
Staff would like to address and remind the Commissioners that other minor comments expressed at 
the meeting about the affordable housing units (subsidized) being funded through the Arizona 
Department of Housing Low Income Tax Credit Program is protected through the Federal Fair 
Housing Act of 1968, and cities and towns cannot deny the application because of low-income people 
will be subsidized. Because of the use of the word “low-income” by the Federal Government Housing 
Programs, over the years has generated negative connotation. However, the fact of the matter is that 
affordability is based on area median income (AMI) with 30 % AMI. 
 
Every year the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) determines the 
Average Median Income (AMI) for defined areas of the country. Pinal County is part of the Phoenix- 
Mesa-Scottsdale, AZ MSA, and the Median Family Income for FY 2019 is $72,900. See the table below 
for Phoenix-Mesa-Scottsdale, AZ MSA FY2019 Low-Income Limits per size of household per HUD: 
 
With an average household size of 3.0 per household in Maricopa, per the American Community 
Survey, US Census, the average Maricopan household would need to make less than $52,500 per year 
to meet the Low-Income Limit. Approximately 1/3 of Maricopan households fall at or below this 
income level (see table below). 
 

 
 
“Affordable Housing” is defined by HUD as housing costs below 30 percent of income to ensure that 
households have enough to pay for other nondiscretionary costs. This would mean that the 
“affordable” rents in the proposed project can be as high as $1,300 per month for a three-person 
household. 
 
Per Apartments.com - "Low-Income Housing Tax Credits" are mainly for developers who agree to set 
aside a certain percentage of units for low-income families. In turn, the rents for these units must 
remain affordable (again, around that 30 percent of AMI level) for low-income renters. 
 
Lastly, the type of development proposed is in line with the city’s adopted housing plan that identified 
the following needs: 

• Housing to accommodate the existing workforce and attract potential employers; 

• Rental apartments to address the shortage of rental housing and offer homes to single persons 
and workers seeking more affordable housing options; 

• Housing that meets the needs of older adults, including housing built especially for seniors, more 
affordable housing for persons with fixed incomes, and programs that can provide retrofitting of 
existing homes and supportive services so that older adults may “age in place”; 

• Programs and networks to address the needs of vulnerable populations, particularly the homeless 
and those at risk of homelessness; A greater variation of housing types to meet the needs of a 
diverse population – diverse in household size, age and income; and Higher density housing 
within a targeted area to support a mixed-use, walkable area that includes retail, commercial, 
residential and civic uses. 

• Many of these needs can be addressed by increasing the diversity of housing. This 
includes development of apartments, townhomes, condominiums, and other 
alternative housing types that meet market demand. 


