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19945 N. John Wayne Pkwy.

BUY 3 FLUID EXCHANGES  
AND RECEIVE THE 4TH FLUID  
EXCHANGE SERVICE FREE

With coupon only, disposal fees extra, trans fluid full synthetic  
fluid up to 10 quarts, up to 2 gallons of new antifreeze flush kits 
used on trans, power steering, radiator and fuel injection service. 

Most cars and trucks. Expires 1/31/22.

OIL CHANGE

LUBE-OIL-FILTER   Prod#01C5
INCLUDES: Battery check, lubricate your car’s  
chassis (if applicable). Drain old oil & add up to  
5 quarts of new 5W30 or 5W20 oil synthetic blend. 
Install a new oil filter. (Special oil filters slightly higher).

$1988*
FREE TIRE ROTATION

Upon request • See store for details

Reg. $29.99
*with coupon

Includes hazardous waste fee. If your MFG. Requires 20W50, or full 
synthetic oil, or other special weights, there’s an additional charge for 
other weights of oil. Price is for 5W20 or 5W30 synthetic blend oil up 
to 5 quarters. With coupon only. Expires 1/31/22.

$5399 Includes up to 5 quarts of  
full synthetic oil (not Mobil 1 oil)

0W-20, 5W-20 or 5W-30. Includes a new oil 
filter (some specialty filters extra).  

Includes disposal.  
Most cars & light trucks with coupon only.  

Expires 1/31/22

FULL SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE

$30OFF

$60OFF
Prod. #21814/21830

Special! Save $60 on Lifetime Brakes! 
Free brake inspection

Most cars & light trucks with coupon only. Expires 1/31/22

FRONT OR REAR BRAKE SERVICE

$15OFF $15OFFTHRUST ANGLE
PROD#29858

COMPENSATE 4 WHEELS

4-WHEELS
PROD#29866

• For non-adjustable rear suspensions
• Computer precisely aligns front wheels to rear
• Enusures straight steering wheels
• Necessary for accurate alignment of newer cars

• Computer precisely aligns front and rear wheels
• Ensures straight steering wheels
• Necessary for accurate alignment of newer cars
• Adjust all 4 wheels for accurate alignment
• Shims extra

Most cars & light trucks with coupon only. Expires 1/31/22

ASK ABOUT 

OUR 5-YEAR 

& LIFETIME 

ALIGNMENTS

COMPUTERIZED ALIGNMENT

We honor  
and repair  
extended  
warranty 

programs. 

FREE 
2nd opinion  
inspections

Get Pre-approved with 

(520) 779-5300

2-WHEEL

4-WHEEL

* Buy 3 select tires and get 4th free. Select tires only. Must purchase tire protection plan and nitrogen package, which includes valve stems, lifetime balancing, free tire rotations, free alignment checks, free flat 
repairs and free replacement for the first 25% of tread wear on a tire that is not repairable (with the nitrogen and tire protection plan purchased). Restrictions and exclusions apply. See store for complete details.  
Offer may not be combined with any other discounts unless otherwise stated. No dealer or carryout. Offer ends 1/31/22.

TRANSMISSION FLUID EXCHANGE $15999

COOLING SYSTEM FLUID EXCHANGE $10199

POWER STEERING FLUID EXCHANGE  $11199

Receive either a Brake Fluid Exchange  
at no charge or a Fuel Injection Service  

at no charge.

WE BEAT THEM ALLWE BEAT THEM ALL
DISCOUNT TIRE, BIG O, FIRESTONE, PEP BOYS. SHOP US LASTDISCOUNT TIRE, BIG O, FIRESTONE, PEP BOYS. SHOP US LAST

• Battery tests include (electronically hand-held test).
• Cooling system test includes pressure testing the cooling system 

with tester and visual inspection of cooling system.
Expires 1/31/22

BATTERY AND COOLING  
SYSTEM PERFORMANCE TEST

FREE

State or local taxes or surcharges for Environmental protection will be an extra charge.

SQUEEZING THE COMPETION FOR 2022SQUEEZING THE COMPETION FOR 2022

WE WON’T BE UNDERSOLD BY OUR COMPETITION!
We beat Discount Tire, Big O, Firestone & Pep Boys … Make us your last call!We beat Discount Tire, Big O, Firestone & Pep Boys … Make us your last call!

NO CREDIT CHECK 
FINANCING AVAILABLE 
Up to 1 year no interest. 
Ask for details. OAC

NO INTEREST
If paid in full  

within 6 months
See store for details.

NO DEALERS • NO WHOLESALERS • NO CARRYOUTS
WE SERVICE NATIONAL ACCOUNTS

*BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE
FACTORY DIRECT

*BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE

*BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE

*BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE
KELLY EDGE A/S

*BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE
LIGHT TRUCK RADIALS

23575R15 Wrangler Trailrunner AT ...... $128.99

26570R16 Wrangler AT Adventure ....... $233.99

27560R20 Wrangler SRA .................... $216.99

27555R20 Eagle LS-2 ........................ $227.99

24565R17 Fortera HL ......................... $172.99

26550R20 Fortera HL ......................... $222.99

19565R15 Assurance Maxlife 91H BLK ....$160.99
20555R16 Assurance Maxlife 91H BLK ....$178.99
20565R16 Assurance Maxlife 95H BLK ....$176.99
21560R16 Assurance Maxlife 95V BLK ....$170.99
22560R16 Assurance Maxlife 98H BLK ....$145.99
21545R17 Assurance Maxlife 87V BLK ....$190.99
21555R17 Assurance Maxlife 94V BLK ....$202.99
22565R17 Assurance Maxlife 102H BLK ..$209.99

18565R15 Assurance All-Season 86T BLK ....$136.99
19565R15 Assurance All-Season 91T BLK ....$146.99
20555R16 Assurance All-Season 91H BLK ...$149.99
20560R16 Assurance All-Season 92T BLK ....$166.99
21560R16 Assurance All-Season 95T BLK ....$169.99
21555R17 Assurance All-Season 94H BLK ...$198.99
23555R17 Assurance All-Season 99T BLK ....$212.99
23545R18 Assurance All-Season 100H BLK .$241.99

18565R14 Kelly Edge A/S 86H BLK ..............$109.99
19565R15 Kelly Edge A/S 91H BLK ..............$109.99
20555R16 Kelly Edge A/S 91H BLK ..............$119.99
20560R16 Kelly Edge A/S 91V BLK ..............$129.99
21560R16 Kelly Edge A/S 95H BLK ..............$139.99
21555R17 Kelly Edge A/S 94V BLK ..............$142.99
23555R17 Kelly Edge A/S 99H BLK ..............$131.99
23555R18 Kelly Edge A/S 100H BLK ............$175.99

23575R15 Americus AT 104S BW ................$151.99
26570R16 Americus AT 112T BW ................$201.99
24575R16LT Americus AT 120Q BW ............$177.99
26575R16LT Americus AT 123S BW .............$191.99
24570R17 Americus AT 110T BW ................$196.99
26570R17 Americus AT 115T BW ................$206.99
24560R18 Americus AT 106V BW ................$169.99
27565R18 Americus AT 116T BW ................$239.99

40,000 Mileage Warranty

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE
SIZE BUY 3 PRICE

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE

All work guaranteed at 3500 locations nationwide

*BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE
DELINTE PERFORMANCE RADIAL

*BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE
PASSENGER CAR TIRES

*BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE
LIGHT TRUCK TIRES

19565R15 Delinte DH2 91H BW ............ $95.99
20555R16 Delinte DH2 94w BLK ......... $100.99
20565R16 Delinte DH2 99H BLK ......... $111.99
21560R16 Delinte DH2 99H BLK ........... $98.99
22560R16 Delinte DH2 98H BLK ......... $123.99
21570R16 Delinte DH2 87V BLK ......... $119.99
21545R17 Delinte DH2 91W BLK ........ $106.99
21555R17 Delinte DH2 98W BLK ........ $120.99

40,000 Mileage Warranty

20555R16 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 91H BW ......$149.99
22565R17 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 102H BW ....$185.99
21560R16 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 95H BW ......$146.99
21555R17 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 94V BW ......$183.99
18565R15 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 88H BW ......$119.99
19565R15 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 91H BW ......$121.99
22550R17 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 94V BW ......$194.99
22555R17 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 97H BW ......$188.99
23545R18 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 94V BW ......$230.99
21555R16 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX  97H BW .....$158.99                  

85,000 Mileage Warranty

23575R15 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 108T OW ....$189.99   

26570R16 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 111T OWL ...$231.99 

24565R17 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 105T OWL ...$246.99   

24570R17 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015  108T OW ...$240.99   

26570R17 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 113T OW ....$238.99   

24560R18 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 109H BW ....$266.99   

26565R18 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 114H BW ....$284.99   

27565R18 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 116H BW ....$290.99   

26575R16LT YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 E 123R OWL .. $275.99   

27560R20 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 115H BW ....$291.99                     

60,000 Mileage Warranty

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE

All work guaranteed at 3500 locations nationwide

All work guaranteed at 3500 locations nationwide

ASSURANCE MAXLIFE  
85,000 Mileage Warranty

ASSURANCE ALL-SEASON 
65,000 Mileage Warranty

SPECIAL 
FACTORY BUYS

EDGE ALL SEASON  
55,000 Mileage Warranty 

IconicTire.com
Family Owned & OperatedFREE FLAT REPAIRS

Whether we sold you the tire or not,  
it is free on repairable tires up to 20".  

See store for details.

GET UP TO A  

$250 rebate$250 rebate  
ON THE PURCHASE 

OF A SET OF  
4 SELECT GOODYEAR TIRES 

WHEN YOU USE A  
GOODYEAR CREDIT CARD 

Now thru February 28, 2021 
*See store for details.

Discount TireDiscount Tire

Big-O
Big-O

Purcell TirePurcell Tire

Pep Boys
Pep Boys

Firestone
Firestone



2	 InMaricopa.com | January 2022 	 January 2022 | InMaricopa.com	 3

WOW, I CAN sell 
and STAY UP TO 

6 MONTHS!

Avoid daily showings
Choose your closing date
Get your price at 72SOLD.com

WOW, I CAN sell 
and STAY UP TO 

6 MONTHS!

WE NEED MARICOPA HOMES

SELL YOUR HOME 
IN 72 HOURS

®
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*$25 in guaranteed Free Slot Play and $75 in earned Free Slot Play. Earned Free Slot Play must be earned in the same Promotional Day as sign up. Earning is limited to 
750 Tier Credits and $75 in Free Slot Play in increments of 150 Tier Credits and $15 in Free Slot Play. Only new members of the Caesars Rewards program are eligible 
at Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino. New members are defined as those individuals 21 years of age or older who sign up for a first time Caesars Rewards membership at the 

Caesars Rewards Center at Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino at any time NOW – March 31, 2022 at 11:59PM. See website for full details. Must be 21 or older to gamble and take 
advantage of this offer. Know When To Stop Before You Start.® Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-522-4700 or 1-800-NEXT STEP. ©2022 Caesars License Company, LLC.

For all the ways you play, exciting 
new games like baccarat, craps, 

roulette and all your favorite slots 
means you can always play your 
way at Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino.

PLAY FOR ALL

WITH NEW                                               SIGN UP

CONTENTS

41664 W. Smith Enke Rd.
Suite 100
Maricopa, AZ 85138
(520) 424-9021 
www.ed3online.org

Alternative Payment Options:
• Online - www.ed3online.org
• Mobile app
• Fry’s Marketplace & Walmart (fees apply)*
• Mailing Payment with attached Billing Stub*
• Payment by phone - (520) 424-9021
• City Offi ce Drop Box

41664 W. Smith Enke Rd., Suite 100, 
Maricopa, AZ 85138

*These methods of payments may not post same business day

HEATING TIPS

DID YOU KNOW?
Water heating accounts for about 
18% of your home’s energy use.

Reducing your hot water use, employing energy-saving 
strategies, and choosing an energy effi cient water 

heater for your home can help you reduce 
your monthly water heating bills.

1 Set your programmable thermostat as low as is 
comfortable in the winter and lower the setpoint 

when you’re sleeping or away from home.

2 Clean or replace fi lters on furnaces once a month or 
as recommended.

3 Turn off kitchen, bath, and other exhaust fans within 
20 minutes after you are done cooking or bathing; 

when replacing exhaust fans, consider installing high-
effi ciency, low-noise models.

4 During winter, keep the draperies and shades on your 
south-facing windows open during the day to allow 

the sunlight to enter your home and closed at night to 
reduce the chill you may feel from cold windows.

SOURCE: www.energy.gov

2021

page 13

Year in 
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WWITH IT BEING JANUARY, WE'VE ALL 
made our New Year's resolutions. 

I'm sure many of the boilerplate items 
include losing weight, keeping a cleaner 
house and  maybe answering more emails 
in a timely fashion. 

But, instead of those resolutions that we all 
make and most of the time forget by February, why 
don't we set a goal for ourselves to take care of one 
another?

That's what happened over the Christmas 
holiday in the city of Maricopa.

An organization known as Best Christmas Ever, 
or BCE as I've heard it referred to in our office for 
the last two months, helps identify a family in a 
tough situation that was no fault of their own. 

They certainly found one in the Powell family. 
Katrina Powell and her husband Mike Powell  
were thrown a curveball back in September when 
their 8-year-old son, Brayden, was diagnosed with 
Transverse Myelitis. 

What started out as a persistent cold and a fever 
turned out to be an illness where Brayden lost the 
ability to walk and is now wheelchair-bound.

Transverse Myelitis is an extraordinarily rare 
neuroimmune disorder. According to NORD, the 

National  Organization for Rare Disorders, 
there are about 1,400 new cases diagnosed 
each year in the United States. 

The treatment for the condition 
involves stem cell therapy, which is not 
included in the family's health insurance 
policy. 

As a result, the Powell family will 
take Brayden to Costa Rica for a series 

of  treatments, which have been estimated to cost 
$100,000 for the full course.

It's been quite a sight to watch the community of 
Maricopa come together to help this family.

It's also encouraging. In a day and age where 
people are seemingly growing more and more  dis-
connected from one another, it's good to see a com-
munity come together to help out a family in crisis.

Acts of good don't have to wait until next 
Christmas. Let's all try to find ways to pay it 
forward throughout the year. Practice random acts 
of kindness.

That's a resolution worth keeping.

 

JUSTIN GRIFFIN | EDITORIAL DIRECTOR
Justin@InMaricopa.com

Resolutions worth keeping

RONALD SMITH
An expert in universal design, 

Ron works to make homes more 
accessible and comfortable 
for those who are disabled. 

HARRIET PHELPS
Harriet is a licensed  

psychologist and has written 
for InMaricopa in the past. 

We welcome her back.  

JAY TAYLOR
Jay is all about business  

and growth in Maricopa, and 
he's a die-hard Sun Devils fan. 

CONTRIBUTORS

ON THE COVER
City staffer and community volunteer Brenda Campbell was photographed by Victor Moreno at City Hall.
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CONNECTIONS COUNT.

	Strong Internet with your  
choice of speeds

	Smart WiFi whole- 
home coverage

	No Data Caps 

	24 hour tech support!

Your full-service broadband provider.
Internet  TiVO  Phone  Streaming

Orbitel Communications 

understands how important 

strong Internet service 

and whole-home Smart 

WiFi are, especially now. 

Our team members are 

committed to meeting 

these demands head-on in 

support of our community.

520-568-8890 
www.orbitelcom.com

Orbitel_Connections_Maricopa_1-29_8.375x10.875.indd   1Orbitel_Connections_Maricopa_1-29_8.375x10.875.indd   1 1/29/2021   10:21:07 AM1/29/2021   10:21:07 AM

FROM THE EDITOR
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2005 2008 2011
Bristol Palin, the daughter of Sarah Palin, told an 
Alaska radio station about her Maricopa home 
purchase and personal life. Palin said she wrote 

a check for her house in Cobblestone Farms with 
money she earned through her appearance on 

“Dancing with the Stars.” "I'm thrilled,” Palin said of 
her new life in Arizona. “I love the town I live in. I love 
my house. Tripp's happy. He's healthy. Everything's 
great.” Palin sold her house about five months later. 

THIS MONTH BACK IN...THIS MONTH BACK IN...

HISTORY

For these and other historical stories, visit InMaricopa.com.

During a routine, New Year’s Day traffic stop 
on State Route 347 in Maricopa, Pinal County 
Sheriff's Office deputies discovered about 600 
pounds of marijuana concealed in the bed of a 

pickup truck. The driver, a Mexican national, was 
arrested and booked into jail on Possession of 

Marijuana for Sale and related charges. Information 
from the stop led to the recovery of an additional 

1,500 pounds of pot in the Stanfield area.

Hot Dog the Wienermobile was in town on 
to the delight of many customers who got a 

close-up look while parked near the entrance 
of Fry's Marketplace on North John Wayne 

Parkway. Jenna Barna, whose business 
card identified her as a hotdogger, offered 
visitors a tour of the motor vehicle inspired 

by the Kraft Foods’ Oscar Mayer wiener.

2021
• Local CPAs with 80+ Years’ Experience
• Accounting, Payroll and Tax Professionals
• Expertise in 401K and IRA Plans
• Small and Mid-sized Business Focus
• Local, Personal and Knowledgeable

Since 2004 

Centered on your Success

How long have you been in business?  
2 years.

What services does CS CPA Group 
provide you? General accounting 
support, bookkeeping and strategic 
business support.

How does CS CPA Group contribute to 
your business? They provide guidance 
and recommendations to help us with 
targeted growth and overall operational 
support. Our experience with CS CPA 
Group has been amazing.  We feel that 
we are in the best hands possible to 
take our company to the next level.

CLIENT 
SPOTLIGHT

TONYA DAVIS
CO-OWNER

Cardinal Concrete Coatings
CardinalConcreteCoatings.com

(520) 568-3303
www.CSCPAGroup.com

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 110

Chris Scoggin James Chaston

In the 1930s, a couple of men came to 
Maricopa and set up a woodcutting 
business. They contacted the people 
on the reservation and arranged to haul 
mesquite trees and limbs into Maricopa for 
cutting. This wood was sawed into pieces 
about 18 inches long for easy handling.

In the photograph from the 1930s, 
Nina DeHart is seen with her mother and 
stacked wood. 

While driving north on State Route 347 
from Maricopa, one can see many of the 
stumps of the mesquite trees.

In today’s Maricopa, the only portion of 
the photo from the 1930s still around is the 
historic water tower. The other houses and 
wood stacks are long gone and once sat 
where the John Wayne Parkway overpass 
is today. On the left side of the older photo, 
you can see the old Maricopa train station.

A water tower 
and an overpass
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HISTORY

The last years  
of Lorenzo and  
Olive Oatman 

BY C.M. CURTIS

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the last in a series of 
articles dealing with the Massacre of the Oatman 
family in 1851 and those who survived it. A few 
days after leaving Maricopa Wells, the Oatman 
family encountered a party of 19 native men. The 
natives bludgeoned and stabbed to death Royce 
and MaryAnn, the parents, and four of their seven 
children. Lorenzo, 15 was clubbed on the head, 
thrown off a 20-foot embankment and left for dead. 
Olive, 14 and 7-year-old Mary Ann were taken to 
the village of their captors and treated as slaves for 
a year, after which they were sold to the chief of the 
Mojave tribe and his wife. 

Visit InMaricopa.com to read the full  
account on the Oatman family.

HE TWO GIRLS WERE TREATED 
very well by the Mojaves, but there 
came a season of famine and Mary 
Ann died of starvation. Olive 

was later returned to white society, where she 
learned her brother Lorenzo had survived the 
massacre and made his way back to civilization. 
The reunion between the two surviving 
Oatmans made headlines across the west.  

With the permission of Olive and Lorenzo, 
a pastor named Royal B. Stratton wrote a book 
about the massacre and the events following 
it. The book is filled with distortions and 
sensationalism, and years later, when Olive 
married, her husband burned every copy he  
could get his hands on. However, the revenue 
from the book enabled the siblings to attend 
preparatory school. 

Later, they did a lecture tour to promote 
book sales. After about two years, Lorenzo 
grew tired of retelling his traumatic story and 
moved on. He married and began a new life in 
Minnesota as a farmer. By all reports, Olive was 
a good public speaker, and she seemed to enjoy 
the lecture circuit. For nearly six years, she 
made a very good living traveling around the 
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to a native tribe, now have servants who do 
all the work. You, who lived in a tiny hut and 
wore only the bark skirt of a Mojave woman, 
now have a fine, two-story Victorian home. You 
wear expensive clothes. You, who nearly died 
of hunger during the famine that took the lives 
of countless Mojaves, along with your beloved 
little sister, Mary Ann, have food and money in 
abundance.

Those closest to you report you do not sleep 
well. You walk around the spacious grounds of 
your home in the darkness, often weeping softly. 
It has been speculated you left a husband and 
at least one child among the Mojaves, but you 
have never spoken of them. On the other hand, 
you never bear children in your marriage to 
John Fairchild, a fact that may indicate you are 
unable to conceive. No one knows but you.

The diagnosis of post-traumatic stress 
disorder does not yet exist, but it would be 
unusual indeed if you did not suffer from it. 

You speak of the Mojaves in the highest 
terms, especially the chief, his wife and their 
daughter, who adopted you into their family. 

You help out at a local orphanage, no doubt 
remembering how you yourself were orphaned. 
You and your husband adopt and raise a 
3-week-old girl. You begin suffering from severe 

headaches, eye pain and deep depression, at 
times being bed-ridden for weeks at a time. 
These symptoms, which are likely related to 
your post-traumatic stress disorder, will plague 
you for the rest of your life. In 1903, at the age of 
65, you die of a heart attack.

Your sorrows are over now, but the world 
will never forget the girl with the blue tattoos. 

C.M. Curtis, American Western author and 
historian, is the best-selling author of 11 books, 
including eight westerns. His books can be found 
on Amazon or at CMCurtisAuthor.com.

Olive Oatman was a good public speaker, and she seemed to enjoy the lecture circuit. For nearly six 
years, she made a very good living, traveling around the country lecturing about her experiences.

3165 S. Alma School Rd.
Chandler, AZ. 85248

480-857-9600

4843 E. Ray Rd. 23233 N. Pima Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ. 85255

480-515-1200
Phoenix, AZ. 85044

480-598-0306

country lecturing about her experiences.
Let us back up, now, and view Olive’s story 

from her perspective: 
After an arduous 10-day trek across the 

Arizona desert to Camp Yuma, where the camp 
commander told you your brother  Lorenzo is 
alive, news that gave you such an emotional 
shock you fainted, you are finally, weeks later, 
reunited with your only living family member. 
The emotion you both feel is so strong neither 
of you can speak for nearly an hour.

But life goes on. After all the drastic changes 
you have been forced to endure, you are faced 
now with another you must adapt to living in 
the society of your own people. You have nearly 

forgotten how to speak your native tongue; you 
can no longer read or write. People close to 
you observe how you seem to suffer, as though 
torn between two worlds: that of the Mojaves 
who treated you as one of their own, and this 
civilized world, which was yours before your 
family was slaughtered.

You wear a veil wherever you go to hide your 
chin tattoos, and when you speak face to face 
with someone, you have the habit of covering 
your lower face with your hand.

In 1864, eight years after your celebrated 
return, you meet and marry John Brant 
Fairchild, a wealthy rancher. You will never 
have to work again. You, who once were a slave 

A memorial to the A memorial to the 
Oatman family Oatman family 
members who were members who were 
murdered by a party murdered by a party 
of 19 native men.of 19 native men.
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2021 has been quite a year in and 

around Maricopa. Despite the pandemic, 

many homes were built and sold. New 

businesses continued their trek into the 

city’s limits. There was even news of a 

surf park coming to town, which will 

lead to many tourism dollars for the 

local economy. There were struggles, 

however: The monsoon season left parts 

of the area recovering. There were also 

shootings and a bank robbery during an 

intense week and half in August.  

In our year in review section, we wrap  

it all up for you.  

Your Community Hospital

Maricopa’s only hospital and 24/7 ER

19060 N. John Wayne Parkway
info@ehc24.com
(520) 534-0700      
ECHMaricopa.com  

• High capability hospital close to home
• Diagnostic precision

• Radiology, lab & pharmacy services on site
• All patients/health insurance welcome

/Exceptional Community Hospital - Maricopa
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ESTRELLA GIN  
The initial 45,000-square-foot 
building in the commercial/
warehouse/retail project at 
45654 W. Edison Road began 
construction in October. The 
City of Maricopa committed to 
lease 5,826 square feet of space. 
A portion of that space will 
then be leased, free of charge, 
to the Maricopa Economic 
Development Association and the 
Maricopa Chamber of Commerce, 
which will share a conference 
room and restrooms. The city will 
retain about 2,000 square feet 
as a business incubator space. 

SLOW, STEADY 
PROGRESS IN 
COMMERCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT

DEVELOPMENT

Residential development 
was clearly the major 
real estate story in town 
in 2021, but the city 
made steady progress 
in its efforts to expand 
commercial development 
as well. Projects 
approved or that began 
construction included:

Surf park to draw plenty of 
tourism dollars to Maricopa
BY JAY TAYLOR 

M
aricopans are used to hearing about new 

housing developments. They get excit-

ed about new sit-down restaurants. They 

clamor for more retail opportunities. But no one 

predicted the May announcement of a major surfing 

attraction coming to the city.

The city got potentially the biggest addition to 

its entertainment lineup in history and a huge eco-

nomic driver with the unveiling of an early site plan 

for the PHX Surf Park at Loma Road and State Route 

238 in May. Construction has yet to begin.

The 70-acre park will offer state-of-the-art wave 

technology and a variety of other attractions to 

make it more of a family entertainment center than 

just a water park.

Water-related attractions include two wave/surf 

pools that could be as large as 3½ acres each, mul-

tiple water slides, a lazy river, swimming pools and 

a splash pad. A rendering shows a series of shade 

trellises equipped with misting systems meander-

ing through the park to help keep guests cool during 

the summer heat.

Other potential amenities shown in preliminary 

site plans include a hotel, retail spaces, restaurants, 

a swim-up bar, a concert area with shaded stage and 

lawn seating, spa, RV park, tiny home village with its 

own clubhouse, bike pump track, and sand volleyball 

courts. PHX Surf said the project will be developed in 

phases, but there is no indication at this point which 

amenities will be included in each phase.

In the application narrative, the developer says 

“the PHX Surf Park will be a premier destination not 

only in Pinal County, but across the state of Arizona 

and beyond. The park will create a unique attraction 

that offers advanced active entertainment, progres-

sive surfing experiences, water play, related retail 

and dining, concert and open space, and hospitality 

– all immersed with ‘ocean views,’ and the sound of 

crashing waves breaking in the desert sun.”

The preliminary documents indicate that the 

fun won’t stop when the sun goes down as PHX 

Surf calls for night surfing under the lights as well 

as the presence of restaurants, bars, live music and 

entertainment.

With the hotel, RV park and tiny home village, 

the park will offer out-of-town visitors a variety of 

choices regarding price and amenity level for stay-

ing on site.

PHX SURF PARK
A world-class surf park 

would be Maricopa’s first 
true destination attraction 

and tourism driver.

OMNI SELF STORAGE  
This full-service, climate-controlled storage 
facility at Alan Stephens Parkway and 
Stonegate Road opened in September, 
giving the city four storage facilities. Omni 
covers 95,496 square feet and has 660 
storage units — 544 of which are climate-
controlled. Units range in size from 5 feet 
by 5 feet and extend to 10 feet by 35 feet. 
The facility offers 12 covered RV stalls.

LA QUINTA INN & SUITES 
The city’s first hotel in 66 years opened 
in September after a series of delays. 
The 89-room property at Copper Sky 
opened with a VIP event and ribbon-
cutting for city officials and dignitaries.
The pet-friendly hotel features an indoor 
pool, jacuzzi, fitness room and meeting room. 
There is no restaurant on property, but a 
hot continental breakfast is served daily.

APEX MOTOR CLUB  
The private “country club 
racetrack” is developing a series 
of “garage condos” designed 
to be multi-configurable. Each 
1,250-square-feet condo includes 
a 625-square-foot mezzanine. 
The facility completed its first 
race circuit, a car-storage building 
and a temporary sales center. 
The garage condos have sold 
out of the initial offering of 48 
units and 14 people are on a 
wait list for the second offering. 
There will be 96 garage condos 
when APEX completes phases 
1 and 2 of the project, and 
there will be space for almost 
180 garages on full buildout.

MARICOPA STATION  
The city acquired 15 acres 
of land mostly along the 
Union Pacific railroad tracks 
for $5.9 million to enhance 
this project. The city intends 
to use the acreage to 
develop a public market and 
infrastructure, including streets, 
utilities and green space. 
The project, just south of the 
railroad tracks and east of John 
Wayne Parkway, is envisioned 
by the city as a vehicle to spur 
economic, residential and retail 
development in the area south 
of the overpass where the 
east side of Honeycutt Avenue 
currently dead ends as well 
as the Heritage District area. B
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RETAIL ROUNDUP
As Maricopa’s population rises, it becomes attractive to 
a greater number of retail businesses. Here’s a look at 
the key retail/service developments in progress in the 
city, with many expected to come online in 2022. 

THE WELLS
Another hot site is The Wells, 
the retail district anchored 
by Walmart, where a number 
of businesses have plans 
in various stages. Two of 
them — Fast & Friendly Car 
Wash (anticipated mid-to-late 
January opening) and a second 
AutoZone store — already have 
a presence off John Wayne 
Parkway and are expanding 
southeastward. Pacific Dental 
Services is also looking there.

EDISON POINTE
Edison Pointe, just north of 
Edison Road and east of John 
Wayne Parkway, will get active 
in 2022, too. In addition to a 
Nando’s restaurant, Petco 
has begun the development 
approval process for a 
12,500-square-foot pet 
supermarket at the site. Five 
additional retail/service pads 
of more than 2,000 square feet 
each will house commercial, 
retail or service-related tenants 
permitted in the CB-2, or 
general business, zoning.

EDISON PLACE
A tenant was found for the 
Edison Place storefront 
vacated by Aaron’s in July 
2020. Sherwin-Williams, an 
international paint and coatings 
retailer, is proceeding on 
plans to open a 7,000-square-
foot store in the spring. The 
Maricopa store will be much 
larger than the company’s 
typical 4,500-square-
foot retail operation.

SONORAN CREEK MARKETPLACE
The major retail development in 2021, Sonoran Creek, on the southwest 
corner of John Wayne Parkway and Edison Road, will host eight retail and 
professional storefronts, in addition to five restaurants. Sprouts Farmers 
Market, the anchor of the shopping center, opened in August. Two automotive 
businesses, Brake Masters and Discount Tire, and The Joint Chiropractic are 
also open. They will be joined by four professional offices all in some phase 
of construction — ATI Physical Therapy, Neon Barre fitness studio, Vanessa 
McDill State Farm and Wynn Nails and Hair Salon, the last two moving from 
other shopping centers in town. A Super Cuts salon is going in as well.

RETAIL

ORBITEL SMART WIFI
Stream strong with all devices 
in your home! 

The latest WiFi technology that creates 
a coverage blanket to deliver a strong, 
consistent signal throughout your home.

ASK 
ABOUT

Get the Most  
 out of your Hi-Tech Toys!

Your full-service broadband Internet provider!

100Mbps 200Mbps50Mbps

No Data Caps   Faster Than DSL   24/7 technical support

Available in Orbitel service areas. Many factors affect speed. Actual speed may vary. Call office for details.

520-568-8890
www.orbitelcom.com

Trust the Orbitel Team to keep you connected. Call us today!

Orbitel_2021_ConnectionsCountHiTechToys_InMaricopa_8.375x10.875.indd   1Orbitel_2021_ConnectionsCountHiTechToys_InMaricopa_8.375x10.875.indd   1 11/1/2021   3:50:15 PM11/1/2021   3:50:15 PM
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NUTEX HEALTH HOSPITAL
A second hospital is already planned in the city that waited 18 years for its first. A specialty ER facility would be 
operated by Texas-based Nutex Health, on the southeast corner of West Bowlin Road and John Wayne Parkway, 
near Copper Sky. It would have about 125 beds. As originally conceived, the hospital would be joined by a seven-
floor luxury condominium building and parking garage on adjoining acreage with most of its 70 units sold to the 
public. Some units could be made available to hospital visitors and doctors visiting overnight to perform surgery. 

1 DOWN, 1 TO GO
After years of anticipation and many runs to medical  
facilities in Casa Grande and Chandler, residents now  
have a hospital of their own – with another on the way.

EXCEPTIONAL COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
Exceptional Community Hospital-Maricopa, with a 24-hour emergency room and specialty internal medicine 
department and digital imaging suite, opened to patients in December off John Wayne Parkway, just south 
of the overpass. The $18 million, 20,000-square-foot facility will have outpatient and inpatient hospital 
beds for acute admissions and overnight observation of patients as well as a landing area for medical 
helicopters to transport serious cases to other regional medical facilities. It will employ 60-100 staffers. 
Subsequent phases of construction at the site are planned by Exceptional Healthcare of Texas.

HOSPITALS

Coming
Soon

C
oming off the chaos 

of 2020, when the 

COVID-19 pandemic 

closed schools to in-person 

learning, forced students 

and staff to wear masks and 

observe a range of safety 

protocols, and limited atten-

dance at the city’s nine public 

schools, 2021 stood out as a 

landmark year for students 

and educators in the city.

In January 2021, the 

Maricopa Unified School 

District Governing Board 

voted to extend its distance 

learning policy through Jan. 

29 to allow the spate of cases 

that arose following the 

holiday season to subside. 

Students and teachers 

returned to the classroom 

Feb. 1 and the district has 

remained open since.

May saw the district break 

ground on the city’s second 

high school at Murphy and 

Farrell roads, on the 80-acre 

site of a former pecan grove. 

July brought further good 

news for the district as, 

thanks in large part to the 

efforts of former state Rep. 

Bret Roberts, the high school 

was allocated an additional 

$18.8 million toward 

construction on top of the 

initial $22.5 million. 

The additional funding 

will allow the district to build 

a more complete facility 

rather than the “bare bones” 

school initially planned. 

Additional facilities include a 

student services building and 

field house for athletics.

In November voters 

passed a continuation of the 

district’s 10% budget override 

which secured about $5 

million per year in funding 

for teacher and staff salaries, 

technology and the RAM 

Academy.

The year was capped with 

the governing board choosing 

the name Desert Sunrise for 

the new high school.

Huge strides in education
BY JAY TAYLOR 

Top: Construction continues 
on Desert Sunrise High 
School which is slated to open 
for the 2022-23 school year.  

Above: Maricopa 
Unified School District 
Superintendent Dr. Tracy 
Lopeman addresses a crowd 
in 2021 about the progress  
on the new high school and 
the importance of passing  
the school system override, 
which was accomplished. 

2021Year in Review
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RING ROAD
Both the Sonoran Desert Parkway, formerly 
know as the East-West Corridor, and 
Green Road overpass are part of a larger 
project initially introduced by city manager 
Rick Horst at the city’s 2020 planning 
meeting — a “Ring Road” around the city.
The proposed loop would allow 
residents of outer-lying communities 
to get to and from their homes — and 
the Valley — without having to drive 
through the middle of Maricopa. 
Horst said the ring road will provide easier 
access to businesses that will begin to 
migrate away from the John Wayne Parkway 
corridor as the city grows and more homes 
are built farther from the city center. He 
said the road, which is slated to follow 
the Green Road alignment on the west 
side of town, will tie into McDavid Road.

“Right now, traffic is only going north 
and south because that’s the way the 
town goes,” Horst said. “But, eventually, 
there are going to be commercial hubs 
everywhere, and traffic will redirect 
to bring people to those hubs and 
away from John Wayne Parkway.”
Preliminary routing has the road spurring 
off State Route 347 and moving west 
through the Gila River Indian Community 
north of Cobblestone Farms and then 
south to the Green Road alignment and 
the new overpass. Then it could connect 
with the Sonoran Desert Parkway running 
along the Farrell Road alignment, initially 
to Porter Road and eventually out to 
its eastern leg, which would run north-
south along an alignment in the area of 
Hartman, Murphy or Anderson roads, 
then swinging back west to SR 347.

JOHN WAYNE PARKWAY 
MEDIAN PROJECT
The city’s landscape and median 
improvement project on SR 347 from 
Honeycutt Road to the northern 
city limit began in August and will 
continue through mid-January. 
The 2.15-mile beautification project 
includes plants, shrubs, decomposed 
granite, landscape irrigation, concrete, 
boulders, gabion baskets, steel light 
columns and artistic elements. There also 
will be a monument sign at the northern 
entrance to the city that, in preliminary 
renderings, shows the city’s stylized “M.” 

RIGGS ROAD OVERPASS
The Riggs Road overpass across State 
Route 347 took a huge step toward 
becoming reality in 2021 when the Arizona 
Legislature committed $35 million toward 

the project. Former state Sen. Bret 
Roberts of Maricopa was instrumental in 
pushing through the funding package.
The project will improve safety 
at the congested and dangerous 
intersection by building a bridge over 
347 at Riggs Road and removing the 
traffic signal to dramatically improve 
traffic flow. The project would be a 
major step toward smoothing traffic 
congestion on SR347 and enhancing 
safety on the heavily trafficked route 
between Maricopa and the Valley.

GREEN ROAD OVERPASS
To accommodate growth in southwest 
Maricopa, the city will build a second 
overpass crossing the Union Pacific 
railroad tracks at Green Road. It will 
provide access to planned housing 
developments on the city’s west 
side and aid in the development of a 
John Wayne Parkway bypass route. 
The overpass and other improvements 
to Green Road will be paid through 
developer impact fees. The project 
came about as the city studied traffic 
patterns that would be created with 
the coming development of Hogenes 
Farms, which spans 773 acres and could 
be home to more than 7,000 people.
Rodolfo Lopez, the city’s acting 
director of development services, 
said improvements on Green 
Road should begin within two 
years and take 12 to 24 months.

EAST/WEST CORRIDOR
The city took the final steps in 
preparation for the construction of the 
initial 1.6-mile portion of the East-West 
Corridor, now known as Sonoran Desert 
Parkway, between John Wayne Parkway 
and Porter Road along the Farrell Road 
alignment. The parkway eventually 
will run from SR 347 to Interstate 10 
incorporating stretches of the Maricopa-
Casa Grande Highway, giving residents 
on the south side of the city a more 
efficient route to connect with I-10.
Construction is scheduled to begin 
Jan. 10 and finish in March 2023. The 
project includes building a bridge 
across the Santa Cruz Wash as part of 
flood control measures in that area.

TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS ACCELERATE IN ’21
Transportation issues are a constant topic of conversation. In 2021, the city 
made big strides toward long-term solutions for some of those issues. And 
while those solutions may be years away, they provide hope for managing 
traffic in town and better connecting the city to the Valley. 

Friendly, professional, and experienced 
home renovation company

(520) 840-0050
CustomFlooringAz.com

Arizona Kitchen & Bathroom Contractor

Contact us for your FREE virtual estimate

Kitchen Remodeling
Bathroom Remodeling

Custom Flooring
Hardwood • Laminate • Stone • Tile • Vinyl

TRANSPORTATION

Former Arizona State Rep. Bret Roberts stands at 
the intersection of State Road 347 and Riggs Road. 
He was instrumental in securing funding for a  
bypass that will ease traffic problems along the  
troubled highway that links Maricopa to the Valley.



MOD PIZZA
Location: Sonoran Creek Marketplace
Opened in December 
What to expect: Founded in the Seattle area in 2008, MOD Pizza is the pioneer of 
the fast-casual pizza sector. It features individual artisan-style pizzas and salads made 
on-demand with any combination of toppings for one flat price. The 2,600-square-
foot pizzeria received city approval for a Series 12 restaurant liquor license that 
would allow sales of beer, wine and spirits. A patio offers outdoor dining.
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Location: The Wells
Anticipated opening: TBA 
What to know: This Burger 
King, the city’s second, would 
be owned and operated by 
the same company, Barnett 
Management of Avondale. 
With 3,200 square feet and a 
dual drive-in on 1.2 acres, it 
would be one of Burger King’s 
new-design restaurants. 

CARL’S JR.
Location: Maricopa 
Towne Plaza
Anticipated opening: TBA
What to know: A Scottsdale 
firm has submitted plans 
that would bring back the 
fast-food burger and chicken 
outlet. A 2,666-square-foot 
restaurant and drive-thru is 
proposed for three-quarters of 
an acre just south of the new 
Maricopa Animal Hospital. 
A Carl’s Jr. operated in town 
until December 2018 at the 
site of the current Wendy’s 
on John Wayne Parkway. 

COCINA MADRIGAL
Location: Bowlin Road  
(near the new Maricopa Library)
Anticipated opening: 2023 
What to expect: This will be the 
second location for the upscale, 
sit-down Mexican restaurant. 
It ranked fifth on Yelp’s list of 
the Top 100 Places to Eat in 
the United States. Madrigal 
specializes in handcrafted tacos, 
homemade enchiladas ($14.95), 
fresh salads ($5.95-$13.95), and 
made-from-scratch specialties. 
Margaritas go for $8.95. 

COLD BEERS AND 
CHEESEBURGERS
Location: Sonoran 
Creek Marketplace
Anticipated opening: 
Spring 2022
What to expect: Construction 
has begun at the casual, sit-
down burger joint. The sports 
bar offers half-pound burgers 
that run from $14-$16 each.  The 
5,000-square-foot restaurant 
is going up at the end of a 
strip of smaller storefronts 
attached to Sprouts. A patio 
will feature an additional 2,000 
square feet for outdoor dining. 

CRAVE HOT DOGS & BBQ
Location: TBA
Anticipated opening: TBA
What to know: In March 2021, 
an item on RestaurantNews.
com reported that Crave Hot 
Dogs & BBQ, a quick-growing 
franchise started in 2018, would 
build a restaurant here, but the 
report did not offer a location 
or timeline. The report jived 
with an announcement (still) 
on Crave’s website that it had 
signed a local franchisee. The 
company did not return requests 
for comment from InMaricopa. 

FILIBERTO’S MEXICAN FOOD
Location: Sonoran 
Creek Marketplace 
Anticipated opening: TBA
What to know: Founded in 
Mesa in 1993, this chain of 
24-hour carryout and delivery 
eateries has more than a 
dozen outlets in the Valley. It 
features tacos, burritos and 
carne asada fries made with 
fresh meat and ingredients. 

JIMMY JOHN’S
Location: Sonoran 
Creek Marketplace 
Anticipated opening: Soon
What to expect: The national 
fast casual sandwich shop 
offers takeout and delivery.

Champing at the bit for more places in town to sit down and have 
a bite to eat? Your patience will be rewarded this year. Here’s a look 
at the fast-food chains and sit-down restaurants coming to Maricopa 
in 2022 and beyond, including a fine dining establishment ranked 
5th on Yelp’s list of the Top 100 Places to Eat in the United States.

ON THE MENU FOR 2022:
LOTS OF NEW RESTAURANTS
(AND PLACES TO SIT DOWN) 

RESTAURANTS

NANDO’S MEXICAN CAFÉ
Location: Edison Pointe 
Anticipated opening: TBA
What to know: This southeast Valley chain 
selected Maricopa for its fifth restaurant. A 
pre-application on file with the city calls for a 
restaurant of 5,125 square feet, plus 700-plus 
square feet of patio area, at the vacant site. A 
family restaurant, it features traditional recipes.

SLIM CHICKENS
Location: Currently scouting sites
Anticipated opening: TBA
What to expect: Tom Barnett, owner of the 
company that operates the Burger King in 
town (and soon two), has been hot to hatch 
a Slim Chickens franchise in Maricopa since 
signing an agreement to bring up to 32 of 
the restaurants to Arizona. “Of all the places 
I’m looking at, Maricopa is going to be the 

best market by far,” he told InMaricopa 
in October. The company is looking at a 
location on Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway 
in The Wells but has not yet signed a letter 
of intent. It is exploring other sites as well, 
the company said. The chicken chain, which 
operates in 22 states, United Kingdom 
and Kuwait, features wings, tenders and 
sandwiches, with a list of southern sides and 
17 house sauces. It also offers catering.

LOCATIONS  The Wells: southwest of Porter Road and Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway (Walmart, etc.)
Maricopa Towne Plaza: southeast of John Wayne Parkway and Hathaway Avenue (Maricopa Animal Hospital, etc.)
Edison Pointe: northeast of John Wayne Parkway and Edison Road (Planet Fitness, etc.)
Sonoran Creek Marketplace: southwest of John Wayne Parkway and Edison Road (Sprouts, etc.)

CHILI’S GRILL & BAR
Location: The Wells, tentatively
Anticipated opening: November
What to expect: A real estate broker for the fast-casual chain restaurant says Chili’s has 
committed to building a restaurant in Maricopa. The tentative location is at Maricopa-Casa 
Grande Highway and Stonegate Road at The Wells, next to Jiffy Lube. A favorite in local 
Facebook discussions about the most-desired restaurants in the city, Chili’s offers American 
food, Tex-Mex cuisine and dishes influenced by Mexican cuisine. The 5,700-square-foot 
restaurant constructed here might be a new prototype design that features more exterior glass.

Coming
Soon
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Monsoon returns

T
he difference a year makes.

In 2020, the monsoon was a no-

show, leading to the driest monsoon 

season on record and worsening a historic 

drought in the Southwest, according to the 

National Weather Service in Phoenix.

Luckily, the monsoon returned in 2021. 

In fact, it was one of the wetter seasons on 

record across the Southwest, according to the 

weather service. Average rainfall during the 

monsoon months of June through September 

across the region was 7.93 inches (good for 

the 20th wettest on record — since 1895), the 

wettest since 2014, and well above the 1991-

2020 average of 6.39 inches, forecasters said.

Maricopa recorded six to eight inches 

of rain. NWS states that 30 to 60 percent of 

annual rainfall comes during the monsoon.

Several storms led to flooding and 

extensive wind damage in the region.

On June 22, a fleeting storm with strong, 

damaging winds hit some areas of Maricopa, 

The storm’s heavy winds displaced a mobile 

home in Hidden Valley, damaged the east 

façade of the Maricopa Library and Cultural 

Center and blew away at least one residential 

backyard shed.

On the night of July 9, strong thunder-

storms rolled through Maricopa, knocking 

out power to homes in several neighbor-

hoods, including Glennwilde and Homestead. 

A lightning strike zapped transformers at a 

substation at the northwest corner of Honey-

cutt and Porter roads, Electrical District No. 3 

officials said.

A night later, more thunderstorms — with 

more heavy rain, strong winds, and thunder 

and lightning — rumbled through the city. It 

was preceded by a dust storm. 

One prolonged rainstorm on Aug. 13 took 

the lives of two people and necessitated the 

rescue of dozens more — many from their 

rooftops — in Gila Bend, a town of about 

2,000 people about 40 miles west of Maricopa. 

Storm cleanup efforts drew more than 100 

volunteers from across the region, including 

many from Maricopa, including Mayor 

Christian Price and Realtor Dayv Morgan.

The most damaging storm of the season 

in Maricopa may have been the microburst 

that ripped through on Sept. 18. In addition 

to a deluge of rain, intense winds knocked 

down 34 electrical poles — all fairly-new and 

in a single line in the western part of the city 

— snapping many in half 2-10 feet off the 

ground, an ED3 spokesperson said. Nearly 

800 customers near Ralston Road and State 

Route 238 lost power.

The active Monsoon wasn’t all bad.

As of June 15, about two-thirds of Pinal 

County (central and eastern) was in “excep-

tional drought,” according to data from the 

U.S. Drought Monitor. Maricopa and roughly 

the western third of the county was consid-

ered in “extreme” drought.

By Nov. 30, the entire county had improved 

to “moderate” drought status. 

SHOTS FIRED AT NEW 
APARTMENT COMPLEX
It all started with someone 
firing at least 16 rounds into the 
C Building at the new Oasis 
at The Wells apartments on 
West Shea Way in the early 
morning hours of Aug. 9.
Police said no injuries were 
reported and described the 
incident as “isolated but not 
random.” There have been 
no arrests in the case.

CREDIT UNION INSIDE 
FRY’S ROBBED
What had already been quite a 
week got even crazier the next 
day, when the Desert Financial 
Credit Union branch inside 
Fry’s Marketplace was robbed.

The alleged thief in the Aug. 
14 incident, who was dubbed 
the “Back Again Bandit” by 
the FBI, was arrested without 
incident Oct. 25 in Phoenix. The 
FBI Violent Crime Task Force 
said Richard Zumbro was a 
suspect in 23 bank robberies.

According to authorities, 
Zumbro allegedly walked away 
from the Desert Financial 
robbery with $5,000 in cash after 
handing the teller a note reading: 
“THIS IS A ROBBERY! PLEASE 
DON’T MAKE IT A MURDER! 
QUICKLY AND QUIETLY GIVE 
ME ALL THE MONEY. HURRY!!”

FATAL PEDESTRIAN 
ACCIDENT
Just two days later, a man 
was struck by a vehicle and 
killed as he walked along 
Smith-Enke Road, just east 
of Province Parkway. 

CRIME

ONE HECK OF A WEEK (AND A HALF)
A stretch of 11 days in August gave Maricopa a glimpse of big city crime, 
violence and mayhem. It’s a week most residents would prefer to forget. 
By the end, three people were dead, but it could have been much worse.

Maricopa police were 
dispatched around 4 a.m. on Aug. 
20 to the scene, where officers 
attempted lifesaving efforts on 
the victim, who was identified 
as Jordan Guardo-Mickell, 23, of 
Maricopa. He died at the scene.

MPD said Guardo-Mickell 
was walking in the roadway 
on Smith-Enke Road between 
Province Parkway and Desert 
Garden Drive when he was 
hit by a vehicle traveling 
east on Smith-Enke.
“The (driver) was coming home 
from work this morning,” a police 
spokesman said. “The subject 
was walking in the roadway, 
wearing dark clothing. There 
was no sign of impairment 
on the part of the driver.”

STANDOFF IN RANCHO EL 
DORADO ENDS PEACEFULLY
Four days later, a report of an 
active shooter in Rancho El 
Dorado forced the lockdown of 
Pima Butte Elementary School. 
Police arrested James Brent 
Gallup, 59, who was found 
on the roof of a home in the 
41000 block of Sunland Drive, 
about a quarter-mile east of 
the school. The Aug. 13 standoff 
began about 7:20 a.m. led 
Maricopa police to evacuate 
the neighborhood. The standoff 
lasted until about 3 p.m. when 
the Pinal County Sheriff’s Office 
Regional SWAT team entered 
the home and found Gallup on 
the roof. They brought him down 
and he complied with officers, 
who arrested him. Gallup 
was charged with multiple 
offenses and booked at the 
Pinal County Sheriff’s Office.

Gallup, was held on 
$65,000 cash bond, and 
faced charges of disorderly 
conduct with a weapon, 
threats, criminal trespassing, 
disorderly conduct/fighting, 
criminal damage, discharging 
a firearm within the city 
limits, and being in prohibited 
possession of weapons.

DOUBLE MURDER IN RANCHO MIRAGE
The violence ramped up on Aug. 18 with a double-murder in Rancho 
Mirage. MPD responded to a reported shooting at a home in the 37000 
block of West Prado Street, where they found two deceased adults. 
According to police, witnesses identified Juan Jose Cazares Jr.,
38, who apparently lived at the home, as the primary suspect. He 
allegedly fled in a gray 2003 Dodge Ram 1500 pickup truck before 
being arrested without incident by Tucson police later that day.
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BODY SCULPTING TREATMENTS HAVE 
become a leading choice for those 
wanting to lose fat, tighten skin or 
enhance muscle, especially when diet 

and exercise aren’t sufficient in getting rid of 
stubborn fat. Pockets of fat or excess cellulite 
may accumulate on certain areas of your body 
after a long weight-loss journey, pregnancy, or if 
you experience certain medical conditions. 

Body sculpting is the process that aims 
to shrink areas of stubborn body fat for the 
purpose of reshaping your body and achieve 
a much healthier, gorgeous, slimmer 
appearance. It is no secret that a lot 
of people struggle with body fat that 
seems impossible to get rid of with 
diet and exercise. Now, there is a safe 
and effective non-surgical way to lose 
extra fat or loose skin on various body 
areas. 

Evolve X is an FDA-cleared total body 
contouring device utilizing three modalities 
to customize each treatment for specific needs. 
As safety is our number one concern, we chose 
a platform with an advanced algorithm that 
monitors your skin and sub-dermal 1,000 times 
a second and automatically adjusts to keep your 
body in optimal conditions. 

Evolve X features Tite, Tone, and Transform 
to give excellent non-surgical total body 
contouring. Here’s a look at each modality: 

TITE: The Tite modality remodels the 
surface of the skin creating a tightening of the 
skin and stimulates new collagen development. 
At the age of 30 we stop producing as much 
collagen which leads to saggy, droopy, wrinkly 
skin. 

TONE: Used to strengthen the underlying 
muscles using powerful electrical muscle 
stimulation or EMS to stimulate involuntary 
muscle contractions. 

Having a treatment with the tone applicator 
is equivalent to doing 1,000 sit-ups or squats in a 
30-minute period. Tone targets specific muscle 
group to increase muscle strength and refine 
the look of your muscles. The EMS optimizes 
cellular metabolism and regeneration of muscle 
fibers resulting in a more toned appearance. 

TRANSFORM: Transform is the 3-1 
solution that combines Tite and Tone while 
also adding RF energy into the sub-dermal 
destroying fat cells. Transform heats the fat 
cells to 43 degrees Celsius to cause apoptosis 
(process of programmed cell death). After the 
death of the fat cells the body will naturally 
process and eliminate it through our excretory 
system.  This modality allows us to tighten the 
skin, build muscle, and kill fat cells helping 
eliminate cellulite. 

All three modalities are hands free 
allowing you to watch Netflix or 

scroll though Facebook during your 
treatment. There is no downtime with 
Evolve X but may leave you feeling 
like you had an aggressive workout 

with some soreness the next couple 
days. The treatment is pain free and can 

be done on your lunch break before returning 
to work. All treatments have been clinically 
proven and can be used on a wide range of body 
areas. Including arms, legs, thighs, stomach, 
flanks, and buttocks. 

Evolve X is not to be used as a weight loss 
program but instead utilized to improve the 
look of areas that contain stubborn fat and has 
skin laxity. 

Call today to schedule a consultation and 
see if you are a candidate for Evolve X.  

  520-464-6193 
MaricopaWellnessCenter.com 
41600 W. Smith-Enke Road   

        Building 14, Suite 3

SPONSORED CONTENT

BY KRISTINA DONNAY, FNP-C

EXCELLENT 
CARE. 

EXCEPTIONAL 
RESULTS.

Next level body contouring  
with Evolve X

Business, 
development 
around town
F.O.R. Maricopa will spend $65,318 to install 
three shipping containers with electrical and 
plumbing for food storage at its offices at  
19428 N. Maricopa Road, Suite 107. 
Maricopa Fiesta, at 20800 N. John Wayne 
Pkwy., is doing $20,000 in tenant improvement 
work to Suite 111 in part 2 of the Shops at 
Maricopa Fiesta. The property is owned by 
Aztec Ventures and the work is being done by 
Johansen Interiors LLC.

Meritage Homes is spending $10,000 to 
convert a garage to a sales office at 40629 W. 
Sunland Drive in The Lakes at Rancho El 
Dorado. Meritage is doing the work itself. 

Desert Cedars Equities East LLC is doing 
$1,987,648 in on- and off-site improvements 
to 192 units at the Bungalows On Bowlin 
at 44900 W. Bowlin Road, with Alexander 
Building Company Inc. doing the work.

Two new mounted signs will be installed at 
the Maricopa Library & Cultural Center 
at 18160 N. Maya Angelou Dr. in the city 
complex. Airpark Signs & Graphics Inc. will 
do the work.  

Maricopa Sales Tax Collections
In December, businesses paid more than $1,932,219 in transaction privilege taxes. Here’s 
where people spent money based on the amount of sales tax collected:

Contracting/constructionContracting/construction

Retail (non-food)Retail (non-food)

Retail (food)Retail (food)

UtilitiesUtilities

Restaurants and bars Restaurants and bars 

Remote salesRemote sales

Use tax (out-of-state purchases)Use tax (out-of-state purchases)

Commercial rental, etc.Commercial rental, etc.

Residential leasing and licensing Residential leasing and licensing 

 Use of TPP Use of TPP

CommunicationsCommunications

Maintenance, repairsMaintenance, repairs

 License fees License fees

OtherOther

$$484,306

$$458,019
$$207,019

$$163,515
$$137,731

$$134,820
$69,327$69,327

$46,890$46,890
$41,452$41,452

$16,756$16,756
$9,494$9,494
$1,252$1,252
$393$393

$$ 161,245 Source: Arizona Department of Revenue

Karsten’s Maricopa 
Ace Hardware   
21542 N John Wayne Pkwy   
Maricopa, AZ 85139
(520) 494-7805

January Month Long

RED HOT BUYS VALID DECEMBER 26–JANUARY 31

Ace® Basic Pleated 
Furnace Air Filters
Available in assorted sizes.
4000493
Free item must be of equal  
or lesser value.

Ace® Trash Bags
6208805, 6041061, 6297956
Limit 3 each at this price.

AP1 2211226ML, 001, Versions: CA,DS,FN,NR,NW,SO,TR 

$

5
BONUS‡

  

when you  
download the  
Ace App and  
link to your  
Ace Rewards  
account

See more  
on page 4

 BUY TWO 

GET ONE

MIX & MATCH

$1SAVE
INSTANTLY

WITH ACE
REWARDS CARD*

6′ Resin Shelving Unit
72″H x 36″W x 18″D.

5013641

S A L E

$6499

15 Gal. Heavy‑Duty  
Tote
6813174
27 Gal., 6502629...SALE $17.99

S A L E

$1499

4′ Resin Shelving Unit
48″H x 24″W x 12″D. 

5013642
54‑1/2″H x 32″W x 14″D  
Shelving Unit, 5439005...SALE $34.99

S A L E

$2699

7‑1/2 Qt. Latching  
Storage Tote
6165849
15‑1/2 Qt., 6165195...SALE $7.99
31 Qt., 6162309...SALE $11.99
64 Qt., 6161087...SALE $15.99
112 Qt., 6164123... SALE $22.99

S A L E

$499

HOLDS UP TO  
150 LBS. PER SHELF

HOLDS UP TO  
55 LBS. PER SHELF

*See page 4 for Ace Rewards Instant Savings details.

$14.99      ‑$3

$1199
each 

WITH ACE  
REWARDS CARD*Bona®  

Cleaning 
Products
1003679
Store stock 
only. Sorry, no 
rain checks.

on select Lysol® 
Cleaning Products
1006107, 1061027, 1018488, 
1038520, 1372739, 19825  
Limit 1 each.

15%
off

Flex Seal®, Flex Glue®,  
Flex Tape®, Flex Shot®  
or Flex Paste™  
Rubber Sealants
Assorted colors.
6215107, 6004382, 6015026,  
6015027, 6238554, 6266985,  
6266993, 6295950, 6406383,  
6406391, 6665004,  
6715163, 6715171 

$1299
each 

Bungalows On Bowlin
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EXCELLENT No violations found. 
SATISFACTORY Violations  
corrected during inspection.  
NEEDS IMPROVEMENT Critical items 
noted during inspection cannot be 
corrected immediately requiring follow-
up inspection. UNACCEPTABLE Gross, 
unsanitary conditions necessitating 
thediscon tinuation of service.

Cooling
Internal temperatures of cooked pork, cooked beans and rice being 
held in plastic, 5-gallon buckets in the walk-in cooler were 48-51°. 

Time/Temperature Control for Safety Food, Hot and Cold Holding  
Internal temperatures of cooked brisket held in warmer were 114-
115° (≥ 135°+ required). 

Time/Temperature Control for Safety Food, Hot and Cold Holding
Internal temperatures of creamers held in reach-in cooler were 
54-55 ° (≤41° required).

Time/Temperature Control for Safety Food, Hot and Cold Holding
Internal temperatures of the following items being held in the make 
line prep cooler were being held at 58-63° F when a temperature 
at or below 41° is required: Cut lettuce, cut tomato, roast beef, corn 
beef, cheese, turkey and lamb. 

Gloves, Use Limitation
Observed employees use their gloved hands to handle ready-to-eat foods/donuts immediately after handling money and touching register.   

Cooling Methods
Internal temperatures of cut tomatoes and cut lettuce held in closed 5-gallon buckets in the 
walk-in cooler were 60-65°. 

Cooling, Heating and Holding Capacities-Equipment
Temperature of back warmer was recorded and verified by person in charge to be 102°. 
Staff was instructed to remove the warmer from service until it can be repaired to maintain 
internal food temperatures of at least 135°.

Cooling, Heating, and Holding Capacities-Equipment 
Ambient air temperature of cooler was recorded at 55° (≤41° required).

Cooling, Heating, and Holding Capacities-Equipment 
Air temperature of the make line prep cooler was 65°. A temperature of less than 41 degrees 
is required. 

EXCELLENT
•	 Chipotle Mexican Grill 
•	 Culver’s 
•	 Firehouse Subs
•	 Maricopa High School

•	 Maricopa High School –  
Culinary Arts

•	 The New HQ
•	 Papa John’s Pizza
•	 Shamrock Farms 
•	 Wingstop

SATISFACTORY
•	 Arbys 
•	 Cilantro’s Mexican Cocina
•	 Dickey’s Barbecue Pit
•	 Dunkin’ 
•	 Wendy’s

A summary of the Nov. 10 to Dec. 14
food inspections by Pinal County
Environmental Health Services

Source: Pinal County

• LOCAL NEWS  
• COUPONS   
• CALENDAR  
• ADVERTISING   
• BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Maricopa's Homepage Since 2004Scan code to receive  
news alerts via text.

Calling All Future Kindergarteners!
Maricopa Unified School District invites you to join teachers and staff to 
tour your new school!  Learn about our full-day kindergarten program 
and register for the 2022-2023 school year. 

Elementary Schools
Butterfield Elementary School
43800 W. Honeycutt Rd
520-568-6100

Maricopa Elementary School
18150 N. Alterra Pkwy
520-568-5160

Pima Butte Elementary School
42202 W. Rancho El Dorado 
Pkwy
520-568-7155

Saddleback Elementary School
18600 N. Porter Rd
520-568-6110

Santa Cruz Elementary School 
19845 N. Costa Del Sol Blvd
520-568-5170

Santa Rosa Elementary School 
Spanish Dual Language Immersion Available 

21400 N. Santa Rosa Dr
520-568-6150

K-12 Online Education
Maricopa Virtual Academy
44150 W. Maricopa-Casa 
Grande Hwy
520-568-5194

For more information, contact your school site:MUSD KINDERGARTEN 
INFORMATION NIGHT
Tuesday, February 15, 2022
5:30-6:30 PM
*Online registration is available

Documents needed for registration:
• Parent/Guardian ID
• Child’s Birth Certificate
• Immunization Records
• Proof of Residency  

(electric bill, water bill, etc.)

www.MUSD20.org/kindergarten
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FEW YEARS AGO WHEN KATRINA 
and Michael Powell decided to 
move from Tucson to Maricopa, 
they had no idea what a close-knit 

community they were joining. 
“I had a childhood friend, Angela Lloyd, 

who lived here,” Katrina said. “That was about 
all we knew about the community. But it’s been 
one of the best decisions we’ve made. We’ve 
gotten so much support.” 

The support has been much needed. 
Katrina and Michael Powell are facing a 

good deal of adversity after their 9-year-old 
son Brayden checked into Phoenix Children's 
Hospital in September with a fever and a few 
days later was paralyzed from the waist down. 

More than 100 Maricopans gathered in a 
local neighborhood at Christmas to lend the 
Powell family a hand and to give them their 
“Best Christmas Ever.”

The Powells were the recipients of a 
generous community effort that totaled more 
than $70,000 in gifts. 

Brayden was diagnosed with Transverse 
Myelitis, a rare condition with only 1,400 new 
cases a year. 

The only treatment available for Brayden is 
stem-cell therapy, and the family must travel 
to Costa Rica for it. Estimates for the therapy 
are close to $100,000.

They also have three other kids: Brenden, 
Bentley and Bella.

Michael Powell, Brayden's father, was 
overwhelmed with emotion at the outpouring 
of support from the community.

"We continue the course that we're going 
on and we keep having these hurdles," Powell 
said. "We have these hurdles that we keep on 
having to jump through and get over, and the 
community and everyone around us keeps 
surprising us and just giving us a little boost."

Brayden had to go back to the hospital and 
had just been released earlier in the day. 

Support Structure:  
Community makes statement  

with generous gifts for family in crisis
BY JUSTIN GRIFFIN

A

As Powell explained, it was just another 
tough day in a string of many.

"When it's just getting rough and rougher, 
like today, we just got back from the hospital 
today and again, it's just amazing to come and 
see this."

Best Christmas Ever is a group that seeks 
to help families in need at Christmas time. The 
national organization started 10 years ago and 
is headquartered in Minnesota. 

There are three rules to be nominated: 
First, the family cannot nominate itself; the 
family must have fallen on hard times due to 
no fault of their own; and there must be minor 
children in the home.

BJ Lingren, a native of Minnesota, is a 
board member of Best Christmas Ever. She 
splits time between Minnesota and Maricopa.

BJ and her husband, Scott, spend their 
winters in Maricopa and wanted to bring along 
a tradition with them. 

“I just couldn’t imagine a Christmas 
without Best Christmas Ever, Lingren said.

Top: Community members spent the 
afternoon wrapping presents for the 
Powell family, recipients of the Best 
Christmas Ever award. 

Above: Santa and Mrs. Claus watch the 
kids open a few of their presents, many of 
which were electronics. 

Left: Brayden seated in front of (from left) 
BCE board member BJ Lindgren, his 
mother, Katrina Powell and nominators 
Brianna Reinhold and Brenda Campbell.

Santa Claus arrives at the Powell residence as Maricopa Police Chief James Hughes looks on.  
The family was presented with a Best Christmas Ever package worth about $70,000. 

Continued on page 32
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Check out video  
of the surprise  

unveiling at  
YouTube.com/ 

InMaricopa.
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Q&A 
Rep. Teresa Martinez
District 11

ERESA MARTINEZ WAS recently 
selected by the Pinal County Board 
of Supervisors to replace Rep. Bret 
Roberts in Legislative District 11, 

which includes the city of Maricopa. Roberts 
resigned at the end of the 2021 legislative session 
to pursue family interests in South Carolina. 

Have you held office in Pinal County 
before? No. Never public office. 

What is your political background? I am 
a Republican and I have worked for two U.S. 
congressmen, the Arizona Republican Party and 
then almost four years for Arizona Secretary of 
State Michele Reagan. 

What do you do for a living? I work part 
time for U.S. Congressman Paul Gosar. I handle 
constituent case work. For example, if you did 
not get your IRS stimulus check, you could call 
our office and I would help you get it. I handle 
immigration cases, postal issues, passport, IRS 
and labor issues. 

Has being selected sunk in yet? It really hit 
me when I was being sworn in! That was really 
a special moment. 

What do you want to accomplish 
while you're finishing this term? I 
want to do something about the I-10! 
We need to continue pushing for the 
I-10 to be completed and I would also 
like to widen the 347. I also want to 
make sure we have some really good 
water policy in place.

Do you plan to run in 2022? Yes. 
In fact, people can go on the Arizona 
Secretary of State website and sign my 
petition.

What issues are most important 
to you personally? It’s not about me 
and my issues or what I want. It’s about 
what Pinal County wants. I don’t ever 
want to lose focus that I am there on 
the people’s behalf, not for my personal 
agenda or gain. 

What issues are the most pressing for the 
city of Maricopa and Pinal County? Water, 
transportation and economic development —   
we need more and better of all three. 

What have you been working on between 
your appointment and the opening of the 
legislative session? I have been meeting 
with city and county elected officials to get their 
priorities — communication is key! I have also 
been working with policy advisers to work on 
some bills that I would like to introduce in the 
upcoming session. 

What have you learned in your brief time 
in office? Although I already knew that 
working as a team is important, this short time 
in office has really driven that point home. 
Working as a team with different people is the 
most essential thing that can really mean the 
difference between a getting things done or 
being unsuccessful.

Anything else you'd like to say to the 
residents of Maricopa? I am so humbled to 
be selected and I want to thank everyone who 
supported me. I look forward to working with 
the city of Maricopa and all of the citizens in my 
district!  

Rep. Teresa Martinez
1700 W. Washington St., Room 344, Phoenix
602-926-3158
TMartinez@AZLeg.gov
AZLeg.gov 

T

  

AA  CCIITTYY  CCOOMMIINNGG  IINNTTOO  FFOOCCUUSS  
Maricopa is quickly becoming one of the most attractive spots for 
families and businesses in Arizona! The National Council for Home 
Safety and Security just ranked Maricopa the 4th safest city in the 
state, and people around the country are taking notice. 

Twenty years ago, Maricopa’s population hovered just above 
1,000 people. Today, nearly 70-thousand people call Maricopa 
home! More than 3,200 new housing permits were issued since 
2020 and dozens of new businesses have opened their doors.  

““TThhee  cciittyy  iiss  aallssoo  ggrroowwiinngg  aatt  aa  ffaasstt  rraattee,,  wwhhiicchh  iinn  rreettuurrnn  ccaallllss  ffoorr  
mmoorree  bbuussiinneesssseess  ttoo  ccoommee  ttoo  MMaarriiccooppaa..  II  ffeeeell  lliikkee  wwee  bbrroouugghhtt  
ssoommeetthhiinngg  nneeww  ttoo  tthhee  cciittyy  aatt  jjuusstt  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ttiimmee..  WWee  ccaann''tt  wwaaiitt  ttoo  
sseeee  tthhee  ggrroowwtthh  ooff  MMaarriiccooppaa,,  aanndd  llooookk  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  ccoonnttiinnuuiinngg  ttoo  
sseerrvvee  oouurr  ccoommmmuunniittyy..””-- Karla Wear, Owner of Sweet Cravings 

The City is making new investments to keep the momentum 
going. Maricopa’s beautification project along John Wayne 
Parkway is a prime example. Once completed, residents and 
visitors will be greeted by a series of themed upgrades that 
include metal sculptures, boulders, trees and shrubs, and a 
crowning centerpiece monument at the city limit entry point. 

This month, Exceptional Healthcare will become Maricopa’s first 
high capability hospital. To meet the needs of the community, 
plans are already in the works for more future hospitals. 
 

Commercial and retail businesses along JWP are falling into place. Mod Pizza and Discount Tires are the latest to join Sprouts in 
filling out the Sonoran Creek Marketplace. The City is excited to welcome Jimmy Johns, Cold Beers and Cheeseburgers and 
Marshalls in the coming year.   

 

Maricopa has also caught the eye of a critically acclaimed restaurant. Included in its many 
accolades, Phoenix-based Cocina Madrigal ranks among the top 10% of restaurants in the world. 
Now its owner, Chef Leo Madrigal, has his sights set on Maricopa!  

““TThhee  CCoocciinnaa  MMaaddrriiggaall  ffaammiillyy  aanndd  II  aarree  eexxcciitteedd  ttoo  jjooiinn  tthhiiss  wwoonnddeerrffuull  ccoommmmuunniittyy  aanndd  wwee  llooookk  
ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  ddooiinngg  oouurr  ppaarrtt  iinn  hheellppiinngg  iitt  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  ggrrooww  aanndd  pprroossppeerr..  WWee  ggrreeaattllyy  aapppprreecciiaattee  
eevveerryyoonnee’’ss  ssuuppppoorrtt  iinn  mmaakkiinngg  tthhiiss  ppoossssiibbllee..””-- Leo Madrigal, Chef/Owner of Cocina Madrigal 
 
Maricopa is just scratching the surface of a bright future, and you’re invited to come 
build a city with us!  
 

Welcoming monument to cap Maricopa beautification project 
along John Wayne Parkway 

New hospital brings Maricopa’s first 24-hour ER 

Marshalls the latest addition to Sonoran Creek Marketplace 

Visit www.maricopa-az.gov for more details on upcoming projects and get daily updates by following us on 
Facebook and Instagram. 

 
 
 

 

Cocina Madrigal bringing critically 
acclaimed menu to Maricopa 

Normally, as BJ Lindgren explained, a 
BCE presentation takes around 30 minutes. 
And the award amount is $15,000 to $20,000. 
This one took nearly an hour. There were 
Christmas carolers and a parade that went 
nearly 40 cars long, including fire trucks and 
police cruisers.

Aside from a scrapbook filled with gift 
cards from merchants around Maricopa 
and beyond, there were gifts galore for the 
family. 

There were so many that volunteers had to 
form a bucket brigade of sorts, where nearly 
20 visitors passed gifts from the two stuffed 
vans through the front door of the Powell’s 
house. The Christmas tree was a full-sized tree 
no doubt, but it was dwarfed by the number of 
presents sitting under the tree. 

Generosity on display
Hundreds of people donated time, money and 
services to the Powell family through Best 
Christmas Ever. Those who contributed $500 
or more include:

•	 Adobe Blinds
•	 APEX Motor Club
•	 Tom & Julie Asbach
•	 AZ-RY's Landscaping
•	 Greg & Brenda Campbell
•	 Church of Celebration 
•	 Michael & Jennifer Connelly
•	 Electrical District No. 3
•	 eLogger
•	 Robert Felix 
•	 Giovanni's Custom Flooring
•	 Global Gives
•	 Global Water
•	 Dave & June Guckenberg
•	 Iconic Tire & Service Centers
•	 Janine Haag
•	 Junction Bike
•	 Karsten’s Maricopa Ace Hardware
•	 Maricopa Auto Glass
•	 My Maricopa Plumber
•	 Orbitel Communications
•	 Royalty Tires 
•	 Ron Smith 
•	 Victor Moreno Photography
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N OCTOBER, THE STATE OF THE 
City address —   a prime event on 
the city’s annual social calendar 
—   was on the theme of “Pure 

Imagination,” from the song in the movie “Willy 
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory.”

Mayor Christian Price, fittingly costumed 
in the chocolatier’s purple velvet jacket, yellow 
bow tie and brown top hat, highlighted the 
city’s economic accomplishments in 2021 and 
presented a vision of the future.

But it was up to Brenda Campbell to 
transform Copper Sky into a Candyland to 
help put residents into a festive mood and help 

the mayor convey his message of prosperity 
and optimism. Price spoke from a candy-
festooned lectern and a stage decorated with 
faux sacks of sugar.

Campbell works in event planning for the 
Community Services Department for the City 
of Maricopa. She is one of those people who 
works behind the scenes to get things done. A 
humble servant ready to serve. And she prefers 
it like that.

She quietly puts her creative imprint on 
city events all year long.

She worked on last month’s Merry Copa, 
which drew its biggest crowd ever, and has been 

working with other city staff in recent weeks 
on an interactive map of the annual Holiday 
Homes & Businesses on Parade, as well as the 
Copa Glow Night Market, scheduled for Jan. 14 
at Copper Sky. She also helps plan the popular 
Salsa Fest, Great American 4th celebration and 
Mysterious Mansion Mayhem, the Halloween 
haunted house tour.

She also served on the planning committee 
for November’s Veterans Day Parade. On 
the day of the march, she was given a very 
important task: get Price and Ak-Chin 
Chairman Robert Miguel into the parade line 
on time.

“Brenda is a relentlessly selfless and 
thoughtful person,” said her boss, Community 
Services Director Nathan Ullyot. “She is one of 
those people who always seems to have more 
time than the rest of us.  

“She is never too busy for a worthy cause, 
and I admire her for that.” 

“I was raised to serve others,” Campbell 
said, simply.

‘Events are really my passion’
Campbell, a Las Vegas native, and her husband, 
Greg, came to Maricopa from Champaign, 
Illinois, after he was transferred to Arizona by 
his employer, Dollar Tree. A market manager 
for the chain, he is now retired. They live 
in Rancho El Dorado and have two grown 
daughters and six grandchildren.

“We were attracted to Maricopa by its 
newness and its cleanliness, even though it has 
that rich history,” she said.

In Champaign, Campbell was director 
of operations for Wolfram Research Inc., a 
software company. When the couple moved 
to Maricopa, she telecommuted for two-and-
a-half years, eventually deciding that to do 
the job effectively, she had to be in Illinois. It 
was 2008 and she decided to resign and take 
a year off.

During her break, she went through the 
Citizens Leadership Academy, a biannual 
program that teaches Maricopa residents the 
inner workings of municipal government and 
prepares them to become actively engaged 
citizens. About the same time, she interviewed 
for an open position with the city that had 
event planning responsibilities.

She was offered the job and started in 2009 
running events for the Parks, Recreation and 
Library Department, the predecessor to the 
current Community Services Department. 
When she started, there were five employees in 
the department.

“I didn’t want to be in charge anymore,” 
she recalled. “I just wanted something to keep 
me busy. … The city took a chance on me, 
this person who just wanted to work and not 
manage, serving in a government capacity. I 
had never done that before.”

A year later, she took a quasigovernmental 
role as the chair of the 2010 Maricopa 
Complete Count Census Committee, working 
to ensure every resident was counted. She 
held community meetings and met with 
representatives from the Maricopa Unified 
School District and other stakeholders.

Later, when Copper Sky opened, she 
transferred to the administrative side, where 

she worked until she returned last year to the 
Events group. The department, which now has 
more than 200 full- and part-time employees, 
also runs the library and cultural center and 
the new community center shared by veterans 
and seniors.

“That's what I chose to do,” she said. “I was 
working all the events anyway, so why not have 
more say. Events are really my passion.”

In July 2019, the Arizona Department 
of Transportation gave the city a strict four-
hour window for the community to celebrate 
the opening of the long-awaited State Route 
347 overpass at the Union Pacific tracks. 
Campbell planned the ribbon-cutting and 
party on the bridge.

“I had to get people on and off the bridge,” 
she recalled. “I think we were five minutes over. 
The trucks were there to lay more asphalt as we 
were pulling off the trailers and leaving with all 
of our stuff.”

“She is a go-getter,” Price said. “She just 
doesn't stop. We couldn't do it without her. We 
love her.”

Friend of the community
It didn’t take long after her arrival to the city 
for Campbell to stretch her service to the 
community —   as a volunteer. Today she spends 
as many as 12 hours a week of her personal 
time working on behalf of a half-dozen or so 
organizations.

Her volunteer work was sparked by the 
“little red-shirt ladies” —   she uses the term 
with affection and respect —   who greeted her 
on the porch of the original library near the 
MUSD administration building. (The building 
then became the veterans center and soon will 
house a city museum.) She quickly became a 
Friend of the Library.

Soon after, a group of historians in the 
Friends group decided the historical society 
needed to branch off and become its own entity, 
and Campbell joined that organization’s board. 
She helped get the Maricopa Historical Society 

set up as a nonprofit, and served the first year 
as secretary, and then as treasurer, a role she 
still performs today. In early December she was 
nominated for another three-year term. 

“I’m like, let’s get some new blood in here, 
but no,” she laughed.

Next, she became involved when Relay 
For Life, the world’s largest fundraising event 
to fight cancer, was started up in the city. She 
became a team captain and a member of the 
“Grand Club,” raising $1,000 every year, and sat 
on the planning committee for many years. She 
had been involved with the fundraising effort 
in Illinois.

“She has always been willing to help us, to 
get whatever we need done,” said Joy Holsinger, 
the last of the original committee members 
from when Relay For Life started in 2010. “She 
is just amazing.”

“She’s just got a really big heart. She’s really 
helped a lot.”

A few years ago, Campbell helped form 
the Maricopa Community Foundation, and 
she serves as its liaison to the city. Ullyot is the 
foundation’s secretary.

“We’ve got 13 high-profile executives on 
this board and I'm the go-to, you know, because 
they're out running their businesses,” she said. 
“I'm the one that kind of just helps them in an 
administrative capacity as much as I can.”

Like her city work, she prefers to do her 
volunteer service quietly, though she has 
been honored several times in recent years 
by members of the Maricopa Chamber of 
Commerce, including awards as the Civil 
Servant of the Year and the Sonny Dunn 
Citizen of the Year.

“I really don't want to be in the limelight,” 
she said, when asked about it. “I don't want to 
be in charge, but it just seems that when there 
is a need, I offer assistance. I never want to 
be the chair of the committee but sometimes 
I end up that way just because of, I guess, my 
leadership skills or time management skills or 
organizational skills.”

But don’t confuse quiet with a lack of 
energy.

“She is a volunteer force,” Price said. “She is 
one of those people who is first to say, I can get 
this done. She is such a creative person.”

Helping others
That philosophy marks the couple’s 
philanthropy, too, even when Brenda doesn’t 
officially volunteer for the beneficiary.

Upon their move to Arizona, they continued 
to lend financial support to organizations 
in Illinois. In time, they have been faithful 

Longtime resident silent force  
for city – and community

BY BOB MCGOVERN

I

Brenda Campbell rings the bell 
at a Relay for Life fundraiser.

“She is a volunteer force. 
She is one of those people 

who is first to say, I can 
get this done. She is such  

a creative person.”
MAYOR CHRISTIAN PRICE
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donors to F.O.R. Maricopa, a local food bank, 
and Against Abuse, which operates a domestic 
violence shelter in the city.

“My husband, well, he's got a different 
budget now that he is retired,” Brenda said. “We 
don't have the same disposable income as we 
had before, but he still finds a way to give. He's 
always been a very giving person.”

“My husband writes checks,” she added. “I 
write checks, too, but I donate my time and he 
allows me to do that. I'm very lucky. Last week, 
I probably had dinner with him one night, 
though I did take one afternoon to have lunch 
with him. He's been very, very good to me.”

She acknowledged that some medical issues 
a couple of years ago have slowed her a bit.

“His only concern is that I stay healthy, and 
he sees me exhausted and he doesn't like that,” 
she said. “But he is a huge supporter and gives 
me the freedom to do what I can.”

Their generosity is guided by one desire —   
to help others.

“We don't need to be in the limelight,” she 
said. “We just do what we can when we can, and 
we get that self-gratification personally.”

Most recently, Campbell jumped at the 

chance to support Best Christmas Ever, a 
charitable organization founded in 2010 that 
made its way to Maricopa in 2021. It assists 
families who have fallen on tough times through 
no fault of their own. The charity partners with 
local leaders and businesses to bless families 
with a hugely generous gift package tailored 
to their unique situations and meant to be life-
altering.

She met with BJ Lingren, a recent snowbird 
who brought the program from her home 
state of Minnesota, became a volunteer and 
nominated a local family who needed a helping 
hand.

You’d think Campbell was a beneficiary 
rather than a benefactor, the enthusiasm 
rising in her voice as she talked about the 
Christmastime campaign. 

“We are so fortunate that BJ and her 
husband found Maricopa,” she said. “It’s going 
to be huge. When we write checks, we don't 
necessarily know where that money is going. 
We donated $1,000 (to BCE) and we're seeing 
where it's going, it’s visible.”

“I just wanted to be a part of it. It's such a 
great thing.”

‘Seeing the smiles’
With her front seat on the city’s growth, 
Campbell said being involved and seeing 
things happen is exciting. She pointed to the 
December opening of the new hospital.

“I think we’re seeing the growth and 
opportunity in the foresight of the early city 
leaders, the fast-moving pace of our current 
city manager.”

“We stay very busy here,” she continued. 
“Seeing the smiles on people’s faces serving 
our community in that way, it just makes 
everything worth the long hours that you put 
in to make things good.”

Everyone can play a part in making the 
community better for all.

“There's plenty of opportunities to 
volunteer,” she said, mentioning the library, 
the food bank and MUSD. “Maricopa is a 
community of transplants; we all come from 
different walks of life, and we have so much 
varied experience and knowledge. Sharing that 
knowledge —   working as a tutor with a student, 
for example —   there are a lot of opportunities.

"I was lucky, the little (red-shirt) ladies 
inviting me to coffee, finding out about their 
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organization and getting involved. It can be 
the Lions Club or the Rotary Club or just being 
a member of something. Everyone can spare an 
hour a week, I think.” 

BRENDA CAMPBELL

Age: 59
Maricopan since: 2006
Neighborhood: Rancho El Dorado
Family: Husband Greg; two daughters 
—   Meagan, 38, of Las Vegas has 
four children and Alissa, 36, of Long 
Beach, California, has two children
Position: Recreation Coordinator, 
City of Maricopa
Favorite event: The city’s marquee 
event, Salsa Fest. “I enjoy them all, but 
my favorite is the salsa festival, simply 
because it is just such a festive affair. It’s 
so focused on the salsa and the Hispanic 
community. It’s colorful. It’s bold. It’s the 

music. It just gives you good vibes.”
Mantra: “I'm a true believer in buying local 
because we are a tight-knit community, 
and we need to help each other.”
Special talent: Gift basket design. 

She puts together more than 50 a year, 
turning a single item —  a toaster or 
a Papa John’s gift card, for example 
—   into a themed presentation. 
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Jacquelyn Hermosillo, left, and Brenda Campbell make their rounds during the Dec. 3 Merry Copa.
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OBIN HOLLAND HAS AN 
unorthodox family.

 One child wears an outfit 
consisting of fringed, cream 

leather, accented with real rabbit fur. There are 
also handloomed ties that ornament her long 
black pigtails, which peek out from beneath a 
beautifully colored, beaded headband. 

She goes by “Dances with the Wind.”
Another child, known as “Turtle Song,” dons 

a brilliant scarlet blouse trimmed with ribbon 
and decorated with silver filigree. Her dark hair 
is braided and trails behind her, attached to a 
matching traditional hair piece that evokes fire. 

For all their individuality, these “children” 
share one thing in common: they’re not human.

Holland, 69, a Maricopa resident since 
2009, was once among the world’s most well-
known dollmakers. Her company introduced 
an innovative line of articulated self-standing 
dolls called “Starshine Dolls,” which depicted 
various American Indian tribes in their 
cultural appearance. 

When she wasn’t busy being a mother to 
five human children, she was busy becoming 
a mother to children made of vinyl and cloth. 
About 33 unique Starshine Doll designs were 
handcrafted by her company in the early 1990s.

But that was then. All things come to an end. 
And for nearly 30 years, the artist believed her 
beloved works had been left to gather dust as 
forgotten playthings of a past filled with success 
and a good deal of pain.

Little did she know that on the internet, 
interest was brewing for her Starshine Dolls.

Finding a niche
Holland’s business began by identifying a need.

It was 1989 and she had been working 
for three years at the Colorado Doll Faire 
in Fort Collins, Colorado. Her lifelong love 
of dolls had prepared her for the part-time 
environment of crafting, sewing and selling. 
What she wasn’t prepared for, however, was 

the number of people who came into the store 
asking for Native American dolls. “Everything 
they had at the time were either very expensive 
porcelains or cheap little curio shop things,” 
Holland observed.

Seeing the need for a reasonably-priced, 
yet appropriately-detailed Native American 
doll, she decided to take matters into her own 
hands. She took a doll, removed its hair, and put 
in its place a long-haired modacrylic wig with 
straight bangs, which she then adorned with 
Navajo-inspired braids, ties, and a white feather. 
Later, she designed a dress and some jewelry to 
complete the doll’s transformation. Her new 
name became “Morningstar.”

“I took her on a trip down through New 
Mexico and I stopped at different doll shops 
along the way to talk to people and see if they’d 
be interested,” Holland explained. “And they 
were all interested.” 

When she returned home, she took 
$2,000 out of the bank and used it to place an 
advertisement in the November 1989 edition of 
Doll Reader, a leading magazine for collectors. 
By the end of the year, she had received over 
200 orders.

American Heritage
Holland, an Ohio native raised in New Mexico, 
has long had strong feelings about Indigenous 
culture.

“I love the Native American people,” she 
said. “I think they’re beautiful, and they have 
been mistreated forever. That’s why I decided to 
do these dolls.”

In true cottage industry fashion, she 
converted the loft of her Fort Collins home into 
a doll studio and immediately began work on 
the growing list of orders. A special agreement 

with Götz Puppenmanufaktur allowed her 
to purchase excess supplies of the German 
company’s dolls, which arrived at her doorstep 
bald and undressed. These “naked” dolls were 
the perfect palette for her creativity. 

Morningstar was followed by “Prairie 
Flower,” a doll representing the Cherokee Tribe. 
The demand soon required more hands and at its 
peak, Starshine Dolls employed 15 artisans who 
helped in all aspects of production. A Navajo 
couple from Tuba City, Arizona, handcrafted 
authentic jewelry for every doll, while an expert 
leatherworker from Lee Leather produced the 
genuine hide for their costumes and moccasins. 

Holland had to quit both her jobs — at the 
doll store and as a seminary teacher — just to 
keep up. “I used to sit and sew from eight in 
the morning to 10 at night,” she recounted. “I 
worked around the clock to get them out there.”

Her mission became the company’s tagline: 
“Preserving an American Heritage.” She poured 
hours of research into each design by reading 
countless books and working with real Native 
Americans as much as possible. Only the finest 
quality material was used for the Starshine 
line — no corners cut, the pamphlets proudly 
proclaimed. For the beadwork, glass beads were 
specially imported from Czechoslovakia and 
worked by hand. Some dolls even have actual 
moose hair and parakeet feathers.

All the hard work did not go unnoticed. In 
1991, her Cheyenne-inspired “Singing Dove” 
received the prestigious international DOTY 
(Doll of the Year) award. Starshine Dolls could 

be found in shops throughout the country, 
including popular destinations like Busch 
Gardens and Nashville’s now-defunct Opryland 
USA. The Denver Post hailed her as “one of the 
most successful doll makers in the world.”

That all ended in 1993.
Holland had never set out to make money; 

she simply wanted to help preserve Native 
American culture in the way she knew 
best. Unfortunately, her unwavering 
commitment to the dolls’ detail and 
accuracy meant she certainly wasn’t 
making any money, and in fact, was 
quickly losing it. A tanking market, as 
well as the pricey theft of about $6,000 
worth of dolls, left her sinking in debt 
and unable to continue turning her 
dream into reality.

“I felt like a total failure,” she admitted. “I 
worked myself to death and then all of a sudden 
—   bam! —   nothing. I was so disappointed.”

Just over three years and hundreds of dolls 
later, the Starshine Doll company closed shop. 
Holland was forced to take a second mortgage 
out on her house to work on paying off the 
bills. The remaining stock of unfinished dolls 
was given away through programs like Toys 
for Tots. Slowly, she began to erase the painful 
dollmaking endeavor from her memory.

In 2009, with her children grown and away 
from home, she and her husband, Dan, left 
the Centennial State and settled in Maricopa, 
putting nearly 1,000 miles between her and the 
home where her Starshines were born and died.

Passion rekindled for local  
dollmaker’s Indigenous-inspired  
creations  
BY IAN ROBERDS
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DOLL DEVOTEES

Denise Orsino of Hammondsport, 
New York, considers herself the 
world’s biggest Starshine fan.

“Most dolls that come to me, I clean 
up, restore in some way, and re-home or 

sell,” she said. “But not my Starshine 
Dolls. They stay with me forever.”

Orsino has collected one 
of every doll Holland has 
created and appreciates that 
they allow a glimpse into a 
world unseen by many.

“I think they are exquisitely 
detailed in every way,” she 

explained. “[Holland] has 
worked so hard, for so many 

years, to educate through her 
dolls on the lives of the Indigenous 
people they represent.”

Sonia Leach of Denver, Colorado, 
another leading Starshine authority 
who owns nearly all of Robin’s 
dolls, agrees they filled a much-
needed gap in the community.

“Aside from an occasional plastic 
souvenir doll in Native American 
costume or mass-produced porcelain 
versions, there are virtually no 
dolls that depict Native American 
culture,” she said. “Each of Robin’s 
dolls serves as a mini tribute to a rich 
and important piece of America.”

After getting the chance to 
interview the Starshine maker herself, 
Arms connected her with Orsino and 
Leach, who were starstruck. The two, 
unaware of the reason Starshine Dolls 
had suddenly ceased production, 
weren’t sure if she was even still alive.

“A truly beautiful thing happened,” 
recounted Leach. “I think our rabid 
enthusiasm allowed Robin to look back 
at her earlier experiences with a new 
appreciation. To know that nearly 30 
years later her creations are fought 
over by a whole new wave of collectors 
I think provided a joyful validation 
that all her effort was worth it.”

It’s true that their value continues 
to grow, but that isn’t what makes 
Starshines shine so brightly in 
the eyes of their collectors.

“When you open your boxed doll, it 
is like opening a story treasure,” Orsino 
said. “I am hard pressed to put a price 
to that. To me, they are priceless.”

R

Above: Robin Holland sits with one of her dolls remembering the past. 
Below: You can find Holland’s signature on nearly every Starshine Doll; this original Morningstar, 
dubbed “Alpha,” was produced in 1989 at the inception of the business.

A mixed collection of Robin Holland’s original and ‘Next Generation’ Starshine Dolls on display in 
her Tortosa home.
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Rediscovery
Try as she might to forget the dolls, others did 
not.

In December 2020, she received a call from 
her son, Adam. “He says, ‘Mom, you’re famous 
and you’re in Wikipedia and you have a fan 
club,’” Holland recalled.

Through her son, she learned that her dolls 
were now some of the most collectible and 
highest-priced of their kind on the market. One 
of her original Morningstar dolls, once priced at 
$249.95, was recently listed on eBay for $999.99, 
plus shipping. Some Starshines have sold for 
over $3,000.

“I was just blown away. I thought they went 
into the black hole of the universe,” she said 
with a laugh.

Heather Arms attributes this to their 
painstaking artistry and design.

“Their quality is incredible and evident 
the moment you see [a] doll in person,” she 
wrote. “I personally hope one day that Robin 
[will] know how much Gotz Doll Collectors 
have come to admire, cherish, appreciate 
and love the exceptional beauty, design and 
craftsmanship of her dolls.”

Arms, a doll aficionado known online by 
her moniker “GotzDollJunkie,” is the creator 
of the Götz Doll Wiki, a community website 
dedicated to researching and indexing dolls 
created by the Götz company. An entire section 
of the site is solely devoted to preserving 
Robin’s Starshine Dolls, which have become 
valued favorites among collectors.

Apart from their intricate detailing and 
very limited quantities, another factor that 
has made her dolls so valuable is that their 

original facial mold is no longer made and 
thus highly sought after. Though it was used 
on other dolls before, its association with her 
work has led to it being affectionately referred 
to as the “Starshine mold.”

But when Adam Holland first stumbled 
across the website, his mother knew nothing 
of this nor had any idea her dolls were still 
remembered by anyone. He left an appreciative 
comment thanking Arms for her effort, and 
when she replied asking if she might have 
the opportunity to talk to Robin herself, his 
response was, “I hope you have a lot of time, 
because my mom loves to talk about dolls!”

The next generation
“I never thought my house would be full of 
dolls again.”

Today, a dresser in Holland’s small cyan 
sewing room is filled with an assortment of 

unclothed dolls in various conditions. Some 
she has purchased herself, while others have 
been sent to her by those eager to receive the 
Robin Holland treatment.

She and Arms are now friends, and their 
connection has allowed the former doll artisan 
to connect with some of her most ardent 
supporters. United across states and time 
zones, their passion is very much alive and 
greatly exceeds their size. 

In January 2021, at the insistence and 
inspiration from these new friends, Holland 
started a revived line of Starshine Dolls dubbed 
“The Next Generation” —   or as she nicknamed 
it, the “Phoenix” line. Like the phoenix, she 
explains, her company and passion for creating 
Indigenous dolls has risen from the ashes.

She does things a little differently this time. 
The love is still there, but now she creates at her 
own pace, no longer burdened by piling orders 
or the threat of accumulating debt. She enjoys 
traveling to various thrift and antique stores 
across the West for unique materials and items 
to dress her dolls, making only as many as she 
can or simply feels like. 

All the same, her fans are just thrilled the 
master is back.

“I’ve met new people and friends through 
these dolls that I said goodbye to 30 years ago,” 
Holland said. “And suddenly, they’re coming 
back to visit me. You would never expect that 
because they’re inanimate objects.”

She doesn’t let it consume her life as it 
once did. When she’s not constructing a 
new Starshine she spends much of her time 
painting, which is a pastime that has proven 
useful in filling the walls of her colorful 
Tortosa home. Still, as she’s recently learned, 
there’s apparently something quite special 
that happens when she channels her creativity 
toward crafting miniature representations of 
America.

“Maybe there’s something more to it than 
I thought.” 

THE UNCANNY VALLEY

A hypothesized phenomenon known 
as the “uncanny valley,” which 
theorizes that objects bearing a close 
but imperfect resemblance to human 
beings can provoke feelings of eeriness 
and discomfort, may explain why some 
people find dolls unsettling. And yet, 
according to the United Federation of 
Doll Clubs, collecting them is among 
the largest hobby groups in the world. Su
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An assortment of items typically 
accompanied each doll, including a 
Certificate of Authenticity and a Doll ID 
Tag containing historical background 
information on the Native American 
tribe it represents.

This 1992 photograph, 
originally published 
in the Denver Post, 

shows Holland in 
the midst of her 

company’s  
success.
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NE YEAR AGO, WE THOUGHT 2021 
would pass quickly. The effects 
from the COVID Virus have held 
steady with many consequences. 

Those realities have ricocheted like a pebble 
skipping on a lake. This year’s theme is “Easy 
Does It” with a hefty dose of focus on your 
mental health. Entering a New Year, we make 
resolutions to take better care of health, 
weight, finances, and family time.  My personal 
method is taking inventory and letting go of the 
behavior that no longer brings positive results. 
My resolutions usually weaken by the second 
week and my good intentions have crashed and 
burned.  Letting go takes about 2 minutes with a 
commitment to change something. A definition 
of insanity is doing the same thing over and 
over expecting different results.

Our brain is an awesome organ that governs 
everything we do and think. It is the brain that 
processes and ignites the body to action. For 
example, we go to a movie and the brain does 
not discern whether the action is actually taking 
place or only being captured by our eyes. The 
brain has a hormonal chemical reaction to the 
thought and the body releases those hormones 
into the blood system. Some hormones are 
good such as the adrenals that urge primitive 
responses to fight, flight, or freeze. We do not 
have to think about these responses they are 
automatic. We have a natural alarm system in 
which the body produces cortisol when our 
stress levels are high. Cortisol is the body’s main 
stress hormone and works with the brain to 
control mood, motivation, and fear. When stress 
hormones get too high it affects inflammation, 
blood pressure, blood sugar, sleep cycles, eating 
and how the body metabolizes nutrients. 
Exercise is the best antidote and helps reduce 
cortisol to more normal levels.

Here are tips to help minimize the stress and 
prevent anxiety or depression:

1.	 Acknowledge your feelings and 
understand it is normal to feel sad and 
grief from losses. That could be the 
death of someone close, or challenges 
related to jobs, finances or health.

2.	 Reach out to others. Seek out others 
in family, community, church, or social 
groups.

3.	 Be realistic about daily tasks. 
Nothing has to be done perfectly. 
Manage your time according to your 
mood or energy.  Do not overwhelm 
yourself.  Easy does it.

4.	 Choose the right time to discuss 
differences or important topics. 
There is good timing or bad timing 
according to urgency. If you do not have 
the energy then that is the answer. Table 
the topic and set a date to revisit the 
discussion.

5.	 Stick to a budget. Gifting does not 
buy happiness and if you have over 
spent on gifts limit activities until you 
are caught up.

6.	 What’s your plan? On the days that 
you have higher energy and are focused 

to manage a task consider what is 
needed and plan the steps. Combine 
like tasks together in the same day and 
create less distraction.

7.	 Time out.  We truly need to take time 
to rest. Turn off social media, TV, or 
anything else that has been stressing 
you. Establish a set time and limit to rest. 
Listen to meditation, pick a program that 
teaches breath and slowing breathing. It 
can be 10, 30, or 60 minutes in a quiet 
space without distraction. If you have 
small children to watch, ask a family 
member or friend to exchange time so 
they can unwind too.

8.	 Seek professional help if you need 
it. If you feel your moods are not lifting 
or your energy is not recovering seek 
medical or professional help to regain 
your health. 

9.	 Learn to say no. Yes, I would like to 
do that with you but not at this time. 
Let’s plan another time together. Yes, 
but no. 

Take it easy  
in the new year

DR. HARRIET PHELPS, PSYD
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42100 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.
(520) 635-6257

www.jiffylubearizona.com

No Appointment Necessary!
Call for hours of operation.

$1999
Jiffy Lube Signature Service® Oil Change

Service includes up to 5 quarts of Service Pro® Synthetic Blend Motor Oil (5w20 or 5w30) 
and multi point inspection. Most vehicles. Other brands of oil available at additional charge. 
Shop fees apply. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Coupon Required. Valid at all 
Phoenix Metro Valley Locations. Exp. 01/31/2021                                             CODE: 3842SP

All Phoenix Metro Jiffy Lubes are locally owned by the Bové family. Jiffy Lube, the Jiffy Lube design mark and Jiffy Lube Signature 
Service® are registered trademarks of Jiffy Lube International, Inc. ©2021 Jiffy Lube International, Inc.

WHAT YOUR CAR NEEDS, 
ALL UNDER ONE ROOF?

THAT’S A JOB FOR JIFFY ™

21300 N. John Wayne Pkwy. Unit 117

TreasuredSmilesChildrensDentistry.com

(520) 316-6111
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Maricopa boys start 
basketball season strong
MHS basketball finished 2021 with 13-3 record, including 
a 77-61 victory over Dobson High Dec. 14.

1. Nigel Abel (22) grabs one of his 13 rebounds. 
Kallai Patton (11) had 18 points for the Rams. 

2. Dennis Sims (5) shoots a free throw.

3. Isaac Warren (3) led the Rams with 21 points.

Maricopa soccer teams 
split with Dobson
4. The Maricopa High School girls soccer team. 

5. Maricopa’s Dylan Hahn defends against two Dobson 
players during the Dobson’s 8-0 win over the Rams. 

6. Maricopa’s McKinley Hacker fires a shot against 
Dobson during the Rams’ 5-0 victory. 

7. Tim Crabajales works to gain control of the ball against Dobson.

2 3
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021 HAS BEEN A WHIRLWIND OF  
a year for the Maricopa Unified 
School District. The public school 
system saw the passage of the 

MUSD Override measure in November, which 
will keep class sizes small and technology up 
to date. There’s also the construction of a new 
high school, Desert Sunrise, which will open 
in July.

Any of these singular developments 
would make for a busy year. But throw in the 
difficulties associated with the COVID-19 
pandemic, and that complicates matters even 
further.

The district welcomed back 8,000 students 
to in-person learning during the COVID-19 
pandemic, a challenge that seems to evolve 
with each passing day.

Dr. Tracey Lopeman, the superintendent 
of Maricopa Unified School District, has 
shepherded the school system through these 
turbulent times.

Getting students back in school was a huge 
step toward normalcy, but it didn’t happen 

overnight. Lopeman explained the process 
began in 2020. The MUSD Governing Board 
voted to allow parents the choice of whether to 
resume in-person learning. Half the families 
decided to send their kids back to school, while 
the other half continued virtual learning.

“We were ready for the return because our 
board was very clear last year about giving 
families a choice,” Lopeman said. “We spent 
the fall of 2020 working out the kinks, working 
on our communication systems while working 
on our approaches to mitigating spread.

“When we came back this year, we already 
had systems in place, and had experience with 
positive COVID cases, whether among staff or 
among students, on how to manage that. So, we 
were ready to work through those obstacles.”

The health issues concerning the 
coronavirus were difficult in and of themselves, 
but there were other challenges brought on by 
supply-chain issues.

“There was a lot of time spent on procuring 
supplies for pandemic management —   hand 
sanitizer and masks,” Lopeman said.

Another challenge has been the worker 
shortage, which extends beyond the 
educational field, Lopeman explained.

“It isn’t just affecting our industry,” 
Lopeman said. “It’s everywhere.

“We're still searching for and adding 
strategies for our workforce. We just don't have 
very many applicants for the vacancies that we 
have in our schools. We have to respond to the 
fact that we don't have guest teachers to the 
same degree that we had before the pandemic, 
and that's a drain on our staff. We’ve come up 
with more strategies, and more options, so 
that we can educate kids and still be a good 
quality place of work.

One of those strategies has been to start a 
new initiative, the “Grow Your Own Teacher 
Program,” where MUSD is developing its own 
teachers by, for example, helping instructional 
assistants get the education they need to 
become fully certified teachers.

“We've successfully moved nine classified 
staff members, instructional assistants and 
paraprofessionals into the certified ranks. 
These are people who love Maricopa,” 
Lopeman said. 

Passage of the override looked to be in 
question on election night in early November. 
The early tabulations had the measure failing, 
but there were a lot of ballots turned in the 
days before Election Day, a total of more than 
1,700, where the difference was made up and 
surpassed.

“I think what pushed us over the finish 
line was great work by our volunteers over 
the last week prior to Election Day,” Lopeman 
said. “There were a lot of public and private 
conversations that people had about what a 

vibrant education system means for the city 
of Maricopa, and how important MUSD is in 
our city.

“I think a point about the override was 
that it was promises made and promises 
kept,” Lopeman said. “And those promises 
were around class size, technology and the 
RAM Academy. We did those things. That's 
documentable.”

The override originally passed in 2016, so 
voters also had statistics to consider —   with 
the chief number being graduation rates. In 
2016, the MUSD graduation rate was 69%. 
Now it’s 80%.

“The override also helps our teachers with 
small class sizes, and that helps teacher retention 
as well,” Lopeman said. “That’s one of the benefits 
of passing the override and maintaining low 
class sizes, we have more teachers who choose to 
continue their careers with us.”

In 2017, 82% of MUSD teachers had at least 
four years of experience. In 2020, that number 
improved to 91%.

The district celebrated a big victory in July 
when the Arizona State Legislature approved a 
second allocation, a grant of $18 million, for the 
construction of Desert Sunrise High School.

“Well, I think we had some legislators, like 
Bret Roberts, who understood the reality of 
the funding formula for new construction, 
and truly how limiting it was,” Lopeman 
said. “Construction costs were just escalating 
overnight, and the second allocation almost 
doubled our funding for the high school. It was 
people going to bat for the city of Maricopa 
and the kids of MUSD. That did not happen by 
chance. We had some people looking out for us.”

The second burst of funding brought the 
state’s commitment for the school to $41 million.

“That allows us to move into phase two 
of the high school,” Lopeman said. “Not only 
building more but outfitting that original 
classroom building. It's about 52 classrooms 
in our classroom building. That was going to 
be a shell. But with this second allocation, we 
were able to completely outfit it, the teaching 
stations, the technology, the furniture. And 
then we added a Student Services Building and 
a Student Commons Building¬¬ that has the 
media center and a lecture hall and some other 
gathering spaces.”

The past year was a busy one, but, as 
Lopeman explained, many people helped.

“All that happened during the pandemic,” 
Lopeman said. “It's not like we could stop 
visualizing and working toward something 
that our kids really deserve. Our board is 
not the board that kind of kicks the dirt and 
says, ‘Aw, shucks, I guess it didn't work out 
this time.’ They work to figure out plan B and 
keep moving forward, keep striving for that 
vision, keep striving for what the kids of this 
city deserve.

"And so that's what we did. Those are the 
kinds of outcomes that occurred amidst some 
pretty significant challenges."  

InDiscussion:   
Dr. Tracey Lopeman, Maricopa Unified 

School District Superintendent
BY JUSTIN GRIFFIN

2

Dr. Tracey Lopeman, the superintendent
of Maricopa Unified School District, has
shepherded the school system through the 
construction of a new school and the passage 
of an override, along with challenges brought 
on by the COVID-19 pandemic.

I think a point about 
the override was that it 

was promises made and 
promises kept. And those 

promises were around 
class size, technology and 

the RAM Academy. We 
did those things. That's 

documentable.”
DR. TRACEY LOPEMAN
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OUR MISSION
A+ Charter Schools empowers students in 
reaching their greatest potential by becoming 
responsible individuals of character and 
excellence, engaged community members, and 
lifelong learners in an ever changing society.

OUR MODEL
• Project-Based Learning
• Advisory and Academic Success Groups
• Portrait of a Graduate
• Early College Program
• Robotics, eSports, Athletics, 

Performing Arts, and other clubs
Principal Rachele Reese

(520) 265-5589

ENROLLING
GRADES 7-11
12TH – 2022-2023

• Install, Service & Repair
• Immediate Response
• Scheduled Appointment Times
• Exact Price Upon Arrival
• Clean, Courteous Service Professionals

24 Hour Emergency Service
Residential & Commercial

Locally Owned and Operated
Financing Available • Licensed & Insured
Lic# ROC 149003, 149004

520.216.5648
MrElectric.com/Phoenix-Metro
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OR SEVERAL YEARS, EMPHASIS 
has been placed on the learning of 
mathematics and science in the 
elementary grades, yet nobody 

disputes that the most vital subject taught in 
the lower grades is reading. 

Kristin McMullen, the reading 
interventionist at Butterfield Elementary 
School, has a good idea as to what’s going on 
in literacy education in Maricopa schools. 

McMullen has been at Butterfield since 
it opened 13 years ago, as a classroom 

teacher. This is her first year with primary 
responsibility being reading.

She feels that Butterfield, as a representative 
of the Maricopa Unified School District, has 
done an excellent job at providing a strong 
foundation in reading skills. She is proud of 
her school and notes the top three graduates in 
the Maricopa High School Class of 2021 began 
their schooling at Butterfield Elementary.

McMullen credits the quality of the primary 
grade teachers at Butterfield Elementary for 
student accomplishment in reading. Given 
the divergent needs of elementary students 
in reading, she lauds the efforts of the 
administration to have small groups composed 
of students with a similar reading level for the 
success that has been realized.

The “Walk to Read” program is an example 
of the small, homogeneous grouping which 
has been utilized to develop reading skills in 
young students. 

Children would move to the classroom 
specified for their reading needs, allowing all 
students to experience success. 

Current limitations due to COVID have 
caused this program to be canceled until those 
restrictions are lifted, yet other efforts are in 

place to enable reading progress.
McMullen’s position allows her to work 

with small groups of students in need of 
extra help to become successful readers. 
She sees real excitement as her students find 
accomplishment in her class. The gains in 
her classes have been seen when her students 
return to their regular classroom. She also is 
a resource for all the classroom teachers who 
teach reading at Butterfield Elementary School.

Another positive step taken by the school 
administration that is enhancing the learning 
of reading, is the hiring of Leah Poland as 
the school library aide, who has made the 
school library a fun place where students find 
interesting books available. They are eager to 
go to the library and generally leave with a new 
book to read. Residents of Maricopa should be 
delighted to know that a subject as important 
as reading is being taught successfully in our 
elementary schools. 

Murray Siegel, Ph.D., has more than 44 years of 
teaching experience and volunteers at Butterfield 
Elementary School.

InMaricopa.com/Columnists

Learning to  
read in  

Maricopa schools
BY MURRAY SIEGEL

F

1 Set Your Own Schedule
Flexible schedules have become a top-priority 

in today’s job market. MUSD substitute teachers 
have the ability to decide exactly when and how 
often they would like to work. This is perfect for 
the person who is interested in maintaining a 
flexible lifestyle. 

2 Supplement Your Income
Substitute teaching is a great way to supple-

ment your income. MUSD offers competitive 
pay for long and short-term assignments:
•	 Day-to Day-Substitutes earn $175 per day
•	 Long-Term Substitute (Assignments over 

20 days) $200 per day 
•	 Retired MUSD Teachers $210 per day

3 Become an Instant Celebrity 
There is a HIGH demand for great subs. 

Once principals and teachers know they can 
count on you to deliver quality instruction, 
your popularity will SKYROCKET. And, your 
students will most certainly adore you. When 
was the last time you received a construction 
paper heart listing all of your best qualities?

4 Find Your Niche
Every school, every classroom, and 

every grade-level is different! You may think 
elementary or middle school is your favorite age 
group, but have you ever walked into Maricopa 
High School’s AFJROTC classroom to see every 
cadet immediately stand at attention? Instant 

goosebumps. And the sophistication and poise 
of AP Capstone students, talk about elevated 
conversations! 

5 Make a Difference in the Lives of 
Kids

You don’t need to teach full-time to make a 
lasting impression. Kind, caring, adults are the 
foundation of positive role models. You never 
know what tidbit of wisdom that you share will 
live in the hearts of your students forever. 

musd20.org 
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5 reasons to become a  
substitute teacher in  

Maricopa Unified School District
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HOME

T HE WAVE OF THE FUTURE WILL soon 
be automated smart homes. 

I’m not talking about a home that can 
solve a math problem. Instead, how about 

a home where you can adjust the thermostat from 
your smartphone? 

Smart home technology describes basic 
home amenities that have been fitted with 
communication technology, enabling some 
degree of either automation or remote control. It 
includes things like:

•	 Appliances — washing machines, fridges, 
and garage door openers

•	 Environmental controls, like air 
conditioning, heating, and lighting

•	 Home security systems
If you are in the market for a new property 

and are looking for these features, there are 
builders in Maricopa that offer some of these 
features as add-ons when you are planning and 
designing your home. 

For example, KB Homes, which is currently 
building homes in Tortosa, has options to add some 
of these upgrades, including security systems, smart 
speakers, smart lights, and smart garage doors.

Security systems include the ability to lock or 
unlock your front door from virtually anywhere 
in the world. Through an app on your phone, you 
could allow someone into your home for cleaning 
services or to walk your dog. 

Centex, a firm with offerings in Santa Rosa 
Crossing, has an upgrade package for people 
who would like to automate the home, including 
a wireless access point, remote garage door, voice 
control, climate control, and remote door locks.

Several builders also include a video doorbell 
on every home, regardless of the upgrade package 
selected.

If you’re not in the market for a brand new 
home, many of these items can still be added to 
your current home and are relatively inexpensive 
to install. Additionally, they will likely work with 
the Alexa or Google Assistant products you are 
already using.

For the typical buyer, smart home devices 
are currently not at the top of “must-haves” in 
a house. Cosmetic features such as flooring, 
cabinets, counters, and backyard amenities are 
usually given priority. But as people experience 
automated conveniences more often and the list 
of available devices expands, these features will 
come to be the standard in homes, instead of just 
“options.”

The world is changing and technology is 
leading the way. 

And believe it or not, your home is the next 
frontier. 

Dayv Morgan is a Maricopa Realtor and owner 
of HomeSmart Success.

 480-251-4231 
 DayvMorgan@gmail.com 
 MaricopaHomeSmart.com
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Smart homes 
can be the key 
to easy living 

BY DAYV MORGAN

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 110
Maricopa, AZ 85139

(520) 568-3303
www.CSCPAGroup.com

Since 2004 

Centered on your Success
• Local CPAs with over 80 years combined experience
• Retirement and pension experts
• Lower cost than the national tax chains
• In-person appointments preferred!

8 Locations Serving Arizona and Southeastern California

empireag.com
©2021 AGCO Corporation. Massey Ferguson is 
a worldwide brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO 
and Massey Ferguson are trademarks of AGCO. 
All rights reserved.

LESS CAN’T.
MORE CAN.

MaricopaRocks.com

19347 N Maricopa Road
info@maricoparocks.com

Local Family Owned and Operated Business

Summer Hours:
Mon. thru Fri. 6:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., 

Sat. 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
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Mon. thru Fri. 7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., 
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We Deliver!
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Hardscape MaterialsHardscape Materials
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021 BECAME A YEAR THAT LEFT 
buyers frustrated and sellers 
celebrating all the way to the 
bank, as the average sales price 

increased over $100,000 in just 12 months. 
Coming out of 2020, the real estate market 

was surprisingly advantageous to sellers. 
The assumption by many that the emerging 
coronavirus would slow down home sales 
proved to be completely false. Most home 
builders had initially put the brakes on starting 
new homes and now struggled to keep up with 
the surging demand. A shortage of building 
materials further compounded the issue, 
leading to some homes taking 12 months or 
more to complete.

With many buyers not willing to wait a 
year for a new home, resale homes became the 
preferred alternative. This caused the supply 
of homes, measured by active listings on the 

MLS, to drop to the lowest number in years 
and further plunged us into a seller's market. 

The new normal became a bidding war on 
every house, pushing prices higher and higher. 
In June, the average home sold for 4% more 
than the asking price. Additionally, buyers 
had to give up normal contingencies and 
concessions to even have a chance at their offer 
being selected.  And the thought of asking the 
seller to pay for a home warranty plan or to pay 
your closing costs was insulting.

I had several of my own listings get over 
20 offers the first weekend. Personally, I 
would never buy a home without having it 
professionally inspected, yet many contracts 
I received had buyers waving the right to a 

home inspection and guaranteeing to pay the 
difference if the appraisal came in low. 

And many still got beat out by cash. Not 
a low-ball cash offer from an investor fishing 
for a good deal, but a strong cash offer that was 
higher than the asking price. Other Realtors 
with an FHA or VA buyer would send me 
emails begging for a chance to have their offer 
accepted, stating that they had already been 
outbid on 10, 15, sometimes 20 offers. In the 
end, buyers felt exhausted and disappointed 
with the offer process and wondering if they 
overpaid for the home. Or they just gave up 
and decided to rent, with the hope that a year 
later the prices and interest rates would still 
be affordable. 

For sellers, however, the market was 
anything but disappointing. The formula to 
getting a house sold was simple: 1. Put home on 
the market on Friday, 2. Stay away all weekend 
while a constant stream of buyers come tour 
the home, 3. Review all your offers on Monday, 
4. Pinch yourself to see if it was just a dream.

Toward the end of 2021, the strong seller's 
market started to normalize. The number of 
active listings tripled, prices flattened, and 
the average home started selling for just below 
the asking price. Home builders began to have 
spec homes available to purchase. And buyers 
are now regaining hope they can find their 
dream home and make an offer without giving 
up their right to negotiate. 

As we head into 2022, don't expect the 
pendulum to keep swinging all the way to 
a buyer's market. Maricopa typically sees a 
higher demand for home sales in spring and 
early summer, so prices will likely continue to 
rise — gradually. Just don't bet on your home's 
equity going up $100,000 again in 2022. 

Real estate  
recap
BY DAYV MORGAN
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HOME

K HOVNANIAN® HOMES IS PLEASED to 
announce a new phase of single-family 
homes within an established, master-
planned community featuring gorgeous 

homes and amazing amenities.  Situated along a 
serene waterway and golf course, The Lakes at 
Rancho El Dorado offers five breathtaking home 
designs with up to 5 bedrooms, an optional 6th 
bedroom, 3 baths and approximately 2,548 sq. ft. 
of living space. 

Priced from the upper $300s, homebuyers 
can choose from a collection of homes to 
accommodate all stages of life.  Convenient 
single-story homes offer bright spacious 
floorplans and ample storage, while 2-story 
homes feature versatile loft space and a laundry 
room on the second floor.  Design selections 
include elegant kitchens with sleek granite 
countertops, spacious islands and stainless steel 
appliances.  Luxurious baths feature executive 
height vanities and Moen® chrome bath fixtures. 
Each home has 9’ ceilings on the first floor, 8’ 
ceilings on the second and ceramic flooring 
throughout, except at bedrooms. Homeowners 
can enjoy the outdoors with a covered patio and 

fully-fenced backyard.  The Extra Suite featured 
in our Vision home design is ideal for guests or 
multi-generational living.

In addition to spacious and elegant homes, 
The Lakes at Rancho El Dorado includes 
amazing amenities where families can thrive.  
Just steps from your door is a tranquil green 
space for you to roam and relax.  Take in the 
pristine scenery of the community lake on one 
of the many walking trails. Play a round at The 
Duke Golf Course or a pick-up game at the 
community basketball court. Gather with family 
and meet up with new friends at the barbecue 
area and playground for good outdoor fun. Live 
your best life and build lasting memories with 
new friendships. 

Located just 35 miles south of Phoenix, 
traveling is a breeze with easy access to I-10 
and I-8. Enjoy a picturesque location with 
local conveniences nearby and elevate your 
living with a new home at The Lakes at Rancho 
El Dorado.

Visit and tour our two model homes, the 
Parade II and Victory located at 40290 West 
Chambers Road, Maricopa, AZ. 

New single-family homes now selling 
at The Lakes at Rancho El Dorado

DISCLAIMER:
The Lakes at Rancho El Dorado is offered by K. 
Hovnanian at Rancho El Dorado, LLC. Prices subject 
to change without notice. ©2021 K. Hovnanian 
Great Western Homes, LLC. K. Hovnanian Arizona 
Operations, LLC. ROC 188563. ©2021 K. Hovnanian 
Arizona New GC, LLC, an Arizona limited liability 
company. ROC 277023. See a Sales Consultant for full 
details. Equal Housing Opportunity.

\Hovnanian Enterprises, Inc., founded in 1959 by 
Kevork S. Hovnanian, is headquartered in Matawan, 
New Jersey and, through its subsidiaries, is one of 
the nation's largest homebuilders with operations 
in Arizona, California, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, 
Illinois, Maryland, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Washington, D.C. and 
West Virginia. The Company's homes are marketed 
and sold under the trade name K. Hovnanian Homes. 
Additionally, the Company's subsidiaries, as developers 
of K. Hovnanian's® Four Seasons communities, make 
the Company one of the nation's largest builders of 
active lifestyle communities.

Additional information on Hovnanian Enterprises, 
Inc. can be accessed through the "Investor Relations" 
section of the Company website at https://www.khov.
com. To be added to Hovnanian's investor e-mail list, 
please send an e-mail to IR@khov.com or sign up at 
https://www.khov.com. 
 

  888-779-1637
Khov.com/TheLakes 
Smith Enke Road & Chase Drive

SPONSORED CONTENT
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WHEN IT’S TIME TO SELL OR 
invest in a home, Maricopans have 
a unique opportunity to benefit 
from using a local agent who is so 

committed to selling a home that he’s willing to 
pay out of his own pocket for improvements. 
Dayv Morgan of HomeSmart Success offers to 
cover the costs of renovating and updating a 
home before putting it on the market, in order 
to increase its value and marketability.

All homes experience wear-and-tear over 
the years, and Dayv counters that by installing 
new carpet, fresh paint and even full kitchen 
remodels when necessary. The selling price can 
then be increased to cover, and usually exceed, 
the cost of the improvements.  

“Move-in ready homes sell much faster 
and for a significantly higher amount.” he 
commented. “When a buyer walks into a home 
that looks and feels like it was just built, because 
it has new paint, flooring, and appliances, they 
will pay a premium.”  

Dayv, who sells over 100 homes annually, 
advised that such improvements not only help 
the seller make more money but also benefit 
the buyer as well. “Most buyers in Maricopa 
don’t have the money, after they buy a house, 
to fix it up. They would much rather pay a 
slightly higher price and finance the upgrades 
through the mortgage. If they paid $10,000 for 

improvements and put it on a credit card they 
would end up paying 14 to 18 percent interest. 
If that $10,000 is instead done by the seller and 
included in the price of mortgage, now they’re 
only paying 4 or 5 percent.”

The program Dayv developed allows a seller 
to access his pool of preferred contractors, with 
whom he has negotiated reduced fees, or sellers 
can use their own referrals to make the repairs.  
Regardless of who completes the work, he pays 
up front for the improvements and is reimbursed 
from the proceeds of the sale, without charging 
any interest to the seller.

The idea came to him after seeing companies 
like Open Door and HomeVestors “low-ball” 
sellers to buy their home as-is, and then after 
making a few cosmetic improvements they 
would list the home on the MLS and resell it 
for a profit. He was surprised to see how much 
equity owners were giving away by selling their 
home direct to an investor.  As a listing agent he 
created a process that allows sellers to “flip their 
own house” and keep the profit themselves. “It 

doesn’t cost the owners anything out of pocket, 
and it increases their return,” Dayv noted. “It’s 
a win-win for everyone involved — the buyer, 
the seller, myself as the Realtor, and even the 
city of Maricopa as it helps the neighborhood 
values to increase.” 

Dayv Morgan is a Maricopa Realtor and owner 
of HomeSmart Premier. He is a 15-year resident 
of the city.

  480-251-4231  
 DayvMorgan@gmail.com
  NoInvestors.com
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Local Realtor 
pays for  

homeowner 
upgrades

Dayv Morgan takes risk to ensure clients 
sell homes quickly, for maximum value 
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ERHAPS YOU’VE HAD THE 
same experience: onion bulbs 
from the big box stores that 
never develop into the big, dry 

ones like you buy in the grocery store. Here’s 
how to grow your own. 

Choose carefully
Onions can be started from seeds or 
purchased as starter plants. Whether seed 
or plant, the proper choice of onion is 
important. Why? There are short-day onions, 
medium-day onions, and long-day onions. 
So, gardeners must consider where they 
live. The short-day onion grows best in the 
Arizona central desert because they grow 
here during the winter when days are shorter. 

Bulbs or plants purchased from big box 
stores are usually not short-day growers, so 
ordering online is best. One reliable source I 
use for plants is Dixondale Farms.

Growing seeds are more challenging and 
must be started indoors six to eight weeks 
before planting outdoors, but they are much 
cheaper. For seeds, I have ordered from True 
Leaf Market and Baker Creek Heirloom Seed.

Planting and watering
For the Maricopa area, the recommended 
planting time for onions is around Jan. 1. I 
grow onions in kids’ swimming pools with 
small holes drilled in the bottoms. Fill the 
pool with a rich, loose compost soil. For 
growth nutrition, I put a little bone meal in 
each hole before I plant. 

Plant onions 1 inch deep but no deeper, 
and at least 4 inches apart. Onions like a lot 
of water so get them thoroughly wet after 
planting. Onions roots also aren’t deep, 
so keep the soil at the base slightly damp. 
Mulching to retain water will help keep onions 

from drying out. I usually water every other 
day and recommend a drip system rather than 
overhead watering, which can cause disease. 
Water more as you get closer to harvest. When 
the onions start falling over, stop watering. Let 
the soil dry out before harvesting.

Fertilize?
Some sources say to fertilize with ammonium 
sulfate every 3-4 weeks, but I use bone meal 

and a good compost soil and that works well 
for me. But if you choose to fertilize, stop 
when the ground starts to crack and the 
onions begin to push the soil away so you can 
see the bulb starting.  

Harvest
When the onions turn brown and yellow and 
fall over, it’s time to harvest. To prevent rot, 
onions typically would be dried, or cured, in 
a field but it’s too hot in Arizona. I put them 
on bread racks and dry them maybe 2-3 
weeks indoors until the tops are dry. Then I 
put them in a cool, dark place to store. 

Even in the Arizona desert, onions are easy 
to grow and tasty to eat, so give them a try. 

Reba Cook is a Master Gardener. 

 InMaricopa.com/Columnists

Growing onions 
in the desert?  
No need to cry

BY REBA COOK
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19795 N. Puffin Drive Nov. 24 $660,000$

43945 W. Cowpath Road Dec. 6 $285,000$

This single-story home in Province features an attached casita with private 
entrance and lake views. Formal living and dining rooms are open to family
room featuring a fireplace. The kitchen offers plenty of staggered cabinets, 
center island, gas cooktop, wall ovens, wine rack, granite counters and a huge
walk-in pantry. The guest room with private bath offers lake views as well as the 
Master. The backyard has an extended covered patio, fire pit, built in BBQ,
pool and second firepit near the lake shore. The home sold for $9,000 under
asking price.

The least expensive home sold 
is a single-story in Senita. The 
home features solar, split AC 
system, and on-demand hot 
water heater. The backyard has 
a full covered patio along the 
back of the house, built-in raised 
planters with greenhouse and 
filtered watering system and no 
rear neighbors. The house sold 
for $10,000 under asking price.

Community: Province	
Square feet: 3,142
Price per square foot: $210.06
Days on market: 73

Builder: Engle
Year built: 2006
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 3.5

Community: Senita
Square feet: 1,277
Price per square foot: $223.18
Days on market: 36

Builder: Pulte
Year built: 2005
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 2

2.  21294 N. Sunset Drive, Cobblestone Farms....................................................$600,000
3.  43273 W. Knauss Drive, The Villages...................................................................$560,000
4.  20161 N. Valencia Drive, Tortosa..............................................................................$560,000
5.  41993 W. Sequoia Lane, Province.............................................................................$522,115

2. 41615 W. Caliente Drive, Province.................................................................$294,500
3.  20571 N. Lemon Drop Drive, Province..................................................... $295,000
4.  38134 W. San Alvarez Ave., Rancho Mirage.........................................$296,585
5.  43923 W. Wild Horse Trail, Senita...............................................................$300,000 B
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most expensive HOME SOLD

least expensive HOME SOLD

   

Materials Inc.
Landscaping & Masonary Supplies

Residential • Commercial

(480) 759-6432
rocknroll@gilanet.net
 Mon-Fri 6am - 4pm

Sat 7am - NoonRockNRollMaterials.com

WHERE DO YOU ROCK? 
Best Display Area in the Valley.

Pavers • Granite • Landscape Supplies
Shade Structures • Artifi cial Turf

WE 
DELIVER 

VALLEYWIDE

(520) 509-7948
• Gas Lines
• General Plumbing
• Reverse Osmosis Systems
• Water Heaters
• Water Softeners
• Camera Sewer Lines, Blockages, 

Breaks & Home Inspections
• Electrical Locating
• Gas Line Locating
• Electronic Leak Locating
• Sewer Locating

24-HR Emergency service

HOURS:
Mon-Fri. 8am-5pm
Sat. By appointmentROC# 259533

44400 W. Honeycutt Rd. Suite 106

MyMaricopaPlumber.com

See Us For All Your 
Plumbing Needs

Quality Plumbing At A Fair Price

42798 S. 99th Ave   •   (520) 568-2280    •    MobileEsd.org

Our dedicated 
administration and highly-
qualified teachers provide 

excellent education in 
Maricopa, Arizona.

Our teachers and students enjoy:
• Full-day kindergarten 
• Small class sizes
• Quality programs
• Spanish, PE, and Culinary Classes

As the Mobile Elementary District 
Superintendent, I’m proud of the great  
people and the excellent education we  
provide. We work hard to offer the guidance  
and support our children need to succeed.
 
Teri Romero-Dominguez M.Ed.
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR

Bus service in the city of  
Maricopa and Hidden Valley
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EXCEEDING THE 
CHALLENGE

Steven Day’s self-designed Challenge 
Coin features his quote: “No problems 
in life, just numerous leadership 
and learning opportunities.”

The front of the coin includes:
•	 Coast Guard core values of honor, 

respect and devotion to duty
•	 Port Security Unit and Boat Forces 

pins. Day was commanding 
officer of various units for both.

•	 Day’s E-6 first class rank – to 
remind him where he came from

Family is the focus on the back of 
the coin with these elements:

•	 Coast Guard Reserve core values of 
preparedness, professionalism and 
patriotism circling the Reserve shield

•	 Yeoman, Storekeeper and Damage 
Controlman rates represent the 
118 years of Coast Guard service 
of Day and his two brothers

•	 Crossed pistols honor the Army 
career of his father, who was 
also Chief of Traffic Control 
during the Normandy invasion

•	 An Air Force symbol is for Day’s sister 
and her service both in that branch 
and the Michigan National Guard

•	 An eagle, globe and anchor 
represent Major Sean Leahy, Day’s 
son-in-law. He has completed 
tours in Iraq and Afghanistan 
during a distinguished career.

His own distinguished career, as well as his 
family’s extraordinary service to the country, 
are captured on a Challenge Coin that he 
designed and proudly shares (see sidebar).

Traveling the world
Steven Day went on to serve as a damage 
controlman (maintenance and emergency 
repair specialist). His training and experience 
in the areas of welding, pipefitting, carpentry 
and firefighting led to teaching industrial arts 
on his exit from enlisted service. It was a career 
he enjoyed at the high school level from 1975 to 
1987; he also was an adjunct college professor 
for 25 years. 

Married in 1975 and being in the Reserves 
at the time, wife Shari asked how much longer 
he was going to serve. Day’s goal was to go 20 
years and make chief. 

When Shari pondered, “What if you ever 
get recalled?” Day responded, “That’s not likely 
to happen.”

“But sure enough, I got recalled an awful 
lot,” Day said.

He deployed with the Reserves to several 
destinations:

•	 Jordan in 1985 and 1987
•	 Port of Dammam, Saudi Arabia, in 

support of Operation Desert Shield/
Desert Storm. 

•	 Mauritania, Nigeria, Uganda and South 
Africa, where a museum in Soweto 
(home of Nelson Mandela) reminded 
Day of the racial divide in the southern 
United States.

•	 South Korea, Egypt and Bahrain, while 
in command of a port security unit

“I was fascinated by the different cultures 
and respected all of them,” Day said. “Bahrain 
was a very interesting country. They enjoyed 
life. I called it the Las Vegas of the Middle 
East. Korea was a lot like Wisconsin in the 
geography and there was the tenacity and pride 
of the ROK (Republic of Korea) soldiers.”
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A Journey: Man remembers his climb 
through the ranks of the Coast Guard 

BY TOM SCHUMAN
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HEN MARICOPA RESIDENT 
and retired Coast Guard Rear 
Admiral Steven E. Day discusses 
his lengthy list of military 

achievements, it is with equal parts humility 
and respect for the successes and contributions 
of family members and mentors.

“You understand how people helped you,” 
Day exclaimed. “One of the biggest things I 
ever learned is that humility is the cornerstone 
of leadership.”

The Day family’s giving back begins with 
Steven’s father. Colonel Charles Day entered the 
Army in April 1941 and, five years later, became 
a “bird colonel,” slang for a member of the U.S. 
armed forces with the rank of full colonel, as 
distinct from a lieutenant colonel. (The name 
is taken from the insignia of rank, a depiction 

of an eagle.) A military policeman, he served 
32 years, while also working in the Veterans 
Administration while with the Reserves.

“We’d always address him as Colonel,” Day 
shared. “It was out of respect and a term of 
endearment. Dad always felt everyone who lived 
in this country owed two years of service in 
some form.”

As a high school junior, Day saw his brother, 
Mike, join the Coast Guard in 1966. It was the 
beginning of a career that would last 42 years. 
One year later — on July 17, 1967 — a 17-year-
old Steven followed his older brother, enlisting 
in the sometimes-overlooked branch of the 
military.

“My father was at D-Day (in World War II). 
He went in on day two or three. He always had 
the greatest respect for anyone who went in on 

day one,” Day recalled. “He talked about the 
Rangers taking the point, was impressed with 
their service and said they do their job every 
day. He was the impetus (for my enlistment).”

Despite joining a unit with primarily older 
men who had some college experience, it didn’t 
take long for Day to take an important step 
in his development. Heeding brother Mike’s 
advice to keep ears open and mouth shut 
during boot camp, he was nevertheless selected 
by the chief quartermaster as master of arms. 
This was after three others had been dismissed 
from the role in the first few weeks of training.

“The thing he (Harry K. Schneider) did was 
instill confidence in me,” Day affirmed. “He gave 
me that first leadership and learning opportunity. 
He pushed me out of my comfort zone, and that’s 
what I needed. I never forgot that.”

Steven Day served in Mauritania, Nigeria, 
Uganda and South Africa. He served in 
Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm and was 
deployed to South Korea, Egypt and Bahrain, 
while commanding a port security unit.
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Day was involved when port security units 
were formed in 1984 in Key West, Florida. 

“Now permanent, port security units are 
97% manned by reservists. It was the best job 
in the world,” he proclaimed. “I was fortunate 
enough to serve on three and command two.”

Typical training exercises and deployments 
might last 20 days with about 120 members in 
a unit. Operation Desert Storm was another 
story, marking the first time since World War 
II that the Coast Guard Reserve had been 
called up to active duty. That call came in 
August 1990, the day after Saddam Hussein 
invaded Kuwait. 

Day’s unit was in the Middle East a month 
later. “The big thing was the uncertainty,” he 
recalled. “We weren’t sure when we were going 
to go home.”

It turned out to be a nine-month tour.

Reaching the pinnacle
The intriguing assignments continued. In 
2003, in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom, Day was deployed to the National 
Military Command Center in the Pentagon, 
where “you can walk every floor and learn 
something historic.”

In 2007, 40 years to the day after he enlisted, 
Day received a phone call informing him he 
had been selected to the Flag Corps (officers 
authorized to fly their flags under appropriate 
conditions). The word came from Admiral 
Thad Allen — he had served with Mike Day 
— who was commandant of the Coast Guard.

“I’m not an Academy grad and had come 
up through the ranks,” Steven Day noted. 
“I’m proud of my 12 years as enlisted and the 
Good Conduct Medal that came out of that. 
It’s important to not forget where you came 
from.”

Day’s additional decorations include 
the Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of 

Merit, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, 
three Meritorious Service Medals, three 
Joint Defense Commendation Medals, 
two Coast Guard Commendation Medals, 
Navy Commendation Medal, Coast Guard 
Achievement Medal and a Joint Defense 
Achievement Medal.

He particularly enjoyed the service with 
other branches of the military. In addition, for 
someone who says he never dreamed of going 
to college, he earned associate, bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in addition to taking part in 
courses at the Naval War College, Army War 
College, Harvard and MIT. 

“We have the most educated military 
in the world,” Day said. He appreciates the 
strong support he received from his various 
private sector employers and advocates for the 
important work of ESGR (Employer Support 
of the Guard and Reserve).

“We (in the Guard and Reserves) choose to 
have two careers. (In those cases) employers 
get a heck of a great employee.”

Coming to Maricopa
Day’s service was not yet complete. In 2010, 
he was recalled as part of disaster response to 
both the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the 

Gulf of Mexico and the Haitian earthquake. 
In 2012, he was preparing to retire before 
being assigned to Coast Guard Headquarters 
as director of Reserve and Military Personnel 
Policy — the first reserve flag officer to 
permanently serve in that role.

On a trip to Los Angeles and Hawaii to 
visit units, he and Shari stopped in Maricopa 
to see Day’s sister and brother-in-law. They 
bought a home in Province in August 2012. A 
few months later, Day was asked to remain in 
the post another year. The couple eventually 
came to Maricopa together in 2014 and have 
wintered here since.

“We’re in Wisconsin in the summertime. 
Our three granddaughters are a mile 
away,” Day shared. Two grandsons are in 
Pennsylvania, where his son-in-law works and 
is now a major in the Marine Corps Reserve as 
part of an ongoing 30-year career.

“I love being in Province. People who 
know me will find me on the tennis court 
in the morning and there are socialization 
opportunities if you want to take advantage 
of them,” he said. “The city of Maricopa is 
unbelievable. There appears to be a great 
understanding, respect and appreciation for 
the city and what it is trying to do. 

As a high school junior, 
Steven Day saw his brother, 
Mike, join the Coast Guard 
in 1966. It was the beginning 
of a career that would 
last 42 years. One year 
later — on July 17, 1967 — a 
17-year-old Steven followed 
his older brother, enlisting in 
the sometimes-overlooked 
branch of the military.

“I’m proud of my 
12 years as enlisted 

and the Good 
Conduct Medal that 

came out of that. 
It’s important to 
not forget where 
you came from.”

STEVEN DAY
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Improved cancer care,  
enhanced services… New name.

Our physicians have deep roots in the Casa 
Grande area, delivering innovative cancer 
care in your community. Offering advanced 
treatments and a variety of services  
including surgery, medical oncology and 
radiation oncology. 
 
•  On-site laboratory services
•  In-house pathology 
•  Home delivery of oral cancer medications
•  Care management team for patient support
 
We’re transforming oncology to better meet 
the needs of those we care for and the 
communities we serve. 

PinalCancerSurgery.com  |  Formerly Alliance Cancer Care and Alliance Surgery Arizona

Carlos E.  
Arce-Lara, MD

Ramon 
Mourelo, MD

Cancer Clinic 
1876 E. Sabin Dr., Suite 10 
Casa Grande, AZ 85122  

P (520) 836-9800 

Surgery Clinic 
1281 E. Cottonwood Lane 
Casa Grande, AZ 85122 

P (520) 876-0416

Proud to serve 
patients at our two 

locations:

Premium Furniture • Home Decor • Rugs
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm
Sun 10am-6pm
LinaFurnishings.com

4711 East Ray Road 
Ahwatukee

1487 North Dysart Road   
Avondale

5870 W. Bell Road
Glendale

HIRING 
Sales 

Associates

 OVER 40,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM
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Senior dental 
health and why  
it’s important

BY AL BRANDENBURG

T HE HOLIDAYS ARE OVER AND 
we all probably put on a few 
pounds as well as made New 
Years resolutions that most 

of us won’t keep. But in the new year we 
should reassess what we do to keep up our 
health. Taking care of your teeth and gums is 
important throughout your life but advancing 
age can put seniors more at risk for a variety 
of dental issues. Conditions like arthritis 

might make it difficult to practice good dental 
hygiene daily, or memory loss may cause some 
seniors to forget to brush and floss. Changes in 
the mouth can lead to other health problems 
for some of the elderly population. However, 
with the proper care and regular visits to the 
dentist, it’s possible for your teeth and gums to 
stay in great condition as you age. Some of the 
common issues seniors face when it comes to 
oral hygiene include:

•	 Cavities and root decay. Older adults 
often face more cavities and decay on the 
root surfaces of the teeth. Root decay is 
common as the roots become exposed when 
the gum tissue recedes from the tooth.

•	 Darkened teeth. Usually caused by 
changes in dentin, the bone-like tissues 
under the tooth enamel, as well as years of 
consuming foods and drinks that can stain 
the teeth. Also, sometimes the enamel can 
thin, causing the darker yellow dentin to be 
revealed.

•	 Increased sensitivity. As your gums 
recede over time, areas of the teeth not 
protected by enamel become exposed and 
can be sensitive to hot, cold sweet or sour 
foods. Sometimes, sensitivity is a sign of a 
cracked tooth or a cavity.

•	 Dry mouth. One of the most common oral 
health issues in seniors is dry mouth, and 
it usually occurs due to medication side 
effects that reduce saliva flow.

•	 Decreased sense of taste. Another 
common medication side effect that seniors 
face is a diminished sense of taste. Certain 
oral diseases or dentures can also affect our 
sense of taste.

First of all, the most important senior dental 
care tip to maintain good oral health is to visit 
your dentist twice every year. At your exam, 
discuss any issues you may be experiencing; 
if you’ve noticed any changes in your teeth 
or gums, any increased sensitivity or loose 
teeth, pain, discomfort, bleeding or sores. 
Secondly, brush your teeth twice each day, 
especially after meals and before bedtime. 
Use a toothpaste with fluoride, as it provides 
extra protection against dental decay. Also at 
bedtime, make sure to floss your teeth and rinse 
with an antiseptic mouthwash to help reduce 
bacteria that cause plaque and gum disease. 
Quit tobacco use and limit alcohol, as these 
substances increase the risk for periodontal 
disease and throat or oral cancers. For those of 
you who remember the TV commercial, Bucky 
Beaver says Brusha, Brusha, Brusha with your 
favorite toothpaste (OK it’s Ipana)…Keep 
smiling and stay healthy. 

Al Brandenburg is a member of the Maricopa 
Senior Coalition.

Sources:  mouthhealthy.org, asccare.com,  

AARP, cdc.gov/oralhealth
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520.868.6180520.868.6180

Maricopa’s
Full-Service

G L A S S
Company

ROC 222193 CR65 *  Licensed *  Bonded *  Insured *  Master Auto Glass Techs

www.LizardHG.com

Home
• Dual Panes (Insulated Glass)
• Fogged Windows
• Single Pane Windows
• Window Repairs/Replacements
• Window Retrofi ts
• Custom Shower Doors/Enclosures
• Multi-Slide Patio Doors
• Enclosed Patios
• Table Tops
• Shelves
• Mirrors

Business
• Mirrors
• Transaction Windows
• Desk Tops
• Display Cabinets
• Entrance Doors
• Mail Slots
• Store Fronts

Auto
• Window Replacement
• Windshield Repair
• RVs
• Luxury Vehicles
• Heavy Equipment
• Insurance Accepted
• Mobile Service

Service At A Higher Level

Over
25 years
experience

Let us
SHOW YOU

what service 
SHOULD be!
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Seniors should 
enjoy the fruits of 

their life’s labor
BY JOAN KOCZOR

A

SENIORS

s 

WE BEGIN THE NEW YEAR IT 
might be a good time to re-think 
our priorities.

Several articles focusing on 
… between age 65 and death give axioms of 
how we should re-think our “Golden Years”. 
Some of the suggestions you may find thought 
provoking. Others you may not agree with.

Use the money you’ve saved up. Use it and 
enjoy it. Stop worrying about the financial 

situation of your children and grandchildren. 
Don’t feel bad spending your money on 
yourself. You’ve taken care of them for many 
years, and you’ve taught them what you could. 
You gave them an education, food, shelter and 
support. The responsibility is now theirs to earn 
their own money.

Adapt a healthy lifestyle. Do moderate 
exercise like walking every day. More ambitious 
join a health club. Eat well and get sufficient 
rest. Stay in good shape and be aware of your 
medical and physical needs. As we age it seems 
easier to become sick, and more difficult to 
remain healthy.  Keep in touch with your 
doctor, do tests even when you’re feeling well. 
Stay informed.

We experience pain and discomfort more as 
we get older. Try not to dwell on them but accept 
them as a part of the cycle of life we’re all going 
through. Minimize them in your mind. They are 
not who you are, they are something that life 
added to you. If they become your entire focus, 
you lose sight of the person you used to be.

Don’t stress over the little things. You’ve 
already overcome so much in your life. You 

have good memories and bad ones, but the 
important thing is the present. Don’t let the past 
drag you down and don’t let the future frighten 
you. Feel good in the now. Small issues will 
soon be forgotten.

Laugh a lot. Remember, you are one of the 
lucky ones. You managed to have a life, a long 
one. Many never get to this age, never get to ex-
perience a full life. But you did. So, what’s not to 
laugh about? Find the humor in your situation.

Have pride in yourself and what you’ve 
achieved. Your history, your memories and 
the life you’ve lived so far. There’s still much to 
be written. Don’t waste time thinking about 
what others might think. Now is the time to 
sit back and enjoy.  Be at peace and as happy 
as you can be!

Mark Twain may have said it best; “Life 
would be infinitely happier if we could only 
be born at the age of eighty and gradually 
approach eighteen.” 

Chattanoogan.com
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Is there really  
no need?

BY RON SMITH

H APPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE!  
I’m hoping that many of you 
spent some quality time with 
family and friends.

There are many components to aging 
well.  The final third of our life can be a 
very rewarding opportunity to focus on our 
interests/hobbies or even explore different 
directions.  

Surveys have repeatedly identified a strong 
desire by the majority of people to live in their 
current homes as long as possible as they age. 
This choice is becoming more possible with 
the growth of the home care industry that can 
provide a wide range of services.  

Although increased support services help 
to age in place, the housing industry continues 
to build houses that are not readily adaptable 
to changing needs.  Even 55+ communities 
tend not to include the features that make a 
house adaptable.  They promote the lifestyle 
amenities, such as, pickle ball courts, tennis 
courts, spas, pools, workout rooms, etc. that 
are desired by home buyers, but they do not 
provide the value-added adaptability features 
needed in the physical structure of the home.

Retirement starts out well, but the 
creaking joints, knee replacements, trips and 
falls, walkers, knee scooters and wheelchairs 
come along faster than we think. Vision 
starts to change. Visiting friends who may be 
experiencing the effects of aging can’t easily 
get through our front door or down our halls.  
Initially these are infrequent inconveniences, 
but eventually the “crisis” comes.  The crisis 
was likely generated by a fall, since falls are the 
leading source of injury or death to seniors.  

Now, simple mobility around your home 
is a big problem.  Your physical therapist 
recommends a walker or a wheel chair.  
Hopefully, you have a zero-step threshold 
at your front entrance and your wheel chair 
can pass through all of your doorways.  

Chances are good that you don’t have these 
accessibility features and will have to consider 
modifications to your home.  Features that 
could have been built into your house at the 
time of construction at a small cost will now 
cost big dollars.  In 55+ communities, this 
failure to anticipate future needs is almost 
criminal because we know that the need for 
such accommodations is inevitable.

A design concept called Universal Design 
was introduced nearly 30 years ago.  Universal 
Design creates promotes accessibility and 
usability, allowing people with all levels of ability 
to live independently to the greatest extent 
possible. Using these concepts, some builders 
started designing homes that could easily 
address changing needs when they occurred.  

If designed properly, all doorways and 
hallways can be comfortably navigated. 
Bathrooms will be slightly more spacious 
and make wheelchair access a breeze. Flat 
thresholds can be easily incorporated into 
the initial design. Changes made to framing 
are much more difficult in a retrofit and 
are a major expense that could have been 
avoided. Many other small changes, such as 

the placement of light switches and outlets or 
improved lighting are also easily done at the 
time of construction.

Interestingly, home builders in Arizona 
say there is no need to incorporate these 
features because there is no demand from 
their home buyers. Why might this be true?  
First, planning for the future is not a natural 
activity for many people.  Second, at the time 
of retirement, our focus is generally on all 
the exciting plans that we have made. Unless 
you have had a prior experience with a family 
member who has had to live with accessibility 
and mobility issues, you are unlikely to 
consider such potential issues when buying 
your own retirement home.  

Hopefully, our understanding of the 
benefits of living in a more adaptable home 
will encourage home builders in the future 
to offer a better designed product for our 
community.  Remember, 10,000 people turn 
65 every day! 

Ron Smith is an aging-in-place advocate, a 
Certified Aging in Place Specialist (CAPS) and 
a Certified Living in Place Professional (CLIPP).

Dr. Alex StewartDr. C. Jon Beecroft Dr. Kelvin Crezee

(520) 494-1090

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 126
Just south of ACE Hardware

MFAAC.com

Maricopa Foot 
& Ankle Center

(480) 893-1090
15810 S. 45th St., Suite190

Just south of Chandler Blvd.

AHWFAC.com  

Ahwatukee Foot & Ankle Center

Second location

• Ankle & Foot Surgery
• Athletic Injuries
• Bunions & Bone Spurs
• Ingrown Toenails
• Plantar Fasciitis
• Sprains & Fractures
• Varicose Veins Treatment
• Warts

This ad could be yours for 
about 2¢ per household.

(520) 568-0040 
Advertising@InMaricopa.com
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ACCOUNTING
CS CPA Group Taxes & Accounting
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite 110
520-568-3303
CSCPAGroup.com

ADVERTISING

Maricopa. Delivered.
44400 W. Honeycutt Road, Suite 101

520-568-0040
InMaricopa.com/Advertising

AESTHETICIAN 

41600 W. Smith Enke Road
Bldg 14, Suite 3

(520) 464-6193
MaricopaWellnessCenter.com

Schedule a 
free evaluation 
– By Appt Only

AIR CONDITIONING

(520) 497-6262
info@brewersac.com

BrewersAC.com

EST 1982

Felix Appliance Heating & Air
520-462-5302
FelixApplianceRepair.net
 

Quality service at a fair price

Fully licensed and bonded
ROC#294841

• Service and Repair
• Replacement
• New Home Construction
• Free Estimates

520-213-5021

ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE

975 E Riggs Road | Ste 3
Chandler

(480) 857-5999
 

4802 E Ray Road | Ste 3
Ahwatukee

(480) 581-8111

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

(520) 568-2224 • MaricopaAnimalHospital.com
20035 N. John Wayne Pkwy

Call for an appointment!

APPLIANCE REPAIR/SALES

(520) 462-5302

FelixApplianceRepair.net

COOLING, HEATING, 
APPLIANCE REPAIR 
AND INDOOR AIR 

QUALITY

Military and Senior Discount
ROC#330229 ROC#322603

8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday – Friday

Local and Dependable
520-635-2400

MrAppliance.com

ATTORNEY 

Angel A. Raymond, Esq., Managing Attorney

44400 W. Honeycutt Road, Suite 110
Offi ce@AARaymondLaw.com

(520) 208-2274 • AARaymondLaw.com

• WILLS/LIVING TRUSTS/POWERS OF ATTORNEY

Call to set a meeting at our Maricopa offi ce 
(480) 345-7032

BresnehanLaw.com

• PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

AFFORDABLE

4
Maricopa Historical 
Society meeting
5 p.m., Redwood Room
Maricopa Library & Cultural Center
18160 N. Maya Angelou Drive

7
MOPS – A Group for Moms
9 a.m., Copper Sky
44345 W. MLK Jr. Blvd.

8
The Maricopa Market 
Craft & Vendor Fair
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
17760 N. Regent Drive

10
Maricopa Planning & Zoning 
Commission meeting
6 p.m., City Hall 
39700 W. Civic Center Plaza

Friends of the Library meeting
5:30 p.m., Maricopa Library 
and Cultural Center
18160 N. Maya Angelou Drive

12
MUSD Governing Board meeting 
6:30 p.m., Maricopa Unified 
School District Office 
44150 W. Maricopa-
Casa Grande Hwy.

14
Copa Glow Night Market
6-10 p.m., Copper Sky Regional Park
45345 W. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd.

18
Maricopa City Council meeting
7 p.m., City Hall 
39700 W. Civic Center Plaza

Stephen Forester in Concert
7 p.m., Maricopa 
Community Church
44977 W. Hathaway Road

22
The Maricopa Market 
Craft Fair
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
17760 N. Regent Drive

28
MOPS – A Group for Moms
9 a.m., Copper Sky
44345 W. MLK Jr. Blvd.

30
Craguns in Concert
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m., Maricopa 
Community Church
44977 W. Hathaway Road

Sundays
Narcotics Anonymous
7-9 p.m., Maricopa 
Community Church
44977 W. Hathaway Road

Mondays
Narcotics Anonymous
7-9 p.m., Maricopa 
Community Church
44977 W. Hathaway Road

Alcoholics Anonymous
6-7 p.m., Community 
of Hope Church
45295 W. Honeycutt Ave.

Tuesdays
Maricopa Cruise-in
5-9 p.m., Walmart parking 
lot, near McDonald’s
41650 W. Maricopa-
Casa Grande Hwy.

Alcoholics Anonymous
6:30 p.m., Mt. View 
Community Church
50881 W. Papago Road

Celebrate Recovery 
Small Group Meeting 
5-9 p.m., Maricopa 
Community Church
44977 W. Hathaway Ave.

Wednesdays
Alcoholics Anonymous
7 p.m., Mt. View Community Church
50881 W. Papago Road

Al-Anon – New Beginnings
10 a.m., Maricopa Library 
& Cultural Center
18160 N. Maya Angelou Drive

Thursdays
Maricopa Police Cadets meeting
6 p.m., Maricopa High School
45012 W. Honeycutt Ave.

Teen Support Group
6:30 p.m., Northern Lights 
Therapy, PLLC
21300 N. John Wayne 
Parkway, Ste. 103

Narcotics Anonymous
7 p.m., Maricopa 
Community Church
44977 W. Hathaway Road

Fridays
Al-Anon – Strength & Home AFG
7 p.m., Community of Hope 
45295 W. Honeycutt Ave.

Alcoholics Anonymous
7 p.m., Mt. View Community Church
50881 W. Papago Road

ALL EVENTS ARE TENTATIVE

For details on these and other local events — and to list your own — visit 
InMaricopa.com/Calendar. 8

calendar 01.22

21164 N. John Wayne Parkway, Maricopa

Kitchen Open: 11am-11pm; Lounge: 11am-2am

520-568-6077
NativeGrillAndWings.com

Also fi nd coupons 
at InMaricopa.com/

Coupons

    $5 OFF $25

Must present coupon at time of purchase. 
Not valid with any other offer.

Valid only at Maricopa location. 
Does not include alcohol, tax, or gratuity. 

Expires 1/31/22.

 $11.99
18” 1 TOPPING PIZZA

  $21.99
Must present coupon at time of purchase. 

Not valid with any other offer. 
Valid only at Maricopa location. 

Expires 1/31/22.

20 WINGS
Must present coupon at time of purchase. 

Not valid with any other offer. 
Valid only at Maricopa location. 

Expires 1/31/22.

GET $5 OFF ANY PURCHASE 
OF $25 OR MORE!

NATIVE YOUR SPOT

FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES

MAKE

InMaricopa.com/Advertising 

“Our new business saw growth six 
months ahead of projections in the fi rst 
90 days due to the exposure created 
by InMaricopa. InMaricopa provides 
top-quality products and incredible, 
hands-on service. Our partnership with 
InMaricopa is the best decision I have 
made for my new company!”
-Genevieve Rodriquez
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EQUIPMENT RENTAL 

Tractors | Combines | Hay Tools

Parts | Service | Sales 

480-725-7131 empireag.com

FITNESS

We welcome you to the 
City of Maricopa!

44345 W. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
(520) 316-4600
CopperSkyMaricopa.com

COMCSRC

®

JUDGMENT FREE ZONE

20595 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 400
(520) 666-2300

PlanetFitness.com

OPEN 24/7
FREE FITNESS 
TRAINING
2000 LOCATIONS

FLOORING 

Express Flooring
(520) 487-1393

Free In-Home Estimates 
on Floor and Installation

We Bring The Store To Your Door!

Contact us for your  
FREE virtual estimate

        (520) 840-0050
CustomFlooringAz.com

RIVAS
FLOOR COVERING LIMITED

QUALITY PRODUCTS • INSTALLATION • REPAIRS

Francisco (Frankie) Rivas Cortez
rivasfl oorco@gmail.com
520-560-1158 ROC# 335486

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FUNERALS

Serving families while 
honoring traditions.

44400 W. Honeycutt Road, Suite 102
520-836-8041

JWarrenFuneral.com 
Family owned & operated

FURNITURE
Lina Home Furnishings
4711 East Ray Road
Ahwatukee
LinaFurnishings.com

GARAGE DOORS
Iconic Garage Door Services
520-416-4220

GLASS

•GLASS •WINDOWS
•CUSTOM SHOWER DOORS

(520) 582-4176
FiveStarGlazing.com

LICENSED � BONDED � INSURED � ROC# 325447

FIVE STAR GLAZING

Mobile Repair Service:
• Cracked Windshield
• Chipped Windshield
• Windshield Replacement

(520) 568-3933 • ImpactWindshield.com

Service At A Higher Level
AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS

ROC 222193 CR65 
★ Licensed ★ Bonded ★ Insured 

★ Master Auto Glass Techs

520-868-6180 ★ LizardHG.com

W INDOW T INTING 
  by Rosie

• Mobile Service
• Residential

• Auto
• Commercial

ROSIE CHAPARRO

1790 N. Pinal Avenue • Casa Grande
(520) 705-6263

WindowTintingByRosie.com
Licensed & Insured • Credit Cards Accepted
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 Aquarium Design for Home/O� ice
 Aquarium Maintenance

CHAD DUPZYK 
(520) 200-1506

AUTOMOTIVE PARTS/REPAIR/
SERVICES

12501 N. Murphy Rd.
(520) 252-3566

We Do It All! • Not Just Street Bikes
Performance Engine Building

Quality Craftsmanship • Certifi ed

info@apcycle.com
APCycle.com

WELCOME TO YOUR

Casa Grande
1275 E. Florence Blvd. Suite 6

520-421-1111
batteriesplus.com

BATTERY, BULB, PHONE 
REPAIR & KEY SERVICE

DESTINATION!

Hidden ValleyHidden Valley
Auto PartsAuto Parts

Since 1961

★ USED AUTO PARTS ★
WE BUY JUNK CARSWE BUY JUNK CARS

53501 W. Jersey Drive • 520-568-2945
HiddenValleyAutoParts.com

Family Owned & Operated

We won’t be undersold by our competition!

(520) 779-5300
19945 N John Wayne Pkwy

Iconictire.com

*Please note: Not all services are o� ered at every Ji� y Lube® service center. Please call ahead to ensure the service you are looking for is available.

 YOU CAN DO MORE IN A JIFFY.™

Ji� y Lube Signature 
Service® Oil Change

Air Conditioning Services

Air Filtration Services

Battery Maintenance 
& Replacement

Brake Services

Cooling System Services

Drivetrain Services

Fuel System Cleaning
Service

Light Replacement

Serpentine Belt Service

Suspension Services

Tire Rotation Services

Transmission Services

Windshield Services

WE DO MORE THAN JUST

OIL CHANGES

JL_PRFMultiServicePoster_MECH.indd   1 5/16/19   3:49 PM

42100 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.
(520) 635-6257

www.jiffylubearizona.com

No Appointment Necessary!
Call for hours of operation.

$1999
Jiffy Lube Signature Service® Oil Change

Service includes up to 5 quarts of Service Pro® Synthetic Blend Motor Oil (5w20 or 5w30) 
and multi point inspection. Most vehicles. Other brands of oil available at additional charge. 
Shop fees apply. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Coupon Required. Valid at all 
Phoenix Metro Valley Locations. Exp. 6/30/2020                                             CODE: 3842SP

All Phoenix Metro Jiffy Lubes are locally owned by the Bové family. Jiffy Lube, the Jiffy Lube design mark and Jiffy Lube Signature 
Service® are registered trademarks of Jiffy Lube International, Inc. ©2020 Jiffy Lube International, Inc.

No Appointment Necessary!
Call for hours of operation

42100 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.

(520) 635-6257
JiffyLubeArizona.com

BICYCLE REPAIR & SERVICES 

19756 N John Wayne Parkway, Suite 109
(520) 200-7584

ArizonaBikeGarage.com

Bicycle sales, 
parts and 

service

CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. John Donohue DC, CCSP, FIAMA, MUA, GIC, CMVI

Auto, Sports 
& Family Care

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 109 
520-494-7788 • MaricopaChiropractor.com

CHURCH

Pinal County Cowboy Church

PinalCountyCowboyChurch.com

Pastor Tim Pruit
18171 W Hopi Dr, Casa Grande
(520) 560-2639

Meeting at Leading Edge Academy
18700 N. Porter Road

(520) 485-7962
PropelChurchAz.com
Download our app:  Propel Church AZ

SUNDAY 
SERVICE

10:00 am

CITY COUNCIL
Vote for Vincent Manfredi
602-373-9996
VincentManfredi.com

CLEANING — RESIDENTIAL 

(571) 245-0546 or (571) 264-7710 
    FamilyMattersHouse@gmail.com

FamilyMattersHouseCleaning.com

Call/Text 
for 

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Reliable, 
Ethical, 

Honorable & 
Affordable

ULTIMATE HEALTHY 
HOME SERVICE.

(602) 805-0300 • MAIDS.COM
Text “Quote” to

(800) 843-6243

CONCRETE

SALT RIVER CONCRETE LLC

• Sidewalks
• Pool Deck
• Acid stain
• Patios

• Flagstone 
• Concrete
   resurfacing
• Driveways

ROC # 
257673

480-560-7514 • SaltRiverConcrete.com

CONVENIENCE STORE

Vekol Market

Breakfast & Lunch 
Served Daily!

Open 6 a.m. M-F and 
8 a.m. Sat. & Sun.

47021 W. Farrell Road
520-568-1654

COPY SERVICES/SHIPPING
The UPS Store #5140
20987 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite B-104
502-568-5712
TheUpsStore.com 

DAYCARE/ PRESCHOOL 
Little Lilies Home Daycare
Licensed Home Childcare 2-12
602-461-2693

16540 N. Porter Road
(520) 423-9383

DENTISTS / ORTHODONTIST

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway • Unit 117
(520) 316-6111

TreasuredSmilesChildrensDentistry.com

DRYER VENT CLEANING
Mr. Appliance of Maricopa
520-635-2400
MrAppliance.com

ELECTRICIAN

Commercial and Residential 
Electrical Contractor

Call ME at
(602) 396-8209
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

ROC 271982

Locally Owned and Operated Franchise 
Lic# 149003, 149004

24 Hour Emergency Service
Residential & Commercial

(520) 216-5648
MrElectric.com/Phoenix-Metro

EMERGENCY SERVICES
Maricopa Fire Department 
520-568-3333

Maricopa Police Department 
520-316-6800

Poison Control
800-222-1222

ENTERTAINMENT
Arizona Renaissance Festival
Arizona.RenFestInfo.com

PLAY FOR ALL.
HARRAHSAKCHIN.COM

Must be 21 years of age or older to gamble. Know When To Stop Before You Start®.
Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-522-4700 or 1-800-NEXT STEP.

©2021 Caesars License Company, LLC.

PLAY FOR ALL.

(520) 568-5712

• Printing• Printing
• Mailboxes• Mailboxes
• More!• More!

Located in the “Fry’s Marketplace Plaza”

   

 20987 N John Wayne Pkwy, Suite B104

PACKING PACKING 
SHIPPINGSHIPPING

Notary Available Notary Available 
all Hours with no all Hours with no 
Appointment Needed Appointment Needed 

Holiday hours:
M-F 8am-7pm
Sat. 8am-5pm

Sun. 11am-4pm

25% OFF
FAXING & SCANNING

Valid only at Maricopa store through 1/31/22.

50% OFF
SHREDDING

 
Valid only at Maricopa store through 1/31/22.
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PEST CONTROL

             
             
             
             
             
             
             

   ARIZONA     

          BUG GUYS     

          ArizonaBugGuys.com

Locally Owned 
Pest Control and Bird 

Proofi ng Service.

We Get the Job Done !

ArizonaBugGuys@gmail.com

$35 per spray

PHARMACY

Sun Life Pharmacy
Open to the Public
44572 W. Bowlin Road
520-350-7646
SLFHC.ORG

PHYSICIANS 

21300 N. John Wayne Pkwy., Suite 123

(520) 709-3106
www.AffCard.com

Affi liated Cardiologists
of Arizona

Put your heart in the best hands

Zaher Akkad, M.D., F.A.C.C.

Health Matters
9180 E. Desert Cove
Suite 105 
Scottsdale
480-993-3331
HealthMattersAZ.com

Maricopa Foot and Ankle
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite 126
520-494-1090
MFAAC.com

Pinal Cancer & Surgery Center
Cancer Clinic
1876 E. Sabin Dr.
Suite 10
Casa Grande
520-836-9800

Pinal Cancer & Surgery Center
Surgery Clinic
1281 E. Cottonwood Lane
Casa Grande
520-876-0416

44572 W. Bowlin Road 

(520) 568-2245 • SLFHC.ORG

• Primary Care   • Pediatrics
•  Pharmacy Open to the Public

Sun Life Center for Women
Gynecology - Obstetrics
44765 W. Hathaway Avenue
520-788-6100
SLFHC.org

20046 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 102
520-497-4575 • ZuwaFamilyCare.com

YOUR HEALTH IS YOUR REAL WEALTH

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Victor Moreno Photography
602-723-4338

PLUMBING

koolineplumbingllc@gmail.com
KoolinePlumbing.com

Residential & Commercial
Licensed • Bonded • Insured | AZROC #309317

(602) 920-6000

 

(480) 450-0138
MyEssentialPlumber.com

30 YR Master Plumber • Maricopa Since 2007

NO 
FLAT-RATE 

PRICING

Bonded & Insured

My Maricopa Plumber 
44400 W. Honeycutt
Suite 106
520-509-7948 
MyMaricopaPlumber.com

POWERSPORTS

ATVs • UTVs • Side x Sides • GEM

3151 N. Piper Ave. Suite #119 
Casa Grande 

(520) 836-1971

5365 W. Van Buren St. 
Phoenix 

(602) 272-5551

Two locations to better serve you:

www.icpolaris.com

PRINTING

2450 S 24th Street
Phoenix 85034
(602) 231-8525

   Steve Haire Local Resident

Steve@BenchmarkPrinting.net

BenchmarkPrinting.net

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

• Promotional Products   
• Apparel • Printing • Signage

44400 W. Honeycutt Road, Suite 102
520-568-0040 • Market247365.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Experienced • Reliable • Trustworthy

Brokerage Owners are local Maricopa Residents

(520) 432-0089 • Crestpp@gmail.com
CrestPremierProperties.com

El Dorado Holding, Inc.
602-955-2424
ElDoradoHoldings.net

BUY • SELL • PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

(480) 877-9814 • Office@MoxieRealEstate.com

MoxieRealEstate.com

REALTORS

Carlisto Real Estate Group
(480) 695-3792 • CarlistoTeam.com

Manny Jim JamesAshley

Serving Maricopa since 2005
Brokered by Hague Partners

72SOLDWORKS.COM

Each Offi ce Independently 
Owned and Operated

HarrisAZHomes.com

Sheila Harris
REALTOR®

(602) 309-8923
Sheila@HarrisAZHomes.com

K. Hovnanian Homes
888-779-1637
Khov.com/TheLakes

Maricopa’s #1 Realtor
Dayv Morgan

OWNER, REALTOR��

MaricopaHomeSmart.com

480-251-4231
DayvMorgan@gmail.com

19756 N. John Wayne Pkwy., Suite 100

 
Moxie Real Estate
Bryan Adams
480-877-9814
MoxieRealEstate.com

(480) 703-3316
scook1247@gmail.com

EstrellaGinAz.com

Shane Cook
Commercial Realtor™

Brian Petersheim
REALTOR, ABR, CNE

(602) 206-9644

MaricopaNewHomes.Net
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GOVERNMENT
City of Maricopa
39700 W. Civic Center Plaza
520-568-9098
Maricopa-AZ.gov

HARDWARE

21542 N. John Wayne Parkway
(520) 494-7805

MaricopaAce.com

Delivery and Curbside Pickup Available

HOME IMPROVEMENT

RENOVATIONS
ARICOPA

REMODEL

FLOORING
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS

(520) 895-2672
ROC #294216

LOCALLY OWNED

Weatherproof LLCWeatherproof LLC
(800) 230-5341       (480) 823-1138(800) 230-5341       (480) 823-1138

WeatherproofRoofi ngAndPainting.com
We Fix Roof Leaks!We Fix Roof Leaks!

ROC #317976                                         ROC #317977ROC #317976                                         ROC #317977

★★  Roofi ng – Tile Roof Specialist; Roofi ng – Tile Roof Specialist; 
Shingle, Flat & Foam RoofShingle, Flat & Foam Roofss

★ ★ Exterior House PaintingExterior House Painting

HOSPITALS 

19060 N. John Wayne Parkway
info@ehc24.com

(520) 534-0700
ECHMaricopa.com

OPENING DEC. 2021

HOME LENDING

INSURANCE

14620 W. Maricopa-Casa 
Grande Hwy, Suite 105

(520) 568-2270
TroyMauser@Allstate.com

   /mauseragency
Agents.Allstate.com/

Troy-Mauser-Maricopa-az.html

(520) 350-8436
bburks@HealthMarkets.com

www.HealthMarkets.com/BBurks

Bonita Burks 
Licensed Insurance Agent - AZ

• Medicare
 üAdvantage
 üSupplement Plans
 üPrescription Drug Plans
• Individual Health Insurance

(520) 568-6750 
www.GloriaDSmith.com

 
41704 W Smith Enke Road, Suite 100

Independent Insurance Broker
GLORIA SMITH

• Prescription Plan
• Medicare Supplement

• Medicare Advantage 
Plan (HMO/PPO)

Insurance and 
Consulting Services, LLC

Jamie Brisbin, CPCU
Agent
21300 N. John Wayne Pkwy
Ste 103

(520) 568-0100
JamieBrisbin@sfmaricopa.com

INTERNET

Orbitel Communications
21116 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite B-9
520-568-8890
OrbitelCom.com

LANDSCAPING 

Distinctive Earthscapes, Inc.

6855 N. Overfi eld Rd., Casa Grande
(520) 723-4480

DistinctiveEarthscapesAtTheAvocado.com

OPEN: 
Mon.-Sat.

Donovan's Landscaping LLC
480-250-9732
DonovansLandscaping.com

480-388-9345
PrestigeLandscaping.us

Commercial or Residential
Quality Work • Affordable Prices

Call to schedule a consultation

Licensed & Insured BL#20160937 • Not AZ ROC Listed

mike’s
irrigation

AND MORE!

Exclusively Serving the 
Residents of Maricopa

(520) 788-2396
Irrigation, Sod & Landscaping

INSURED & BONDED

Materials Inc.
Landscaping & Masonary Supplies

Residential • Commercial

(480) 759-6432
rocknroll@gilanet.net
 

Mon-Fri 6am - 4pm
Sat 7am - Noon

RockNRollMaterials.com

WE DELIVER VALLEYWIDE

info@maricoparocks.com

MaricopaRocks.com
NONPROFITS

Against Abuse, Inc.
PO Box 10733
Casa Grande
520-836-1239
Against-Abuse.org 

American Legion Post 133
44240 W. Maricopa-Casa
Grande Hwy.
520-208-6434
ALPost133AZ.org

Be Awesome Youth Coalition
520-428-7750
BeAwesomeYouth.life 

Blue Star Mothers of Maricopa, AZ 
#7 
PO Box 1397

Copa Shorts Film 
Shelley Gillespie
520-568-0199  
CopaShortsFilmFest.org 

Family, Friend & Neighbor COAP
402 E. 10th St., Casa Grande
520-836-0736
UnitedWayofPC.org

F.O.R. Maricopa
PO Box 82
520-251-0226
ForMaricopa.org

The Friends of the Maricopa 
Public Library 
520-568-8094

Maricopa Historical Society
Paul Shirk, President
909-260-3020
MHS50.com

Maricopa Lions Club
614-738-8312
e-clubhouse.org/sites/maricopa

Maricopa Little League
520-350-4080
MaricopaLittleLeague.com

Maricopa Veterans Center 
44240 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.
520-404-6672

Relay for Life Maricopa
800-227-2345
RelayForLife.org/MaricopaAZ

The Streets Don’t Love You Back
Po Box 1093
TheStreetsDontLoveYouBack.com 

Veterans of Foreign Wars
44240 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.
602-920-3933

Zonta Club of Maricopa
520-705-0057
Zontaaz.org/Maricopa-club
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Joshua Del Cotto

(480) 420-8725
info@teamrppc.com

Interior 
& Exterior

VANEGAS PAINTING

(520) 216-4229
VanegasPaintingLLC.com

✓Exterior & Interior
✓Prep for Perfection

Quality Professional PainterQuality Professional Painter

This ad could be 
yours for less than 
½¢ per household

520-568-0040   
Advertising@InMaricopa.com

This ad could be 
yours for less than 
½¢ per household

520-568-0040   
Advertising@InMaricopa.com
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Business Directory
RECYCLE

45030 W. Edwards Ave.
(520) 424-5976

We buy your Junk!
Appliances, metals and much more.

Mon.-Fri. 8am – 5pm
Sat. 8am – 3pm  

RESTAURANTS

Miss Bugs Treats
602-410-9420
Facebook.com/missbugstreats

21423 N. JOHN WAYNE PARKWAY #102
(NW corner of Smith Enke Rd and Route 347)

(520) 568-7700
ORDER ONLINE @ROSATISPIZZA.COM

Sunrise

Maricopa, AZ

Diner

Breakfast, Lunch 
and Dinner

20917 N John Wayne Pkwy • Suite A-104
(520) 568-8098

SunriseDinerMaricopa.com

19975 N John Wayne Pkwy
(520) 412-1157

RiliBTacoShop.com

DRIVE THRU, 
TAKEOUT, 
DELIVERY

 
SALON

Microblading | Powder Brows | Lip Blush

41640 W. Smith Enke Rd, Suite 105

(321) 427-3558
aznaturalbrows.com

BOOK
ONLINE

Great eyebrows don’t happen by 
chance, they happen by appointment.

SCHOOLS

41735 W. Alan Stephens Parkway
520-265-5589

www.aplusaz.org

Preparing Students for the Future
Principal Rachele Reese

Grades 7-12

Almentia Academy

Private Online School K-12
P.O. Box 925

Maricopa, AZ 85138

480-577-2831
AlmentiaAcademy.com
Where the Learning Never Stops!

Butterfield Elementary School
43800 W. Honeycutt Road
520-568-6100
BES.MaricopaUSD.org

Central Arizona College
17945 N. Regent Drive
520-494-6400
CentralAZ.edu

Desert Sunrise High School
16200 N. Murphy Road
520-509-0400 

Desert Wind Middle School
35565 W. Honeycutt Road
520-568-7110
DWMS.MaricopaUSD.org 

18700 N. Porter Road
520-568-7800 

LeadingEdgeAcademy.com

Maricopa Elementary School
18150 N. Alterra Parkway
520-568-5160
MES.MaricopaUSD.org

Maricopa High School
45012 W. Honeycutt Ave.
520-568-8102
MHS.MaricopaUSD.org

Maricopa Unifi ed School District #20
44150 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.

520-568-5100 • MaricopaUSD.org

Maricopa Virtual Academy
44150 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.
520-568-5194 

Maricopa Wells Middle School
45725 W. Honeycutt Ave.
520-568-7100
MWMS.MaricopaUSD.org

42798 S. 99th Ave
(520) 568-2280 • MobileEsd.org

Pima Butte Elementary School
42202 W. Rancho El Dorado Parkway
520-568-7150
PBES.MaricopaUSD.org

RAM Academy
45012 W. Honeycutt Ave.
520-568-8100
MHS.MaricopaUSD.org

Saddleback Elementary School
18600 N. Porter Road
520-568-6110
SES.MaricopaUSD.org

Santa Cruz Elementary School
19845 N. Costa del Sol
520-568-5170
SCES.MaricopaUSD.org

Santa Rosa Elementary School
21400 N. Santa Rosa Drive
520-568-6150
SRES.MaricopaUSD.org

19265 N. Porter Road
Elementary (520) 568-9333
Secondary (520) 568-2112

      SequoiaPathway.org
SPORTS

MARICOPALITTLELEAGUE.COM

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 
@MARICOPALL

Boys & Girls ages 4-18
T-Ball, Baseball & Softball divisions

STORAGE 

we’ve got the space you need!

20215 N. John Wayne Parkway
(520) 582-0479 • cubesmart.com

TATTOO

19428 North Maricopa Road

(520) 217-4286
RedemptionTattooAZ@icloud.com

TAX SERVICES

• Small Business Accounting
• Tax Planning • Consulting
• Tax Preparation

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 110

520-568-3303 | CSCPAGroup.com

 TOWING

44852 W. Edwards Ave
HarveysWayTowing.comHarveysWayTowing.com

• Tire Changes
• Jumpstarts
• Lock-outs

FREEFREE Abandoned Vehicle Removals Abandoned Vehicle Removals

UTILITIES 

Available 24/7 at www.ed3online.org 
Billing Inquiry Hours (520) 424-9021
Mon-Fri: 6am-8pm • Sat-Sun: 6am-5pm
After Hours – ONLY Emergency Outage Service
Email us at customerservice@ed-3.org
 
Report an Outage 24/7
Outage Center - www.ed3online.org
Use Mobile App
Call (520) 424-9021

Billing & Emergency
(866) 940-1102

After Hours Emergency
(480) 898-4007

GWResources.com

HAPPY NEW YEARHAPPY NEW YEAR

from your InMaricopa family

The Four Freshmen
Saturday, February 19 @ 2 pm 

CAC Pence Center Auditorium | $22
The Four Freshmen have enamored listeners world-wide for years while gaining recognition as one of the most 
in�uential vocal groups of all time. Their tight-knit sound inspired The Beach Boys’ Brian Wilson, The Mamas & The 
Papas, Frankie Valli and the Manhattan Transfer. 



74	 InMaricopa.com | January 2022 Conveniently located at 20215 N John Wayne Pkwy., Maricopa, AZ 85139.

we’ve got the space you need!

 

*Restrictions, fees, and taxes may apply. Must present this original coupon at time of rental. Only available at 20215 N John Wayne Pkwy, Maricopa, AZ CubeSmart location. Call for full details. 

Call or go online to reserve your space today.

Offer expires February 14, 2022. 

520-582-0479  |  cubesmart.com

FREE
first month

& 20% off
monthly rent*

Scan QR Code

Online Rental with SmartRental

No-Commitment Reservations

Climate Controlled Storage Units

24/7 Video Recording

Flexible Month-to-Month Lease

Online or in-person, count on storage your way with solutions that make things easy 
for you including contact-free online rentals.  

we’ve got the space you need!

trending
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PLAY FOR ALL.

*Valid on select positions. Visit Human Resources for details and qualifying criteria. Must be 21 or older to gamble and take advantage of any offer.

Know When To Stop Before You Start.® Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-522-4700 or 1-800-NEXT STEP. ©2021 Caesars License Company, LLC. 

WE ARE
HIRING

UP TO $1,500
SIGN ON BONUS*

LOOKING FOR FUN? 
APPLY TODAY!

GENEROUS BENEFITS . COMPETITIVE SALARIES
CAREER ADVANCEMENT

JOIN THE CAESARS ENTERTAINMENT FAMILY WITH OVER 55+ LOCATIONS ACROSS THE COUNTRY 
OPENING DOORS TO UNLIMITED POSSIBILITIES.

APPLY
ONLINE

SCAN THIS CODE OR VISIT
Harrahsakchin.com
(Click on careers at the bottom of the page.)

CALL WITH QUESTIONS:
480-802-5017

parting shot

Shay Adjei 
Took this photo on the morning of Nov. 24 on the edge of the Palo Brea neighborhood.

Have a great photo of Maricopa?  
Submit it to Photos@InMaricopa.com for  
consideration as next month’s “parting shot.”
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