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SPECIAL
FACTORY BUYS

All work guaranteed at 3500 locations nationwide

‘BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE
FACTORY DIRECT

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE
23575R15 Wrangler Trailrunner AT ...... $128.99

26570R16 Wrangler AT Adventure........ $233.99

27560R20 Wrangler SRA.................... $216.99
27555R20 Eagle LS-2 ......covcvvvvvnnn $227.99
24565R17 ForteraHL .......coovvvvveanan, $172.99
26550R20 Fortera HL ...........cccovevnene. $222.99

GOODFYEAR

ASSURANCE MAXLIFE
85,000 Mileage Warranty

All work guaranteed at 3500 locations nationwide

‘BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE

19565R15 Assurance Maxlife 91H BLK ... $160.99
20555R16 Assurance Maxlife 91H BLK ... $178.99
20565R16 Assurance Maxlife 95H BLK .... $176.99
21560R16 Assurance Maxlife 95V BLK ....$170.99
22560R16 Assurance Maxlife 98H BLK .... $145.99
21545R17 Assurance Maxlife 87V BLK ....$190.99
21555R17 Assurance Maxlife 94V BLK .... $202.99
22565R17 Assurance Maxlife 102H BLK .. $209.99

GOODFYEAR
ASSURANCE ALL-SEASON

65,000 Mileage Warranty
‘BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE

18565R15 Assurance All-Season 86T BLK....$136.99
19565R15 Assurance All-Season 91T BLK....$146.99
20555R16 Assurance All-Season 91H BLK ... $149.99
20560R16 Assurance All-Season 92T BLK....$166.99
21560R16 Assurance All-Season 95T BLK....$169.99
21555R17 Assurance All-Season 94H BLK ... $198.99
23555R17 Assurance All-Season 99T BLK....$212.99
23545R18 Assurance All-Season 100H BLK . $241.99

‘BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE

PASSENGER CAR TIRES

BUY 3 PRICE

20555R16 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 91H BW......$149.99
22565R17 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 102H BW....$185.99
21560R16 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 95H BW...... $146.99
21555R17 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 94V BW......$183.99
18565R15 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 88H BW......$119.99
19565R15 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 91H BW......$121.99
22550R17 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 94V BW......$194.99
22555R17 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 97H BW......$188.99
23545R18 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 94V BW......$230.99
21555R16 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 97H BW.....$158.99

85,000 Mileage Warranty

NO DEALERS ¢ NO WHOLESALERS e NO CARRYOUTS

WE SERVICE NATIONAL ACCOUNTS

FREE FLAT REPAIRS

Whether we sold you the tire or not,
it is free on repairable tires up to 20".
See store for details.

‘BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE

DELINTE PERFORMANCE RADIAL

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE
19565R15 Delinte DH2 91H BW............ $95.99
20555R16 Delinte DH2 94w BLK......... $100.99
20565R16 Delinte DH2 99H BLK......... $111.99
21560R16 Delinte DH2 99H BLK........... $98.99
22560R16 Delinte DH2 98H BLK......... $123.99
21570R16 Delinte DH2 87V BLK ......... $119.99
21545R17 Delinte DH2 91W BLK........ $106.99
21555R17 Delinte DH2 98W BLK......... $120.99
40,000 Mileage Warranty

Discount Tjrg

KELLY M§ TIRES

EDGE ALL SEASON
55,000 Mileage Warranty

All work guaranteed at 3500 locations nationwide

‘BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE
KELLY EDGE A/S

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE

18565R14 Kelly Edge A/S 86H BLK
19565R15 Kelly Edge A/S 91H BLK
20555R16 Kelly Edge A/S 91H BLK
20560R16 Kelly Edge A/S 91V BLK
21560R16 Kelly Edge A/S 95H BLK
21555R17 Kelly Edge A/S 94V BLK
23555R17 Kelly Edge A/S 99H BLK
23555R18 Kelly Edge A/S 100H BLK

T —

‘BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE

LIGHT TRUCK TIRES

BUY 3 PRICE

23575R15 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 108T OW ....$189.99
26570R16 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 111T OWL...$231.99
24565R17 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT GO15 105T OWL...$246.99
24570R17 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 108T OW ...$240.99
26570R17 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 113T OW ....$238.99
24560R18 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 109H BW ....$266.99
26565R18 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT GO15 114H BW ....$284.99
27565R18 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 116H BW ....$290.99
26575R16LT YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT GO15 E 123R OWL .. $275.99
27560R20 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 115H BW ....$291.99

60,000 Mileage Warranty

NO CREDIT CHECK
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Up to 1 year no interest.
Ask for details. OAC

Family Owned & Operated
IconicTire.com

WE WON'T BE UNDERSOLD BY OUR COMPETITION!

‘BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE

LIGHT TRUCK RADIALS

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE
23575R15 Americus AT 104S BW ............... $151.99
26570R16 Americus AT 112T BW ................ $201.99
24575R16LT Americus AT 120Q BW ............ $177.99
26575R16LT Americus AT 123SBW............. $191.99
24570R17 Americus AT 110T BW $196.99
26570R17 Americus AT 115T BW ................ $206.99
24560R18 Americus AT 106V BW ................ $169.99
27565R18 Americus AT 116T BW ............... $239.99

40,000 Mileage Warranty
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NO INTEREST
If paid in full

within 6 months
See store for details.

We beat Discount Tire, Big 0, Firestone & Pep Boys ... Make us your last call!

WE BEAT THEM ALL

DISCOUNT TIRE, BIG O, FIRESTONE, PEP BOYS. SHOP US LAST

FREE
2nd opinion
inspections

BUY 3 FLUID EXCHANGES
AND RECEIVE THE 4TH FLUID
EXCHANGE SERVICE FREE

TRANSMISSION FLUID EXCHANGE 5159
COOLING SYSTEM FLUID EXCHANGE *101°°
POWER STEERING FLUID EXCHANGE $111%°

Receive either a Brake Fluid Exchange
at no charge or a Fuel Injection Service
atno charge.

With coupon only, disposal fees extra, trans fluid full synthetic
fluid up to 10 quarts, up to 2 gallons of new antifreeze flush kits
used on trans, power steering, radiator and fuel injection service.

Most cars and trucks. Expires 3/31/22.

OIL CHANGE
FREE TIRE ROTATION

Upon request ® See store for details

$19 88"

LUBE-OIL-FILTER Prod#01c5

INCLUDES: Battery check, lubricate your car’s
chassis (if applicable). Drain old oil & add up to

5 quarts of new 5W30 or 5W20 oil synthetic blend.
Install a new oil filter. (Special oil filters slightly higher).

Includes hazardous waste fee. If your MFG. Requires 20W50, or full
synthetic oil, or other special weights, there’s an additional charge for
other weights of oil. Price is for 5W20 or 5W30 synthetic blend oil up
to 5 quarters. With coupon only. Expires 3/31/22.

We honor
and repair
extended

BATTERY AND COOLING

SYSTEM PERFORMANCE TEST

FREE

Battery tests include (electronically hand-held test).
Cooling System test includes pressure testing the cooling System

with tester and visual inspection of cooling system.
Expires 3/31/22

COMPUTERIZED ALIGNMENT

THRUST ANGLE $1 50FF 4-WHEELS $1 50FF

PROD#29858 PROD#29866

warranty
programs.

ASK ABOUT

OUR 5-YEAR
& LIFETIME
ALIGNMENTS

COMPENSATE 4 WHEELS

- Fornon-adjustable rear suspensions

- Computer precisely aligns front wheels to rear
- Fnusures straight steering wheels

- Necessary for accurate alignment of newer cars

- Computer precisely aligns front and rear wheels
- Ensures straight steering wheels

+ Necessary for accurate alignment of newer cars
- Adjust all 4 wheels for accurate alignment

- Shims extra

Most cars & light trucks with coupon only. Expires 3/31/22

$300FF 2-WHEEL
56 OFF 4-WHEEL

Prod. #21814/21830

s 99 Includes up to 5 quarts of i
5 full synthetic oil (not tobil10i) ]
1

1

0W-20, 5W-20 or 5W-30. Includes a new oil |
filter (some specialty filters extra). !
Includes disposal. '

1

1

Most cars & light trucks with coupon only.
Expires 3/31/22

Special! Save $60 on Lifetime Brakes!
Free brake inspection
Most cars & light trucks with coupon only. Expires 3/31/22

19945 N. John Wayne Pkwy.

H=EEET 1

@ eas pay

TIRE & SERVICE CENTERS

GOODSYEAR

Get Pre-approved with

acima (520) 779-5300

* Buy 3 select tires and get 4th free. Select tires only. Must purchase tire protection plan and nitrogen package, which includes valve stems, lifetime balancing, free tire rotations, free alignment checks, free flat
repairs and free replacement for the first 25% of tread wear on a tire that is not repairable (with the nitrogen and tire protection plan purchased). Restrictions and exclusions apply. See store for complete details.
Offer may not be combined with any other discounts unless otherwise stated. No dealer or carryout. Offer ends 3/31/22.

State or local taxes or surcharges for Environmental protection will be an extra charge.
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NET + SMART WIF

BETTER TOGETHER!

OI\/IbpS -IOOMbps ZOO Mbps

ORBITEL SMART WIFI

Stream strong with all devices in your home! The latest WiFi
technology that creates a coverage blanket to deliver a strong,
consistent signal throughout your home.

We Make It Easy!

Trust the Orbitel Team to Keep You Connected. Call Us Today!

Orbitel 520-568-8890

COMMUNICATIONS www.orbitelcom.com

Available in Orbitel Communications service area only. Speeds listed are maximum wired speed. Many factors affect speed. Actual speed may vary. Smart WiFi not included in pricing
and costs extra. Equipment, taxes, installation and other fees not included. Other conditions may apply. Call office for details.




FROM THE EDITOR

A brush with Maricopa fame

TALK ABOUT A JUXTAPOSITION.
Victor Moreno, a photographer who

sometimes lends his expertise to us here
at InMaricopa, was out at Don Pearce Fire
Station on Edison Drive shooting photos
of James Huerta for the cover of this
month’s magazine.

And while he shot Huerta, I was taking pictures
of Victor.

Victor has captured so many images of what
matters in Maricopa both for our magazine and
other entities.

He is the guy who photographs everyone and
here I am taking pictures of him.

It truly was an inception moment.

In this month’s issue, we have stories about both,
who are as close as it gets to famous in Maricopa.
Through their work, albeit in vastly different fields,
both men have touched many lives in Maricopa.

The story on Huerta is remarkable in that here’s
a 64-year-old man keeping up with and oftentimes
surpassing the efforts of men and women a third his
age. This guy might be the closest thing Maricopa
has to a superhero.

But all superheroes have their weaknesses. For
a few weeks in 2020, it seemed Huerta may have
found his kryptonite with a COVID-19 infection.

™

The man who makes everything seem
effortless struggled to recover.

Speaking of overcoming struggles,
Amalia Clark, the owner of Molly’s House
of Little Feet, has an interesting story we
tell about the 10-year journey to opening
her preschool on Porter Road.

Tom Schuman took some time to
talk with Clark about how she made her
dream a reality.

Growth, commercial and otherwise, is a complex
topic in Maricopa. Jay Taylor takes a look at how
residential growth has to occur before commercial
growth can follow. It seems you can't have one
without the other.

And as part of our monthly InFocus segment,
we speak with City Manager Rick Horst about jobs,
growth and how we may have some unexpected
allies in the drive to improve State Route 347.

These are just a few of the features in this
month’s issue.

Enjoy, and thanks for reading!

JUSTIN GRIFFIN | EDITORIAL DIRECTOR
Justin@InMaricopa.com

CONTRIBUTORS

C.JON BEECROFT
Dr. Beecroft, a doctor with
Maricopa Foot and Ankle,
takes the time to discuss the
efforts involved in making
sure patients have a positive
experience at his practice.
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JOAN KOCZOR
Joan Koczor, an advocate for
seniors, writes this month about
Women's History Month. She
played an instrumental role in
securing a senior center in town.

TOM SCHUMAN
After a break for the holidays,
Tom makes a return to the
pages of InMaricopa with a
story about the determination
of a local daycare owner
to move forward.
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The Early Childhood Leader in Maricopa

Community Preschool provides fun, skills-based activities that explore science, literacy,
math, art, music, dramatic play, and more! Our rich curriculum aligns to Arizona Early
Learning Standards to build skills and promote healthy social-emotional development.
Our students work and play together to explore their curiosities, build confidence, and
develop problem solving skills for a life-long love of learning.

- NOW
REGISTERING

THE MUSD PROMISE

For more information visit us at www.musd20.org/preschool

Certified Teachers
Licensed Facilities

Arizona Standards-Based Curriculum

Full-Day Academic Program

Extended-Day Childcare (Santa Rosa)

Early Reading
Arts, Music, and Physical Education
Technology

Locations

Butterfield Elementary School - (520)-568-6100
Santa Cruz Elementary School - (520)-568-5170
Santa Rosa Elementary School - (520)-568-6150

New Locations Coming July 2022

Pima Butte Elementary School - (520) 568-7150
*Maricopa Elementary School - (520) 568-5160
*Saddleback Elementary School - (520) 568-6110

Full-Day Community Preschool
Monday -Friday °
8:35 AM-3:35 PM/*8:10 AM-3:35 PM ¢ Y
$620/Month

MARICOPA
Unified School District

Dream. Learn. Become.




HISTORY

Blast from the past

In Maricopa, shops and storefronts

have come and gone over the past

few decades. In the black-and-white
photo from the 1960s, you can see the
Maricopa Shopping Center North. On the
left are Kimball's Drug Store, Maricopa
Mercantile and a beauty shop. On

the right are Headquarters Buffet and
Restaurant, Woods Apartments and the
water tank. Only Headquarters remains.

J@ For these and other historical stories, visit InMaricopa.com.

The Maricopa City Council discussed the donation
of 20 acres from El Dorado Holdings, with a right-
of-first refusal for an additional 10 acres, to be
used as the future City Hall at the southeast corner
of Bowlin and Porter roads. But the government
building would eventually be built nearby, at Bowlin
and White and Parker Road. Groundbreaking on the
project was in April 2012 and the 45,000-square-
foot building opened in September 2013.

6 InMaricopa.com | March 2022

Former Assistant City Manager Rick Buss filed
a notice of claim against the City, Mayor Kelly
Anderson and City Manager Kevin Evans for $5.8
million in damages based on allegations of breach
of contract. Buss had left the City in 2007 with a
severance agreement stating neither party could

disparage the other. Near the time of his resignation,

however, the City allegedly told a reporter an
internal investigation into his conduct was
forwarded to Arizona Department of Public Safety.
Buss later chose not to proceed with a lawsuit.

For the second year in a row, the city of Maricopa
won Mix 96.9's “Battle of the Burbs" radio contest.
The contest had 32 suburban communities in the
Phoenix region competing competing for votes
in a tournament-style bracket. Maricopa beat
Surprise, Queen Creek and Casa Grande to advance
to the final four, where it knocked off Mesa, the
largest city in the competition with 10 times the
population of Maricopa. Anthem led most of the
championship round, but Maricopa residents rallied
late to take the title of “Best Suburb in the Valley!

Maricopa Historical Society; Brian Petersheim Jr.

PROGRESSIVE

R CREL

MULTIPLIER

FRIDAY, MARCH 18, 2022

PROMOTIONAL KIOSKS - 8AM -11:59PM

Visit any designated Promotional Kiosk, swipe and activate from 8AM -11:59PM for your Tier Credit Multiplier!”

CAESARS
REWARDS.

EARNING PERIOD 1: Play from 7AM -11:59AM to receive a 5X Tier Credit Multiplier
EARNING PERIOD 2: Play from 2PM -11:59PM to receive a 10X Tier Credit Multiplier

*MUST EARN 100 TIER CREDITS DURING EARNING PERIOD 1 TO RECEIVE THE EARNING PERIOD 210X MULTIPLIER.
IF A GUEST DOESN'T EARN 100 TIER CREDITS DURING EARNING PERIOD 1, GUEST WILL RECEIVE EARNING PERIOD 1 5X MULTIPLIER DURING BOTH PERIODS.

PROG RESSIVE

D

AV

MULTIPLIER

THURSDAY, MARCH 24 & THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 2022
PROMOTIONAL KIOSKS - 8AM -11:59PM

Visit any designated Promotional Kiosk each Promotional Day from 8AM-11:59PM to swipe and activate your
Reward Credit Multiplier!

Multipliers are progressive per trip”:

1t Trip-5X" 2™ Trip-10X

*MUST EARN 100 TIER CREDITS IN THE FIRST PROMOTIONAL DAY OF MARCH 24, 2022 TO PROGRESS IN MULTIPLIER.

VISIT US ONLINE AT HARRAHSAKCHIN.COM FOR DETAILS!

Harrahs

PLAY FOR ALL

AK-CHIN CASINO

CAESARS REWARDS

PROGRESSIVE TIER CREDIT MULTIPLIER: Only Tier Credits earned during valid earning period apply. First earning period begins at 7AM on Promotional Day and ends at 11:59AM the same day. Second earning period begins at 2PM and ends at 11:59PM the same day. Must swipe and activate
to participate and opt-in. Missed swipes or activations will not be awarded retroactively. Tier Credits may take up to five business days to be posted into your account. Tier Credit bonuses will not be multiplied.

PROGRESSIVE REWARD CREDIT MULTIPLIER: Must earn 100 Tier Credits on each trip to receive multiplier and activate progression. Must swipe at a Promotional Kiosk between 8AM and 11:59PM each Promotional Day to participate and opt-in. Missed swipes will not be awarded retroactively.
Eaming begins at 8AM on Promotional Day and ends at 4AM the following day. For example, for a 3X multiplier, a participant eaming 100 Tier Credits on a slot machine will have 200 Tier Credits added into their account for a total of 300 Tier Credits. Only Tier Credits eamed on Promotional
Day applies. Tier Credits may take up to 5 business days to be posted into your account.

Management reserves the right to change or cancel these promotions at any time without prior notice. Valid only at Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino and must have a Caesars Rewards card and valid photo ID to participate. Must be 21 or older to gamble and take advantage of this offer. Know When
To Stop Before You Start.® Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-522- 4700 or 1-800-NEXT STEP. ©2022 Caesars License Company, LLC. See official rules at the Caesars Rewards Center for complete details.




GOVERNMENT

@Focus

As Maricopa grows, city manager
says high-paying jobs will follow

ARICOPA FINDS ITSELF IN AN
interesting place these days. With
housing running short in the

Phoenix metro area, the growing
city seems to be one of the few places in the area
where land is still available to be developed.

City Manager Rick Horst recently offered
his thoughts on growth and what it is going to
take for the city of Maricopa to see long-term
success.

Maricopa is an attractive option for many
reasons, Horst explained.

“We have the resources, including water
supply, he said. “Our values for homes,
although growing, are still significantly lower
than the Greater Phoenix area”

A few months ago, Horst met with a group
of real estate and development advisers, who

8 InMaricopa.com | March 2022

BY JUSTIN GRIFFIN

pointed out there is really nowhere else to go in
the Valley.

“From Buckeye, all the way to Queen
Creek, all the land that’s available has already
been purchased and is being prepared for
development. So, there's very little actual
land left,” Horst said. “There is no place to
go but here or the Buckeye area, out that way
or further north. But when you talk about
proximity to downtown Phoenix and the
airport, and those type of things, where all
the high-tech jobs are in the corridors and
Chandler and everywhere else, we're it.”

Horst said more homes means more voters
in Maricopa and down the line, with the need
for workers in neighboring areas, the city will
get more attention from the state legislature and
local county governments.

“And that's why the 347 problem will get
resolved, because now Maricopa County needs
us to resolve it as much as we need to resolve
it,” Horst said. “Before it was ‘Maricopa is not
even in our county.” But now, they need our
workers to get there.

“And if (employees) have a tough time
getting there, (employers) will have a hard
time supplying their manpower needs, so it
works both ways.”

Which leads to the question of jobs in
Maricopa, another cure for the SR347 woes
city residents face daily, Horst pointed out.
“With more jobs created here, fewer people
need to go on 3477

While service jobs in Maricopa are already
plentiful, there is a need to diversify through
high-tech opportunities that pay more.

Bryan Mordt

Bryan Mordt; Brian Petersheim Jr.

City Manager Rick
Horst speaks about
jobs and growth.

At right, crews work
on the John Wayne
Parkway beatification
project, an effort by
the city to put its best
foot forward to visitors
and prospective
citizens.

Getting in the game

Maricopa was only fully incorporated in 2003.

In many ways, other cities had a head start.

“Some of our sister cities have been
working on programs for 50, 60 years, such
as the new Lucid plant (in Casa Grande) and
other things, because they worked on creating
industrial sites and other opportunities over
the decades,” Horst said.

“Were 18 years old,” he continued.
“And probably for the first 10 years, this is
somewhat of a guess, we were just content to
be a bedroom community. And then the next
five years, we were kind of content to be a
bedroomcommunity, but we've recognized we
needed something more.”

More importantly, without good-paying
jobs, any community stagnates. But the price
of housing rarely stalls, especially in an area
close to so many employment opportunities.

“For the last three or four years, it's been
about the realization that we can't just be a
bedroom community,” Horst said. “Because
bedroom communities cannot thrive, and
survive, unless you want to be a Park City
(Utah) or Vail, Colorado, where taxes are

through the roof. The average home price
there is a couple of million dollars.”

To keep that from happening, Horst said
Maricopa leaders have been actively pursuing
high-paying jobs. He described them as
“high-tech, research and development, and
scientific” in nature.

“We've been involved with the Greater
Phoenix Economic Council and the Arizona
Commerce Association for years, paying our
dues and we never got invited to the dance,
meaning when they got leads, we never came
away with anything, partly because we weren't
ready for them,” Horst said. “But now we're
starting to get leads.

“And now, not only are we invited to the
dance, but we're also actually in the spotlight.”

The city is currently working with six to
eight entities to bring jobs to Maricopa —
all opportunities with potentially sizable job
creation. To win one or two of them would
make a difference, he said.

“We may not win all of them,” Horst said.
“But the more you have working, the better
chance of success.”

We are not going to
build the roads to
accommodate 120,000
people today ... Because
if we did, we would have
torely on our current tax
base to pay for it,

which means raising
everyone's taxes, which
nobody wants.”

RICK HORST, CITY MANAGER

The challenges ahead

There’s a perception transportation is the biggest
roadblock to Maricopa landing commercial and
industrial plants and facilities, but Horst said
there are exterior factors to consider.

Arizona municipalities compete against
states that provide more incentives. The state
does not offer tax increment financing, or TIE
which subsidizes companies by refunding or
diverting a portion of their taxes to help finance
development in an area or a project site.

“That's always been an impediment for us,”
Horst said.

And another obstacle in Maricopa is the
fear of the unknown.

“I think the biggest challenge of growth is
that it scares people,” the city manager said.
“They don't know what it means. They don't
know what that looks like”

Population projections are also intimidating
for some. The city has enough housing permits
available to triple its population. But it’s not
going to happen overnight. It will take decades.

The growth is going to be gradual, Horst
said. It must be.

“It's really about planning, and I was asked,

March 2022 | InMaricopa.com 9



GOVERNMENT

‘How are you going to get ready for the next
60,000 people? What are you going to do?”
Horst said. “Well, the same thing we did for the
first 60,000 people. We are not going to build
roads to accommodate 120,000 people today.

“Because if we did, we would have to rely on
our current tax base to pay for it, which means
raising everyone's taxes, which nobody wants.
And we are committed not to do it. Matter of
fact, we've lowered our taxes for the last two
years and planning to for the third year, both
primary and secondary taxes.”

In addition to lowering taxes, Horst
said the city is looking to expand the

You Tube

View the
interview here:

tax base with more jobs.

In the drive to lure more
lucrative jobs to Maricopa, there
are going to be wins and losses.
But Horst feels the city is getting
ready to turn the corner.

“We probably won't win most of
them, but we're likely going to win one
or two of them. And then once you
start winning one or two of them, the question  these are intended to be high-paying, clean
becomes, ‘Why do they pick Maricopa?’ industry, smart city-type, growth jobs. We are

“And so that's where were at. We spend a  not interested in the old industrial park-type

lot of time and energy telling people
that we are here to create jobs. Again,

@I < Maricopa’s
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The widening of Porter Road represents one of the many projects within Maricopa that
will continue as its population grows.

concepts and frankly, they do not exist that
much anymore anyway. We want to do things
that add to the community and build the
community up”

Expansion of health facilities in Maricopa
will be another source of good-paying jobs. In
December, the city’s first hospital, Exceptional
Health, opened. Another hospital is slated to
open within the next year.

"That created 80 or 90 new jobs in the
medical field” Horst said. “We already have
about 1,600 people here, medically trained in
our community. Now, they have jobs getting
paid just as well, but staying here

Striking a balance

Jobs aside, the evidence of growth is visible
throughout the city in road construction alone.
The city continues its John Wayne Parkway
beautification project, along with improvements
elsewhere.

“People complain about the construction on
our streets,” Horst said. “And my answer is: Can
you imagine if we weren't fixing the streets? Do
you want a few months of inconvenience, or do
you want a lifetime of inconvenience?”

Getting people to stay in Maricopa is one
of Horst’s goals. He noted city residents spend
about $400 million annually in other cities and
towns that collect the sales taxes.

“So, all we want to say, we don't want you
to spend any more money, just spend it here,
instead of there,” he said. “Their answer is:
‘We’ll be happy to do it as soon as you give us
the stuff to do it

“And we're moving in that direction” i

Brian Petersheim Jr.

Did you know Maricopa has
a second postal location on
the east side of town?

It's right inside the Maricopa Library & Cultural Center.
We're open Monday-Friday from 9:00am-5:00pm,
and Saturday from 10:00am-2:00pm.

We look forward to serving you!

Maricopa Library & Cultural Center
18140 N Maya Angelou Dr,
Maricopa, AL 85138

l library




MPD improves way
it reports crime

BY CHIEF JAMES HUGHES

HE MARICOPA POLICE DEPART-

I ment has officially improved the

way we report crime. We recently

mmmm  completed the transition from the

Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program’s

traditional Summary Reporting System (SRS)

to the National Incident Based Reporting
System (NIBRS).

Since 1935, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation has used UCR to report and
categorize crime in our country. SRS focused
on eight index crimes known as Part 1
offenses. It is safe to say crime and the mission
of law enforcement has changed since UCR’s

GOVERNMENT

inception in 1935.

I am excited by our transition to NIBRS,
which will provide more comprehensive data
and benefit both the public and the police
department.

When used to its maximum potential,
NIBRS identifies, with accuracy, where and
when crime occurs, the crime type and the
characteristics of its victims and offenders.
I believe transparency is a cornerstone in
public trust. It is imperative the citizens trust
the data they receive regarding crime in their
community.

NIBRS provides greater specificity to
our crime data, collecting information on 52
crimes known as Group A offenses, compared
to the 10 crimes collected by SRS, which
only counts the most severe crimes. This has
always been a concern with SRS since many
criminal incidents involve multiple crimes
committed by the suspect or suspects. NIBRS
can establish many more crime components
as well as the relationships and associations
among these components.

Moreover, NIBRS is better aligned with
police departments that have implemented
community policing strategies. SRS reports

Froass72l I,

- o
Children's

Duane C. Clowse, 005, PG

FECHATAH; CAITRTINT

(520) 316-6111

21300 N. John Wayne Pkwy. Unit 117
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Maricopa’s Pediatric

Dental Specialist

Where We
Treasure Your
Children’s Smile!

TreasuredSmilesChildrensDentistry.com

two types of crime — crimes against persons
and crimes against property — to establish the
crime reporting baseline offenses. NIBRS not
only incorporates crimes against persons and
property but collects data on a third category
— crimes against society. These crimes against
society are often the crimes and offenses that
degrade a community and serve as a starting
point for more serious crime.

The transition to NIBRS was mandated
by the FBI. Crime data submitted in the SRS
format was no longer accepted as of Jan. 1,
2021. All city and county agencies will continue
to submit their data directly to their respective
state agency, which reviews the data and
forwards the crime statistics to the FBI. The
submission process will remain the same and is
done through electronic submission.

Maricopa Police Department had planned
to have transitioned to NIBRS over a year ago,
but the complexity of parsing the reporting
data required a system upgrade of our records
management system. MPD responds to over
17,000 calls for service a year and completes
more than 25,000 police-related activities
when traffic enforcement and other proactive
data are included.

Our Records Unit acts as the quality
control entity of NIBRS. They are responsible
for checking each crime or offense. Data points
such as incident date and time, relationships of
victims to offenders and crimes, demographic
specifics, location data and many other details
by our officers must be properly coded. This
process is critical to ensure the data we are
reporting to NIBRS is accurate.

How will NIBRS affect Maricopa? It won't.
All the additional data points collected by
NIBRS have been collected by MPD over the
last decade. Our department utilizes a data-
driven philosophy to deploy police resources.

Our department has a crime analyst who
prepares daily, weekly and monthly reports
using over 100 separate data points and
prepares reports for our officers and police
supervisors. The only difference with the
transition to NIBRS will be what is reported in
the FBI’s annual crime index. NIBRS will have
no impact on the police services provided to
our community.

Although the transition to NIBRS was
time consuming for our administrative staff,
I welcome any change that improves the
accurate reporting of crime statistics to our
community. Law enforcement continues to
be a profession that is experiencing a lot of
positive change. NIBRS is another example. m

Maric
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-4 -~

Exceptional Community Hospital in Maricopa Accepts
All Government And Private Insurance Plans

Exceptional Community Hospital — Maricopa honors all in-network benefits for
emergency services provided to our patients.

We bill in-network copayments, deductibles, and coinsurance. We do not balance bill patients for any
amounts in excess of in-network benefit patient costs, thus network status with Health Plans should not
hinder access to emergency care for any insured community member.

OUR SERVICES
No matter your injury or ailment, Exceptional Community Hospital in Maricopa is ready and equipped
to quickly treat you and your loved ones with our “Concierge Care” service standard. Our facility features
minimal wait times, a caring staff, highly individualized care and state-of-the-art technology, ensuring
your healthcare and service needs are met in every way.

*At Exceptional Community Hospital (ECH-M), we accept ALL Commercial Insurance Plans and any Medicare, Medicaid (AHCCCS),
TRICARE plans and IHS/Tribal and VA plans. Note that ECH-M is State licensed but is pending Medicare Certification. Once Medicare
certified, we will bill for services after the Medicare participation date, Medicare, Medicaid and TriCare services will not be billed to insurance
or the patient prior to Medicare certification.

EXCEPTIONAL

COMMUNITY HOSEITA

MARICOPA

19060 N. John Wayne Parkway
(520) 534-0700
ECHMaricopa.com




Commercial development
is easy to spot.in the Santa
Rosa.Springs neighborhood:

o |
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Cafalyst

Residential growth spurs commercial activity

S REAL ESTATE GROWTH
continues in Maricopa, increased
commercial
behind.
Just how that growth will happen can be
attributed to the City’s General Plan, which
was approved by voters a couple of years ago.

activity ism't far
—

It guides the development of residential areas,
along with the commercial space.

Rodolfo Lopez, the City’s director of
development services, said the plan helps to
create cohesion between the two types of land
uses.

“The General Plan designates private
and public land with diverse land uses that
foster growth in the Maricopa economy while
integrating these land uses with neighborhoods
accessible to jobs, shopping, amenities, and
recreation,” Lopez said.

To the casual observer, it may appear the
housing construction boom is overtaking the
commercial side of Maricopa’s economy.

A popular sentiment among some residents
is there is not enough commercial development
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to accompany all those housing projects.
Residents are hungry for trendy, new restaurants
and big-box stores.

But do these perceptions equal reality?

Currently, Maricopa’s existing land-use
designations reserve more than 22 million
square feet for commercial development.

That means 11,892 single-family homes
of 1,850 square feet, the median home size in
Maricopa, according to Realtor.com, could be
built in that same amount of space.

Using the latest figures from the U.S. Census
Bureau, the estimated population within the city
limits is 62,000, with about 6,000 new residents
moving in each year.

Currently, there are 1,675 improved lots in
the city — lots that Lopez described as “there
is a street in front of it” Assuming 2.6 residents
per home, those improved lots will bring
another 4,355 citizens to the city once built out,
taking the city past 67,000.

Beyond that, within the current city
limits, Lopez said there are another 42,209
dwelling units that have been approved by the

city in some fashion and are in one stage of
development or another.

That brings the total future population of
Maricopa to 177,109 if no other projects are
approved.

But the City estimates it will only need a total
of 9 million square feet of commercial space to
accommodate all those future residents. That's
right, Maricopa already has more than twice the
commercial space allocated it will need to serve
a population of almost triple what it is today.

Residential growth is key
to commercial growth
Properly zoned land is available for new business
in Maricopa, but for commercial growth to
happen, there has to be a local population to
support it.
City Manager Rick Horst has often professed
the philosophy that “retail follows rooftops”
Lopez noted while the city may have
control over where residential and commercial
areas lie, developers ultimately decide which
projects to pursue.

Brian Petersheim Jr.

“We provide information and opportunities
within the city as far as what’s zoned and what is
not zoned, and we will be supportive, but it’s all
driven by the market itself;” he said.

A good example of what Lopez was talking
about is the growth occurring in the vicinity of
the Shops at the Wells, which includes Walmart
and 14 other shops.

“We've been seeing activity here because
(the area of) Porter Road and Maricopa-
Casa Grande Highway has a large amount of
population,” Lopez said.

That area is a hub for development these
days. Much of it — more than 1,000 units —
is planned as multi-family housing, a segment
City officials have repeatedly said is lacking if it
wants to attract more businesses and jobs.

Those multi-family units will provide more-
affordable housing for entry-level workers,
young teachers, firefighters and police officers.
With the average cost of a home in Maricopa
now at $374,000, according to Realtor.com,
many of those workers are effectively locked out
of the market to buy. The huge rise in home sales
prices the past several years has helped create a
market for apartments and single-family homes
built specifically to rent.

Eight projects — with 2,313 total units —
are currently in development in the area to help
address those needs. The units would house
more than 5,700 people — all within about one
square mile of the Shops at The Wells, which
includes 15 different retail businesses.

“What were seeing here is creating a lot of
activity, and this type of population we hope is
going to get this area to develop a lot faster from
a retail component, seeing that its walkable,
high-density around that area,” Lopez said.

Eastside growth on deck

One area where commercial development
is lagging is residential growth is around
Tortosa on the city’s east side. Lopez said
growth evident in other parts of the city isn’t
happening there yet.

“We’re not seeing commercial come out
there very quickly because the market demand
says that retail out there may not be successful
... because there’s just not enough population
out there yet,” he said, adding he doesn’t believe
commercial growth is far off.

Lopez pointed to retail potential at several
commercial corners in Tortosa and the
surrounding area, including Sorrento and
Rancho Mirage.

“We're seeing a lot of activity in the Tortosa
community that could help these commercial
corners come into play, he said. “Again, the

* Oasis at The Wells is
Maricopa's first apartment

complex. It sits next to
The Shops at The Wells, a
shopping center anchored
by Walmart with 15 shops
and'restaurantss

market will determine that, but what’s great is
that we're building the population out there that
can create the demand”

Just west of those communities lies an area
Horst and other city leaders have touted as a
future hub for development of all kinds — the
City Center area around City Hall and the
library.

At the 2022 Future Planning Meeting in
January, Horst said 11 square miles of land
can be developed there as soon as the Federal
Emergency Management Agency approves a

city flood mitigation plan to remove the area
from the flood plain.

Lopez said the residential growth in the
areas east of the John Wayne Parkway will later
play into the development of City Center.

“That’s what we've seen happening,” Lopez
said. “We've seen that on Porter Road. Because
of the amount of traffic thats out there now,
we're seeing a lot more retail activity in that area.
We'll need all of that because the broad vision for
City Center is for retail, residential, open space
— a true mixed-use environment.” @}

BY THE NUMBERS

922,000,000

Commercial square footage available

9,000,000

Commercial square footage needed to
support Maricopa's population tripled

2 313

Housing units proposed by eight projects
in the vicinity of the Maricopa-Casa Grande
Highway and Porter Road intersection

475

Single-family homes for sale at Kelly Ranches

414

Apartments for rent at Sterling at Stonegate

318

Townhomes for sale at Villas at Stonegate

309

Apartments at Copa Flats

285

Units at Roers
Maricopa Apartments

197

Units in to-be-
named development

194

Townhomes for sale or under
construction at REV@Porter

121

Single-family homes for sale
at Stonegate

Source: City of Maricopa
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Children are all smiles while
participating in educational
activities at Molly's House
of Little Feet.

Little feet, big mission

Daycare opens after overcoming major obstacles

HE JOURNEY TO OPEN MOLLY'S
I House of Little Feet was a long
one
—— It started in 2011, when owner
Amalia Clark quit a job in banking to pursue
her calling in childcare. She started by caring for
children in her home, four at a time.

Over time, she worked diligently —
through many challenges and the pandemic
— to realize her dream of opening a full-
service daycare facility.

“It was amazing to be able to open our doors
and welcome families in,” Clark recalled about
the long-awaited opening date on Aug. 31. “It
was overwhelming but exciting. This is what I
worked so hard for”

Molly’s House cares for 80 children, infants
through 5-year-olds, some on a part-time
basis. The children enjoy hot meals, care from a
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talented and dedicated staff, and instruction and
guidance to prepare them for elementary school.

Its a long way from the days of caring for
four children in her home. There have been
many struggles along the way for Clark.

Working toward a dream
In 2010, Clark and her family moved to
Maricopa and by April of the next year, shed
changed careers and started caring for children.

The waitlist grew as she could only care
for four children at home, according to state
regulations. Her first attempt at a standalone
facility turned into a series of frustrations. She
purchased a mobile home and made what she
thought were the necessary renovations to open
her business.

“I turned the paperwork into the city, but
that’s not what the city thought,” she said. “There

were troubles with a new computer system, so
they only had some of my paperwork. I ended
up having to shut down. We were running at full
speed. I thought we were on the road to success.

“By the time they let me know everything
I needed to do, the mobile home I had was
not going to be a mobile home anymore,” she
continued. “I tried to build on that land, start
from scratch. It was going to be over a million
dollars and the bank said no. So, we scrapped
that deal.”

Clark returned to in-home childcare
but kept pursuing a new site. She signed the
paperwork in February 2020 for the facility on
Porter Road, bordering the Santa Rosa Springs
community. It was formerly a special-needs
preschool. But COVID soon arrived, and the
work required at the building presented its
own set of challenges.

Bryan Mordt

I really want to get my
children running into
those kindergarten

doors, not just with

their education but with
their behaviors, their
manners, knowing how
to say ‘please, ‘thank you,
talking with their teachers
and being respectful.”
AMALIA CLARK, OWNER

There were plumbing and electrical issues.
The desire for a kitchen — to supply what
Clark says is, at times, the only hot meal some
children might receive in a day — meant
additional changes.

“There were a lot of times I thought about
throwing in the towel” Clark admitted. The
stress points, during this time, “were more
on the financial side. We had already done
everything we could do financially, so every
time the contractor would come back and say,
‘We've run into this issue, or we have that issue,
I would say I am going to just sell this place,
make a little bit of money and do it that way.

“But looking at my kids and my grandkids
and knowing that I had people waiting for me,
that were rooting me on, there was no choice
in quitting,” said Clark, adding she would
get back up, dust herself off and keep moving
along.

“At the end of the day, this was something I
wanted to do. 'm not a quitter.”

Samantha Cochran, assistant director of
the facility, has been with Clark six years.

“She went through a lot,” she said. “I'm so
glad (Molly’s House) finally happened.”

A focus on family
Family plays a major role in Clark’s vision and
determination.

She is the oldest of 12 children, with
10 living in the Phoenix area. Her father
worked in the Army as a helicopter mechanic
before becoming an entrepreneur with pool
businesses in California and Arizona. Today,
six of Clark’s brothers own and work in a
separate Valley pool operation.

There is also a long history of military

service, including Clark’s husband and two
of their four sons. One of many special events
at Molly’s House since its opening was a free
pancake social on Veterans Day. Another was a
Thanksgiving feast for the community.

“The military holds a real dear place in
my heart) Clark said. “At Thanksgiving, we
wanted to provide a safe place, a warm place for
people to have a meal, talk, meet new friends.
I remember that my dad worked really hard to
put that meal on the table for us”

Today, family extends to the young people
and their parents who rely on Clark.

“When doing this building, the biggest
thing was building that gap between a ‘facility
feel' and a ‘family feel! When you walk in, I
want you to smell pancakes, smell eggs, smell
sausage, and feel like you are at home,” she

Amalia Clark, owner of Molly's House of
Little Feet, makes a batch of grilled cheese
sandwiches for the kids in her fully functional
and up-to-code kitchen.

"Molly" in the title "Molly's House of
Little Feet" is short for the owner's

first name, Amalia.
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The facilities at Molly's House of Little Feet include nearly 3,000 square feet of play space.

emphasized. “They’re not just going to daycare;
they’re going to their second home. Teachers are
like co-parents.”

Catherine Burkhardt has experienced that
family feeling with both of her sons — the oldest
now in elementary school and the second at
Molly’s House.

“What sold me on Molly’s in the first
place was that preschool education with the
home environment. When my oldest went to
kindergarten,” she recalled, “his teacher thanked
me for the knowledge he had. That was all
Molly”

But it goes beyond education.

“Molly knows the families, she knows
the siblings, the parents, the grandparents,”
Burkhardt added. “They are not just another
child to her. I know they are getting that warm,
loving relationship while I'm at work?”

Learning for the future
With a waiting list already in place, there are
plans to expand.

The benefits, Clark said, will be bigger
classrooms for current children and the addition
of before- and after-school programs.

Bryan Mordt

“I like structured chaos. Implementing a
preschool environment wasn't very hard,” she
said. “I really want to get my children running
into those kindergarten doors, not just with
their education but with their behaviors, their
manners, knowing how to say please, thank you,
talking with their teachers and being respectful”

Isabel Quezada works with pre-K children
at Molly’s House. Starting this year, she’s been
working with 2-year-olds. Each day is better
than the previous, she said.

“I love being able to teach the kids their
letters and numbers and having them go
home and tell their friends what they learned,”
Quezada said. “T've learned better techniques on
how to teach each individual age”

Both Quezada and Cochran cite the
extended patience that comes with the role and
the caring environment.

“I come from a big family,” said Cochran, a
lifelong Maricopa resident. “I love the kids and
watching them grow”

And while Clark is thrilled with her current
staff, she knows many will eventually move
on. As she works to mentor them, she offered,
“Won't it be nice to put someone who has the
work ethic, manners and common sense out
into the workforce and help add to it?”

Registration opens March 21

/ Central
} Arizona
j College

www.centralaz.edu
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So, was the extended journey to create Molly’s

NATALLIE STEVENS

Improved cancer care,

“J Pinal Cancer &

House and the exhausting days as a childcare O‘vl1el"’ AZ Natlll‘al BI‘O‘VS

enhanced services... New name.

Our physicians have deep roots in the Casa
Grande area, delivering innovative cancer
care in your community. Offering advanced
treatments and a variety of services
including surgery, medical oncology and
radiation oncology.

d e

Carlos E.
Arce-Lara, MD

« On-site laboratory services

« In-house pathology

« Home delivery of oral cancer medications

- Care management team for patient support

SurgeryCenter

A DIVISION OF AMERICAN ONCOLOGY PARTNERS, P.A.

Proud to serve
patients at our two
locations:

Cancer Clinic
1876 E. Sabin Dr., Suite 10
Casa Grande, AZ 85122

P (520) 836-9800

provider worth the struggle? The answer comes
as Clark happily high-fives her pre-K students
as they line up and exit their classroom to go
wash their hands. It's undoubtedly just one sign
of many that takes place during a typical day.

Clark said her story can be an example for
others.

“Sometimes, we have a dream, but we too
easily allow outside things to push us down
instead of fighting or talking or communicating
or trying to find, ‘OK, what else can we do?’
A lot of times it is thinking outside the box to
make these dreams come true,” she said.

“For anybody, this can happen. You just
have to keep getting back up. Don't quit so
easily. Don't let the one thing that gets in your
way (end your dream)”

Hometown: Salvador,
Brazil

Residence: Glennwilde
Maricopan since: 2019

Family: Husband Justin
and baby Lincoln

Hobbies: Outdoors with
family and dogs!

Dream vacation:
Bali, Indonesia

Like most about
Maricopa: Friendly

Drink: Rosé wine

Meal: If | have rice and
beans | am happy, LOL

Restaurant:
Plaza Bonita

Getaway: Somewhere
with a beach

Quote: “What you think,
you become. What you
feel, you attract. What
you imagine, you create.’
-Buddha

Words to live hy:
Be grateful ALWAYS!

Surgery Clinic Burkhardt, for one, is glad Clark worked so community
We’re transforming oncology to better meet 5, CO“O”WAOZOd '-15‘2”29 diligently to make her dream come true. FAVORITE ... Joke: When people
the needs of those we care for and the Casa Grande, AZ 85 “I wasn't going anywhere,” she said. “I told Movie: “Eat. Prav. Loy MK that permanent
communities we serve. M RanlwonMD P (520) 876-0416 her if she had closed her doors, I would have Ovig: “al, Tray, Love makeup is equal to
ourelo, had to quit my job because I didn’t trust my kids Song: “l am Woman” tattoos or doesn’t
with anyone else” F
Y ? by Emmy Meli look natural.
PinalCancerSurgery.com | Formerly Alliance Cancer Care and Alliance Surgery Arizona Mhsica it
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Photographer important
part of high school graduations

ICTOR MORENO HAS SHOT
dozens of covers for InMaricopa,

Vv

magazine but in terms of volume,
the magazine photos are a small
percentage of his work.

He shoots photos at all kinds of community
happenings. Sometimes, the City hires him for
events; other times he’s capturing events on
his own time. When people see Victor coming
their way with a camera, they know it's time to
smile. He shares photos on his Facebook page.

But in early 2020, when the COVID-19
pandemic hit Maricopans the hardest, there
weren't many people smiling.

The pandemic struck in the spring months
and some people started losing jobs. As a
result, suddenly out-of-work parents were
calling Victor to cancel or postpone their
children's planned graduation portraits.

"They were telling me that they couldn't
afford it because the husband lost his job and
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Victor Moreno talks to a subject

during a recent photo session.

the wife was the only one working, or vice
versa," Victor said.

Graduating high school is a special time for
kids everywhere. That year was disappointing
for many, as the annual commencement at Ram
Stadium would be canceled, with graduates
picking up their diplomas in a drive-thru
ceremony. And then the cap-and-gown photos
treasured by parents were in jeopardy for some.

In many ways, the portraits represent the
final chapter of childhood for these kids and
their parents.

Victor wanted to help. He wanted to make
a difference in these family's lives.

"I felt bad for them," Victor said.

Inspiration came from Linette Caroselli, a
local teacher. She sponsored the first graduate,
paying for the photos of a graduate whose
family couldn’t afford them in tough times,
and showed Victor how he could move forward
in a way that helped everyone.

VICTOR MORENO

Residence: Rancho El Dorado
Hometown: Sonora, Mexico

Age: 48

Occupation: Residential painting, 18 years
Wife: Patty, 20 years

Children: Sons, Victor, 18;
Santiago, 15; Sabastian, 11.

Years as a photographer: 6
Favorite camera: Canon 5D Mach 4

Justin Griffin; Victor Moreno

"She called me and asked me, 'May I sponsor
a kid?” Victor recalled. "She told me that there
was a family she cared for and they didn't have
a way to pay for it, but she wanted to give them
that as a gift."

A good deed blossoms

Hoping to restore some semblance of normalcy
for graduates and their families, Victor found a
way to get the community involved — to ensure
more families were able to get portraits.

First, he cut his photography rates by
half, and then he followed up by asking local
businesses to sponsor more kids.

And while the program started two years
ago was intended to help families who had run
into a rough patch during the pandemic, it has
blossomed into something much bigger.

In 2020, Victor and local businesses put
65 kids through his lens that likely would have
gone without professional portraits. Last year,
the number was 98. And this year it will exceed
100. He still does the work at a 50% discount,
and local businesses and individuals pay the
balance. For example, this year, Global Water
will sponsor five graduates.

But now his efforts have moved beyond

a needs-based program. It's become a way of
people in the community doing something nice
for their neighbors.

Some benefactors sponsor a graduate or two
matching interests they had in high school.

"I have one person who wanted to sponsor

a student who participated in band,"
Victor said. "I got in touch with
the guidance counselor at the
high school and we found a
student who fit."

Some  business owners
use the arrangement as an
opportunity to thank employees.
If they have a worker whose son
or daughter is graduating, they
will sponsor the student.

In other cases, the portraits
are paid for by a friend of the graduate’s family.

Custom photo sessions
While these photo shoots normally are about
an hour long, there's a lot of work behind the
scenes. The effort begins weeks before the first
photo is taken.

Victor learns about the students and tries to
conceptualize a photoshoot that fits. Then, after

identifying a location and theme, he organizes
the time and location of the shoot.

To watch Victor work is to see an artist
in his element. He takes time to talk to the
graduates and form a rapport with them. He
makes these graduates, and basically anyone
else who steps in front of his camera,
feel like a million dollars. It’s their day
in the spotlight.

It's important, he explained.

I will talk to them about their
college plans or whatever theyre
planning to do after graduation. I
want them to feel comfortable," Victor
said. "T want them to look relaxed in
their photos."
Following the actual shoot, there's
work to do processing the photos.
And later, he catches up with the parents and
delivers the photos.

This year, his annual project kicked off
in the first week of February. He works long
hours to get most of the shots done before the
graduation ceremony.

Until then, there is no such thing as a free
weekend for Victor.

And he wouldn't have it any other way. in)

WHAT YOUR CAR NEEDS,
ALL UNDER ONE ROOF?
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jiffylube

42100 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.
(520) 635-6257
www.jiffylubearizona.com

No Appointment Necessary!
Call for hours of operation.

Jiffy Lube Signature Service® 0il Change

Service includes up to 5 quarts of Service Pro® Synthetic Blend Motor Qil (5w20 or 5w30)
and multi point inspection. Most vehicles. Other brands of oil available at additional charge.
Shop fees apply. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Coupon Required. Valid at all
Phoenix Metro Valley Locations. Exp. 3/31/2022

All Phoenix Metro Jiffy Lubes are locally owned by the Bové family. Jiffy Lube, the Jiffy Lube design mark and Jiffy Lube Signature
Service® are registered trademarks of Jiffy Lube International, Inc. ©2021 Jiffy Lube International, Inc.

multicare:

SERVICE PRO

D

CODE: 3842SP
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Business,
development
around town

New, premanufactured metal bleachers will be
installed at Sequoia Pathway’s expanded
athletic fields with Willmeng Construction
doing the work at a cost of $140,000.

The former Aaron’s Furniture store at
Maricopa Groves, 44565 W. Edison Road, will
undergo tenant improvements of $800,000
for use as a Sherwin-Williams paint store.
Aaron’s Maricopa LLC owns the property.

Omni Self Storage will build six
commercial buildings at 18000 N. Stonegate
Road: an 8,546-square-foot self-storage
building at a cost of $534,262; a 5,596-square-
foot self-storage building with outdoor RV
storage at a cost of $350,085; an office and
manager’s quarters of 2,892 square feet
at a cost of $178,301; a storage building of
7,996 square feet at a cost of $500,229; and a
70,466-square-foot RV storage facility at a cost
of $5.6 million. All work will be completed by
James A. Campbell Construction Inc.

torCliib

[
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APEX Motor Club will build a
3,925-square-foot auto storage facility for
$378,000 at 22408 N. Ralston Road. It will also
build four garage condominium buildings at a
cost of $1.18 million. All construction will be
done by John D. Hensler LLC.

La Casa Dulce LLC will build a $500,000
clubhouse facility at Bungalows on Bowlin,
44900 W. Bowlin Road for owner Desert
Cedars Equities East LLC.

REV@Porter will build a $814,325
clubhouse building at 17805 N. Porter Road.
Sodella Construction Inc. will do the work.

Wynn Nail Salon, a new business at 20350
N. John Wayne Pkwy., Suite 120, is undergoing
tenant improvements to an existing, vacant,
landlord suite. There is no exterior work in the
renovation.

ATL Wings
administrative zoning compliance following

restaurant will receive

tenant improvements at a 1,258-square-foot
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space in Maricopa Towne Plaza, 19975 N. John
Wayne Pkwy. The owner is Triple B AZ LLC.

Zoning compliance has been granted to
Jimmy John's for its location in a new shell
building in Sonoran Creek Marketplace at
20320 N. John Wayne Pkwy.

CVS Pharmacy at 44274 W. Smith-
Enke Road will spend $75,000 to remodel its
1,200-square-foot pharmacy area. Rancho El
Dorado Pinal County AZ CVS owns the facility
and Diamond Contractors Inc. will do the work.

McDonald’s in Maricopa Fiesta, 20700
N. John Wayne Parkway, will undergo a
$200,000 renovation of the restaurant. The
property is owned by McDonald’s Real Estate
Company with work to be completed by RWB
Construction and Development LLC.

Heritage Point Garage will spend
$113,628 to build a detached structure at 45115
W. Garvey Ave. Maricopa Heritage Pointe
LLC will have the work done by Rick Mosier
Contracting.

Volkswagen of America will spend
$150,000 to upgrade the mechanical and

electrical elements of the HVAC system at
its proving ground, 17169 N. Murphy Road.
Trane US Inc. will do the work.

At 42020 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande
Highway, Fast and Friendly Car Wash will
build a $1.8 million, 5,383-square-foot car
wash at Maricopa Power Center at The Wells.

The Community Park & Pavilion at
Tortosa, 19220 N. Diego Way, will build
2,516-square-foot clubhouse at a cost of
$363,184. The work will be done by AR Mays
Construction Inc.

L'Image Beauty Salon at 41640 W.
Smith-Enke Road will make $110,000 of
tenant improvements to its suite at Maricopa
Grand Professional Village. Torrez Unltd
Construction LLC will do the work.

Supercuts Hair Salon will
$100,000 in tenant improvements at its new

make

shop in Sonoran Creek Marketplace, Suite 130,
20350 N. John Wayne Pkwy.

Arizona Law Dawgs will spend $10,000
on a commercial alteration to a building in
Maricopa Manor, 19950 N. John Wayne Pkwy.

Brian Petersheim Jr.

UU.-..._..d

Alr Conditioning & Heating Service

Quality Service at a Fair Price

Tune-up special

$70

FREE
NEXIA THERMOSTAT

With Installation of
New American Standard Unit

Coupon must be presented before
project completion. Expires 12/31/2022.

(520) 213-5021

R22 FREON IS
NOW OBSOLETE.
CALL NOW FOR
REPLACEMENT INFO.

v Fast, Friendly Local Service

v" Affordable Service Repair
and Replacement

Now providing American Standard
lifetime maintenance service

‘¢°"RM"'4‘
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v Licensed, Bonded and Insured \,\pf_/j
BBB ROC#294841 rrom®”



BUSINESS

A summary of the Jan. 11-Feb. 9
food inspections by Pinal County

& Environmental Health Services

Pﬁl Time/Temperature Control for Safety Food, Hot and Cold Holding
- Internal temperature of sliced roast beef held in the upright warmer
.P..rhy's was 116-120°F. Required temperature: >135°F.

_

Time/Temperature Control for Safety Food, Hot and Cold Holding
Internal temperatures of cut lettuce and tomatoes, sliced roast beef,
mayonnaise and cheese held in the smaller prep unit were 46-49°F.
Required temperature: <41°F.

Separation-Storage
Open bag of sanitizer stored on food-prep sink next to heads of lettuce. Store chemicals
away from food.

Cooling, Heating, and Holding Capacities-Equipment
Ice forming in upper and lower compartments of prep cooler. Cold foods must be kept at
<A1°F.

Food Temperature Measuring Devices
Food probe thermometer missing.

WQUINTA

(L]

ELITER

;4K™2

J * > Preventing Contamination from Hands
Cook used bare hands in direct contact with onion garnish.

Using a Handwashing Sink-Operation and Maintenance
In-use serving bowls held in cook-line hand-wash sink. Hand sinks
are restricted to handwashing only.

Time/Temperature Control for Safety Food, Hot and Cold Holding
Internal temperature of cooked rice held overnight in a separate bowl inside the rice
warmer was 118°F. Required temperature: >135°F.

Equipment, Food-Contact Surfaces, Nonfood-Contact Surfaces, and Utensils
Build-up of debris on non-food contact surfaces/handles and doors of prep coolers and
upright reach-in coolers.

.

Temperature Measuring Devices-Functionality
.47+« Food probe thermometers not working.

Sanitizing Solutions, Testing Devices
Testing strips for quat sanitizer not present.

o

Certified Food Protection Manager
No employees with Certified Food Manager card.

Time/Temperature Control for Safety Food, Hot and Cold Holding
Internal temperatures of milk-based pesto sauce held on ice pack at pizza boxing station
were 59-65°F. Required temperature: <41°F.

Sanitizers, Criteria-Chemicals
In-use chlorine-based sanitizer in the three-compartment sink
tested to be at least 200 ppm. Required: 50-100 ppm.

Sanitizing Solutions, Testing Devices
Testing strips for chlorine-based sanitizer not present.

il'--___--’_- Preventing Contamination from Hands
JSONIC! Employee used bare hands with corn dogs.
T
EXCELLENT Raceway Bar and Grill
Bashas' - Say Sushi
Cilantro's Mexican Cocina - Starbucks Maricopa Station
- Jersey Mike's Subs - Subway
KFC/Long John Silver's - Water and Ice
Papa Murphy's Pizza
QuickTrip
QuickTrip Kitchen

nViaricona... « -

24

LOCAL NEWS  COUPONS

CALENDAR - ADVERTISING
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Maricopad Homepage Since 2004 ‘
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SATISFACTORY
. Arby's SATISFACTORY Violations

Good Repair and Proper Adjustment-Equipment
Gaskets on stacked freezers damaged. Door plate on walk-in cooler damaged.

Floors, Walls and Ceilings-Cleanability
Floor seams in front of the grill damaged.

EXCELLENT No violations found.

corrected during inspection.

La Quinta Inn and Suites NEEDS IMPROVEMENT Critical items

Li's Garden noted during inspection cannot be

Little Caesars Pizza corrected immediately requiring

MOD Pizza follow-up inspection.

Rosati's Pizza UNACCEPTABLE Gross, unsanitary
Lo conditions necessitating the

Sonic Drive-In

discontinuation of service.

Source: Pinal County
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we’ve got the space you need!

Online or in-person, count on storage your way with solutions that make things easy
for you including contact-free online rentals.

D Online Rental with SmartRental
No-Commitment Reservations

Climate Controlled Storage Units

8
w8 24/7 Video Recording
@

Flexible Month-to-Month Lease Scan QR Code

first month | 207 0
F R E E % month?y r;{zzf

Call or go online to reserve your space today.

® CUBESMART

self storage
520-582-0479 | cubesmart.com

Offer expires March 31, 2022.

*Restrictions, fees, and taxes may apply. Must present this original coupon at time of rental. Only available at 20215 N John Wayne Pkwy, Maricopa, AZ CubeSmart location. Call for full details.

Conveniently located at 20215 N John Wayne Pkwy., Maricopa, AZ 85139.




Fungal nail
infection
treatment

BY KRISTINA DONNAY, FNP-C

ANY PEOPLE DEVELOP A FUNGAL
nail infection at some point in their
life. It’s typically not serious but can be
unpleasant and very difficult to treat.
Fungal-infected nails develop slowly and
cause the nail to become discolored, thickened,
and distorted. The medical name for a fungal
nail infection is onychomycosis. Don’t cover up
your nails with polish or closed toe shoes, there
are various treatments options to eliminate the
fungus.

Signs and symptoms of a fungal nail
infection:

At the early stages a fungal infection may not
be obvious. As it progresses the infection can
cause:

1. Discoloration of the nail. It may turn
white, black, yellow, or green.

2. Thickening or distortion of the nail, the
nail may become an unusual shape or
texture and be difficult to trim.

3.1t may lead to pain or discomfort,
particularly when using or placing
pressure on the affected toe or finger.

4. Brittle or crumbly nails. Pieces of
your nail may break oft or come away
completely.

5. Foul odor, debris may build up underneath
the nail causing an unpleasant odor.
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The infection can spread to other nails on
the hands or foot compounding the problem. In
some instances, it may spread to the nearby skin.

Causes and risk factors of nail
fungus infections

While fungal nails can be embarrassing, it
doesn’t mean you have bad hygiene. Anyone
can develop nail fungus. The root cause is
exposure to a fungal organism that usually
enters the nail through a crack in the nail
or a cut in the nearby skin. Yeast and
molds can also cause nail infections.

EXCELLENT
CARE.
EXCEPTIONAL

You may also acquire a fungal nail
infection if you share clippers with
someone else.

« Having a minor nail or skin injury

o Weakened immune system or having a
chronic disease
« Wearing tight shoes with a narrow toe box

Common treatment options for

toenail fungus

Fungal nails are notoriously difficult to treat

with home remedies alone. Many people resort

to antifungal tablets or antifungal nail paints.

These typically will need to be administered
over several months.

Here at Maricopa Wellness Center
we offer the Aerolase Neo laser to
treat fungal infections.

Clinical research has shown that

RESULTS.

Certain factors can increase your
risk of developing a nail fungus.
« Sweating heavily
« Having a history of athlete’s foot
o Walking barefoot in damp communal
areas, such as swimming pools, gyms, and
shower rooms.

The Aerolase Neo laser used
to treat fungal infections.

the Neo laser is capable of effectively
superheating the skin tissue beneath the
finger and toenails, causing the coagulation
of the soft tissue that is contaminated with
fungal material. This can result in a significant
cosmetic enhancement for patients in as little
as one treatment. Treatment of nails with the
Neo laser is fast, convenient, and comfortable.
Most treatments can be done in as little as 10
minutes. The Neo laser is also highly effective
in treating warts, spider veins, and other
conditions of the foot and ankle.
Call today to schedule a consultation and
get back into open toed shoes. in}

75 520-464-6193
0 MaricopaWellnessCenter.com
41600 W. Smith-Enke Road
Building 14, Suite 3

SPONSORED CONTENT
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A place for ALL Realtors to win!

The Clubhouse will be hosting
regular classes, CE classes,
events, masterminds, blood
drives, and more on a monthly
basis. To view our calendar,

go to:

All licensed Realtors are
welcome to attend.

If you are interested in getting
licensed, visit:

| CLUBHOUSE

WORK | LEARN | CONNECT

631 E Cottonwood Lane
Casa Grande, AZ 85122

520.759.3055

CALL TODAY

to get started!
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Look to Sun Life Health for

Sun Life Health

HEALTH STARTS HERE

ELECTING THE RIGHT OBSTETRICIAN
early on in your pregnancy can make a
huge difference in your health and that
of your newborn.

Fortunately, finding that connection in
Pinal County is easier than you might think.

Sun Life Health, a medical group with roots
in Pinal County and the East Valley, has five
doctors specializing in obstetrics, including
Dr. Jonathan Willms; Dr. Susan Stein; Dr.
Ryan Schmidt; Dr. Pavel Petkov and Dr. Logan
Walter, who all have a combined 53 years of
experience.

Those five are the doctors on call at the
maternity center at Banner Casa Grande
Medical Center, which was recently recognized
by Newsweek as one of the nation’s premier
maternity hospitals.

Newsweek partnered with The Leapfrog
Group, a national nonprofit organization that
reports on the safety and quality performance
of U.S. health care facilities, to highlight the
Best Maternity Hospitals of 2021.

To earn recognition from Newsweek, several
benchmarks had to be met. An important one
is the rate of primary C-sections versus vaginal
births. Most hospitals aim to keep the rate
of primary C-sections at 25 percent. To be
considered for the award, the rate had to be less
than 23.9 percent. The rate for Sun Life Health
is 12 percent.

Willms, who serves as the Chief Medical
Officer and Director of Obstetrics and
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Gynecology for Sun Life, said that avoiding

C-sections is the healthier way to go for the
mother.

“Once youve had that first c-section,
most of the time youre going to end up with
a c-section next time,” Willms said. “And with
each additional c-section, there are higher risks
such as increased risk of infection or damage to
the bladder or the intestines”

Four years ago, Willms was instrumental
in helping to elevate the care of infants in Casa
Grande. Under his watch, the facility attained
and maintained approval to operate a level 2
neonatal intensive care unit (NICU), which
means that the facility can care for infants 32
weeks and older. Most community hospitals
have a Level 1 NICU, which means they can
only care for infants 36 weeks and older.

“It’s a real achievement that a hospital of
this size has a level 2 NICU,” Willms said.
“There aren’t a lot of community hospitals
out there with that ability. It has to be a relief
for parents to not have to drive 40 minutes
to spend time with their infants. Instead, for
most, it’s only a 15 minute drive. That’s a big
difference in a lot of parents’ lives.”

Samantha Reinhard, the Director of
Community Outreach at Sun Life Health, said
that a successful delivery starts in the early
phases of a pregnancy.

“It's a testament to our education level and
our patients being able to like reach out to us
and feel comfortable about where they stand,’

award-winning maternal care

Reinhard said. “Unfortunate circumstances can
happen quick and if you have that communica-
tion established with your provider, youre more
likely to call and get the help you need”

The team at Sun Life Health is big enough to
be there when you need them, but small enough
to know your name, as Reinhard explained.

“The fact is that they are really, the only
people you might encounter when you go
to Banner Casa Grande Medical Center,”
Reinhard said. “Unlike other hospitals, you
don’t get lost in the shuffle of whoever’s just on
call that day, because it is us!”

Sun Life also offers gynecological care.

Willms added that Sun Life strives to offer
the highest level of evidence-based medicine
and practice backed up by proven guidelines.

And part of that approach is to opt for
the least invasive form of treatment whenever
possible.

“90 percent of our surgeries are performed
in a minimally invasive manner,;” Willms said.
“Our practice has a very high commitment to
minimally invasive surgery.

To achieve this goal, the staff avoids putting
a patient under the knife and for example, opts
for performing a hysterectomy with a robotic
arm, known as the Da Vinci robot.

“My patients go home that day;” Willms said.
“Whereas if we operated and used the larger
incision, they might have to stay in the hospital
for 2 to 3 days”

“There’s still some pain, but the recovery is
much faster”

Regardless of whether a woman’s pregnant
or in another phase of her life, Willms said that
the staff at Sun Life Health are there to help.

“We want women to live their healthiest
lives and have a healthy pregnancy; Willms
said. “And we really want to help with their
problems. Heavy periods or painful periods
can be debilitating and really affect a woman’s
quality of life and we want to help with that”

“We want them to leave our offices healthier
and to have a better quality of life as a result of
interacting with us. Our commitment to our
patients comes first and foremost.” B

75V 520-568-2245
% SunlLifeHealth.org
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BY C. JON BEECROFT DPM, FACFAS

THOUGHT IT WOULD BE INTERESTING TO
peek inside a doctor's mind when seeing a
patient.

The first thing when meeting a patient is
to listen. It is easy to assume, when someone
comes in for foot or ankle pain, that it is the
same thing we have seen 100 times that week.
However, I was once told by a mentor that,
“if you listen to your patient long enough,
they will tell you what's wrong with them.”
Gathering information can be from what the
patient says, labs, x-rays, ultrasound, MRI’s or
CT scan. All are valuable methods.

As a physician, we have to make judgment
calls daily about one's health, both mentally
and physically. One has to look at the entire
body, how the patient lives, what their lifestyle
is like. In addition, we decide if the treatment

Communication key to
a successful treatment plan

advised to the patient is even possible. A
surgery may not be possible if a patient is not
able to rest and let the surgery heal properly.
Another judgment made is if the patient
understands what is being explained to them.
Many elderly patients may not hear well or
understand what is being talked about.
Physicians thinkaboutinsurance coverage.
The cost of medicine can be very confusing.
Insurance dictates how we are allowed to help.
For example, often I need an MRI to diagnose
a problem. Waiting for an insurance company
to clear an MRI can be frustrating. This is
difficult for the physician as well as the patient,
as treatment can be delayed by insurance.
Thoughts we have at the end of the visit:
Did everything get done that needs to be
done? Did the prescription get sent? Did

the right prescription get sent to the correct
pharmacy? Is the medication covered by their
insurance? Did the patient understand what
the treatment process will be? Did we see
the patient promptly, and did we answer all
the questions? Did we return a phone call to
the patient's primary care? Did the patient's
referral go through to another specialist?

The questions go on and on. We often wake
in the middle of the night and wonder what we
can do to help our patients.

This is just a small view of what occurs
in the mind of a physician while you are
being seen. Listening to the patient, making
judgment calls, how coverage or insurance
plays into the treatment and finally, did
everything talked and discussed during the
visit get done properly and timely?

At Maricopa Foot and Ankle, our goal is
always to help the patient. in]

77 520-494-1090
MFAAC.com
SPONSORED CONTENT
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Landscaping & Masonry Supplies
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Pavers ¢ Granite » Landscape Supplies

Shade Structures ¢ Artificial Turf

DELIVER
VALLEYWIDE

(480) 759-6432

rocknroll@gilanet.net

Mon-Fri 6am - 4pm
' Sat 7am - Noon
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e fOP finding, fixing leaks

ID YOU KNOW THAT JUST ONE YEAR

of water leaks in your home can

waste enough water to fill a backyard

swimming pool? Water-wasting leaks
include running toilets, faulty irrigation,
dripping faucets, and other leaking pipes
around your home. Most leaks can be fixed
easily and can save your family more than 10
percent on water bills! That’s like saving $1 for
every $10 spent on water.

Before you can fix leaks, you must find
them. Luckily Global Water Resources has
made that easy!

We invested in our community by installing
smart water metering, also known as Advanced
Metering Infrastructure (AMI). All customers
in the City of Maricopa have an AMI meter that
is linked to the Global Water customer portal.

Use this QR code to sign up if you haven’t
done so already:
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The customer portal allows you to pay
your bill online, learn about your near real-
time water use, set water budgets for your
household, and set up notifications. What is
most amazing about AMI is that Global Water
will automatically send you a notification via
email, text, or call if a possible leak is detected!

Help us celebrate wise water use with our
partner, the U.S. EPA, during Fix-a-Leak Week
March 14-20. By taking only 10 minutes to walk
around your home to find and fix leaks you
can save water and money. Are you up for the
challenge?

Here are some tips for finding leaks in and
around your home:

o Walk through your house listening for
running toilets and looking for drips.
Drips usually mean leaks.

Place a drop of food coloring in the toilet
tank. If color shows up in the toilet bowl
after a few minutes without flushing, you
have a leak. Many toilet leaks are caused
because the “flapper” is decayed or broken.
Timed irrigation systems often water
your landscape when you aren’t around.

Turn on your irrigation system every
few months and take a walk around your
yard looking for puddles and broken drip
emitters. This simple practice can save
loads of wasted water. m

% gwresources.com/
conservation-education
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Take the 10-Minute
Leak Challenge!

—= You could

savelll

@ thousand gallons of water per yoear

percent on water and sewar bills
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months of watar to wash lawndry

Plumbing: It’s the little things

BY TERRY LEAMON, MY MARICOPA PLUMBER

VERY DAY YOU USE WATER FIXTURES
in your home. People take for granted
turning faucets on and off, flushing toilets
and washing laundry.

When something goes awry with them, i.e.
not water coming out or a slow drip, you notice
immediately and resolve the issue.

How many times do the little things get
overlooked in a home, which can cause some of
the biggest problems? Just getting into the habit
of doing a regular check on trivial things, every
six months, whether by you or a plumber, can
help prevent future damage and save you the
headache, time, and money.

These “little things” I am referring to are
the shut-off valves in your home. For example,
angle stops and supply lines to toilets, sinks,
water heater valves, washing machine valves
and main line shut off valves.

It is as simple as if a homeowner is buying
a new appliance or they have decided to move
and find the shut off valves behind the washer
either don’t work or have been leaking over
time. We also see time after time, the shut off
valves that are corroded or a main shut off
valve to the home, where the homeowner must
shut water off to the house and the valve does

not work.

Toma Fitzgerald and
Ferry Leamon

A slow drip that has gone unnoticed under
a kitchen sink, bathroom sink or from toilets,
may cause some major damage to homes.
Sometimes it’s just water damage and in some
cases, black mold damage.

By testing and turning your valves on and
off, making sure your shut off valves work
properly at all water sources and having no
leaks, you can stay on top of those annoying
little problems that could cost you in the long

run. m

755 520-509-7948
MyMaricopaPlumber.com
44400 W. Honeycutt Road, Suite 110
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WIN FREE HOUSE
PAYMENTS FOR
72 MONTHS!

Courtesy of 72SOLD
#1in Arizona Real Estate!

DETAILS ol B .

No purchase necessary.

7 zs OLD wants to No strings attached,

Just a thank you for making

72S0OLD
m ak e y ou’ h ouse #1in Arizona Real Estate.
payment fo’ 72 The winner will be announced

ENTER TO WIN AT

’
~
during a special NBC 12 NEWS

mon thSlll TV broadcast on March 8th at \ Winn er to b € announ ced
6:30 pm featuring Greg Hague On NBC 12 NeWS

and Destry Jetton. You don’t
have to watch to win.
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Maricopa boys find success
in postseason play

It was a wild and crazy night on Feb. 11 at Maricopo High School as
the Rams defeated Phoenix Desert Vista 71-63 to win their second
postseason game since 2006. The students and the pep band
showed up in force to support the Rams, who won their 24th game

of the season. Kevin Patton Jr. (No. 0) finished the game with 27
points, 9 rebounds, 3 assists and 2 blocks. Isaac Warren's four
3-pointers also proved key for the Rams, who led from start to
finish. Warren finished with 14 points. The Rams' John Wiltz (No.
2) had 8 points and 6 rebounds, Bryson McLemore-Kelly (No. 20)
added 9 points, and Khayree Rashed (No. 35) scored 9 points,
and was a force under the basket for the Rams with 13 rebounds.
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lForever young

At 64, firefighter a source of boundless energy

CITY kF
MARLCOPA

M

FIEEMEIRICAL

NEARLY 19 YEARS AGO, AT THE AGE OF 46, MARICOPA
Fire engineer James Huerta wasn’t your average
whippersnapper taking the Candidate Physical Agility
Test.

The eight-part CPAT is a rigorous challenge to
show whether a candidate has the physical strength and
endurance to handle the demands of being a firefighter.

Firefighting is really for young men and women. By
the time they hit 46, many firefighters are thinking of
retirement or have already hung up their boots.
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For Huerta, it was the beginning of the next chapter
of his life. Hed practiced and prepared for eight months
before making the trip to Phoenix to take the CPAT for
the first time.

But watching fellow firefighters in their late teens and
early 20s struggle with the test made Huerta wonder.

“I'm lined up with about 60 young kids of different
sizes, nationalities and whatnot,” Huerta recalled. “And
I'm thinking, ‘What am I up against?’ I see these kids go
before me and they’re failing at it; muscular young men
failing ... and I'm wondering if I prepared enough.”

While other candidates in the physical peak of their
lives had youth on their side, Huerta had something that
could not be measured — determination.

James Huerta, far right,
stands with his teammates
inside Fire Station 575.
From left, Paramedic

Ben Blanco, Captain Josh
Eads and Firefighter
Anthony Stimac.

Victor Moreno

CITY OF
MARICOP




I kissed my wife and my kids
goodnight, and then I'd go to
school. Two days out of the
week I go to school at night,
studying and then go right back
to work the next day. And that’s
how I got through my semester
work and got certifications.”
JAMES HUERTA

After spending most of his professional life making
good money as a plumber, he was on a mission. It dawned
on him the trade was going to wear out his body one day,
and he would have nothing to show for it — and no way
to take care of his family.

“I realized the other guys had all that gumption but
what they didn’t have I had — the motivation,” said
Huerta, who turns 65 this month. “It was the whole idea
of why I changed trades — to get a retirement for myself
and my family”

In Huerta’s mind, it had all come down to one day —
the day of CPAT — and he wasn’t looking for any moral
victories. Huerta excelled at the events, finishing at Level
1, the highest ranking a candidate can earn.

That wasn't the last day Huerta had to take the CPAT.
He’s had to take it many other times through his 50s and
early 60s, and his ranking remains at Level 1 or 2, which
means top physical condition.

But on that day 19 years ago, one event, the stair mill,
was particularly memorable.

The stamina-measuring equipment is reminiscent of
a StairMaster. Candidates must stay on it for an extended
period.

“I went through that thing in a blaze,” Huerta recalled.
“I came out at the end, given it my all, and the proctor
asked me if I was upset and why I was so mad”

Huerta explained to the proctor he wasn’t mad. In
fact, anger had nothing to do with it. He was looking to
make a statement. He didn’t just want to pass. He wanted
to dominate the test and the equipment.

“I'm here to break your stuff;” Huerta told the proctor.

Time for a change

Huerta has always been a man with his eye on the future.
Plumbing was the profession that fed his family and kept
a roof over their heads. But at 40 and retirement only a
couple of decades away, his interests started to change. He
was looking for a job that would provide a solid retirement
plan, in this case, a pension, and at the same time, make a
difference in the lives of others.

Firefighters and other public service workers get the
benefit of a pension upon retiring and receive it until they
die. And in some cases, their loved ones receive it after
they die.
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People don’t normally give it much thought, but
plumbing is a physically demanding job. Plumbers crawl
around on their hands and knees, contorting their bodies
into strange positions to reach pipes under sinks or in
crawl spaces.

“Plumbing was gonna kill my body as I got older,”
Huerta said. “My parents, my father, my uncles, my
brothers all did it and they all got really weak, and they
didn’t get to live a long life.

“It's not that firefighting is that much easier, but I just
knew I needed to change my life. This was a change that
presented me with the opportunity to reach goals that I
had for myself and my family”

Huerta knew the challenges his age would present as a
first responder, but he stuck with it.

“I figured people were going to tell me that I'm too
old to even start,” Huerta said. “But I was going to give it
a shot. They can’t discriminate against my age if I can do
the job”

Inspired by a new way forward, Huerta studied at night
to earn his certifications while working his plumbing job
during the day.

“I kissed my wife and my kids goodnight, and then I'd
go to school,” he recalled. “Two days out of the week, I go
to school at night, studying and then go right back to work
the next day. And that's how I got through my semester
work and got certifications”

But even with paper in hand, Huerta still had work to
do. He needed to learn other skills. He volunteered as a
firefighter and worked on an ambulance crew.

“I want to be on a truck;” Huerta said. “I wanted to be
on an engine”

“I got an opportunity to be on an ambulance first,
and I took that without a question,” Huerta said, noting
firefighters first on the scene often deal with people’s
injuries.

It was a methodical move by Huerta that pays
dividends to this day.

James Huerta snaps a
photo with Zollee Hicks,
one of a set of twins (the
other's name is Zoe) that
the crew of Engine 575
helped deliver in 2013. As
the twins' mother, Sherese
was being driven by her
uncle and aunt, it was clear
she needed immediate
help. The crew met them at
the Circle K at the corner of
John Wayne Parkway and
Smith-Enke Road, where
firefighter/paramedic

Josh Eads, now the team's
captain, helped Hicks
deliver the first twin. To his
surprise, the girl came out
feet-first. The baby was not
only breech but also had
the umbilical cord around
her neck. The second baby
was born — again feet first
— en route to the Chandler
Regional Medical Center.
The twins reunited with the
crew of Engine 575 back

in 2017.

InMaricopa file photo
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PATHWAY HAS ADDED
BUS ROUTES!

Sequoia Pathway Academy K-12
continues full in-person learning!
In addition to its new STEAM building and
on-campus Astro-turf football field, Campus

Director, Lee Bryan and Elementary Principal,

Taylor Stanton invite you to come and see
why students love learning here!!!

Where EVGI’y Pathway is a
Child
Is Known

tuition-free,
public charter
school serving
K-12 students.

Apply online at
SequoiaPathway.org

under Employment
Opportunities

19265 N. Porter Road

Elementary (520) 568-9333
Secondary (520) 568-2112

SequoiaPathway.org



JAMES HUERTA Grandchildren: Three
granddaughters,
ages 18, 16, 14; five
Age: 64 grandsons, ages 13, 6,

5, and 6 months and

Birthday: March 22 .
another due in March

Hometown: Phoenix
Wife: Beth Huerta
24 years

Children: Four

sons ages 21, 26, 30,
38; two daughters,
ages 20 and 31

Activities: Plays
on a semipro travel
softball team

Years of service: 19

Firehouse: Don Pearce
Fire Station No. 575

Ben Blanco, who serves on Huertas team as a
paramedic, took notice of his colleague’s bedside manner.

“He’s really good at dealing with families,” Blanco said.
“He goes above and beyond to acknowledge if theres a
family member having a medical emergency and taking
stock of every member of that household, helping them
out, or just putting them at ease. It might be something as
simple as giving a kid a fire helmet or stickers.

“He just goes the extra step.”

A man of character

Huerta isn’t the leader of his team. But if you've spent any
time around the man, it's obvious he leads by example and
the sheer strength of his character.

Josh Eads, the team’s captain, came up through the
ranks, beginning as a fireman on Huerta’s team.

“I started out working as a firefighter underneath
him;” Eads said. “Jimmy’s been an engineer a long time
and I learned a lot from him. I give a lot of credit to that
experience for where I am today”

The best leaders are often the best followers.

“What I appreciate and respect about Jimmy is that
he’s older than me,” Eads said. “He could be my father. But
he’s humble and respectful that I'm half his age and the
captain. He could be disgruntled about it. But he’s not and
we have such a good working relationship”

Huerta agreed.

“There’s a lot of respect earned, and a lot of respect
given,” he said.

Anthony Stimac, a firefighter on the team, has worked
with Huerta for nearly 15 years.

“We've been on some crazy calls together,” Stimac said.
“There’s a bond there. We're family. I call him dad, and
he calls me son. Anytime I've needed anything, he’s been
there. If  have a plumbing problem at the house, he comes
over and fixes it and doesn’'t look for anything. He does it
out of the kindness of his heart. He and his wife are both
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that way and thats why theyre so well-respected in the
community”

Blanco has only worked with Huerta a year or so but
feels a strong connection.

“He’s a man of his word and even if that word is harsh,”
Blanco said. “And I think that, as a society, we're missing
that a lot. A lot of men won't take the time to correct

young people. From my experience, he’s a guy who can
tell me personally when I need to do better”

“You can tell when he’s got something important
to say, because he'll start with ‘Mijo, a Spanish term of
endearment that means ‘my son,” Blanco added. “He
won't say that if he doesn't feel like you will take it the right
way. But when he says mijo, you know that whatever he
has to say next is important”

Huerta values relationships, especially the one with
his wife, Beth, who works at Global Water as their Client
Services Supervisor. The two have been married for 24
years.

“She’s the most important person in my life,” Huerta
said. “Beth has been with me through thick and thin. She
encouraged me to take the path that I have. Without her, I
can’t even imagine where I'd be today”

James Huerta says his
wife Beth is the love of his
life and has served as a
guiding light as he's moved
from one chapter of his life
to the next.

MUSD Dual Language Immersion Program

The Dual Language Immersion Program introduces preschool, kindergarten, and first grade
students to the world of bilingualism, biliteracy, and cultural competency. Students receive
instruction and explore content in English/Spanish to develop building blocks that will
prepare them to be fluent speakers of a second language.

BENEFITS

¢ Higher self esteem and confidence

¢ Improved reading abilities

e Better problem solving

e Improved cognitive stimulation

e Higher levels of engagement

*  Promotes bilingualism and biliteracy
e Greater cultural competency

RESERVE A SPACE

Email us at duallanguage@musd20.org

Program located at Santa Rosa Elementary School
To register for preschool, kindergarten, or first-grade

Dual Language Immersion classes call 520-568-6150.

Serving Students in Preschool-1st Grade

NOW
REGISTERING

PROGRAM FEATURES

English/Spanish programming

* Certified teachers

¢ Research-based curriculum

¢ Instruction and assessment in two languages

¢ Students communicate in two languages;
gain fluency in the second language

¢ Planned implementation through Grade 5
¢ Open enrollment*

LEARN MORE

Visit www.musd20.org/duallanguage o

*Preschool: Tuition is $620/month for children q v

ages 4 &5 M;éd%lhglomgﬁ
Kindergarten and First Grade: Tuition-free for

children age 5 before Sept. 1, 2022



The next chapter

Huerta is in his 19" year of service with the
Maricopa Fire Department, which means in
a year he’ll give what amounts to a five-year
retirement notice, or as it’s called, “The Drop.”
After he gives notice, he can decide to retire at
any point in the next five years. If he works five
more years, his retirement becomes automatic.

Hell eventually retire, but dont expect
Huerta to find a rocking chair and a porch
anytime soon. He’s still in peak physical
condition. In his last CPAT test, he came away
with a Level 1 status.

“I'm not going to retire and sit around and
think about the days past,” Huerta said. “T'm
going to keep on trucking. I look at it as the
next chapter.”

Huerta plays for a semi-pro softball team
that travels all over the country. And while
that team consists of players his age, they still
routinely compete with younger teams.

Huerta also plans on working in some
capacity. That could include a job working with
a utility company or returning to plumbing in
a consultancy role.

“Imalready thinking about it,” Huerta said.
“There are some young guys in the profession

COMMUNITY

that I'd like to help. When I was coming up,
someone was there to help teach me and make
me what [ am.”

Huerta will keep working, living and
playing.

“Sometimes, I get asked, ‘when are you
going to stop playing ball?” Probably when I
can’t see the ball or field the ball. If I get hurt
playing ball then, hey, I gotta start thinking
about something else.”

A BATTLE WITH COVID

ames Huerta caught COVID-19 in
November 2020. Despite his incredible
physical shape, the coronavirus hit hard.

It all started the Saturday before
Thanksgiving when Huerta was informed
his whole team had come down with
the virus and he needed to get tested.

Huerta and his wife Beth both went to a
testing site at midnight in Gilbert and a few
hours later, the results came back positive.

"OK, well, let's see what happens,”
Huerta recalled. “Early evening that Sunday,
I'm sick and not feeling good. It felt like
the flu, no big deal. But Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday — I'm feeling worse each day.”

On Thursday morning,
symptoms worsened, and Huerta
decided to go to the hospital.

“They checked me out,” he remembered.
“They've got me on double IVs, oxygen
and | hear them whispering behind the
curtain and | can hear the doctor say,

‘This guy needs to go on a ventilator."”

With only one ventilator on hand,
doctors wanted to transport Huerta
to the hospital in Chandler.

Hearing this, Huerta decided to step in.

“Doc!"” Huerta exclaimed. “No
vent! Unhook me, give me what | need
and send me home. Give me what |
need, and I'll do this at home.”

The doctor warned Huerta that if
things went wrong, there might not
be a way to recover. But he eventually
relented and allowed Huerta to go home.

“And then | fought for
my life,” Huerta said.

1ST ANNUAL

COPA

CULTURAL ::::
NIGHT MARKET
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Copa Cultlural Night Market
Friday., March 25, 2022

& - 10 p.m.

Copper Sky Reglonal FPark

diversity ol

evenl

celebrates the
our community while

promolting the arts through dance,

music and visval cralt.

Enjoy a unique varlely of vendors,

cultural

perlormances o n iwo

sfages. art gallery. Native Grill &
Wings Beer and Wine Garden and

food trucks

with an Infernational

appeal. Don't miss [t

Visit H'H'w.l:'ﬂjﬂﬂl!iﬂhfﬁlﬂf‘kﬂl.tﬂm
to learn more,

Even with medication and oxygen,
Huerta’s condition kept getting
worse. On Sunday, a week after his
symptoms began, he asked his wife to
leave him alone for a few minutes.

“I rolled off my bed and got on my knees
and prayed, and said ‘Lord, | don’t have
the strength to do this and if this is the way
I've got to leave this earth, it bothers me
because of everything I've been through
in my life that this is the way I'm going to
leave.” Huerta said. “Give me the strength to
fight this, because | can't do it on my own."

From that point, Huerta curled up
in bed, numb from the knees down.

"It was a serious situation, | had cramps
in both of my legs,’ Huerta said. “I had to
crawl to the bathroom. | couldn’t walk.

“I'm just thinking, ‘This can't be it.

Lord help me. Give me the strength.”

That Sunday night was rough.

He nodded off to sleep that night
wondering if he'd wake up.

“And when | woke, the sun was
peeking through the window at me,’
Huerta said. “l said, ‘Lord, thank you.

At that point, | felt like I'd made it."

It was a serious situation,
I had cramps in both of
my legs, 1 had to crawl to
the bathroom. I couldn’t

walk.” |AMES HUERTA

Huerta felt stronger but he was
only cautiously optimistic. He knew he
still had to get through Monday night
because he seemed to struggle with
Covid more at night than during the day.

“Tuesday morning rolls around
and Beth tells me, ‘You slept the whole
night through. How do you feel?"”

Huerta's legs still didn't work, but he felt
stronger and he'd regained his appetite. He
asked Beth to go to a local diner and get
him two cheese enchiladas, rice and beans.

"l couldn't really taste it too well,
but | ate it and it stayed down and then
I knew | was going to recover,’ Huerta
said. "I hadn’t eaten anything for a week.
I'd lost 20 pounds in seven days.’

Thanks to Beth's dedicated care and

prayers from people in Maricopa and his
softball buddies all over the country, Huerta
was making headway. He eventually went
back to work, but after a day or two, decided
to go back home and finish recovering.

“Josh (Eads, the team captain) was
getting ready to come talk to me and | got
to him first and told him that | didn't feel
like | was up to full speed and that | might
be a detriment to the team,” Huerta said.

Huerta was happy to be recovering,
but he couldn't quite get the “ick” out
of his lungs. He decided he needed
hard, physical labor to heal.

“l went in the backyard and dug
ditches,’ Huerta said. “l was going to
work this thing out of my body."

After a few days, his brand of
therapy worked. He didn’t realize how
well it worked until a year later when
he was taking the CPAT once again.

"] felt like my lungs were the clearest
they'd been in years,’ Huerta said. “I could
take a deeper breath than before. | finished
at a Level 1 and the proctor told me that |
was the first 63-year-old front-line fireman to
ever do that well on the CPAT at his facility.’

Mon-Sat 10am-7pm
Sun 10am-6pm

LinaFurnishings.com

4711 E. Ray Road

Ahwatukee

LINA

Home Furnishings

OVEREUADUSWREIRSHOWEO DN

1487 N. Dysart Road

Avondale

5870 W. Bell Road

HIRING
Sales

Associates
Glendale
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Dawn Houle had the surprise of her
life after sending her DNA to a genetic

testing service to search for relatives.

She uncovered a family secret that led

to a reckoning about her own life story.
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Bryan Mordt

DNA discovery

Quest to learn more about family led one woman to ‘bombshell

AWN HOULE ALWAYS WANTED
D to know more about her family
tree.

— So, in 2013, she joined millions
of Americans by taking a DNA test and
requesting to be alerted to matches with other
users of Ancestry.com.

“I grew up not knowing about any of the
family that much,” she said. “I didn’t really know
anything about my father’ side”

She ordered the test, submitted her sample
and waited for genetic matches to flow into her
inbox.

“I thought it would be cool to know,” she
said. “I know I'm a mutt, but what kind of
mutt?”

Dawn, 52, has lived in Maricopa since 2016,
moving here with husband Rob Vaught to
escape the cold, traffic and allergies in Kansas
City. They had visited and enjoyed Phoenix
and decided to move to the region. A Realtor
directed them to Maricopa.

What Dawn knew — or thought she knew
— was that she was born in 1969 to her mother,
Carol Whitt, at Rochelle Community Hospital
in Rochelle, Illinois. She grew up in the nearby
rural farming village of Ashton, about 75 miles
west of Chicago. Her father was “out of the
picture” by the time she was 7, she said.

She yearned to know more.

In fact, she would learn how little she really
knew about her relatives. And about the family
secret kept from her for decades.

“I thought I was reaching out to find possible
relatives,” she said, “not realizing I would have
this bomb dropped in my lap.”

“What they did was illegal”

A difficult childhood

Childhood was rough, Dawn remembered.
Money was tight. Her mother lacked ambition
and relied on welfare to get by. She cleaned
offices for cash under the table, but it was little
more than enough to support her smoking
habit. They didn’t have a car until Dawn was 14.

“She was uneducated,” Dawn said. “She
had dropped out of school in the eighth grade
to take care of the farm” after her grandmother

BY BOB MCGOVERN

was diagnosed with breast cancer. (Dawn
did another DNA test several years ago to
determine whether she had mutations in her
BRCA1 and BRCA2 genes. The results were
negative.)

“She could charm people,” Dawn said of
Carol. “She didn’t know a stranger. She was
friendly in outside appearances but at home
she was mean.”

Dawn’s memories include her mother
spanking her with a hairbrush.

“When the hairbrush would break, she
would then get mad because I broke her
hairbrush,” she said, acknowledging that
corporal punishment was more socially
acceptable in the 1970s. “She was physically
and mentally abusive.”

a 50-year sentence on a second-degree murder
conviction for killing his half-brother after they
had a heated, alcohol-fueled argument at the
home of their mother.

“My dad said, 'm gonna go get my gun and
I'm gonna kill you,” Dawn said. And he did.

He then called police to turn himself in.

Carol and Ambrose married in 1979, but
he would remain behind bars for about two
more decades.

A match
Years went by without any close matches to
Dawn’s DNA.

“I referred to my (family) tree as a stump,”
she said, laughing.

In 2019, however, Dawn was sitting at her

“I thought I was reaching out to find possible
relatives, not realizing I would have this bomb
dropped in my lap. What they did was illegal.”

In 1978, when Dawn was 8, mother and
daughter moved to Leavenworth, Kansas.
Carol had become pen pals with an inmate at
the federal penitentiary there and after visiting
the man — his name was Ambrose Littlebear
— they moved the 350 miles southwest to be
closer to the maximum-security prison outside
of Kansas City.

Dawn was sad to leave the farm where she
had grown up but remembers being excited
that she was finally going to have a dad, a fact
she remembers Carol hyping ahead of the
move. It turned out to be true.

As a child, Dawn had a favorite baby doll
named Christy.

“I took her everywhere. I slept with her.
She was my best friend,” Dawn said, recalling
her mother left the doll in Illinois during the
move. “I bawled and bawled for weeks until
she had the doll mailed to us.” Dawn still has
the doll today.

Ambrose, a Native American, was serving

DAWN HOULE

desk at home on a Friday morning, working
her remote job as support program manager for
government accounts for ScriptPro, a pharmacy
technology company near Kansas City.

There it was — an email alert about a hit on
her DNA.

After conducting a bit of research and
making a few phone calls, Dawn determined
the match was a niece, an odd discovery since
she was raised an only child.

She asked Carol’s sister to take a genetic test.
The results came back with another surprise:
they shared no DNA.

“At that point I knew that either my mom
and aunt weren't sisters, or I was not a part of
that family,” Dawn said.

That prompted a difficult discussion with
the woman she thought was her aunt. The
revelations burst forth.

Carol was not her birth mother, Dawn was
told. Her biological mother’s name was Barbara
Hughart, and she was a close friend of Carols.
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Twas super upset over it — she’s been dead since °09 —and
no one in the fake family could say, ‘Hey, she wasn’t your
mother.’ I had to beat it out of them, basically.”

46

InMaricopa.com | March 2022

DAWN HOULE

Clockwise from top left:

Houle as a child; Houle with Carol
Whitt nee Curry (aka Fake Mom) and
her stepdad, Ambrose Little Bear, at
Leavenworth federal penitentiary;
Houle's biological mother Barbara

(at right) with sister Judy (middle) and
their mom, Lenore (left); Hannah is a
niece with whom Houle has connected;
Hannah's father, Robert, is Houle's
half brother.

They had both lived in Ashton.

After Barb had become pregnant in 1969,
she and Carol cooked up a plan, one kept secret
by both families for more than 40 years. When
Barb checked into the hospital to give birth, she
used Carol’s name, Dawn learned. When her
baby was born, Barb handed her over to Carol
and her husband.

Dawn was shocked and angered at the
betrayal.

“I was super upset over it — she’s been dead
since ’09 — and no one in the fake family could
say, ‘Hey, she wasn't your mother,” she said. “Thad
to beat it out of them, basically”

With information from the woman she now
calls her “fake aunt” and her new half-brother,
Dawn pieced together a picture of her mother at
the time.

Barb had been married multiple times and
had several children, and apparently a drinking
problem. She would work hard all week at her
job and then decompress by spending weekends
at the bar.

Barb died when Dawn was 12.

The identity of Dawn’s biological father is
unknown.

Dawn also was told Carol had two miscarriages
before Dawn was born. “Who knows if this is true
because how do you trust anything at this point?”
she said.

But she suspects Carol wanted a baby badly.

“She was from an abusive family, and I think
she wanted something that she could love and
that would love her back,” Dawn said. “I think
the idea of a baby appealed to her but then you
know as I got older and was no longer a baby, it
was kind of like (Carol decided) I don't really want
her anymore.

“I have no feelings for her whatsoever, I never
really did,” Dawn added of her fake mom. “I
never felt like I bonded with her. I always felt like
an outsider.”

No regrets, but questions

Though she has no regrets about the genetic truth
coming out, Dawn does wish someone would
have told her earlier, before any chance to meet
and know her birth mother was sabotaged.

“It was a bombshell, but I now know why
Carol treated me the way she did,” said Dawn,
who thinks her resemblance to her real mother
probably bothered Carol as well. “It's kind of
tough to feel like my bio mom had raised my
other siblings but she didn’t want to raise me. She
just handed me over”

“Most days I think I'm at peace with it and then
sometimes I think I'm just crazy,” she continued.
“T'll go along time and have just all good days but

Submitted

then ... I would like to know who my father is”

She hopes for another DNA match to shine
light on his identity.

Another question remains: was the
deception her mother’s idea, or was it
masterminded by Carol?

“I can see Carol being manipulative enough
to coerce Barb, maybe planting little thoughts in
her head,” she said. “T can’t say for certain, but
it seems like something Carol was capable of”

Dawn no longer speaks to her fake aunt,
nor the woman's daughter, who also apparently
protected the secret for many years.

But she has gained a bunch of blood
relatives — nieces and nephews and lots of
cousins. She has three half-brothers, though
only one is living, and perhaps a deceased
brother, in addition to a half-sister who doesn’t
want anything to do with the family.

Dawn has really hit it off with her “favorite
new relative,” a niece named Ashton Brown
from South Carolina.

Ashton, 33, the daughter of Dawn’s half-
brother Scott, who died in the mid-"90s, took
a DNA test at Dawn’s request to confirm their
family ties. It established with 99% accuracy
they were related.

They have yet to meet — and hope to do so
someday — but have connected long distance,
each gaining an appreciation for their newfound
relative.

“I love her, we have so much in common,’
said Ashton, noting their resemblance. “She’s
my favorite aunt that I've never met. I love her
to death and would do anything for her”

An unlikely father
In a story with many surprises, one of the
biggest is Ambrose — the convicted murderer
and Leavenworth inmate turned pen pal turned
stepfather turned Dad.

He became a model inmate, staying away
from drugs and other contraband, and showing
respect to the prison guards, Dawn said.

“He was a decent guy who made a drunken
mistake,” she said. “Should you kill somebody?
Absolutely not. Were there extenuating
circumstances? Yes. I don’t think it helped that
he had a jury trial, and the jury was entirely
white.”

He served about 33 years of his sentence
before making parole.

He died in 2013, but before his death he
became an important part of Dawn’s life.

“He was a good role model because he was
around people in Leavenworth who were mafia
people, bank robbers and that sort of thing;’
she said. “He was always saying don't do this,

don’t do that. He knew where I would end up if
I didn't listen to him.

“I love my stepdad and still refer to him as
my dad to this day”

In fact, she celebrates his memory with
a small tattoo off her right shoulder with
his name. More recently, she had that tattoo
incorporated into a full back inking inspired by
her DNA discovery (see story at right).

Asked if she thought Ambrose knew about
the deception at her birth, Dawn said she didn’t
know for sure, but didn't think so.

“I think he would have told me after Carol
died,” she said.

Dawn said it's funny when she looks back on
the whole affair.

“All throughout my life, when anyone would
meet fake mom Carol, they would comment
that I was switched at birth or adopted,” Dawn
said, laughing. “I don’t think I had a single
boyfriend that didnt tell me that”

“If only I knew then what I know now.” in

DAWN HOULE

Age: 52
Residence: Desert Passage

Family: Husband Rob Vaught. She
has one grown son and he has three
— both from previous marriages.

Maricopan since: 2016
Pets: Three cats

Hobby: Designing furniture pieces
(for her husband to make)

Books: Avid reader of two genres:
suspense and historical fiction

Last book read: Harlan Coben's “Win"

Favorite band: Stone Sour from her
favorite musical genre, heavy metal

ALIFE REBORN

In her 20s, Dawn had a small tattoo on
her hip. In 2013, she added a tattoo as a
“fitting tribute” to Ambrose, the man she
called Dad. It's a Medicine Wheel, used by
generations of Native American tribes for
health and healing. It embodies the Four
Directions, as well as Father Sky, Mother
Earth and Spirit Tree — all symbolizing
dimensions of health and the cycles of life.

In January 2021, Dawn decided to
add a third, in part to acknowledge the
discovery about her birth mother. She
took her idea to the Redemption Tattoo
shop in Maricopa. A heavy metal fan, she
wanted a tattoo that would incorporate a
phoenix — a symbol of rebirth from Greek
mythology — and the opening lyrics to
“Snuff,” a song by one of her favorite
bands, Slipknot: “Bury all your secrets in
my skin. Come away with innocence and
leave me with my sins.” And she wanted
the tattoo for her stepfather incorporated.

Dawn thought the theme of a falcon
rising from its ashes captured a life
that started in poverty and through
diligent ambition and hard work
became a very successful life.

Owner Nick Sanchez worked up a
drawing he kept enlarging until it was a
huge tattoo that would require the canvas
of her full back. Finished in June 2021, it
was a big, neck-to-tailbone inking that
required 20 hours and a lot of pain.

“| feel that's what Carol did to me.”
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COMMUNITY

need to pause and ask, is this about me, do I need to do something, is
there a solution, an action I can take to better the situation.

During a break, we were listening to other participants discuss their
experiences and she turned to me and said, “I think I am the only one

Learn how to
‘take care’ of yourself

BY HARRIET PHELPS

It seems a simple salutation at the end of a letter or social
media post, however it is an important message.
— I am always seeking ways to improve my mental health

s O MANY POSTS FROM FRIENDS END WITH “TAKE CARE.”

and wellbeing, to take care in my choices and appreciate them to make life
better, not more chaotic.

I start with managing stress and anxiety. Today, we have more anxiety
from threats to our wellbeing and more global threats, from a pandemic
to warfare.

I recall a story after my stepfather’s death; I was 31. In my first
experience with grief therapy, I was taking a stress management workshop.
I invited my mother, who was experiencing symptoms of grief at our loss.

in here not crazy.”

I asked her, “What does that make me?”

She expressed the time-held stigma that if something was happening
mentally, it was “crazy.” We are not crazy when coping with mental
health concerns.

Stress and anxiety have the greatest prevalence, no matter the age.
We all have issues with stress in many life circumstances. No one is
exempt. We are not crazy if we struggle with coping. Mental health
affects our physical health.

Stress is normal in everyday life. Without stress, we are unmotivated.
When we experience stress, the brain, specifically the hypothalamus,
reacts by releasing stress hormones, the same hormones that make you
sense “fight, flight or freeze.” The heart beats faster, breathing becomes
shallow and fast, and extremities become cold and sometimes blue, as
the heart draws blood in around the heart and lungs to ready the body
for survival defense.

This response from the primitive brain, the brain stem, is automatic
for survival. Stress can lead to overeating or substance abuse, as a means
of self-medication.

Illnesses are affected by emotional response, including high blood
pressure, stroke, heart attack, diabetes and heartburn.

The brain provides us with warning systems and messages on our
health. Dealing with intense worry can be difficult. I encourage you not
to worry too much, find ways to relax and learn to stay calm. We often

Serving delicious breakfasts and Iunches daily!
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If not, then go find a good laugh.

TIPS TO REDUCE THE EFFECTS
OF STRESS, ANXIETY

Exercise. Even a 10-minute walk can improve sleep,

mood and self-esteem. Exercising burns stress hormones,
like cortisol, to return balance in the body. It also

produces endorphins, the feel-good hormone, and acts

as natural painkiller. Exercise improves sleep, which
impacts the risk of anxiety and other health issues.
Monitor caffeine and alcohol use. Caffeine, a stimulant,
and alcohol, a depressant, may worsen the stress condition.
When anxiety, stress or depression are out of control,
seek professional advice for therapy and medication.
Meditate or practice yoga. Both help slow breathing and
teach relaxation responses, internally and externally.

Eat the right foods. The closer to dirt the healthier.
Laugh. Nothing is more beneficial than

a good laugh with good friends.

‘% InMaricopa.com/Columnists
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SUCLRASS.

+ Academic Excellence

+ Character Education

+ Small Class Sizes

+ Uniforms (K-8)

+ Robotics, Choir, Art,
Athletics, & Tech

Now EA(O“MS_

LEADING
> EDGE

ACADEMY
Mavricopa

LOCATED AT:

18700 N. Porter Rd.

(Next to Pacana Park)

Maricopa, AZ 85138

Mngwg.wm

TO ENROLL, CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

520.568.7800 «s
480.257.5362 onLINE9-12

O IR

Maricopay
#1 Realtor
Over 500 Homes

Sold in 5 yeards
Dayv Morgan

ABR, CDPE, CSSPE
OWNER, REALTOR®

19756 Maricopa Rd, Suite 100
(480) 251-4231 - DayvMorgan@gmail.com

D [ —
Spring Cleaning Special

50% OFF
SHREDDING

(regular price $1.00/Ib)

o Printing Valid only at Maricopa store through 3/31/22.

- Maret 7%y - The UPS Store |

0
SRR :OFF
u&&y_ Available: SHIPPING

all Hours-with no
Valid only at Maricopa store through 3/31/22.
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OUR MISSION
A+ Charter Schools empowers students in
reaching their greatest potential by becoming
responsible individuals of character and
excellence, engaged community members, and

lifelong learners in an ever changing society.

OUR MODEL
* Project-Based Learning
+ Advisory and Academic Success Groups
* Portrait of a Graduate

+ Early College Program

Principal Rachele Reese

(520) 265-5589

* Robotics, eSports, Athletics,

Performing Arts, and other clubs

) SHARTER SCHOOLS
o

41735 W. Alan Stephens Parkway

o CARNIVAL s FODD o SHOPPING 4 LIVESTIOOUK dir EXHIBITS o

Pl T IS B [ Paa.
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MARCH 16-20, 2023
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EDUCATION

AP courses can help
make college affordable

BY MURRAY SIEGEL

S THE COST OF A COLLEGE EDUCATION CONTINUES TO
increase, parents and students should seek ways to pay for

tuition without creating debt. One source of assistance is
s the Advanced Placement (AP) program.

When a college evaluates a scholarship applicant, much consideration
is given to the likelihood of that applicant completing a degree program
in four years. Students who have been successful in honors and AP
classes are viewed as having a better chance of success in college. And
they are more likely to be offered meaningful scholarships. Students who
are successful in an AP course can also receive college credit, possibly
reducing the tuition bill at the university they choose to attend.

What AP subjects are available at Maricopa High School, and how is
college credit determined? Currently, AP courses are offered in English
Language, Composition English, Literature and Composition, Calculus
AB, Calculus BC, Biology, Chemistry, World History, U.S. History, U.S.
Government and Politics, Macroeconomics, Microeconomics, Spanish
Language, Studio Art Seminar, and Research.

In May of each year, AP students take an exam; their grade
determines if a college will provide them credit for the course. The
criteria for credit vary based on the college and the course. Grades
range from one (poor) to five (excellent). In most cases a grade of four or
five results in the student receiving credit for that course. A college that
sees a grade of three on a Calculus AB exam may tell the student that if
he/she takes Calculus IT and receives a grade of B or A, the school will
give credit for Calculus I based on the AP exam score.

Tests are created by panels of high school and college faculty who
teach the specific course and are field-tested with college students.
Graders are trained to provide consistent and fair grading; supervisory
table leaders check the grading of readers. The goal is to allow for a score
to be independent of the grader. Consistency is the prime objective.

How should a student prepare for success in AP courses? Develop
good work habits in elementary school, take honors classes in middle
school and take the most challenging courses in ninth and 10th grades
to be ready for AP courses in 11th and 12th grades. Meeting the
challenge of AP courses will thoroughly prepare a student for the most
difficult college classes.

Murray Siegel, Ph.D., has more than 44 years of teaching experience and
volunteers at Butterfield Elementary School.

JJ InMaricopa.com/Columnists

As the Mobile Elementary District
Superintendent, I’'m proud of the great
people and the excellent education we
provide. We work hard to offer the guidance
and support our children need to succeed.

Teri Romero-Dominguez M.Ed.
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR
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Our dedicated

administration and highly-
qualified teachers provide
excellent education in
Maricopa, Arizona.

Our teachers and students enjoy:

* Full-day kindergarten
» Small class sizes

* Quality programs
 Caring staff

i
o
=

42798 S. 99th Ave + (520) 568-2280

MobileEsd.org




In 2022, buy
early —it
could save you
thousands

BY DAYV MORGAN

F YOU ARE LOOKING TO BUY A HOME,
the next couple of months might be the best
opportunity to do so for the foreseeable future.
In the spring, the housing market awakens

and competition between buyers heats up.

In the last few vyears, it's been especially
intense. Last year, between April and August, the
average sales price of a home in Maricopa rose
from $311,000 to $361,000.

LAMDSCAPE

andse -

Competition certainly complicates the process.
But this year, there may be an added challenge to
overcome: interest rates.

In January, Jerome Powell, the Federal Reserve
Chairman, in a cryptic fashion, said that there
would be increases this year in the prime rate.

Most in the market assume that this year the
prime rate will be raised anywhere from 4 to 6 times
by 25 basis points (a quarter of a percent) each time.

The Prime Rate is perhaps one of the biggest
barometers for our economy:. It affects interest rates

on credit cards, savings accounts, car loans and, of

course, mortgages. A low rate means a booming
economy. When rates go up, activity slows down.

For the last few years interest rates have been
historically low. This increase in rates is going to
make housing more expensive. But by how much?

Let's assume that the average house in
Maricopa has a loan amount of $350,000 at
an interest rate of 4.25 percent. On a 30-year
mortgage, your monthly payment of just principal
and interest will be $1,721.

If we raise that rate a quarter of a percent to 4.5
percent, the payment increases by $52.

If all six of those rate hikes come to fruition,
that 1,721 monthly payment rises to $2,042 by the
end of the year. And that does not include other

p,e ;UU@'_

monthly costs that likely apply, such as HOA
fees, property taxes, homeowner's insurance, and
mortgage insurance.

This could be a boom for homes already on the
market. In most cases, you can secure a rate for 60-
90 days while you wait for it to close.

It might be a bust for homes that are built to
order, where the wait times are up to a year now,
due to pandemic-related shortages.

Those buyers will likely have to take the interest
rates that are available at the time the house is
completed, which could be an increase of nearly 20
percent in each month's payment.

With lower prices than the Valley, Maricopa is
always going to be an attractive.

But it's foolhardy to ignore the strong
likelihood of interest rate hikes coming this year.
It might be best to get in earlier this year, rather
than later. m

Dayv Morgan is a Maricopa Realtor and owner
of HomeSmart Success.

o7 480-251-4231
Davaorgan@gmall com
) MaricopaHomeSmart.com
SPONSORED CONTENT
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19347 N Maricopa Road
info@maricoparocks.com
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CATCHIN' 222

5 NIGHTS OF
sweeter slumber

Get a deeper sleep with Catchin’ ZZZs vegan hemp
gummies, now available in a 5-night trial pack for
only $9.99 during Sleep Awareness Month.

CATCHIN' ZZZs

5 NIGHT GUMMIES TRIAL PACK

CODE:
5PACK

Valid through 4/1/22 in store at limited location(s)
only. 1 per customer. Offer code must be presented.
Cannot be combined with other offers.

CBD PRODUCTS

CODE: MAR20

Valid through 4/1/22 in store at limited location(s)
only. 1 per customer. Offer code must be presented.
Cannot be combined with other offers.

EXCLUSIVELY IN-STORE AT

Your CBD Store’

Chandler Ahwatukee

975 Riggs Rd 4802 E Ray Rd
480.857.5999 480.581.8111
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Watering with
a purpose
BY HARRIET A. PHELPS
GREW UP IN THE MIDWEST and
our biggest concern was whether

March would come in like a
mm=  Jion or a lamb according to the

the edges of reservoirs like a ring around the
bathtub.

And as summer approaches and the
temperatures start to rise, the water levels will
only continue to dissipate.

It doesn’t mean that you must sacrifice
fresh fruits and veggies. There are ways to
enjoy the value that a garden brings. We just
have to be smart about it. It’s possible to have
your cake and eat it, too.

Here are several things we can do while
gardening to save water, including:

o Learning to use native plants for the
desert. They thrive in our area and are
drought-tolerant, so they can survive with
reduced water.

« Choose plants for the vegetable garden that

o Didn’t drink that entire glass of water?
Pour the excess into a plant or Rover’s
bowl.

o Learn water requirements for plants and
don’t overwater. See the University of
Arizona Cooperative Extension “blue
sheet” handout for three seasons and
frequency to water.

« Water use should be minimized. Run water
only with purpose. It goes beyond how we
use water in gardening and landscaping.

Here are some more ideas for conserving
water around the house:

o Use the Navy shower method, which
means wet down and wet the soap, then
shut off the water. Lather your body while
wet, turn on the shower to rinse off, and

MARICOPA

21542 N JOHN WAYNE PKWY

MARICOPA, AZ 85139 - 520-494-7805

FRIDAY

STOP IN & ENTER TO WIN

CRAFTSMAN.

~ March 18-20, 2022

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS!

SATURDAY

STOP IN & ENTER TO WIN

M

SUNDAY

STOP IN & ENTER TO WIN

i

SUNDAY

STOP IN & ENTER TO WIN

GO

blowing winds. February has dealt some take the least number of days to produce, then turn off the water.

K R . X . . EGO™ Power Plus
windy days involving drought and blowing such as tomatoes that produce in 60 days. o When brushing your teeth wet the brush, Craftsman® Straight Shaft
dust here in the lower desert — and we are  « Watering garden and plant life is equally apply paste and turn off the water while g;%ﬁ:‘;’ter Milwaukee® Drill & Driver ‘S’\;Jei?ietgcrill _??itxt::;lyeftnng
ready for spring. important. First, check all your appliances brushing. Turn on to rinse. Don’t allow 2884419 2824357 8863367 7804818

VALUE VALUE VALUE VALUE

This year, I want to remind everyone and irrigation sources for leaks. Repair water to just run down the drain. @)

to conserve water. The state of Arizona is

5249%

Valid at all 5 Karsten's Ace Hardware
locations on March 20, 2022, only.

them right away. A dripping faucet or

$189°°

Valid at all 5 Karsten's Ace Hardware
locations on March 18, 2022, only.

5399%

Valid at all 5 Karsten's Ace Hardware
locations on March 19, 2022, only.

3419

Valid at all 5 Karsten's Ace Hardware
locations on March 20, 2022, only.

in extreme drought and has been for many leaky tubing can be expensive in cost and  Harriet A. Phelps is a Master Gardener.

conservation. Frequently check faucets,
toilets and irrigation for leaks.

years. Our major rivers and lakes are showing

dropping water tables, the white rings around J@ Mac-Pinal-MasterGardener.org

Fast, Friendly; Affordable Garage/Door Services

il

Repairs * Sp

EVENTS
FRIDAY, MARCH 18

Tool Demo and Deals with Stanley,
Black & Decker, DeWalt & Craftsman

SUNDAY, MARCH 20

Anniversary cake and desserts
done in the Traeger

SATURDAY, MARCH 19

BBQ demos featuring Big Green Egg
and Traeger

S » Openers * New Doors

Same Day Service
Stealth Hardware

H H Ace Paint Roller Ace2In. W. Ace Wasp & Diamond Visions Click
Emerge“cv ser‘"ces A"allable ) i Cover, 1/Pk. Angle Paint Brush y Hornet Spray 20 Oz. 'N Flame Spark Lighter
With mention of ad. 1006651, Limit 4 1006471, Limit 4 7415136, Limit 4 6220966, Limit 4

Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 3/31/2022.

REG $4.99

SALE

Evenings & Weekends
No Extra Charge

REG $11.99

SALE

REG $4.59

SALE

REG $3.99

SALE

Any Garage Door Repair 2 $4 0 $2 0 $120
with Purchase of Parts
il : . Linzer Metal 11 in. W X ScotchBlue® Blue Original Linzer Professional 9 in. Suet & Seed
= Cannot be g;xm‘m; faﬁd 15 in. L 1/Qt. Paint Tray Painter's Tape W Regular Paint Roller Frame HiEnergy 11.75 Oz.
y other offer. /s . L P
1006703, Limit 2 1010354, Limit 4 1029735, Limit 4 80795, Limit 4

Expires 3/31/2022

REG $8.99

SALE

1

— SALE

70°¢

i REGS7.99

3/4 HP Ultra Quiet Opener

FREE upgrade to Built-in camera with MYQ
(while supplies last)

- With mention of ad. Ace Select-A-Spray Hose DAP Alex Plus Acrylic Great Stuff Expanding Ace Wild Bird
focarn . Cannot be combined with any other offer. Nozzle - 7 positions Caulk White 10.1 Oz. Foam 12 Oz. Food 20 Lb. _—
AWARD . E : Expires 3/31/2022. 7038995, Limit 4 12044, Limit 4 13322, Limit 4 81995, Limit 4 | AR
L - REG %350 REG %6.99 REGSILOO [ = wal®
' Licensed & Insured #ROC 329183 SALE SALE SALE s &
T
r A Double Garage Door

(520) 416-4220

With mention of ad. $ ; 0 0
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Expires 3/31/2022.

e a FREEInspection & Estimate
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COM | N G SOO N most expensive HOME SOLD

EXPERIENCE RAUCOUS REVELRY'
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ANNUAL ARIZONA - A

< ENAISANCERESTIVAL

ARTlsKN M‘AKK€TPLAC€ :
NINE FESTIVE WEEKENDS

This two-story home in Rancho El Dorado features a 3-car garage, RV gate THRU RIL 3

. . and stamped concrete large front patio. Enter this tri-level home into the formal w y d /
M G Il CO pCI'S Pl'e mi e r M G Ste r living room, up a few steps to the formal dining and large kitchen with stainless iw T ; ’ SAT‘ 9 Sl‘{l(\)L &6l)RES' DAY
' | - AM-OPM

Eagle Shadow

. steel appliances, stone counters and a built-in desk. The family room has a
Pl ann ed CO mmun |‘|'y wet bar and fireplace. Upstairs is a large loft, four bedrooms and an extra-large
master with fireplace and access to the balcony along the rear of house. The
backyard has a large, covered patio, pool and fruit trees. This home was on the
market for 48 days and sold for $10,000 over the original list price.

SAVE WITH DISCOUNT TICKETS AT:

Previously Community: Rancho El Dorado Builder: Hacienda
sold for Square feet: 3,956 Year built: 2002

EEEVLY  Price per square foot: $160.74 Bedrooms: 5

LAy Days on market: 48 Bathrooms: 3
2. 18510 N. Arbor Drive, Glennwilde $555,000 \ [ A ! ) . s s
3. 42594 W, Blue Suede Shoes Lane, ProvinCe ... $550,000 - i = .‘j § ! ; ¥ ) The Festlval Isa medleval amusement
4. 22445 N. Van Loo Drive, Rancho El Dorado $540,000 i, il i L i ] 'y - ’ park, a 16~Stage theater’ a 50-acre
5. 44112 W. Palo Abeto Drive, Palo Brea $528,000 1 et - - Bkl 5

circus, an arts and crafts fair, a jousting

least expensive HOME SOLD b i A ' o) S RR#  tournament and a feast -- all rolled

into one non-stop, day-long adventure!
@ 40362 W. Peggy Court I Jan. 23 S $299,500

Refined Leased Homes
for Maricopa

The least-expensive home sold is a
two-story home in Smith Farms. The
main floor has a great room, formal
dining room, half bath and kitchen with

a pantry and island. Upstairs are three
bedrooms and two additional bathrooms.
The backyard has fence and a view of the
common areg, large paver patio,

and built-in firepit with seating area.

The home sold in six days at list price.

El Dorado

— e i I Tt PRINT DISCOUNT TICKETS ONLINE RAmrosonss
79,950 on rice per square foot: X edrooms:
850] N SCOH’SCICIIG ROCICI, Sfe ]20 2/9/2012 Days on market: 6 Bathrooms: 2.5 7 GET D[RECTIONS & FESTIVAL INFO fa:ehnuk

2.20479 N. Lemon Drop Drive, Province $300,000 E

M orssanize o i e P ARIZONA.RENFESTINFO.COM
L E 4, 20310 N. Goodman Drive, Province $312,900 ;fg
602-955-2424 5. 42320 W. Morning Glory Way, Province $313,620 -
Source: MLS, Jan.13-Feb.12 &
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GO OUT
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NATIONAL LINEMAN
APPRECIATION DAY

Congress established April 18th as
National Lineman Appreciation Day

to recognize “the efforts of linemen

in keeping the power on and protecting
public safety.”

Join us in celebrating and honoring

the hard work and dedication of our
electrical line workers and their families
across the country, by using the hashtag
#Hthankalineman in social media. When
you see a line worker, thank them for
their service and hard work!

ED3 FUN FACTS:

* Online - www.ed3online.org

* Mobile app

* Fry's Marketplace & Walmart (fees apply)*

* Mailing Payment with attached Billing Stub*
* Payment by phone - (520) 424-9021

* City Office Drop Box

*These methods of payments may not post same business day

41664 W. Smith Enke Rd.
Suite 100

Maricopa, AZ 85138
(520) 424-9021
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SENIORS

Tax season is back:
what seniors need to know

BY AL BRANDENBURG

T'S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN. THERE ARE NEW
things to consider this income tax season and no, there

is no automatic extension to file this year due to the
== pandemic — unless you specifically ask for it.

For seniors and retirees, an estimated 30% of income will go to
health care premiums, prescription drugs and other medical expenses.
These expenses may be tax-deductible. If you itemize deductions
(forgoing the standard deduction), you may be able to deduct out-of-
pocket medical/dental expenses on Schedule A, but only in excess of
7.5% of your adjusted gross income (AGI).

Seniors should be aware if selling a home. You likely have gained
substantial equity in recent years. If you lived in your home for at least
two of the five years prior to selling, you may not have to pay taxes on
any profit. Tax law allows a single filer to claim up to $250,000 in profit
on a home sale with no taxes, and up to $500,000 for a married couple
filing together.

If you are retired or semi-retired, you can still make tax-deductible
contributions to retirement accounts like IRAs and 401(k)s. This is
perhaps one of the best senior tax breaks available, as you may need to
live off your retirement funds. Tax law allows people over 50 to contribute
more to retirement accounts than those under 50. For example, a married
couple over 50 can contribute as much as $26,000 to an IRA (for the 2021
tax year) and deduct that amount from their income tax.

Perhaps the best way for seniors to earn income is interest,
dividends or capital gains on investments. This income is taxed at
a much lower rate, typically 15%, and not subject to taxes for Social
Security or Medicare. Expenses related to investments — financial
planning or legal fees for advice, for example — that exceed 2% of
your AGI may qualify as an itemized deduction.

Seniors who own a business with expenses may be able to deduct
some or all expenses that are necessary and reasonable. Typical
expenses include business travel, business equipment and the costs of
office space, even in the home.

Charitable contributions by seniors are permitted as an itemized
deduction, but there are limits. Cash donations may be deducted up to
anamount equal to 60% of your AGI. In addition, donation of property
can generally be deducted at its fair market value. The deduction of
donated property like a car or boat — valued at $500 or more — that
will likely be sold is limited by the gross proceeds from the sale.

My advice is to seek out a good tax adviser. in}

Sources: IRS.gov, AARP, thebalance.com, aging.com
Al Brandenburg is a member of Maricopa Community Advocates.

JB InMaricopa.com/Columnists

(., CS CPA GROUP

TAXES & ACCOUNTING
Since 2004

Centered on your Success

 Local CPAs with over 80 years combined experience
- Retirement and pension experts

- Lower cost than the national tax chains

* In-person appointments preferred!

« New client discount

(520) 568-3303

www.CSCPAGroup.com

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 110
Maricopa, AZ 85139




@9 Allistate.

You're in good hands.

—— Mauser Agency

14620 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy, Sulte 105
{520) 568-2270
TroyMausera Allstate.com
il /mauseragency
Agents Allstate.com, Troy-Mauser-Maricopa-az, htmi
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SENIORS

Recognizing the crucial
contributions of women,
today and always

BY JOAN KOCZOR

HE THEME OF NATIONAL WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH,
I “Providing Healing, Promoting Hope,” is a tribute to the
ceaseless work of caregivers and frontline workers during

mmmmsm  the ongoing pandemic.

It also recognizes the thousands of ways women of all cultures
have provided healing and hope throughout history.

Women's History Month celebrates the often-overlooked contribu-
tions of women in history, society and culture. Take time this month to
recognize their hard work and accomplishments and remind yourself
and those around us that women are strong, resilient, brave, gracious
and intelligent.

The month-long commemoration started with Women’s History
Day in 1978, organized by the school district of Sonoma, California.
Hundreds of students participated in essay competitions, many
presentations were made, and a parade was held in Santa Rosa.

Interest continued within communities, school districts and
organizations across the country. In 1980, the National Women’s History
Alliance championed the holiday to be observed as a national week, an
idea backed by President Jimmy Carter, who issued the first proclamation
declaring the week of March 8 National Women’s History Week.

The following year, Congress forwarded a resolution establishing a
national observance. Six years later, the expansion of the event to the
whole month of March was successfully petitioned by the National
Women’s History Project.

For many years, women weren't acknowledged enough in historical
texts. Not because they weren’t making significant discoveries or aiding
important conquests, but mainly because men wrote most historical
documents for thousands of years.

Women have a rich history in the military. The Army Nurse Corps
were created in 1901 and the Navy Nurse Corps were created in 1908.

The progressive 1900s allowed married women to own property in
their own name and keep their own wages. They gained the right to
vote in 1920.

More than 11.6 million businesses today are owned by women.

We all have the power to influence the direction our world is
headed, and National Women’s History Month reminds us of women’s
major accomplishments each and every day. From domestic chores and
carrying babies to fighting wars and governing countries.

Women are pretty darn amazing. There is nothing we can’t do if we
set our minds to it.

Don't believe me? Check out History.com or many other articles
and publications about women who shattered barriers and changed the

world! m

SENIORS

5 stages of retirement - and
why you need to know them

BY RON SMITH

ETIREMENT TYPICALLY OCCURS IN FIVE STAGES:
R pre-retirement, full retirement, disenchantment, reorien-
tation, and reconciliation and stability. Each stage brings its
mmmm=  own set of choices. Understanding which retirement stage
you are in helps to position the choices facing you.
Pre-retirement, beginning the financial planning that will be
1 the foundation of retirement, may be the most important stage.
Setting aside money early makes retirement decisions more
fulfilling. During college years and early marriage, such fiscal
discipline can be difficult. Keep in mind you are saving for a 20-
to 30-year period. The usual guidance, to retire with about 10-
12 times your ending income beyond expected Social Security
income, is designed to protect from medical expenses, unexpected
longevity or early retirement. About half of Americans retire at
61 or earlier. The longer you wait to get started, the harder it is to
recover, particularly for average- to low-income earners. The result
can be delayed start of retirement, working during retirement or
downsizing living expenses. Oftentimes, it is all three.
Full retirement, the official beginning of retirement, usually
2 lasts a couple of years. For some, this liberation-from-work phase
includes feelings of excitement, relief and freedom from the stress
and responsibilities of your day-to-day working life. New retirees
may begin traveling, hobbying or reconnecting with family,
friends or even their spouses. Others may simply kick back and
opt for rest and relaxation.
Disenchantment is the let-down from the excitement of the
3 retirement honeymoon. Once the blur of new activities wears off,
some may feel a sense of disappointment, or that they are missing
something in life. Boredom, loneliness or a lack of purpose can lead
to a state of depression.
Reorientation, when retirees begin to reevaluate their
4 retirement experience, can be the most difficult stage. It often
leads to a new retirement identity, a process that can take some
time, but once accomplished bring closure to your work identity
and frees you to move on to genuinely enjoy retirement. Find
something that provides meaningful purpose, pursue a long-held
passion or identify a new one.
Reconciliation and stability, the final stage, may not occur for
5 up to 15 years after the official start of retirement, with feelings
of contentment and hopefulness and, usually, less depression
and anxiety. Retirees enjoy a simple, more relaxed life leading to
fulfillment. But health changes are more prevalent now, and the
focus can change to independence and health maintenance.

Experiences may vary. Not everyone will go through all the stages
in the same way. Transitions can vary based on prior experiences in life,
but they all come with an array of emotions and worries. But thoughtful
preparation for financial and emotional needs can temper emotions
during this significant transition. As a result, you can learn to age well
and spend more time enjoying your new life. in)

Source: Eric Paquette for Wildpine Residence, Stittsville, Ontario, Canada. Retirement Living:
A Guide to the Common Retirement Stages ¢ What to Expect.

Ron Smith is a living-in-place advocate, a member of the Age-Friendly
Maricopa Advisory Committee, a certified aging-in-place specialist and a
certified living-in-place professional.

WE MAKE IT EASY FOR
YOU TO SELL YOURSELF
AND YOUR BUSINESS

What can we print for you?

Business Cards ° Brochures ° Postcards * Envelopes
Letterheads * Door Hangers ° Posters * Banners
Booklets * Pocket Folders * Wedding Invitations

Wordpress Websites * Promotional Items ¢ Apparel

Trade Show Modular Displays * Retractable Banners

These are several of the things we commonly design and print, but
we can take on a lot more complicated design and print projects
that might require die cutting, foiling or embossing. When it
comes to your design and printing needs we have you covered!

BENCHMARI(

PSR TTEN T3 BIEEN S G

602.231.8525

info@benchmarkprinting.net
www.benchmarkprinting.net
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THINGSTO DO

Pinal County Fair

The Pinal County Fair will
offer five days of fun and
celebration this month

— with something for
everyone.

The fair will run
from March 16-20 at the
Fairgrounds and Event
Center, 512 S. Eleven Mile
Corner Road in Casa
Grande.

Friday night
entertainment will
include La Brissa. Daily
entertainment includes
magician Louie Foxx, Casa

Grande’s own Wildman Phil, balloon man Skip Banks and Cooks’

Racing Pigs.

Admission is $9 for adults and $5 for children 6-12. Five and

under free. Ride tickets are extra.

J@ PinalFairGrounds.com

[ESSCANT 2+ '
IMORE CAN_ b

MASSEY FERGUSON

8 Locations Serving Arizona and Southeastern California

empireag.com
EMRIRE @

©2021 AGCO Corporation. Massey Ferguson is
aworldwide brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO
and Massey Ferguson are trademarks of AGCO.
All rights reserved.
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1

Maricopa City Council
7 p.m,, City Hall
39700 W. Civic Center Plaza

4

MOPS (a group for moms) meeting
9 a.m,, Copper Sky
44345 W. MLK Jr. Blvd.

5

Maricopa Master Gardeners
Annual Plant Sale

8 am. - 2 p.m,, Maricopa
Agricultural Center

37860 W. Smith-Enke Road

7

Maricopa Historical

Society Meeting

5 p.m., Redwood Room

Maricopa Library & Cultural Center
18160 N. Maya Angelou Drive

|

The Needhams in Concert
7 p.m., Maricopa Community Church
44977 W. Hathaway Ave.

14

Maricopa Planning & Zoning
Commission meeting

6 p.m.,, City Hall

39700 W. Civic Center Plaza

Friends of the Library meeting
5:30 p.m., Maricopa Library

and Cultural Center

18160 N. Maya Angelou Drive

17

SR 347 Q&A with Mayor
Christian Price and Vice
Mayor Vincent Manfredi

6 p.m., Maricopa Library

and Cultural Center

18160 N. Maya Angelou Drive

18

MOPS (a group for moms) meeting
9 a.m., Copper Sky
44345 W. MLK Jr. Blvd.

26

Friends of the Library

Annual Spring Book Sale

9 a.m. - 2 p.m.,, Maricopa Library
and Cultural Center

18160 N. Maya Angelou Drive

30

MUSD Governing Board meeting
6:30 p.m., Maricopa Unified
School District Office

44150 W. Maricopa-

Casa Grande Hwy.

Sundays

Narcotics Anonymous

7 - 9 p.m., Maricopa
Community Church
44977 W. Hathaway Road

Mondays

Narcotics Anonymous

7 - 9 p.m., Maricopa
Community Church
44977 W. Hathaway Road

Alcoholics Anonymous
6 - 7 p.m., Community

of Hope Church

45295 W. Honeycutt Ave.

Tuesdays

AARP Tax-Aide Income

Tax Preparation

9:30 am. - 1:30 p.m.

Maricopa Library & Cultural Center
18160 N. Maya Angelou Drive

Maricopa Cruise-in

5 -9 p.m,, Parking lot behind
Burger King, 20699 North
John Wayne Parkway.

Alcoholics Anonymous
6:30 p.m., Mountain View
Community Church
50881 W. Papago Road

Celebrate Recovery
Small Group Meeting

5 -9 p.m,, Maricopa
Community Church
44977 W. Hathaway Ave.

Wednesdays

AARP Tax-Aide Income

Tax Preparation

9:30 am. - 1:30 p.m.

Maricopa Library & Cultural Center
18160 N. Maya Angelou Drive

THINGS TO DO

Transportation Town Hall
set for March 17

Maricopa Mayor Christian Price and Vice Mayor Vincent
Manfredi will hold a Question-and-Answer session at 6 p.m.
on March 17 on the future of State Route 347 and other
transportation issues affecting Maricopa.

SR 347 is the major highway connecting Maricopa to the
Valley. Last year, the Arizona State Legislature committed
$35 million for upgrading the thoroughfare. For those who
want to know what’s next, here’s your chance to ask. The event
will be held at the Maricopa Library and Cultural Center.

Alcoholics Anonymous
7 p.m., Mountain View
Community Church
50881 W. Papago Road

Al-Anon - New Beginnings
10 a.m., Maricopa Library

& Cultural Center

18160 N. Maya Angelou Drive

Thursdays

Maricopa Police Cadets meeting
6 p.m., Maricopa High School
45012 W. Honeycutt Ave.

Teen Support Group
6:30 p.m., Northern
Lights Therapy, PLLC
21300 N. John Wayne
Parkway, Suite 103

Narcotics Anonymous

7 p.m., Maricopa
Community Church
44977 W. Hathaway Road

Fridays

Al-Anon - Strength & Home AFG
7 p.m,, Community of Hope

45295 W. Honeycutt Ave.

Alcoholics Anonymous
7 p.m., Mountain View
Community Church
50881 W. Papago Road

Saturdays

AARP Tax-Aide Income

Tax Preparation

9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Maricopa Library &

Cultural Center

18160 N. Maya Angelou Drive

ALL EVENTS ARE TENTATIVE

\/@ For details on these and other local events — and to list your own —

visit InMaricopa.com/Calendar.

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

PLANK - WOOD

AV - Ry

XPRESS

FLOORING

Up to

78%.

Brand new styles
and colors!

Take an additional

$500 oFF-

Waterproof
vinyl plank and
laminate flooring

CARPET
INSTALLATION*

2 years 0% Financing
Get your new floors
for as er
low as $ 50 Pnonth*

OAC. See website for details

Public services,
teacher and
government

discounts available

*Minimum purchase required. Free installation
only on in-stock carpet. Other discount on product
only. Offer good at initial consultation. Promotions

~may not be combined with any other discounts or
promotions. Residential projects only. Financing
options available only with approved credit (0.A.C.)
See website for details and limitations.

Schedule your FREE in home estimate
— AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK —

(623) 303-8450

ExpressFlooring.com

* %k Kk k G
NESLRAY 5 Star Rating EHE

il Aocording o the indspendent markeing fim So Tl Us™
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Business Directory

ACCOUNTING
CS CPA GROUP

TAXES & ACCOUNTING

» Small Business Accounting
* Tax Planning © Consulting
* Tax Preparation

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 110

520-568-3303 | CSCPAGroup.com

ADVERTISING

TMaricopa

Maricopa. Delivered.

44400 W. Honeycutt Road, Suite 101

520-568-0040
InMaricopa.com/Advertising

AESTHETICIAN

o2 DTN e,

41600 W. Smith Enke Road
Bldg 14, Suite 3

(520) 464-6193

MaricopaWellnessCenter.com

AIR CONDITIONING

480.360.1234

Air Conditioning & Heating
Maintenance, Repair & Installation

0% Financing | roc: CR39-312225

BREWER'S

LIR COMDITIDMIMNG & HEATING

Catigfartion & Frasy Dogrec!
EST 1982

(520) 497-6262

info@brewersac.com

Felix Appliance Heating & Air
520-462-5302
FelixApplianceRepair.net
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LN

Air Conditioning £ Hieating Service
Quality service at a fair price

- Service and Repair

- Replacement

* New Home Construction

* Free Estimates

520-213-5021

Fully licensed and bonded
ROC#294841

ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE

%% Your CBD Store

975 E Riggs Road | Ste 3
Chandler
(480) 857-5999

4802 E Ray Road | Ste 3 | g
Ahwatukee | ""?f:""
(480) 581-8111 -~

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

H Moricopo

anirnal Fodpital

Call for an app!untm__ﬁ
20035 N. John Wayne Pkwy
(520) 568-2224 ® MaricopaAnimalHospital.com

APPLIANCE REPAIR/SALES

COOLING, HEATING,
APPLIANCE REPAIR
AND INDOOR AIR
QUALITY

8am.to5p.m.,
Monday — Friday

FELITX

APPLISNCE REPEIR
Military and Senior Discount

(520) 462-5302  pocyasz2s Roc#302613

APPLIANCE

ArEIOE ECREDT BFYATE

1 relghliar |y company

Local and Dependable
520-635-2400
MrAppliance.com

ATTORNEY

Angel A. Raymond, Esqg., Managing Attorney

44400 W. Honeycutt Road, S
Office@AARaymondLaw.co!
(520) 208-2274 « AARaymondLaw.

TIRE & SERVICE CENTERS

AFFORDABLE
e PERSONALINJURY = CRIMINAL DEFENSE
©  WILLS/LIVING TRUSTS/POWERS OF ATTORNEY

GOODSYEAR
(520) 779-5300
19945 N John Wayne Pkwy
Iconictire.com

We won’t be undersold by our competition!

Call to set a meeting at our Maricopa office
(480) 345-7032
BresnehanLaw.com

AQUARIUM

CHAD DUPZYK
(520) 2[][] 1506
-M& ‘u

Innl‘
B Aquarium Design for Home/0ffice
J)» Aquarium Maintenance [ £

(& jiffylube

multicare
No Appointment Necessary!
Call for hours of operation
42100 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.
(520) 635-6257
JiffyLubeArizona.com

BICYCLE REPAIR & SERVICES

AUCTION

BI(Y[LE SALES,
- PARTS.AND
SERVICE

19756 N John Wuyne Parkway, Suite 109
(520) 200-7584
§ ArizonaBikeGarage.com

LIQUIDATE AZ
12501 N Murphy Rd. Suite E
Auction@LiquidateAZ.com
www.liquidateaz.com

=
SPECIALIZES IN:
* AUCTIONS « BUYOUTS * CONSIGNMENTS
* ESTATES * LIQUIDATION » WHOLESALE CHIROPRACTIC
AUTOMOTIVE PARTS/REPAIR/
SERVICES

Auto, Sports
m & Family Care

Dr. John Donohue DC, CCSP, FIAMA, MUA, GIC, CMVI

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 109
520-494-7788 e MaricopaChiropractor.com

12501 N. Murphy Rd.
(520) 252-356_6

info@apcycle.com
APCycle.com

We Do It All! » Not Just Street Bikes
Performance Engine Building
Quality Craftsmanship  Certified

Batteries-¥Bulbs

WELCOME TO YOUR
BATTERY, BULB, PHONE

REPAIR & KEY SERVICE
DESTINATION!

CHURCH

EHHAHE

ANDL AN

Casa Grande
1275 E. Florence Blvd. Suite 6
520-421-1111
batteriesplus.com

FEmad e e e grg

PINAL COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
Pastor Tim Pruit
18171 W Hopi Dr, Casa Grande
(520) 560-2639

ED AUTO PARTS m‘l

WESBUY&IUNKYCARS PinalCountyCowhoyChurch.com
53501 W. Jersey Drive *.520-568-2945 <
HiddenValleyAutoParts.com

Since 1961

SUNDAY
SERVICE
10:00 am

Meeting at Leading Edge Academy
18700 N. Porter Road
(520) 485-7962
PropelChurchAz.com
Download our app: Propel Church AZ

€ PROPEL

CITY COUNCIL

Vote Manfredi
602-373-9996
VincentManfredi.com

CLEANING — RESIDENTIAL

Call/Text . Reliable,

for " \1\ Ethical,
FREE " Honorable &
esvaTes N AR rorgante
9
F.u.,uu.'r l-'ll.TTEFIf-

LR AMO™

(571) 245-0546 or (571) 264-7710

FamilyMattersHouse@gmail.com 2

FamilyMattersHouseCleaning.com

x o * o m*
The Maids
HOME SERVICE.

(602) 805-0300 - MAIDS.COM

Text “Quote” to

(800) 843-6243

CONCRETE
e Sidewalks * Flagstone
¢ Pool Deck e Concrete
¢ Acid stain resurfacing
e Patios e Driveways

ROC #
257673

SALT RIVER CONCRETE LLC
480-560-7514 e SaltRiverConcrete.com

CONVENIENCE STORE
3 Vekol Market

Breakfast & Lunch
Served Daily!

COPY SERVICES/SHIPPING

The UPS Store #5140

20987 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite B-104

502-568-5712
TheUpsStore.com

COUNSELING

* Mental Health Services
* In-Network with
BCBS & Aetna

« Ages 6 and Up
« Offer Cash Pay Rates

DAYCARE/ PRESCHOOL

Little Lilies Home Daycare
Licensed Home Childcare 2-12
602-461-2693

house fl_tt ':”-E?E

16540 N. Porter Road

(520) 423-9383
Flre o v s

DENTISTS / ORTHODONTIST
freassTa L S,
R

Chilkdren's Dentistry

Dseras . L, DLOLE., BL

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway ® Unit 117
f = (520) 3166111 0 ©
TreasuredSmilesChildrensDentistry.com

DRYER VENT CLEANING

Mr. Appliance of Maricopa
520-635-2400
MrAppliance.com

ELECTRICIAN

'mﬂMARICOPA

ELECTRIC

Commercial and Residential
Electrical Contractor

Call ME at

(602) 396-8209

Licensed  Bonded e Insured
ROC 271982

Mr.'t/ Eleclric

a Perighberly ¢ ormpany
24 Hour Emergency Service
Residential & Commercial
(520) 216-5648

MrElectric.com/Phoenix-Metro

Locally Owned and Operated Franchise
Lic# 149003, 149004

EMERGENCY SERVICES
Maricopa Fire Department
520-568-3333

Maricopa Police Department
520-316-6800

Poison Control
800-222-1222
ENTERTAINMENT

Arizona Renaissance Festival
Arizona.RenFestinfo.com

Harrahs

AK-CHIN CASINO

PLAY FOR ALL. %1
HARRAHSAKCHIN.COM

(707) 346-1167
ThelndigoBallroom.com

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

EMPIRE by

Tractors | Combines | Hay Tools
Parts | Service | Sales

480-725-7131 empireag.com

FITNESS

oY

We welcome you to the
City of Maricopal! COMCSRC

44345 W. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
(520) 316-4600

C SkyMari by °
opperSkyMaricopa.com .-"m

FLOORING

We Bring The Store To Your Door!

2800 pxeress
gL

Free In-Home Estimates
on Floor and Installation

Express Flooring

(520) 487-1393

Business Directory

G~

Contact us foryour
FREE virtual estimate

£ (520) 840-0050 3ttt
CustomFlooringAz.com

RIVAS

FLOOR COVERING LIMITED

QUALITY PRODUCTS © INSTALLATION ® REPAIRS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Francisco (Frankie) Rivas Cortez
rivasfloorco@gmail.com

520-560-1158

ROC# 335486

FUNERALS

=T Wq»w&n

FUMER &L IEEYIE
Serving families whlle
honoring traditions.

44400 W. Honeycutt Road, Suite 102

Family owned & operated

FURNITURE

Lina Home Furnishings

471 East Ray Road
Ahwatukee
LinaFurnishings.com
GARAGE DOORS

Iconic Garage Door Services
520-416-4220

GLASS

FIVE STAR GLAZING

* GLASS «WINDOWS
* CUSTOM SHOWER DOORS

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED - ROC# 325447

IMPAST

WINDSHIELD

Mobile Repair Service:
e (Cracked Windshield
e Chipped Windshield
¢ Windshield Replacement

(520) 568-3933 * ImpactWindshield.com
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LIZARD HEIGHTS
— Glass ———
Service At A Higher Level
520-868-6180 * LizardHG.com
ROC 222193 CR65
* Licensed x Bonded % Insured
* Master Auto Glass Techs

J/INDOW C/INTING

J/zi Rosce

» Mobile Service  Auto
* Residential * Commercial
1790 N. Pinal Avenue * Casa Grande
“ (520) 705-6263
WmdometmgByRosxe com
Licensed & Insured ¢ Credit Cards Accepted

GOVERNMENT

City of Maricopa

39700 W. Civic Center Plaza
520-568-9098
Maricopa-AZ.gov

HARDWARE

yste

Y Maricopa L
AMCE Hardware

21542 N. John Wayne Parkway
(520) 494-7805
MaricopaAce.com

Delivery and Curbside Pickup Available

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ARICOPA
RENOVATIONS

FLOORING
W KITCHENS
BATHROOMS

(520) 895-2672

ROC #294216

Commercial

& Residential

Licensed * Bonded - Insured
ROCH 336437

Magdiel Vazquez

(602) 540-0722

MdaDrywallLLC@yahoo.com
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proof LLE
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* Roofing - Tile Roof Specialist;
Shingle, Flat/& Foam,Roofs
* Exterior House Painting

We Fix Roof Leaks!
WeatherproofRoofingAndPainting.com

ROC#317976 E_—' ROC #317977
HOSPITALS
@E‘XE‘EPTJ‘EI‘MAL

OPENING DEC. 2021

19060 N. John Wayne Parkway
info@ehc24.com
(520) 534-0700
ECHMaricopa.com

HOME LENDING

13 el il B o Gocgie Vil & Filos

(520) 454-9B00 cotor Te

il 'y g B e 6 Diearyiiar ' iR

TOUN LOCAL REFRAND MEW PURTHAIE EXFERT

INSURANCE

@ Alistate

14620 W. Maricopa-Casa
Grande Hwy, Suite 105
(520) 568-2270
TroyMauser@Allstate.com
El/mauseragency
Agents.Allstate.com/
Troy-Mauser-Maricopa-az.html

"'||_:|| |:_:|H'_'I Bonita Burks

{I-\t,_- Licensed Insurance Agent - AZ

. Medlcare ﬁ_

v Advantage e K]
v Supplement Plans = __,-lr
v Prescription Drug Plans .'

« Individual Health Insurance -'l'..’

(520) 350-8436

bburks@HealthMarkets.com
www.HealthMarkets.com/BBurks

Insurance
Consulting Services, LLC

Independent Insurance Broker
GLORIA SMITH

« Prescription Plan « Medicare Advantage
« Medicare Supplement Plan (HMO/PPO)

(520) 568-6750
41704 W Smith Enke Road, Suite 100
www.GloriaDSmith.com

oe StateFarm

Jamie Brishin, CPCU
Agent

21300 N. John Wayne Pkwy
Ste 103

(520) 568-0100

JamieBrisbin@sfmaricopa.com

INTERNET

Orbitel Communications
21116 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite B-9

520-568-8890
OrbitelCom.com

JEWELRY

Michael's Creative Jewelry
4843 E. Ray Road

Phoenix

480-598-0306
MichaelsCreative.com

LANDSCAPING

Distinctive Earthscapes, Inc.

at the
OPEN: '[ }{ 31'-'1 D:
Mon.-Sat. .?‘:"J r—‘-‘
NLUHSERY

6855 N. Overfield Rd., Casa Grande
(520) 723-4480

DistinctiveEarthscapesAtTheAvocado.com

Donovan's Landscaping LLC
480-250-9732
DonovansLandscaping.com

' -

- Prestige
('“D land:.c%lg
Commercial or Residential

Quality Work ¢ Affordable Prices
Call to schedule a consultation

480-388-9345
PrestigeLandscaping.us
Licensed & Insured BL#20160937 + Not AZ ROC Listed

MIKE’S
IRRIGATION

Exclusively Serving the
Residents oi Maricopa

Irrigation, Sod & Landscaping
(520) 788-2396

‘&/ /n/yglﬂ/«, I/“.‘a
Landscaping & Masonary Supplies
ResidentialsiCommercial
(480) 759-6432  Mon-Fri 6am - 4pm
rocknroll@gilanet.net Sat 7am - Noon
ROCKNRollVate 0

LAMDSCAPE

WILDCAT

BUFPFLY T,
mamo ey @ sesrema
520-568-8208
ey g o hgveny 0 Bedbden & oo
Farng = Dapvems u buars bera = Gl

info@maricoparocks.com

£ MaricopaRocks.com .

NONPROFITS

Against Abuse, Inc.
PO Box 10733

Casa Grande
520-836-1239
Against-Abuse.org

American Legion Post 133
44240 W. Maricopa-Casa
Grande Hwy.

520-208-6434
ALPost133AZ.org

Be Awesome Youth Coalition
520-428-7750
BeAwesomeYouth.life

Blue Star Mothers of Maricopa, AZ
#7
PO Box 1397

Copa Shorts Film
Shelley Gillespie
520-568-0199
CopaShortsFilmFest.org

Family, Friend & Neighbor COAP
402 E. 10th St, Casa Grande
520-836-0736

UnitedWayofPC.org

F.O.R. Maricopa
PO Box 82
520-251-0226
ForMaricopa.org

The Friends of the Maricopa
Public Library
520-568-8094

Maricopa Historical Society
Paul Shirk, President
909-260-3020

MHS50.com

Maricopa Lions Club
614-738-8312
e-clubhouse.org/sites/maricopa

Maricopa Little League
520-350-4080
MaricopalittleLeague.com

Maricopa Veterans Center

44240 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.

520-404-6672

Relay for Life Maricopa
800-227-2345
RelayForLife.org/MaricopaAZ

The Streets Don’t Love You Back
Po Box 1093
TheStreetsDontLoveYouBack.com

Veterans of Foreign Wars

44240 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.

602-920-3933

Zonta Club of Maricopa
520-705-0057
Zontaaz.org/Maricopa-club

PAINTING

4IvVd3y OO0N1LS
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PAINTING

Joshua Del Cotto
520-TO5-3496

QUALITY INTERIOR
EXTERIOR PAINTING

INTERTOR
& EXTERTOR

_-!.u"u.,, o
HHL &

(480) 420-8725

INFOGTEAMRPPC.COM

VANEGAS PAINTING
QualityRrofessionallRainter

 Exterior & Interior
 Prep for Perfection

(520) 216-4229

VanegasPaintingLLC.com

PEST CONTROL

Locally Owned
Pest Control and Bird
Proofing Service.

(We Get the Job Dowe!
$35 per spray
BUG GUYS  ArizonaBugGuys@gmail.com

ARTLZONA

-~

ArizonaBugGuys.com §

PHARMACY

Sun Life Health
Open to the Public
44572 W. Bowlin Road
520-350-7646
SunLifeHealth.org

PHYSICIANS

' Affiliated Cardiologists

of Arizona

Put your heart in the best hands

Taher Akkad, M.D., FAC.C.

21300 N. John Wayne Pkwy., Suite 123
(520) 709-3106

www.AffCard.com

« Accepting New Patients

« Annual Physicals/Medicare Wellness Exams
« Sick Visits/Chronic Disease Management

« Prescription Refills/Sports Physicals

« Next Day Appointments (within 24 hours)

20928 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite C4

o 480-306-5151
AmericanMedicalAssociatesAZ.com

Health Matters

9180 E. Desert Cove
Suite 105

Scottsdale
480-993-3331
HealthMattersAZ.com

Maricopa Foot and Ankle
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite 126

520-494-1090

MFAAC.com

Pinal Cancer & Surgery Center
Cancer Clinic

1876 E. Sabin Dr.

Suite 10

Casa Grande

520-836-9800

Pinal Cancer & Surgery Center
Surgery Clinic

1281 E. Cottonwood Lane

Casa Grande

520-876-0416

Sun Life Health

HEALTH STARTS HERE

Primary Care & Pharmacy

44572 W. Bowlin Road
(520) 568-2245

sunlifehealth.org

Sun Life Health
Gynecology - Obstetrics
44765 W. Hathaway Avenue
520-788-6100
SunLifeHealth.org

YOUR HEALTH IS YOUR REAL WEALTH
Z i

."r.rm.lu" f--u‘.a'?

'\Li

7 e,
20046 N. john Wayne Parkway, Suite 102

PHOTOGRAPHY

Victor Moreno Photography
602-723-4338

PLUMBING

My Maricopa Plumber
44400 W. Honeycutt
Suite 106

520-509-7948
MyMaricopaPlumber.com

POOLS

IMAIN MAINTENANCE ANefRE fffg;
THIN LlNEP[]UI.S

POWERSPORTS

IRGNCITY

ARIZONA'S POLARIS DEALER

ATVs = UTVs = Side x Sides * GEM

Twa locations to better serve you:
3151 N. Piper Ave. Suite #119 5365 W. Van Buren St.
Casa Grande Phoenix
(520) 836-1971 (602) 272-5551

www.icpolaris.com

PRINTING

|1rr=' o H R ] ]
F B I M T I H G

2450 S 24th Street
Phoenix 85034
(602) 231-8525

Steve Haire Local Resident

Steve@BenchmarkPrinting.net

BenchmarkPrinting.net

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Outside the Box

MARKETING

44400 W. Honeycutt Road, Suite 102
520-568-0040 - Market247365.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Experienced ® Reliable ® Trustworthy

F.EEIST IER

Brokerage Owners are local Maricopa Residents

wew @ & B

(520) 432-0089 * Crestpp@gmail.com
CrestPremierProperties.com

El Dorado Holding, Inc.
602-955-2424
ElDoradoHoldings.net

Business Directory

BUY « SELL « PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
2SS

(480)877-9814 « OFFICE@MOXIEREALESTATE.COM
MOXIEREALESTATE.COM

REALTORS

“ Manny " Ashley W E

72SOLDWORKS.COM

Serving Maricopa since 2005

Brokered by Hague Partners

CLUBHOQUSE
wo | LEARH |ossEcT
631 E. Cottonwood Lane, Casa Grande

(520) 759-3055
e RecGClub.com @

Call Today to get started!

SHEILA HARRIS
REALTOR®

(4]

(602) 309-8923

Sheila@HarrisAZHomes.com

HarrisAZHomes.com

Each Office Independently @ @

Owned and Operated

O I

Mancopa s #1 Realtor
Dayv Morgan
OWNER, REALTOR®

A DayvMorgan@gmail.com

480-251-4231
D 19756 N. John Wayne Pkwy., Suite 100 &Y
MaricopaHomeSmart.com
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Business Directory
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Moxie Real Estate
Bryan Adams
480-877-9814
MoxieRealEstate.com

Shane Cook

Commercial Realtor™

exp exp

(480) 703-3316
scookl1247@gmail.com

EstrellaGinAz.com

Brian Petersheim
REALTOR, ABR, CNE
=/

(602) 206-9644 -~

Ol 5
= A ;

MaricopaNewHomes.Net

RECYCLE

CIREIe

v oohy MANKOM

We buy your Junk!

45030 W. Edwards Ave. Mon.-Fri. 8am — 5pm
(520) 424-5976  Sat. 8am — 3pm

RESTAURANTS

Miss Bugs Treats
602-410-9420
Facebook.com/missbugstreats

{hiragn Mg

ROSATIS

21423 N. JOHN WAYNE PARKWAY #102
(NW corner of Smith Enke Rd and Route 347)
(520) 568-7700

ORDER ONLINE @ROSATISPIZZA.COM

DRIVE THRU,

s
RILI-B’S D)lEnd

DELIVERY
NS

19975 N John Wayne Pkwy
(520) 412-1157
E3'71 RiliBTacoShop.com u

SALON

¥ -I'E OWS

Microblading | Powder Brows | Lip Blush

Great eyebrows don’t happen by
chance, they happen by appointment.

41640 W. Smith Enke Rd, Suite 105

(321) 427-3558

aznaturalbrows.com

SCHOOLS

CHARTER SCHOOLS

Preparing Students for the Future
Principal Rachele Reese

Grades 7-12

41735 W. Alan Stephens Parkway
520-265-5589

www.aplusaz.org

I@I‘Almentia Academy

Private Online School K-12
P.0. Box 925
Maricopa, AZ 85138

480-577-2831

AlmentiaAcademy.com
Where the Learning Never Stops!

Butterfield Elementary School
43800 W. Honeycutt Road
520-568-6100
BES.MaricopaUSD.org

Central Arizona College
17945 N. Regent Drive
520-494-6400
CentralAZ.edu

Desert Sunrise High School
16200 N. Murphy Road
520-509-0400

Desert Wind Middle School
35565 W. Honeycutt Road
520-568-7110
DWMS.MaricopaUSD.org

LEADING
> EDGE

CADEMY
Moaricapa
18700 N. Porter Road
520-568-7800
LeadingEdgeAcademy.com

Maricopa Elementary School
18150 N. Alterra Parkway
520-568-5160
MES.MaricopaUSD.org

Maricopa High School
45012 W. Honeycutt Ave.
520-568-8102
MHS.MaricopaUSD.org

MARICOPA

ral Sheas 1wl

S

Maricopa Unified School District #20
44150 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.

Maricopa Virtual Academy
44150 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.
520-568-5194

Maricopa Wells Middle School
45725 W. Honeycutt Ave.
520-568-7100
MWMS.MaricopalUSD.org

42798 S. 99th Ave
(520) 568-2280 * MobileEsd.org

Pima Butte Elementary School
42202 W. Rancho El Dorado Parkway
520-568-7150
PBES.MaricopaUSD.org

RAM Academy

45012 W. Honeycutt Ave.
520-568-8100
MHS.MaricopaUSD.org

Saddleback Elementary School
18600 N. Porter Road
520-568-6110
SES.MaricopalUSD.org

Santa Cruz Elementary School
19845 N. Costa del Sol
520-568-5170
SCES.MaricopalSD.org

Santa Rosa Elementary School
21400 N. Santa Rosa Drive
520-568-6150
SRES.MaricopaUSD.org

STORAGE

we’ve got the space you need!

bix

CUBESMART

self storage

20215 N. John Wayne Parkway
(520) 582-0479 » cubesmart.com

TATTOO

10428 North Maticopa Road
(520) 217-4286

RedemptionTattooAZ@icloud.com

TAX SERVICES
CS CPA GROUP

TAXES & ACCOUNTING

» Small Business Accounting
* Tax Planning ¢ Consulting
* Tax Preparation

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 110
520-568-3303 | CSCPAGroup.com

TOWING

« Tire Changes
* Jumpstarts

CIRERDETE ko

44852 W. Edwards Ave

UTILITIES

& Ty

19265 N. Porter Road
Elementary (520) 568-9333
Secondary (520) 568-2112

(3 SequoiaPathway.org

SPORTS

ARICOPALITT

@MARICOPALL
Boys & Girls ages 4-18
T-Ball, Baseball & Softball divisions

Available 24/7 at www.ed3online.org

Billing Inquiry Hours (520) 424-9021
Mon-Fri: 6am-8pm  Sat-Sun: 6am-5pm

After Hours - ONLY Emergency Outage Service
Email us at customerservice@ed-3.o0rg

Report an Outage 24/7 =
Outage Center - www.ed3online.org -+

Use Mobile App =’=..3-
Call (520) 424-9021 Lo i

Billing & Emergency
(866) 940-1102
After Hours Emergency
(480) 898-4007
GWResources.com
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This ad could
be yours for
about 4¢ per
household.

(520) 568-0040
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trending

e =¥ b Markcopa Unified Schoal District
“Maricopa... - 1S HIRING!
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MUSD Governing Board VP Jim

Jordan passes Aok e ey Number

« Router placement matters.

Walls and other barriers can impede your WiFi signal. Place for your
router is a central location with as few obstacles as possible between
the modem and your connected devices. Locate it high off the floor,
and away from metal objects and other electronic devices that can
interfere with your WiFi signal.

TRENDING POLL

. Be aware of what devices are connected to your

network and their internet speed capabilities.

More devices connected at once means less bandwidth is available for each device. And some
devices can’t keep up with faster WiFi speeds, which slows down all the others.

Number

Wice Mayes Manfréd dected o
mral Rranspoialion admcasy
G

Number Leaving some programs open, like those used for online streaming or video games, will use up

bandwidth, even after you've finished using them.

« Protect your network with a strong password.

Number Choosing a secure WPA or WPA 2 password will protect your personal information, and keep other
oL | JuEL MY AN RSTE BT ey people from using your bandwidth, thus slowing your WiFi speeds.

8 « Close WiFi hungry applications when you’re not using them.

f i n - R

“Degert Freedom™ placed as Flm;:mmwﬁm:ﬂr-;m
nefth wild hoise, mone on way =1t i irnsportant te Rarkoops

Number . Today’s all-in-one dual band routers deliver much faster WiFi speeds to more devices.

Tio -1 » Upgrade your hardware.

e e Call Today, learn more about how Orbitel's Fast Internet speeds, Smart WiFi and professional installation

helleWyery : e
can deliver worry-free WiFi in every corner of your home.

rosratac - o - | m
’GLLL““‘”:“?"‘“‘L“' R Orbltel 520 568 8890
EIFERTS = - NI O A TR RN ATES COMMUNICATIONS www.orbitelcom.com
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parting shot

WE ARE
HIRING

APPLY TODAY!

UP TO $1,500
SIGN ON BONUS'

Albert]. Copley

The sun sets on the Sonoran Desert, just west of Maricopa.

CAREER ADVANCEMENT

JOIN THE CAESARS ENTERTAINMENT FAMILY WITH OVER 55+ LOCATIONS ACROSS THE COUNTRY
OPENING DOORS TO UNLIMITED POSSIBILITIES.

SCAN THIS CODE OR VISIT

A P P LY Harrahsakchin.com
N LI N E (Click on careers at the bottom of the page.)

CALL WITH QUESTIONS:
480-802-5017

Harrahs

J@ Have a great photo of Maricopa? A 3 AK- CH I N CAS I No
> e PLAY FOR ALL.

Submit it to Photos@InMaricopa.com for \ AESARS REWARD
consideration as next month’s “parting shot” CAESARS S

*Valid on select positions. Visit Human Resources for details and qualifying criteria. Must be 21 or older to gamble and take advantage of any offer.
Know When To Stop Before You Start.® Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-522-4700 or 1-800-NEXT STEP. ©2021 Caesars License Company, LLC.
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inMaricopa

44400 W. Honeycutt Road

Suite 101 Postal Customer

Maricopa, AZ 85138

ECRWSS

Local

CrcenpsT
Boavded & frsuired
ROC: CRIS-IIZ2X5

000® 480.360.1234 | www.911-ac.com



