reese was a teacher, coach 
and principal in public schools for 32 years. He 
joined LEA as its first principal in 2008.

He points with pride to the student- and 
parent-friendly nature of the campus, and he 
has an open-door policy that allows parents 
to see him without an appointment. His 
excitement for the new school year is the same 
anticipation he has each new year, watching 
students grow academically. 

At Legacy Traditional School (LTS), the 
principal is Amy Sundeen. She grew up in 
Chicago and received a B.S. from Northern 
Illinois University. She moved to AZ in 2006 
and decided to pursue a career in education 
through the post-baccalaureate program at 
Rio Salado College and obtained a master’s 
degree in educational administration. Joining 
LTS in 2008 as a special education teacher, she 
became school principal in 2016.

Sundeen believes in the success of the back-
to-basics curriculum which is combined with 
a fine arts program. She is looking forward to 
continued success with the new VEX Robotics 
program this year. 

Rookies and veterans  
alike head local charters
By Murray Siegel

Education
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Murray Siegel

Dear Readers,
 
We understand some of you are not receiving our magazine 
every month. Please know we pay to print and mail a copy to 
every household and boxholder in the 85138 and 85139 ZIP 
codes. If you live in the Maricopa area and ever don’t receive 
the magazine, please contact the Maricopa Post Office or 
email Info@InMaricopa.com with your address.
 
Thank you for your readership and support.
 
Sincerely,

Scott Bartle
Publisher
InMaricopa

April 2018

www.InMaricopa.com
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Affi liated Cardiologists
of Arizona

21300 N. John Wayne Pkwy., Suite 123

(520) 709-3106 • www.AffCard.com

Zaher Akkad, M.D.
Board Certifi ed in 
Internal Medicine, 
Cardiovascular 
Medicine, Interventional 
Cardiology, 
Endovascular Medicine, 
Nuclear Cardiology and 
Echocardiography 

Katie Minor, PA-C
Board Certifi ed Physician 
Assistant, Arizona 
native, ASU graduate 
and fl uent in Spanish

Painful Veins Slowing You Down?
Are you experiencing:

• Leg pain
• Leg swelling
• Leg heaviness
• Leg fatigue
• Varicose veins

Providing patient care at Chandler Regional, 
Mercy Gilbert, St. Joseph’s, Banner Desert and 

Banner University Medical Centers.

If problem veins are causing you discomfort or preventing you from 
participating in daily activities, call our offi ce to schedule a consultation.
Dr. Akkad can provide comprehensive, full-service vein treatment in a 
friendly and comfortable offi ce environment.
 
Let us help you fi nd the vein treatment that is best for you.

BEFORE AFTER

Convenient 
Maricopa Offi ce!
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A
mong its incubation tasks, the 
now defunct Maricopa Center 
for Entrepreneurship (MCE) 
distributed business loans 

funded by the City of Maricopa with a U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Rural Business 
Development grant.

The loans totaled $116,000 at a 5 percent 
interest rate. Years later, more than $98,000 
remains to be paid on the loans.

Nine fledgling businesses benefited from 
loan programs since 2015. Loans ranged from 
$4,500 to $25,000. The last loan was dispensed 
Dec. 16, 2016, to River Jumpers LLC.

The MCE was launched in 2013 as an 
incubator for start-up businesses and a 
resource for existing companies. It was seeded 
by a USDA grant of $50,000. Another $120,000 
of city-maintained funds was spent that year 
on a management agreement with Northern 
Arizona Center for Entrepreneurship and 
Technology (NACET).

“It may have been a little bit before it’s 
time,” Mayor Christian Price said.

City Council fenced with three 
consecutive executive directors over how MCE 
reported its progress, its transparency and its 
accountability, including for business loans.

One qualifier for USDA loan candidates 
was that they had been turned down by a bank 
or other lending source. Low-interest business 
loans were an important part of MCE’s 
offerings since 2014.

Two businesses paid off their loans. Some 
businesses that obtained loans no longer exist 
and the loans remain outstanding. Others 
say they are pushing forward and working at 
paying back the loans. 

Price said those results are the nature of 
incubating businesses just trying to get off the 
ground. 

“As for repayment, that’s something we’re 
handling internally now,” said Cassandra 
Brown, the city’s grants coordinator. 

The federally funded loans are in the City’s 
name, meant for MCE programs. Now the City 
and not MCE has the full task of tracking the 
loans. “We’re supporting these new businesses, 
and we’re actively working with these partners,” 
Brown said.

WYS Education and True Reflections 
Boutique had loans of $5,000 and $6,000 
respectively, and both wiped them out in less 
than two years. 

Several of the loan recipients no longer 
have functioning webpages and have not 

posted in social media in more than a year. 
In default or merely delinquent, four owe 
more than their original loan due to interest 
and fees.

HobbyScopes LLC was the first business 
to land an MCE loan, which was from a 
revolving loan fund (RLF) in 2015. As an RLF 
loan was paid off, the money went back into 
the program to fund more small-business 
loans. HobbyScopes loan was for $6,000, but 
the company struggled and still has a balance 
to be paid. 

The next two recipients, Precious Hands 
Healthcare ($25,000) and ProX Detailing 
($7,500), have had varying success paying 
down their loans.

In 2016, though still questioning MCE’s 
accountability for the loans, City Council 
unanimously approved up to $200,000 for 
MCE expenditures. Shortly after, NACET 
fired the executive director, Dan Beach. Last 
fall, the city council effectively fired NACET, 
and MCE closed in spring.

Price said that allowed the city to take a 
step back and find a different use for money 
it had dedicated to MCE.

“We’ve taken those funds and beefed up 
our Economic Development Department 
and reallocated it to other departments,” the 
mayor said.

Unpaid loans 
left in city's 
hands after 
MCE closing
By Raquel Hendrickson

Price said an incubator is still a good idea for 
Maricopa but will probably change the approach 
for “growing an economic garden.”

“We’ll probably focus more on partnerships 
and stair-step it up,” he said. “I envision we’ll 
have one in the future. I just don’t know when 
that future will be.”

Multiple attempts to reach loan recipients 
for comment were unsuccessful. 

VENDOR LOAN DATE
LOAN  

AMOUNT
LOAN 
TERM

REMAINING  
BALANCE

King and Queen 8/21/2016 $25,000.00 36 $26,356.24

Precious Hands 
Healthcare LLC

4/24/2016 $25,000.00 36 $21,065.77

RiverJurnpers LLC 12/16/2016 $25,000.00 36 $19,387.93

Ketalog, Inc 11/25/2016 $12,000.00 24 $ 12,312.47

ProX Detailing 6/12/2016 $7,500.00 24 $8,218.43

Hobby5copes LLC 8/1/2015 $6,000.00 24 $6,853.89

PropRX LLC 8/11/2016 $4,500.00 18 $4,049.57

True Reflections 
Boutique

11/26/2016 $6,000.00 18 $0.00

WYS Education 11/26/2016 $5,000.00 12 $0.00

TOTALS $116,000.00 $98,244.30

We’ve taken those 
funds and beefed up our 
Economic Development 
Department and 
reallocated it to other 
departments.”
—Mayor Christian Price

HobbyScopes LLC

Research-quality microscopes for 

hobbyists and children

Ketalog, Inc.

Advertising, apps and analytics

K&Q Clothing

Men’s and women’s clothing and 

accessories

Precious Hands Healthcare LLC

Home healthcare services

PropRX LLC

Property cleanup, preservation and 

house watch

ProX Detailing & Auto Glass

Auto detailing, washing, tinting, 

windshield repairs and replacement

River Jumpers LLC

Inflatable bouncers, waterslides, rock 

walls and other party accessories

True Reflections Boutique

Shop-from-home women’s clothing 

and accessories

WYS Education LLC

Write Your Story, for self-realization, 

insight and inspiration

Text 

“InMaricopa” 

to 31996 for 

local news 

and info

Licensed, Bonded and Insured
ROC#294841

(520) 213-5021
P Fast, Friendly Local Service
P Affordable Service Repair 
 and Replacement

Quality Service at a Fair Price

24/7 SERVICE

FREE 
NEXIA THERMOSTAT

With Installation of 
New American Standard Unit

Coupon must be presented before 
project completion. Expires 8/31/2018.

Nexia – 
Control 
at your 

Fingertips

Now providing American Standard 
lifetime maintenance service

Source: City of Maricopa
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The Ak-Chin Indian Community 
has deep roots in traditional 
agriculture. In July, it welcomed 
a new kind of agribusiness to its 

enterprise: hydroponics. 
Ibarra Family Farms recently broke 

ground on a 1.2-acre parcel at Santa Cruz 
Commerce Center and hopes to be ready for 
production before January. 

“Although it’s different technology, we are 
longtime farmers, and this is going to work 
out perfect together,” said Ak-Chin Tribal 
Council Member Ann Marie Antone during a 
groundbreaking ceremony July 19. 

Owner Carlos Ibarra, his wife, sons 
and daughter will operate their future 
16,128-square-foot greenhouse that is unlike 
any other in the country. 

“What I did with this and the design is 
I adapted everything, technologies from 
different parts of the world, and I’m trying 

to adapt it to Arizona weather conditions,” 
Ibarra said. 

The greenhouse will be lower in height 
than traditional structures. A motor-operated 
weather station will open and close the 
roof automatically, depending on weather 
conditions. 

Michelle Chance

Carlos Ibarra Sr., Ak-Chin Councilmember Ann Marie Antone and Carlos Ibarra Jr., 
from left, show off seed packets at the groundbreaking for Ibarra Family Farms at 
Santa Cruz Commerce Center.

Ibarra Family Farms 
brings hydroponics 
to Ak-Chin
By Michelle Chance

What I did with 
this and the design is 
I adapted everything, 
technologies from 
different parts of the 
world, and I’m trying 
to adapt it to Arizona 
weather conditions.”
—Carlos Ibarra

The cosmopolitan operation will include 
hydroponic channels from Brazil, a Canadian 
greenhouse and various equipment from the 
United States. 

Ibarra is a third-generation farmer with 
previous operations in Mexico spanning more 
than 25 years, growing a variety of crops from 
sugarcane to soy beans. His latest project 
will produce organically and conventionally 
grown lettuce, kale and spinach year-round, 
thanks to the adapted greenhouse design.

Hydroponics is a soilless cultivation that 
utilizes recycled nutrient solution to grow 
small crops. Ibarra Family Farms estimates it 
will save up to 95 percent of traditional water 
usage, pumped from underground Ak-Chin 
water.

Carlos Ibarra Jr. will take up marketing 
for the Maricopa location. He hopes to bring 
a fresh perspective to the farm’s philosophy 
as the next Ibarra generation to cultivate the 
family business.

“It’s also good to have the best of both 
worlds: the older generation and our new 
generation, in a more sustainable way, a 
greener way,” Ibarra Jr. said. 

As the farm grows, Ibarra Jr. would like to 
explore solar power options to its greenhouse 
and include sustainable friendly packaging 
and labeling for its produce. 

Phase 2 of the project could see new crops 
including edible flowers and other vegetables. 

Maria Hernandez, vice chair of the Ak-
Chin Industrial Park Board, said the Ibarra 
Family Farms project has been two years in 
the making. She views the operation as the 
beginning of what’s next in the local agro-
industry.

“We’re a farming community, but this is 
a different aspect of farming where we are 
getting into more of what’s in the future: 
hydroponics,” Hernandez said. “It was kind 
of exciting because this is what we always 
wanted this area to be: more agribusiness 
type.” 

Maricopa's Homepage

1 Monsoons blamed for fish kill in  
The Lakes

2 1 transported to hospital in red light run 
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COME WATCH YOUR 

DIAMONDBACKS!

21164 N. John Wayne Parkway, Maricopa
Kitchen Open: 11am-11pm; Lounge: 11am-2am

520-568-6077
NativeGrillAndWings.com

$17.99
20 WINGS ANY STYLE

Must present coupon at time of purchase. Not valid with any other offer.
Valid only at Maricopa location. Expires 8/31/18.

$5 OFF 

18 INCH PIZZA
1 Topping for $9.99

Must present coupon at time of purchase. Not valid with any other offer.
Valid only at Maricopa location. Does not include alcohol, tax, or gratuity. 
Expires 8/31/18.

Additional toppings for an extra charge. Must present coupon at time of 
purchase. Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at Maricopa location. 
Expires 8/31/18.

GET $5 OFF ANY PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE!

Also fi nd coupons 
at InMaricopa.com/

Coupons

Call ahead and 
book your 

upcoming parties 
and events
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RESTAURANTS PASS 
HEALTH INSPECTIONS 
WITH FLYING COLORS

Only three Maricopa eateries were 
inspected by the health department of 
Pinal County June 16-July 15. All three 
earned excellent ratings.

EXCELLENT [No violations found]
•	 Chipotle Mexican Grill
•	 Dickey’s Barbecue Pit
•	 Firehouse Subs

SATISFACTORY [Violations corrected 
during inspection]
None

NEEDS IMPROVEMENT [Critical 
items noted during inspection cannot 
be corrected immediately requiring 
follow-up inspection]
None

UNACCEPTABLE [Gross, unsanitary 
conditions necessitating the 
discontinuation of service]
None
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S Briefs Briefs

Dutch Bros. received a variance from the 
City’s Board of Adjustments July 17 to change 
the maximum setback on the property on 
John Wayne Parkway north of Fast & Friendly 
Car Wash where it plans to build a store. Tom 
Glissmeyer, director of development for Via 
West Group, said the existing water easement on 
the property was an impediment to complying 
with the setback standard. The variance 
increased the maximum setback 168 percent 
and places the front of the building more than 
67 feet from the property line.

Ross Dress for Less, ahead of its July 21 
opening, installed a low-voltage, anti-shop-
lifting system at the front door of its store at 
205951 N. John Wayne Parkway. The store also 
received a permit July 16 for four signs with 
internal LED illumination.

Daycare owner Marie Garcia, 43595 W. 
Chambers Court, passed fire inspection June 27.

KB Home received a permit June 20 to 
remodel a home garage at 18174 N. Christopher 
Drive into a temporary sales office. The project 
is valued at $10,000. KB Home also received a 
permit for sales/construction office at 20209 
N. Lauren Road in Homestead and picked up 
a temporary-use permit for its model home 
complex at 20181 N. Lauren Road.

An empty office space at 20924 N. John 
Parkway is being re-worked, with Desert 
Metropolitan receiving a permit for interior 
demolition. The work is valued at $7,800.

Jiffy Lube, being built at 42100 W. 
Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy. west of 
Walmart, had a flow test for its underground 
fire line and hydrant June 27.

EdKey Inc.’s Sequoia Pathway Academy 
received the OK June 28 for factory-built 
modular classroom buildings at the campus, 
19265 N. Porter Road. The classroom space is 
estimated at 62-by-70 feet with electric but no 
water or sewer. The project is valued at $30,000.

Community of Hope continued its 
remodel at 45295 W. Honeycutt Ave. with 
July 11 permits for remodel and relocation 
of factory-built building of three modular 
buildings, valued at $20,000.

Burger King, 20699 N. John Wayne 
Parkway, received a permit June 19 to install a 
fire alarm for its business, which opened July 21. 
July 17, it was granted a permit for eight grand-
opening pennants to be in place until Oct. 16.

Legacy Charter’s new Sunrise Preschool 
received a permit July 3 for a fire alarm panel 
and smoke detector for its facility currently 
under construction at 19287 N. Porter Road. 
The project also received a permit for plywood 
signs on wood posts.

WingStop, to be located at 20555 N. John 
Wayne Parkway, received a permit for two inter-
nally illuminated wall signs, at a value of $2,388.

Maricopa Wells Veterinary Hospital was 
given approval July 5 for a temporary banner to 
be in place until Sept. 11.

NEW BUSINESS LICENSES
The following business received business licenses from the 

City of Maricopa June-16-July 15:

Commercial: Burger King, Ross Dress for Less

Home based: Avasu, Boundless Vacation, Color Street, 

Gemini Mapping, Helpful Howie Handyman Service, Keep 

the Beat Entertainment, Modern Glamour Photography, North 

Suburban Office Services, P&N Your Choice Cleaning Services, 

Pawdicure Pals

Out of town: Action Barricade Company, Desert 

Metropolitan, GE Home Services, InstaBright SmileLabs, 

Interior Logic Holdings, JLC Enterprises, Keiki Corner, Mobile 

Car Wash, Monarch Pools, Pearlman Architects of Arizona, 

Trinity Building Services

Peddler/Solicitor: Arizona Environmental Progress

Nonprofit: Maricopa Militia Youth Football

Commercial 
activities, 
in brief

Submitted

Raquel Hendrickson

SAME-DAY A/C AND 
PLUMBING SERVICE!
Call us for quick, honest, reliable service 

7 days a week!

(520) 365-0001
www.AceHomeAZ.com

0% FINANCING AVAILABLE
UP TO 72 MONTHS ON QUALIFYING A/C SYSTEMS

Offer not valid with other offers. Residential Heating & Cooling Units only. On approved credit. Restrictions may apply.

ü NO Weekend Charges
ü NO Overtime Charges
ü NO Holiday Charges
ü NO After-Hours Charges
ü FREE Estimates Valleywide

SENIOR, 
VETERAN, 

& TEACHER 
DISCOUNTS 
AVAILABLE

FREE

$2,000
$50 OFF

A/C Service Call 
With Purchase Of Part/Repair

Limited time offer. Expires 9-7-18. 
Restrictions may apply. Call for details.

Limited time offer. Expires 9-7-18.  
Restrictions may apply. Call for details.

Any Plumbing Service 
With Repairs Over $500

Limited time offer. Expires 9-7-18.  
Restrictions may apply. Call for details.

We service 

all makes 

and models

LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED 
ROC LIC #283290, 286869

Veteran and Family Owned Since 1994

BAD CREDIT? 
BANKRUPTCY?
NO PROBLEM! 

Ask us about our exclusive 
rent-to-own program for 

new AC units.

STUART MYERS 
Service Technician and Maricopa Resident

Proud sponsor 

of Maricopa 

youth sports

Trade In Your Old Unit 
Working Or Not And Receive

Up
To

Apex wins case in appeals court
Private Motorsports Group (PMG) and the City of Maricopa came out on top in a case 
before the Arizona Court of Appeals. PMG is trying to build Apex Motor Club in northwest 
Maricopa. Both the City and PMG were sued by a Maricopa resident claiming the city council 
acted incorrectly when it granted a permit to Apex and claiming a private racetrack’s noise, 
smell and traffic would harm her more than the community at large.

The Division II appeals judges declared Bonita Burks had no standing to sue the auto club 
and the city in a judgment handed down July 16. The Burks lawsuit and a previous suit by an 
out-of-town group, a case also won by the City, have delayed PMG’s building plans more than 
a year.

Oak & Fork earns 
Award of Excellence
Wine Spectator magazine announced Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino’s Oak & 
Fork restaurant won the 2018 Award of Excellence.

According to Wine Spectator, the Award of Excellence recognizes 
restaurants whose wine lists feature a well-chosen assortment of quality 
producers along with a thematic match to the menu in both price and 
style. Ranging in size from 90 selections to several hundred, these lists are 
well-focused and tend to emphasize discovery.

“When we opened Oak & Fork earlier this 
year, we set a goal of achieving this important 
milestone from Wine Spectator,” said Nate Kin-
stlinger, beverage operations manager of Harrah’s 
Ak-Chin Casino.  “And we couldn’t be more 
proud of our team for this recognition.”

Oak & Fork and was opened as part of a 
multi-million-dollar expansion of Harrah’s Ak-
Chin Casino & Hotel. 

Sun Life welcomes 
new staff to Maricopa 
Sun Life Family Health Center welcomed 
James M. Underwood, DO, to the organi-
zation’s location on Bowlin Road.

Underwood earned his Bachelor of 
Science degree in hu-
man ecology in 1987 
from Rutgers University. 
In 1995, he completed 
his doctorate in osteo-
pathic medicine from 
Ohio University. In 
1999, he completed his 
residency in pediatrics 
at Children’s Hospital Medical Center of 
Akron.

Underwood is board certified 
with the American Osteopathic Board 
of Pediatrics. He is a member of the 
American Osteopathic Association, Ohio 
Osteopathic Association and Ohio State 
Medical Association.

He moved to Arizona in May. He and 
his wife of 23 years have four children. 
In his free time, he is actively involved 
in church, loves spending time with his 
family, and he enjoys playing keyboard, 
cooking and baking.

Dr. Underwood
Sunrise Preschool

Oak & Fork
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ACCOUNTING
James A. Chaston, CPA
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite 110
520-568-3303
ChastonCPA.com

ADVERTISING

Maricopa. Delivered.
44400 W. Honeycutt Road, Suite 101

520-568-0040
InMaricopa.com/Advertising

AIR CONDITIONING

0% Financing
(480) 360-1234 • 911-AC.com

 
Ace Home Services
(520) 365-0001
AceHomeAZ.com

Quality service at a fair price

Fully licensed and bonded
ROC#294841

• Service and Repair
• Replacement
• New Home Construction
• Free Estimates

520-213-5021

APPLIANCE REPAIR/SALES

Local, Family Owned and Operated
(520) 424-8435

Local and Dependable
520-635-2400

MrAppliance.com

ASSISTED LIVING/ 
HOME CARE
Caliche Senior Living
1640 N. Peart Road
Casa Grande
520-316-8041
CalicheLiving.com 

Care –That’s At Home,Wherever You Live

• In-home Care Services
• Happy Independent Lives
• Concierge Services

Sheriolyn Curry – Franchise Owner 

(480) 659-9201

Visiting Angels
16815 S. Desert Foothills 
Parkway, Suite 123
Phoenix
480-886-1165 
VisitingAngels.com/
SouthPhoenix

ATTORNEY

&Copple     Copple, p.c.

Personal Injury & Medical 
Malpractice Specialists

(602) 528-4705
Chris@CoppleLawFirm.com

S. Christopher Copple, Esq.

AUTOMOTIVE PARTS/
REPAIR/SERVICES

Hidden Valley
Auto Parts

Since 1961

★ USED AUTO PARTS ★
WE BUY JUNK CARS

53501 W. Jersey Drive • 520-568-2945
HiddenValleyAutoParts.com

BANKS/CREDIT UNIONS
Pinal County Federal  
Credit Union
44600 W. Smith Enke Road
Suite 105
520-381-3100
PinalCountyFCU.com 

CAR WASH 

Always FREE Vacuums

Ask About Discounts for Our 
VIP SPEED PASS Members

20168 N. John Wayne Parkway
520-381-0044 • FastAndFriendlyCarWash.com

CARPET CLEANING
1-2-3 Carpet & Tile Cleaning
Daryl Denham 
(602) 708-2220

(520) 329-4027 • OxiFresh.com

Find coupons at 
InMaricopa.com/

CouponsChildren & Pet Safe
Remove Stains & Pet Odor
One-hour Dry Time

CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Donohue DC, CCSP, FIAMA, GIC, MUA

Auto, Sports 
& Family Care

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 109 
520-494-7788 • MaricopaChiropractor.com

AZ Chiro & Acupuncture
44400 W. Honeycutt Road, 
Suite 102
520-483-3768
85239spine.com

CHURCHES

Sundays at 8:30 or 10:15 a.m.
Children’s Ministry at 10:15 service

Stage Stop Market Place
44301 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.
520-428-0463 • CalvaryMaricopa.org

 
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
Santa Cruz Commerce Center
Murphy Road & Maricopa-Casa 
Grande Highway
520-568-3246
LeaseAkChin.com

COMPUTERS
Data Doctors
21116 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite B-1
520-868-6161
DataDoctors.com

CONCRETE

SALT RIVER CONCRETE LLC

• Sidewalks
• Pool Deck
• Acid stain
• Patios

• Flagstone 
• Concrete
   resurfacing
• Driveways

ROC # 
257673

480-560-7514 • SaltRiverConcrete.com

CONVENIENCE STORE

Vekol Market

Breakfast & Lunch 
Served Daily!

Open 6 a.m. M-F and 
8 a.m. Sat. & Sun.

47021 W. Farrell Road
520-568-1654

DENTISTS / ORTHODONTIST
Premier Orthodontics
21083 N. John Wayne Parkway
520-448-4059
YourAZBraces.com

Smiley Dental
20917 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite A-105
833-793-7773
SmileyDentalMaricopa.com

DRYER VENT CLEANING
Mr. Appliance of Maricopa
520-635-2400
MrAppliance.com

ELECTRICIAN
Mr. Electric of Phoenix Metro
1155 W. 23rd St.
Suite 3B, Tempe
520-216-5648
PhoenixMetro.MrElectric.com

EMERGENCY SERVICES
Maricopa Fire Department 
520-568-3333

Maricopa Police Department 
520-316-6800

Poison Control
800-222-1222

ENTERTAINMENT
Harrah's Ak-Chin Casino
15406 N. Maricopa Road
480-802-5000
Caesars.com/Harrahs-Ak-Chin

EYE CARE
Maricopa Eye Care 
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite 119
520-568-7538
MaricopaEyeCare.com

FUNERALS

Serving families while 
honoring traditions.

44400 W. Honeycutt Road, Suite 102
520-836-8041

JWarrenFuneral.com 
Family owned & operated

GLASS

Mobile Repair Service:
• Cracked Windshield
• Chipped Windshield
• Windshield Replacement

(520) 568-3933 • ImpactWindshield.com

Service At A Higher Level
AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS

ROC 222193 K-65 
★ Licensed ★ Bonded ★ Insured 

★ Master Auto Glass Techs

520-868-6180 ★ LizardHG.com

GOLF
Ak-Chin Southern Dunes  
Golf Club
48456 W. SR 238
520-568-2000
AkChinSouthernDunes.com

GOVERNMENT
City of Maricopa
39700 W. Civic Center Plaza
520-568-9098
Maricopa-AZ.gov

HANDYMAN

We do all repairs inside and outside from A to Z.
  *Not a licensed contractor

Tile & Flat Roof
REPAIR

Drywall & texture matching
Top craftsmanship gauranteed

Maricopa • Casa Grande
Painting & Floors • Free estimates

520-208-4185
30+ years experience

 Not a licensed contractor

HARDWARE
Ace Hardware 
21542 N. John Wayne Parkway
520-494-7805
MaricopaAce.com

HEALTH, FITNESS. & 
WELLNESS
Longevity Athletics
20924 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite D2-A
520-261-4661
LongevityAthletics.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Authorized Dealer of

(480) 968-1777 
SolarConceptsAZ.com ROC#229001

Let there be FREE light!

HOUSE CLEANING
Clean Sweep House Cleaning
480-448-5770
CleanSweepHouseCleaning.com 

HOSPITALS 
Banner Casa Grande  
Medical Center
1800 E. Florence Blvd.,  
Casa Grande
520-381-6300
BannerHealth.com/CasaGrande
 
MASSAGE THERAPY
Petersen Physical Therapy
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite 125
520-568-2723
PetersenPhysicalTherapy.com 

Business Directory MORTGAGE

NONPROFITS
Against Abuse, Inc.
PO Box 10733
Casa Grande
520-836-1239
Against-Abuse.org 

American Legion Post 133
44240 W. Maricopa-Casa
Grande Hwy.
520-208-6434
ALPost133AZ.org

Family, Friend &  
Neighbor COAP
402 E. 10th St., Casa Grande
520-836-0736
UnitedWayofPC.org

F.O.R. Maricopa
PO Box 82
520-251-0226
ForMaricopa.org

The Friends of the Maricopa 
Public Library 
520-568-8094

Maricopa Historical Society
Paul Shirk, President
909-260-3020
MHS50.com

Maricopa Little League
520-350-4080
MaricopaLittleLeague.com

Maricopa Veterans Center 
44240 W. Maricopa-Casa 
Grande Hwy.
520-404-6672

Relay for Life Maricopa
1-800-227-2345
RelayForLife.org/MaricopaAZ

Veterans of Foreign Wars
44240 W. Maricopa-Casa 
Grande Hwy.
602-920-3933

OPTOMETRY
Maricopa Eye Care 
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite 119
520-568-7538
MaricopaEyeCare.com

PAINTING

Maricopa 
Hernandez’s 
Painting

Custom er  Satisfaction  Fir st

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING
Wall Repairs     Free Estimates

Epoxy Flooring

(520) 483-7701

PAINT SUPPLIES
Ace Hardware 
21542 N. John Wayne Parkway
520-494-7805
MaricopaAce.com

PEST CONTROL

MARICOPA
BUG BUSTERS

Firefi ghter family owned & operated
Frank and Talisha Bradstream 

No contract required
520-423-9542

General Pest · Only $40
BIRD PROOFING · BED BUGS

• Black Widows
• Pigeon Control
• Scorpions
• Termites

 (520) 800-4667
Retired/Veteran

$20 OFF Initial Fee 
*Must present coupon Service

PET WASTE REMOVAL

Maricopa’s 
Pet Waste 
Removal 

Company!

P.O. Box 445 • TurdsToGo@Gmail.com
 520-510-4921 • TurdsToGo.com

PHARMACY 
Sun Life Pharmacy
Open to the Public
44572 W. Bowlin Road
520-350-7646
SunLifeFamilyHealth.org

PHYSICIANS 
Affiliated Cardiologist  
of Arizona
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite 123
520-709-3106
AffCard.com

20928 N John Wayne 
Parkway, Suite C4

480-306-5151

• Weight Loss Management
• Hormone Replacement Therapy
• Multi-Specialty Group specializing in Primary Care
• Two convenient East Valley locations 

Center for Women
44765 W. Hathaway Avenue
520-788-6100
SunLifeFamilyHealth.org

Health Matters
9180 E. Desert Cove
Suite 103, Scottsdale
480-993-3331
HealthMattersAZ.com

Of Arizona
The Hearing Centers

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite 120

(520) 494-3285
HearingCenterAz.com

Hearing Affects Everything 
Between Your Ears

Many Healing Hands, PLLC
Yolanda Rodriguez, N.D.

INTEGRATIVE/HOLISTIC MEDICINE

(480) 322-3055 ❊ MyNaturalDoc.com

Healing People 
and Communities 

Naturally

Maricopa 
Foot and Ankle

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite 126

520-494-1090 • MFAAC.com

Petersen Physical Therapy
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite 125
520-568-2723
PetersenPhysicalTherapy.com

Find details on these and many other local businesses on your computer/tablet/phone 24/7 at InMaricopa.com/Directory.

Effective immediately, ED3 has new billing inquiry hours available. 
Should you have questions regarding your bill, call during these hours:

Billing Inquiry Hours
(520) 424-9021
Monday to Friday
6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday
6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Outages and Emergencies
24 Hours/7 Days a week at 
(520) 424-9021

ENHANCED CUSTOMER 
SERVICE EXPERIENCE

(520) 424-9021  19756 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 101 www.ed3online.org

Brian French
623-451-1916

copaaz.com
Friend me on

/brianfrenchrealtor

Real Estate Made Easy

Thank you for 
supporting our 

advertisers.
It’s because of them 

you are reading  
this magazine.
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Delivering at Dignity Chandler Regional 
and Banner Casa Grande

44765 W. Hathaway Avenue
(520) 788-6100

www.SunLifeFamilyHealth.org

• Gynecology • Obstetrics

• Primary Care   • Pediatrics
• Pharmacy Open to the Public

44572 W. Bowlin Road 
(520) 568-2245 

www.SunLifeFamilyHealth.org

• Primary Care   • Pediatrics
• Pharmacy Open to the Public

44572 W. Bowlin Road 
(520) 568-2245 

www.SunLifeFamilyHealth.org

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Victor Moreno Photography
602-723-4338

PLUMBING
Brutinel Plumbing & Electrical
600 E. 1st St.
Casa Grande
520-836-5802
Brutinel.com 

Carrera’s Plumbing 
Incorporated
CarrerasPlumbing.Com
Licensed Contractor 
ROC#262781
520-251-8401

POOL SUPPLIES
Ace Hardware 
21542 N. John Wayne Parkway
520-494-7805 
MaricopaAce.com

PRINTING

Helping You Sell Yourself
• High Quality Brochures & Booklets
• Postcards, Flyers & Business Cards
• EDDM & Direct Mail
• Retractable & Vinyl Banners 

 (602) 231-8525
BenchmarkPrinting.net

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

• Promotional Products   
• Apparel • Printing • Signage
44400 W. Honeycutt Road, Suite 102
520-568-0040 • Market247365.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Ahwatukee Realty & Property
Management
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite 120
520-568-3572
AhwatukeeRealty.com

Desert Canyon Properties
44565 Granite Drive
602-818-2511
DesertCanyonProperties.com

REALTORS

CHAD CHADDERTON
SALES & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 120
Chad@AhwatukeeRealty.com

520-568-3572 • AhwatukeeRealty.com

SINCE 1974

 

Cactus Mountain Properties, 
LLC
Kent Richards
(520) 568-8001

Desert Canyon Properties
Rita Weiss 
44565 Granite Drive
602-818-2511
DesertCanyonProperties.com

HomeSmart Success
Brian French
623-451-1916
CopaAz.com

HomeSmart Success
Dayv Morgan
19756 N. John Wayne Parkway 
Suite 100
480-251-4231
HomeSmartSuccess.com

Housing Around AZ/The 
Maricopa Real Estate Co.
Jase Leonard
480-808-0883
HousingAroundAZ.com

RESTAURANTS
Arroyo Grille
Ak-Chin Southern Dunes
48456 W. SR 238
520-568-2000
ArroyoGrille.com

Jersey Mike's
21423 N. John Wayne Parkway
520-568-6584
JerseyMikes.com

21164 N. John Wayne Parkway

520-568-6077
NativeGrillAndWings.com

SCHOOLS
Butterfield Elementary 
School
43800 W. Honeycutt Road
520-568-6100
BES.MaricopaUSD.org

• Private Pre-School
• K-6 Tuition Free Charter School

44301 W. Maricopa-CG Hwy
(520) 868-6145

CaminoMontessori.org

Central Arizona College
17945 N. Regent Drive
520-494-6400
CentralAZ.edu 

Desert Wind Middle School
35565 W. Honeycutt Road
520-568-7110
DWMS.MaricopaUSD.org 

18700 N. Porter Road
520-568-7800 

LeadingEdgeAcademy.com

Maricopa Elementary School
18150 N. Alterra Parkway
520-568-5160
MES.MaricopaUSD.org

Maricopa High School
45012 W. Honeycutt Ave.
520-568-8102
MHS.MaricopaUSD.org

Maricopa Unified School 
District #20 
44150 W. Maricopa-Casa 
Grande Hwy.
520-568-5100
MaricopaUSD.org

Maricopa Wells  
Middle School
45725 W. Honeycutt Ave.
520-568-7100
MWMS.MaricopaUSD.org

Pima Butte  
Elementary School
42202 W. Rancho El Dorado 
Parkway
520-568-7150
PBES.MaricopaUSD.org

RAM Academy
45012 W. Honeycutt Ave.
520-568-8100
MHS.MaricopaUSD.org

Saddleback  
Elementary School
18600 N. Porter Road
520-568-6110
SES.MaricopaUSD.org

Santa Cruz  
Elementary School
19845 N. Costa del Sol
520-568-5170
SCES.MaricopaUSD.org

Santa Rosa Elementary 
School
21400 N. Santa Rosa Drive
520-568-6150
SRES.MaricopaUSD.org

TAX SERVICES

• Small Business Accounting
• Consulting 
• Tax Planning
• Tax Preparation
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 110

520-568-3303 • ChastonCPA.com

UTILITIES 

Clark’s
SEPTIC TANK SERVICE

(520) 836-5545

www.ClarksSepticTankAZ.com
Licensed & Bonded • ROC 186986

Installation
Pumping

Certifi cations
Repair

Electrical District No. 3 
19756 N. John Wayne Parkway
520-424-9021
ED3Online.org

Global Water Resources
22590 N. Powers Parkway
866-940-1102 
GWResources.com

Orbitel Communications
21116 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite B-9
520-568-8890
OrbitelCom.com

WATER/ICE 
Water & Ice
20928 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite C-7
520-568-4740

WEDDINGS
Ak-Chin Southern Dunes 
48456 W. SR 238
520-568-2000
AkChinSouthernDunes.com

25 to 350 guests
Indoor and outdoor space

WEDDINGS • PARTIES • CONFERENCES

16000 N. Maricopa Road
520-233-2459

UltraStarAkChin.com/Elements

WINDOW TREATMENT

✺ We do any size window
✺ We offer decorative films
✺ We tint windows in your home/business

(520) 252-9922

KNOW
Getting 
  to

YOLANDA RODRIGUEZ
MANY HEALING HANDS

Maricopan since: 2013
Hometown: Queen Creek
Occupation: Naturopathic Physician
Dream vacation: Visiting all the fi ve major 
battle sites my father fought in WWII including 
Normandy beach
Like most about Maricopa: The surrounding areas 
to ride my horses

FAVORITE
Book: The Five Love Languages
Athlete: Seabiscuit
Getaway:  El Younque Rainforest in Puerto Rico
Quote: “We come to love not by fi nding the 
perfect person, but by seeing the imperfect person 
perfectly” – Sam Keen in the book “To Be Loved”

Learn more about Yolanda at InMaricopa.com/Getting-To-Know 

21542 N. John Wayne Parkway • (520) 494-7805
www.MaricopaAce.com

ANTHONY 
CANCELLIERI 
FRESH LOOK PAINTING

Why we love shopping at Ace Hardware!
I’ve been shopping at ACE for 13 years
They have great employees
The product is always here when I need it 
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Facts about new 
Medicare cards
2018 means a change in Medicare cards. 
Here’s a look at what’s new.

What does the new Medicare card 
look like?
It has your:

•	 Name
•	 New Medicare number
•	 Dates that Medicare Part A and 

Medicare Part B coverage started
•	 It doesn’t have your:
•	 Signature
•	 Social Security Number
•	 Gender

When will I get my new Medicare 
card? Medicare started mailing new 
cards in April. Everyone who had 
Medicare before April will get a new card 
with instructions in the mail. Mailing 
will take several months.

If you retired from a railroad, the 
Railroad Retirement Board will mail you 
your new card. People new to Medicare 
in April or later get the new card when 
they are enrolled.

Your card might arrive at a different 
time than your friend’s or neighbor’s. 
Visit Medicare.gov/NewCard and sign 
up for email updates, or like facebook.
com/medicare.

Only your Medicare card and 
number are changing. Your Medicare 
benefits stay the same, and your Social 
Security Number stays the same. Any 
enrollments in Medicare Advantage, 
Part D prescription plans, and Medigap 
(Supplemental) policies don’t change —
keep those plan cards.

When do I start using my new 
Medicare card? Start using your new 
card as soon as you get it. Beginning 
Jan. 1, 2020, you can only use the new 
Medicare card and new number. 

Source: Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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G Health The Senior Corner

A recent article from Mayo Clinic states we are 
living longer than previous generations and 
should prepare ourselves to encounter new 
health risks, like congnitive decline. 

Cognitive decline is among the 
normal processes of aging. It happens 
at different times and is noticed to 
affect different elements of people’s 
lives, but it always has the same 
overall effect. Although it’s age-related 
for most people, the exact cause of 
cognitive decline is not known.

Changes serious enough to be 
noticed by the individuals experiencing 
them or to others are often not severe enough 
to interfere with daily life or independent 
function. 

In comparision, Alzheimer’s and 
dementia are common aging-related issues. 
Cognitive decline is not a guaranteed part 

of aging. However, in both Alzheimer’s and 
cognitive decline there are steps you can take 
today to reduce your risk. 

The article goes on to suggest integrating 
healthy habits into your everyday life. 
Even a small change can make a big 
difference.

1 Be Social. Recent studies show 
having social ties and maintaing 
frequent contact helps preserve 

mental ability. Pariticpate in church 
groups, volunteer or join a group 
with similar interests.

2 Step out of your comfort zone. 
Plan a trip somewhere you had always 
wanted to visit. There are many, many 

topics and features of interest on the Internet 
— check it out to see what may interest you. 
Take a class, learn a new language, etc.

3 Take a fitness class. Exercise in mid-
life years can significantly reduce the 
risk of mild congnitve impairment. It 

can also give your energy a boost and promote 
activity in different parts of the brain. It is also 
a great way to meet new people.

4 Maintain a healthy weight and 
diet. Obesity at mid-life can decrease 
brain function. Grab an apple instead 

of a donut. Fruits and vegetables help with 
weight control and helps supply brain-healthy 
antioxidants.

5 If you smoke, stop. Mid-life smoking 
increases the risk of brain atrophy and 
decline in executive funtion in later 

years.
Maintain a common sense approach to 

your health, take preventative steps to ensure 
a heathly future. Visit your doctor regularly. 
Make a list of questions or concerns you might 
have. Don’t leave until your questions are 
answered and your concerns addressed.

Information is out there — just ask. 

MayoClinic.org

Joan Kozor is a senior advocate and member of 
the Age-Friendly Maricopa Advisory Committee.

Preventive measures for  
keeping brain healthy
By Joan Koczor

Joan Koczor

Home health care 
and other coverage 
by Medicare
By Al Brandenburg

This past month the Maricopa Multi Cultural Consortium (MMCC) 
hosted a presentation by Comfort Keepers on senior caregiving. Judy 
Housley, the care coordinator for Comfort Keepers 
in Maricopa, talked about how caregivers travel to 
clients’ homes to provide care services and living 
assistance. Their work allows seniors and disabled 
individuals to live independently and as comfortably 
as possible.  

Here are five things Medicare may pay for you 
may not know about.

1 Home Health Care: There are all different types 
of home health care services and many seniors 
don’t think their situation may apply to the Medicare-covered home 

health insurance. Medicare created a home health care benefit for those 
who could receive more cost-effective care outside nursing homes and 
hospitals. Medicare may cover more home health care costs than people 
think. Plus, this type of home care comes with no copay. 

2 Medical Equipment: Medicare Part B covers “durable medical 
equipment” for seniors who need it. This means older adults 
who may need a little extra help getting around can often get the 

assistance they need without paying an arm and a leg. This includes 
walkers, wheelchairs, hospital beds, canes, crutches, oxygen tanks and 
equipment, and blood-glucose monitors, among other things.

3 Wellness Care Visits: As more and more seniors are working 
hard to take care of themselves as they age, more and more seniors 
aren’t requiring much healthcare. However, this doesn’t mean they 

shouldn’t be visiting the doctor. Medicare actually covers free wellness 
doctor’s office visits every 12 months (I call them annual check-ups), 
meaning seniors don’t have to pay anything out-of-pocket when they 
want to make a trip to the doctor to get everything checked out. 

4 Chiropractic Care and Physical Therapy: Chiropractic care 
has become a major part of the overall wellness plans for many 
seniors today and those who have Medicare Part B can have their 

chiropractic care costs covered. There are also plans known as Medicare 
Advantage Plans that can provide additional chiropractic care benefits 
to those who see their chiropractor more frequently. Seniors who need 
physical therapy, speech therapy or occupational therapy will also find 
Medicare can cover many of their expenses. 

5 Prosthetics: Prosthetics can be very costly, but artificial limbs 
and eyes are covered by Medicare when they are ordered by a 
doctor. Seniors who need both external breast prostheses, such as 

a post-surgical bra, and implanted breasts following a mastectomy may 
find their Medicare coverage pays for these prosthetics. 

Source: SeniorAdvice.com

Al Brandenburg is secretary and board director of Maricopa Multi Cultural 
Consortium.

Al Brandenburg

• Ingrown Toenails
• Sprains & Fractures
• Athletic Injuries
• Warts
• Plantar Fasciitis
• Varicose Veins Treatment
• Ankle & Foot Surgery
• Bunions & Bone Spurs

Two convenient locations

(520) 494-1090

(480) 893-1090

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 126
Just south of ACE Hardware

15810 S. 45th St., Suite190
Just south of Chandler Blvd.

MFAAC.com

AHWFAC.com  

Maricopa Foot & 
Ankle Center

Ahwatukee Foot & 
Ankle Center

Dr. Alex StewartDr. C. Jon Beecroft Dr. Kelvin Crezee
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CCreate systems that make health and fitness 
faster and easier, such as:

•	 Keep fresh, whole foods in plain sight.
•	 Reduce or eliminate “treat” 

foods.
•	 Establish a morning or 

weekend routine to chop 
veggies and prepare 
protein+complex carbs in bulk.

•	 Sign up for a CSA box or 
healthy meal delivery.

•	 Keep berries and greens in freezer (for 
quick Super Shakes).

•	 Join a gym or personal training studio 
close to home or work.

•	 Keep a packed gym bag in your car or by 
the front door.

•	 Leave weights and resistance bands lying 
around for quick, convenient workout.

•	 Hold gatherings and meetings at parks 
and gyms.

Put meal prep and movement in your 
calendar. If we waited until we “felt like it,” a 
lot of important things would get neglected. 

Schedule it in, and stick to it.
 

Review at the end of 
each week: Did I use 
my time to support my 
health and fitness?

 
Yes

•	 Explore what worked and keep doing 
that.

•	 Celebrate! You deserve it.
•	 Add 15 more minutes of health food 

prep and movement next week.

No
•	 What do you do instead?
•	 If it was low-priority stuff, combine 

those activities with fitness+nutrition. 

For example: Watch TV while prepping 
food.

•	 If it was high-priority stuff, does it 
happen often? That’s OK! Life happens. 
Return to your goals and keep practicing. 
Set small weekly health+fitness goals 
and keep improving your systems. Get 
coaching to develop better systems and 
realistic goals.

As you can see, “being healthy and fit” is like 
an iceberg. Eating well and workout out is 
only the tip of the iceberg and it’s supported 
by all the thinking, prioritizing, strategizing 
and planning underneath. 

Aaron Gilbert, CSCS, owns Longevity Athletics 
and can be reached at 520-261-4661 and 
Aaron@LongevityAthletics.com.

Sponsored Content

H
EA

LT
H Fitness

Aaron Gilbert

Schedule your health, fitness and stick to it

S

New Staff

Excellence in Health, Wellness & Education

H
EA

LT
H

Sponsored Content

Sun Life Family Health Center is pleased to welcome James 
M. Underwood, DO, to the organization’s location on 
Bowlin Road in Maricopa, AZ.

Dr. James Underwood earned his Bachelor of Science 
degree in Human Ecology in 1987 from Rutgers University 
Cook College, New Brunswick, NJ.  In 1995, he completed 
his Doctorate in Osteopathic Medicine from Ohio 
University Heritage College of Osteopathic Medicine, 
in Athens, Ohio.  In 1999, he completed his residency in 
Pediatrics at Children’s Hospital Medical Center of Akron, 
Akron, Ohio. 

Dr. Underwood is Board Certified with the American 
Osteopathic Board of Pediatrics.  He is a member of the 
American Osteopathic Association, Ohio Osteopathic 
Association, and the Ohio State Medical Association.

Dr. Underwood was born in Englewood, New Jersey, and 
relocated from Brecksville, Ohio to Arizona in May 2018.  
He and his wife of 23 years have four children, 2 boys and 
2 girls.  In his free time, he is actively involved in church, 
loves spending time with his family, and enjoys playing the 
keyboard, cooking and baking.

About Sun Life Family Health Center
Sun Life Family Health Center is Pinal County’s largest 
primary care provider, and was one of the first community 
health centers in the state to have received accreditation 
from the Joint Commission (the gold standard of quality in 
healthcare). Sun Life is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization and 
serves both insured and uninsured patients, and provides 
health services in family practice, dentistry, women’s health, 
pediatrics, integrated behavioral health, diabetes education, 
and much more. 

Sun Life operates several family practice offices, located 
in Apache Junction, Casa Grande, Coolidge, Eloy, Florence, 
Maricopa, Oracle, and San Manuel. Women’s wellness and 
maternity services are available at our Centers for Women 
in Apache Junction, Casa Grande, Chandler and Maricopa. 
Both Family and Pediatric Dentistry are available in 
Casa Grande. Our Apache Junction, Casa Grande, Eloy, 
Florence, Maricopa, and San Manuel locations offer a 
public pharmacy. Sun Life offers Pediatrics in Casa Grande 
and Maricopa.  

To learn more about office locations and hours, visit 
www.sunlifefamilyhealth.org. Sun Life… Excellence in 
health, wellness and education. 

Sun Life welcomes new staff  
to Maricopa health care team 
By Renée Louzon-Benn
Director of Community Outreach

Dr. James Underwood

Sun Life Family Health Center 
44572 W. Bowlin Road

(520) 568-2245

By Aaron Gilbert

X-rays & Exam
(Patients without insurance)

One coupon per visit. Coupon and ad must 
be presented at the time of service.

Expires 8/31/18.

OPEN:
Wednesday, Th ursday Friday 7 a.m. to 6 p.m
Saturday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

20917 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite A105
Just north of Fry’s Marketplace

SmileyDentalMaricopa.com

Tin H. Nguyen, DDS

Grand Opening Special!

$29

(833) 793-7773

OPEN 
Saturdays

NO INSURANCE?  
NO PROBLEM. 

Ask us about our 
KLEER Membership Plan

WE HONOR 
VETERANS 
30% OFF 
ALL SERVICES
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MMidsummer is a great time to start planning 
the fall vegetable garden. 

Draw the garden to scale in air-conditioned 
comfort. A crowed garden won`t 
yield or grow to potential. 

Selecting seed varieties is a fun 
part of gardening. Check the days to 
maturity on the packet. The desert 
season is shorter than normal, so 
quicker-maturing vegetables are 
better. Make copies of the seed packet 
information for later reference. 

After drawing the garden plot and 
deciding what to plant, the next step is 

removing dead plants and debris. The soil may 
need amendments of fertilizer and compost if 
a summer garden was grown. September is a 

good time to start planting seeds as 
they like warm soil for germination. 
If using transplants, wait three to 
four weeks. Irrigation lines should 
also be checked and repaired. 
Watering problems are much easier 
to fix before planting.

Plants and seeds need to be 
protected from birds and ground 

squirrels. It`s very discouraging to find a row 
of holes where peas were planted. Birds will 

also eat tender new leaves and stems. A light-
weight row cover or netting may be needed. 
Netting should be high enough to prevent 
birds from poking through to the plants. 

Check daily for insect problems. A strong 
spray of water on the leaf undersides will knock 
off aphids. Insecticidal soaps will control 
many pests. Companion planting is another 
pest control. Onions and garlic help protect 
broccoli and cabbage from cabbage loopers 
which eat three times their weight every day. 

Weeds are another garden pest that steal 
water and nutrients, crowd out and shade 
vegetables. Don`t forget to mark the rows. 
Plastic knives with plant names written on 
them make good row markers.

By mid-October radishes and other short-
season crops can be harvested. Vegetables 
harvested at their peak are most nutritious. 

Cut the first leaves of swiss chard when 4 to 
6 inches, let the next ones grow 6 to 8 inches. 
Harvest greens when young and dark green for 
best flavor. Old leaves will become bitter. Pick 
broccoli when heads are dark blue green and 
compact. Cabbage should be firm, crisp and 
rich green in color. 

Enjoy fall vegetables through January and 
February, then it`s time to plant for summer. 

 520-374-6263
MACmastergardener@gmail.com

Julie Olson is a Master Gardener and Maricopa 
resident.

Gardening

Tips for fall 
gardening in 

the desert
By Julie Olson

Julie Olson

ROC 222193 K-65 *  Licensed *  Bonded *  Insured *  Master Auto Glass Techs

www.LizardHG.com

Home
• Dual Panes (Insulated Glass)
• Fogged Windows
• Single Pane Windows
• Window Repairs/Replacements
• Window Retrofi ts
• Custom Shower Doors/Enclosures
• Multi-Slide Patio Doors
• Enclosed Patios
• Table Tops
• Shelves
• Mirrors

Business
• Mirrors
• Transaction Windows
• Desk Tops
• Display Cabinets
• Entrance Doors
• Mail Slots
• Store Fronts

Auto
• Window Replacement
• Windshield Repair
• RVs
• Luxury Vehicles
• Heavy Equipment
• Insurance Accepted
• Mobile Service

Service At A Higher Level

Over
25 years
experience

Let us
SHOW YOU

what service 
SHOULD be!

H
O

M
EReal Estate

•	Advertising Sales  
Professional

•	Bus Drivers
•	Business Systems Analyst
•	Economic Development  

Specialist/Marketing
•	End-Dump Driver
•	Financial Services Director
•	Food Service

•	Front Desk Clerk
•	Human Resources Manager
•	Public Information Officer
•	Purchasing Coordinator
•	Registered Nurse
•	Senior Farm Attendant
•	Sous Chef
•	Teachers
•	Volunteers

More local jobs at InMaricopa.com/Jobs

CConsidering Arizona’s abundant sunshine, 
rooftop solar panels are an appealing feature 
for homebuyers looking at a resale home. 

Market indications show that 
the value of solar panels is often less 
than sellers hope for when selling, 
however. In the last 12 months, over 
2,000 homes were sold in Maricopa 
through MLS. Of those, only 87 (4 
percent) were listed as having solar 
panels; 63 were leased and 24 were 
owned. 

According to a reliable data source 
(DecisionData.com) – based on two ZIP codes 
in Maricopa – let’s consider two scenarios: 
owned solar panels and leased solar panels.

Owned solar
A residential 5kW solar system will save a 
Maricopa resident up to $111 per month. 

A 10kW system will double your savings. 
That’s significant given the dramatic increase 
in electrical power consumption in summer 

months due to A/C usage. Rising 
electricity costs and higher-than-
average electricity usage means more 
opportunities for savings with solar 
even as rebates and incentives have 
decreased over the years.  The average 
cost for a new system is $18,000–
$20,000. When selling, the added 
value to the sale price amounts to 

only about $10,000. Nonetheless, it still only 
takes about four or five years to break even if 
you factor in the annual savings on electricity.

Leased solar
Leased solar panels are technically not part 
of the home. Anyone buying the home may 
have to qualify with the solar company. Buyers 

may need a higher credit score than even the 
mortgage company requires to assume the 
lease, which may still have 15 years remaining.  
Homes with leased solar typically sell slower 
than homes with no solar, and may even sell 
for less. Furthermore, leased solar does not add 
value on the appraisal and lease payments often 
increase annually. Also, with most lenders, it 
increases a buyer’s debt-to-income ratio and, 
thus, decreases a buyer’s purchasing power.

Tips for selling
Emphasize how much money you save. (Don’t 
be afraid to brag!) Provide buyers with written 
documentation on annual savings to help them 
understand kW and panel efficiency; they are 
more likely to see value if you can quantify the 
savings. Is it $100 per month? Three hundred?  
Include info in the MLS or leave a copy of 
recent electric bills on kitchen counter. 

Help buyers recognize the value over the 
long term.  

Dayv Morgan is a Maricopa Realtor and owner 
of HomeSmart Success. He can be reached at 
DayvMorgan@gmail.com.
Sponsored Content

Solar panels impact  
resale — good and bad 

By Dayv Morgan

Dayv Morgan

Jase Leonard
REALTOR

(480) 808-0883
HousingAroundAZ.com

Rob Davis
BRANCH MANAGER

(480) 339-1640
thedavisteamaz.com

 • Flexible underwriting guidelines

  • Unpaid collections of up to $2,000 allowed 
(medical and charge offs exlcuded)

•   Single family residences, condos and townhomes 
(multi-family 2-4 units requires 620 FICO)

  NMLS 335997| AZ Lic. # 0930609 

Now Offering Loans For Credit Scores
 as Low as 580

 
 

• 30 year fixed rate 

• Eligible for this program a minimum of 3 years after foreclosure and 
short sale; 2 years after bankruptcy  

• Purchase or rate and term refinance

• Low down payment

AmeriFirst Financial, Inc., 1550 E. McKellips Road, Suite 117, Mesa, AZ  85203 (NMLS # 145368). 1-877-276-1974. Copyright 2018. All Rights Reserved. This is not an 
offer to enter into an agreement.  Not all customers will qualify.  Information, rates, and programs are subject to change without prior notice. All products are subject to 
credit and property approval. Not all products are available in all states or for all loan amounts. Other restrictions and limitations apply. AZ: Arizona Mortgage Banker 
License No. BK0013635; CA: Licensed by The Department of Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act; CO:  Regulated by the Division 
of Real Estate; WA: Washington Consumer Loan Company License No. CL-145368; NJ: Licensed by the New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance. AmeriFirst 
Financial, Inc. is an independent mortgage lender and is not affiliated with the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) or the Federal Housing 
Administration (FHA).

Additional restrictions may apply.

PLANT SPACING 
RECOMMENDATIONS
•	 Broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower  

and brussels sprouts: Rows  

30 inches wide, plants spaced  

20 inches apart 

•	 Leafy greens like lettuce, chard 

and kale: 20-inch rows with  

5-6-inch plant spacing 

•	 Radishes and spinach: 20-inch 

rows 

•	 Peas: 2-3 inches apart if grown  

on a fence or trellis to provide 

more garden space

Work in Maricopa!
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Raquel Hendrickson

Raquel Hendrickson

Sold: June 30 

Purchase price: $375,000 

Square footage: 3,313 

Price per square foot: $113.19 

Days on market: 133 

Builder: Meritage Homes 

Year built: 2013 

Bedrooms: 5 

Bathroom: 2.5 

 

Community: The Lakes at Rancho 

El Dorado 

Features: One owner, one-of-a-

kind kitchen, high-end doors and 

floors, corner lot with views of 

lake, waterfall and mountains 

Listing agent: Susana Wills, Realty 

ONE Group 

Selling agent: Jesse Martinez, 

Rachael Richards Realty

Sold: June 23 

Purchase price: $152,000 

Square footage: 1,193 

Price per square foot: $127.4 

Days on market: 36 

Builder: Unknown 

Year built: 2008 

Bedrooms: 3 

Bathroom: 2 

Community: Sorrento 

Features: Well maintained, shady 

entry, grass landscaping in back, 

patio, energy-saving blinds 

Listing agent: Stephen Cotton, 

West USA Realty 

Selling agent: Mondai Adair, My 

Home Group Real Estate

1. 22328 N. Risa Drive, The Lakes at Rancho El Dorado

1. 17453 N. Avelino Drive

The most expensive home sold in Maricopa from June 16 through July 

15 was a five-bedroom, lakefront property in an unfinished section of 

The Lakes. Along with a great view, the 5-year-old home has custom-

built cabinets, hidden storage features, walnut flooring, bronze 

faucets, insulated garage door and much more. It sold for $23,000 

under the original asking price.

The least expensive home sold in Maricopa June 16 through July 15 

went for $2,000 above its asking price after multiple buyers sparred 

for the home in the far reaches of Sorrento. The final price of $152,000 

was nearly $10,000 more than its selling price seven months earlier. 

LEAST 
EXPENSIVE
HOME SOLD

H
O

M
E Home Sales

MOST 
EXPENSIVE
HOME SOLD

2. 40848 W. Hall Drive, The Lakes  

at Rancho El Dorado.......................................................................$355,000

3. 19113 N. Falcon Lane, Glennwilde.....................................  $339,900

4. 21998 N. Desert Park Court, Rancho El Dorado...........$325,000

5. 18955 N. Falcon Lane, Glennwilde.....................................$322,500

2. 18495 N. Celis St., Smith Farms........................................$155,000 

3. 43206 W. Arizona Ave., Senita..........................................$156,000 

4. 41374 W. Hopper Drive, Homestead North..................$163,000 

5. 22046 N. Braden Road, Rancho El Dorado..................$168,000

For a full list of last 

month’s Maricopa 

home sales, see 

InMaricopa.com/ 

Real-Estate.

Permits

Source: City of Maricopa

Single-Family Residence Building Permits
2016-2018

*July 1-20
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2016

2017

2018

Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	 Sep	 Oct	 Nov	 Dec

• Plumbing 
• In-line Video Camera Service
• Leak Detection
• Backfl ow Testing & Installation
• Drain Cleaning
• Re-pipe of Water Lines
• Repairs/Remodeling
• Hydrojetting
• Gas Line Installation
• Electrical
• FINANCING AVAILABLE

520-836-5802 
www.Brutinel.com

ROC 068025
ROC 067458

ROC 074815
ROC 067457

Maricopa’s 
#1 Realtor

Over 500 Homes 
Sold in 5 years

19756 N. John Wayne Pkwy., Suite 100
(480) 251-4231 • DayvMorgan@gmail.com 

www.HomeSmartSuccess.com

Dayv Morgan
ABR, CDPE, CSSPE

OWNER, REALTOR¡¢

24 Hour Emergency Service
Residential & Commercial

 
• Install, Service & Repair
• Immediate Response
• Scheduled Appointment Times
• Exact Price Upon Arrival
• Clean, Courteous Service Professionals
 

(520) 216-5648
PhoenixMetro.MrElectric.com

 

Licensed & Insured
Lic # ROC 149003, 149004

Financing 
Available
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Things to do
AUGUST

3
8-Bits Gaming

4 p.m., Maricopa Public Library

41600 W. Smith-Enke Road 

4
InMaricopa.com Primary 

Election Town Hall

10 a.m., Maricopa High School 

Performing Arts Center

45012 W. Honeycutt Ave. 

7
City Council Work Session

6 p.m., Maricopa City Hall

39700 W. Civic Center Plaza 

City Council Regular Session

7 p.m., Maricopa City Hall

39700 W. Civic Center Plaza 

8
MUSD Board Meeting

6:30 p.m., Maricopa Unified 

School District Office

44150 W. Maricopa-Casa 

Grande Hwy.

15
Holiday Homes & Businesses on 

Parade Registration Opens

8 a.m.-5 p.m. daily, Maricopa 

City Hall

39700 W. Civic Center Plaza 

17
8-Bits Gaming

4 p.m., Maricopa Public Library

41600 W. Smith-Enke Road 

MHS Football v. McClintock

7 p.m., Maricopa High School

45012 W. Honeycutt Ave.  

21
MHS Boys’ Golf v.  

Marcos de Niza

3 p.m., Ak-Chin Southern Dunes

48456 W. Highway 238 

22
MUSD Board Meeting

6:30 p.m., Maricopa Unified 

School District

44150 W. Maricopa-Casa 

Grande Hwy.

28
MHS Boys’ Golf v. Chandler

3 p.m., Ak-Chin Southern Dunes

48456 W. Hwy. 238 

MHS Volleyball v. Camelback

6 p.m., Maricopa High School

45012 W. Honeycutt Ave. 

31
Sequoia Pathway Football v. 

Imagine-Superstition

7 p.m., Pacana Park

19000 N. Porter Road 

SUNDAY
Narcotics Anonymous

7 p.m., Maricopa Community 

Church

44977 W. Hathaway Ave. 

MONDAYS-FRIDAYS 
Senior Drop-In

8 a.m.-4 p.m., Santa Cruz 

Elementary School

19845 N. Costa del Sol Blvd.

MONDAYS
Senior Bowling

10 a.m., UltraStar Multi-tainment 

Center

16000 N. Maricopa Road 

Narcotics Anonymous

7 p.m., Maricopa Community 

Church

44977 W. Hathaway Ave. 

Parents of Addicted  

Loved Ones (PAL)

7 p.m., Maricopa Behavioral 

Health Services

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, 

Suite 103 

For details on these and other local events — and to list 
your own — visit InMaricopa.com/Calendar. 8

Hurry! Offer expires 8/31/18. One coupon per person 
per visit per day. Not to be combined with other offers. 

No cash value. Redeemable in person only. 2359

Hurry! Offer expires 8/31/18. One coupon per person 
per visit per day. Not to be combined with other offers. 

No cash value. Redeemable in person only. 23122

OFFER VALID ONLY AT 21423 N. JOHN WAYNE PKWY. LOCATION OFFER VALID ONLY AT 21423 N. JOHN WAYNE PKWY. LOCATION

21423 N. John Wayne Pkwy. • Maricopa, AZ  • 520-568-6584 
ORDER ONLINE AT JERSEYMIKES.COM

WITH ANY SUB PURCHASE
BAG OF CHIPS

FREE
*of equal or lesser value

BUY ANY SIZE SUB
& GET ANY 2ND SUB*

FREE!

Also fi nd coupon 
at InMaricopa.com/

Coupons

Things to do

For details on these and other local events — and to list 
your own — visit InMaricopa.com/Calendar. 8

TUESDAYS
Celebrate Recovery  

Coffee & Karaoke

5 p.m., Maricopa Community 

Church

44977 W. Hathaway Ave. 

WEDNESDAYS
Babytime

9:30 a.m., Maricopa Public 

Library

41600 W. Smith-Enke Road

Harrah’s Club 777 Toastmasters

3 p.m., Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino

15406 N. Maricopa Road 

S.M.A.R.T. Kids

3:30 p.m., Maricopa Public 

Library

41600 W. Smith-Enke Road 

Maricopa Police Explorer  

Post Meeting

5 p.m., Maricopa High School

45012 W. Honeycutt Ave. 

THURSDAYS
Family Story Time

4 p.m., Maricopa Public Library

41600 W. Smith-Enke Road 

Narcotics Anonymous

7 p.m., Ak-Chin Social Services

48227 W. Farrell Road 

FRIDAYS
Al-Anon Meeting

7 p.m., Community of Hope 

Church

45295 W. Honeycutt Ave.

LeadingEdgeAcademy.com

LEADING
EDGE

A C A D E M Y
Maricopa

LOCATED AT: 

18700 N. Porter Rd. 
(Next to Pacana Park)
Maricopa, AZ 85138

TO ENROLL, CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

520.568.7800  K-8

480.257.5362  ONLINE 9-12

In accordance with Federal law, Leading Edge Academy does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, or disability.

LeadingEdgeAcademy.com

+ Academic Excellence
+ Character Education
+ Small Class Sizes
+ Uniforms (K-8)
+ Robotics, Choir, Art,  
    Athletics, & Tech

TUITION-FREE

GradesK-12

Now Enrolling
for Fall 2018!

Where
character
leads to 
success.

www.CaminoMontessori.org

44301 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy (Inside Stage Stop)

(520) 868-6145

Camino Montessori is a 501(c)3 committed to diversity 
and non-discriminatory practices.

Montessori-educated kids are:
 Independent learners
 Confi dent and competent
 Autonomous
 Intrinsically motivated
 Adept at handling guidance and authority
 Socially responsible
 Prepared academically
 “Citizens of the world”

Private Pre-School and Tuition-free K-6th Charter School 

NOW ENROLLING
Tuition Free Full-Day 

Kindergarten

“The goal 
of early 
childhood 
education 
should be 
to activate 
the child’s 
own natural 
desire to 
learn.”
– DR. MARIA 
MONTESSORI

“Do not tell them how to 
do it. Show them how 
to do it and do not say a 
word. If you tell them, they 
will watch your lips move. 
If you show them, they will 
want to do it themselves.”
– DR. MARIA MONTESSORI

Town Hall at PAC to bring 
federal, state, local candidates
InMaricopa.com Town Hall supporting Maricopa High School and 
Be Awesome Youth Coalition is Aug. 4 at the MHS Performing Arts 
Center. The free event is open to the public and will feature nearly  
40 candidates in 10 races.

Among the candidates who 
have committed to attend are 
all three Republican candidates 
for U.S. Congress District 1, six 
candidates for Arizona Corporation 
Commission, which regulates utility 
services, and seven candidates for 
Maricopa City Council.

InMaricopa.com Town Hall 
will be separated into time blocks. 
The first block starts at 10 a.m. 
with Congressional District 1 GOP 
candidates Wendy Rogers, Tiffany 
Shedd and Steve Smith. 

“We want to markedly reduce the role of the moderator and let 
citizens get the answers to questions they want to ask,” InMaricopa.com 
Editor Raquel Hendrickson said. “We want a format that would allow 
candidates to more fully engage with each other on the issues.”

Candidates will take questions from the audience in attendance and 
watching live through social media.

Facilitators will enforce simple rules that apply to the candidates and 
audience alike: Be respectful, be succinct, stay on topic.

   IF YOU GO

When: Saturday, Aug. 4

Where: Maricopa High School 

Performing Arts Center  

45012 W. Honeycutt Ave. 

Cost: Free

RSVP: MaricopaEvents.com

Facilitators: Mayor Christian 

Price, Judge Lyle Riggs, 

Janeen Rohovit, Rick Abel

Questions: 520-568-0040,  

ext. 3, MaricopaEvents.com
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MUSDNEWS
SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

The mission of the 
Maricopa Unified 
School District is to 
ensure all students 
achieve excellence 
by preparing 
them to be 
lifelong learners 
and responsible 
citizens who value 
innovation and 
global diversity.

Students Recognized for Perfect Attendance

New budget  
includes raises  
for teachers, staff
Reprinted from InMaricopa/Michelle Chance

Teacher raises and competitive compensation 
plans for new employees are included in 
the budget approved for Maricopa Unified 
School District.

MUSD’s $54 million budget for fiscal year 2018-
19 was unanimously approved June 28.

Gov. Doug Ducey approved funding to Arizona 
school districts that would allow up to a 10-percent 
pay increase for teachers after educators held walk-
outs in the #RedForEd movement. Teachers are also 
slated to receive an additional 10-percent increase by 
2020 from the state.

MUSD received more than $1 million from 
the state this year for teachers, but the board 
approved raises for administrators, classified staff, 
transportation and employees in health and related 
services at a cost to the district of about $2.6 million.

Future funding from the state will have to be 
approved during annual budget sessions.

Administrative and classified employee raises this 
year are covered almost entirely by enrollment dollars 
alone, Human Resources Director Tom Beckett said. 
He predicted the new compensation plans for future 

employees will attract and retain teachers.
Under the proposed 2019 budget, the average 

salary of all teachers will be $47,748 — an increase of 
more than $4,000 from last year’s average.

The budget also allows for the purchase of one 
regular route school bus and a special education 
route bus. n

Submitted by Diane Vigil,  
Curriculum Generalist
 
May 15, 36 elementary students from the Maricopa 
Unified School District's six elementary schools went 
to the Ak Chin's Ultra Star Multi-tainment Center 
in Maricopa for MUSD's second annual field trip for 
students with perfect attendance. The students had 
to be in attendance at school with no absences or 
tardies from Aug.7, 2017, to April 27, 2018, to attend 
the field trip. Each student received an hour and a 
half of bowling and pizza. The students enjoyed this 
well-deserved activity.  Thank you to all the District 
chaperones for attending this special celebration.  

For more information about the Maricopa 
Unified School District please visit our website at 
www.maricopausd.org or call 520-568-5100. n

Vekol Market

Serving 
delicious 

breakfasts 
and lunches 

daily!

LOWEST 
TOBACCO 

PRICES 
IN TOWN!

47021 W. Farrell Road

(520) 568-1654

Convenience Store, 
Deli and Fuel Station
Open 6 a.m. M-F and 
8 a.m. Sat. & Sun.

WE 
CATER, 

TOO!

W Farrell Rd

N
 John W

ayne Pkw
y

Carlyle Rd

Ak-Chin
Recreation Center

UltraStar Multi-tainment
Center at Ak-Chin Circle

347

Teaching Reaching Understanding Empowering Learning
Your local Maricopa Campus has 27 Associate or Certificate training 

programs, non-credit courses, state-of-the-art facilities, and student 
leadership opportunities. Train for the workforce or transfer to any 

AZ state university. Visit and speak to an advisor today.
 17945 N. Regent Dr. • (520) 494-6400

Register now for the Fall Semester!

       www.centralaz.edu

Download 
our app 
and be 

first to get 
breaking 

local news!

Arrangement Center

Our family serving yours

The Suites at Maricopa Business Center
44400 W. Honeycutt Road, Suite 102

(520) 836-8041
www.JWarrenFuneral.com

CALL ANYTIME 
FOR APPOINTMENT!
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MUSDNEWS

MHS Cadets present 
colors at Run For The  
Wall Cross-Country Ride

Submitted by Lt. Col. Allen Kirksey, Senior 
Aerospace Science Instructor at MHS 

May 17, Maricopa High School Air Force 
Junior ROTC cadets presented the colors 
at the 30th Annual Run For The Wall 
Cross-Country Ride at Chandler Harley 
Davidson located at 6895 West Chandler 
Blvd, Chandler, Arizona. 

Run for the Wall Background 
Information:
MISSION STATEMENT — To promote healing 
among all veterans and their families 
and friends, to call for an accounting for 
all prisoners of war and those missing in 
action (POW/MIA), to honor the memory 
of those killed in action (KIA) from 
all wars and to support our military 
personnel all over the world.

Goals:
•	 To guide the participants across 

America.
•	 To educate future generations on 

the importance of accountability in 
wartime actions, emphasizing that no 
one should be left behind.

“We are the Largest and Longest 
Organized Cross-Country Motorcycle 
Run of its kind in the World, and we 
travel from California to Washington, DC 
every May with over 1,800+ participants 
annually.”

For more information about 
Maricopa High School’s Junior Air Force 
ROTC Program or about the Maricopa 
Unified School District please call 520-
568-5100 or visit the District’s website at 
www.maricopausd.org. n

Submitted by Desert Wind Blended Learning 
Teacher, Shannon Hull
 

During the flag raising ceremony 
at the Maricopa Veteran's Center 
on May 28 — Memorial Day — 
the Desert Wind Middle School 

Blended Learning Memorial created by Mrs. 
Shannon Hull's 8th grade social studies class was 
dedicated. Mrs. Hull’s class began the process 
of designing this memorial after an October 
visit from one of our Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) members, Clarence "Golde" Golden 
visited their classroom. Golde said he had a 
project for the students, to take an existing wall 
and create something for the Veteran's Center. 

In a few weeks, each student had designed 
a memorial. The chosen design came from 
8th grade student Kimberly Mask. Kimberly 
envisioned the poem "In Flanders Fields" 
written on the wall surrounded by red poppies 
and framed on the ground in brick. Mrs. Hull 
started a Go Fund Me page to raise money 
to create Kim's vision. A total of $730.40 was 
raised and utilized on this lasting memorial for 
the Maricopa community. The project finally 
came to fruition on Memorial Day when the 
memorial was presented by Mr. Mike Kemery 
of the VFW to the crowd at the flag raising at 
the Maricopa Veteran's Center.  

Kimberly is an honors student, an avid artist 
and an asset to our city and our schools. She 
will begin her studies at Maricopa High School 
this fall, being accepted into the AP Art class, 
which is a rarity among freshmen. 

Mrs. Hull's class has a long-standing 
relationship with members of the VFW, they 
regularly come in to speak with Desert Wind 
Blended Learning students throughout the year 
and the class just recently had a clean-up and 
landscaping day at the Veteran's Center. The 
Desert Wind Middle School Blended Learning 
students’ next goal for the Center is to bring 
in gravel and a few new trees to help further 
beautify the grounds of the Veteran's Center.

For more information about Desert Wind 
Middle School or about the Maricopa Unified 
School District please call 520-568-5100 or visit 
the District’s website at www.maricopausd.org. 

Butterfield Students 
Lend a Hand
 
Submitted by Butterfield Elementary 
School Principal Janel Hildick
 
Students of the National Elementary Honor Society 
(NEHS) from Butterfield Elementary School spent 
their time lending support to those who need it 
the most. Over the years as members of the NEHS, 
the students are able to provide service to various 
organizations — this time it was rendered to Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) located in Mesa. The 18 
students were able to prepare over 39,000 meals for children located in the Philippines. FMSC was founded 
in 1987 and has outreach programs in more than 70 countries. The service project coincides with the 
celebration of the 10-year anniversary of Butterfield Elementary in the Maricopa Unified School District.

For more information about Butterfield Elementary School or the Maricopa Unified School District 
please visit our website at www.maricopausd.org or call 520-568-5100. n

Desert Wind Middle School Memorial 
at the Maricopa Veteran's Center
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Desert Wind Performing Arts —the collaboration of band, choir, 
orchestra, and popular music students and staff — received 
a grant for digital audio workstation software and hardware 
controllers from Ableton Inc., a Berlin-based music software 

company. The grant includes a classroom set of software licenses for 
Ableton Live, a digital audio workstation program, and 4 Ableton PUSH 
devices, a hardware controller for Ableton Live. Software and devices are 
provided directly from Ableton through their PUSH Initiative, a program 
where Ableton sold their new PUSH 2 devices at a reduced rate when 
previous PUSH 1 owners returned their devices. The company dedicated 
these buybacks to providing free resources for schools that applied for 
their grant and showed a cohesive plan or innovative strategy for use. This 
cutting-edge software will be used as a medium to create music in the 
popular music courses and implemented as an instrument into band and 
orchestra courses at Desert Wind.

Javad Butah, West Coast Brand Manager for Ableton, shared his 
excitement and support of the program at Desert Wind, "Desert Wind is 
one of the few schools in the country that we have this partnership with. 
What's happening at Desert Wind really cutting edge and we're excited 
to continue collaborating." The popular music program at Desert Wind 
stemmed from staff push to be more inclusive and innovative in music 
education practices. Roger Wagner II, Director of Instrumental Music 
at Desert Wind, shared "We've worked with Ableton, Arizona State 
University School of Music, the Phoenix Ableton User Group, and as a 
staff to expand our program offerings so include more for our students. 
We're trying to be on the cutting edge of music education, using music 

industry standard technology, while also continuing our more traditional 
programs with some contemporary flare." Ableton Live 9 has already been 
implemented in Desert Wind's classrooms and the PUSH devices are 
expected to arrive in the upcoming weeks.

Desert Wind popular music students are currently working on a digital 
songwriting collaboration with Dr. Isaac Bickmore and undergraduate 
music education students from the University of Central Missouri. They 
have previously collaborated with Arizona State University undergraduate 
music educators, Desert Wind Blending Learning, and within Desert 
Wind Performing Arts. MUSD Music is looking to continue to expand 
this program from Desert Wind Middle School to Maricopa High School. 
Ivan Pour, Director of Instrumental Music at Maricopa High School, said 
"We're excited to expand the popular music program from Desert Wind 
to Maricopa High School. We hope this will provide a new extension of 
our program and engage even more students."

For more information about the Maricopa Unified School District 
please call 520.568.5100 or visit the District’s website at www.
maricopausd.org. n

Desert Wind Performing 
Arts Receives Music 
Technology Grant 
Submitted by Mr. Roger Wagner, Desert Wind Instrumental Instructor

The Association of Career and 
Technical Educators (ACTE) 
Region V held its annual 
conference on April 11-14 at the 
Cheyenne Mountain Resort in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. On 
Saturday, 54 state award winners 
from 14 states vied for the title 
of ACTE Region V Excellence 
Award winner. These awards 
recognize members for their 
contributions to career and 
technical education. Maricopa 
High School’s Bernadette Russo-
niello was one of the eight 
winners recognized. 

“Bernadette Russoniello was 
presented the ACTE Region V 

Teacher of the Year award. This 
award recognizes teachers who 
have provided outstanding CTE 
programs in their respective 
fields and communities. 

Bernadette is a Marketing 
instructor at Maricopa Unified 
School District in Maricopa, 
Arizona.”  

LeAnn Wilson, ACTE 
executive director, commented 
“From students to businesses, 
the American economy relies 
on high-quality career and 
technical education. All across 
the country, CTE professionals 
work hard to lead these 
programs and prepare students 
for both education and career 
success. The National ACTE is 
grateful for the efforts of these 
CTE leaders here in Region V, and 
we congratulate them for this 

well-deserved recognition.” 
The ACTE Region V 

Excellence Award winners will 
advance to the national level 
where they compete against the 
other four Regions at CareerTech 
Vision 2018 to be named the 
ACTE Excellence Award winner 
of the year. CareerTech Vision 
2018 will be held Nov. 28-Dec. 1 
in San Antonio, Texas.

For more information about 
the Maricopa High School’s 
Career and Technical Programs 
or the Maricopa Unified School 
District please call 520-568-5100 
or visit the District’s website at 
www.maricopausd.org. n

Bernadette Russoniello Region V Teacher of the Year
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MHS Teachers BTS 
Breakfast treats and coffee, donated 
by Dunkin’ Donuts and Starbucks, 
greeted Maricopa High School teachers 
as they returned to campus July 17. 
New Principal Brian Winter took to the 
lecture hall stage early July 17 to discuss 
school goals, including improving 
the culture and perception of MHS. 
Administration and staff began a new 
school-year calendar, with the first day 
of school for students July 23.
Photos by Michelle Chance


