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19945 N. John Wayne Pkwy.

BUY 3 FLUID EXCHANGES  
AND RECEIVE THE 4TH FLUID  
EXCHANGE SERVICE FREE

With coupon only, disposal fees extra, trans fluid full synthetic  
fluid up to 10 quarts, up to 2 gallons of new antifreeze flush kits 
used on trans, power steering, radiator and fuel injection service. 

Most cars and trucks. Expires 6/30/22.

OIL CHANGE

LUBE-OIL-FILTER   Prod#01C5
INCLUDES: Battery check, lubricate your car’s  
chassis (if applicable). Drain old oil & add up to  
5 quarts of new 5W30 or 5W20 oil synthetic blend. 
Install a new oil filter. (Special oil filters slightly higher).

$1988*
FREE TIRE ROTATION

Upon request • See store for details

Reg. $29.99
*with coupon

Includes hazardous waste fee. If your MFG. Requires 20W50, or full 
synthetic oil, or other special weights, there’s an additional charge for 
other weights of oil. Price is for 5W20 or 5W30 synthetic blend oil up 
to 5 quarters. With coupon only. Expires 6/30/22.

$5399 Includes up to 5 quarts of  
full synthetic oil (not Mobil 1 oil)

0W-20, 5W-20 or 5W-30. Includes a new oil 
filter (some specialty filters extra).  

Includes disposal.  
Most cars & light trucks with coupon only.  

Expires 6/30/22

FULL SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE

$30OFF

$60OFF
Prod. #21814/21830

Special! Save $60 on Lifetime Brakes! 
Free brake inspection

Most cars & light trucks with coupon only. Expires 6/30/22

FRONT OR REAR BRAKE SERVICE

$15OFF $15OFFTHRUST ANGLE
PROD#29858

COMPENSATE 4 WHEELS

4-WHEELS
PROD#29866

• For non-adjustable rear suspensions
• Computer precisely aligns front wheels to rear
• Enusures straight steering wheels
• Necessary for accurate alignment of newer cars

• Computer precisely aligns front and rear wheels
• Ensures straight steering wheels
• Necessary for accurate alignment of newer cars
• Adjust all 4 wheels for accurate alignment
• Shims extra

Most cars & light trucks with coupon only. Expires 6/30/22

ASK ABOUT 

OUR 5-YEAR 

& LIFETIME 

ALIGNMENTS

COMPUTERIZED ALIGNMENT

Get Pre-approved with 

(520) 779-5300

2-WHEEL

4-WHEEL

* Buy 3 select tires and get 4th free. Select tires only. Must purchase tire protection plan and nitrogen package, which includes valve stems, lifetime balancing, free tire rotations, free alignment checks, free flat 
repairs and free replacement for the first 25% of tread wear on a tire that is not repairable (with the nitrogen and tire protection plan purchased). Restrictions and exclusions apply. See store for complete details.  
Offer may not be combined with any other discounts unless otherwise stated. No dealer or carryout. Offer ends 6/30/22.

TRANSMISSION FLUID EXCHANGE $15999

COOLING SYSTEM FLUID EXCHANGE $10199

POWER STEERING FLUID EXCHANGE  $11199

Receive either a Brake Fluid Exchange  
at no charge or a Fuel Injection Service  

at no charge.

DISCOUNT TIRE, BIG O, FIRESTONE, DISCOUNT TIRE, BIG O, FIRESTONE, 
PEP BOYS. SHOP US LASTPEP BOYS. SHOP US LAST

Battery tests include 
(electronically hand-held test).

Expires 6/30/22

BATTERY TEST

FREE

State or local taxes or surcharges for Environmental protection will be an extra charge.

WE BEAT THEM ALLWE BEAT THEM ALL

TRUCKLOAD SALE
GUARANTEED BEST PRICES

FREE 
2nd opinion  
inspections

We verify all A/C systems

• Identify Freon Type
• Visually Inspect System for Leaks

ORIGINAL PRICE

Expires 6/30/22

AIR CONDITIONING  
PERFORMANCE CHECK

$5999FREE

We honor  
and repair  
extended  
warranty 

programs. 

WE WON’T BE UNDERSOLD BY OUR COMPETITION!
We beat Discount Tire, Big O, Firestone & Pep Boys … Make us your last call!We beat Discount Tire, Big O, Firestone & Pep Boys … Make us your last call!

NO CREDIT CHECK 
FINANCING AVAILABLE 
Up to 1 year no interest. 
Ask for details. OAC

NO INTEREST
If paid in full  

within 6 months
See store for details.

NO DEALERS • NO WHOLESALERS • NO CARRYOUTS
WE SERVICE NATIONAL ACCOUNTS

*BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE
FACTORY DIRECT

*BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE

*BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE

*BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE
KELLY EDGE A/S

*BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE
LIGHT TRUCK RADIALS

23575R15 Wrangler Trailrunner AT ...... $128.99
26570R16 Wrangler AT Adventure ....... $233.99
27560R20 Wrangler SRA .................... $216.99
27555R20 Eagle LS-2 ........................ $227.99
24565R17 Fortera HL ......................... $172.99
26550R20 Fortera HL ......................... $222.99

OTHER SIZES AVAILABLE

19565R15 Assurance Maxlife 91H BLK ....$160.99
20555R16 Assurance Maxlife 91H BLK ....$178.99
20565R16 Assurance Maxlife 95H BLK ....$176.99
21560R16 Assurance Maxlife 95V BLK ....$170.99
22560R16 Assurance Maxlife 98H BLK ....$145.99
21545R17 Assurance Maxlife 87V BLK ....$190.99
21555R17 Assurance Maxlife 94V BLK ....$202.99
22565R17 Assurance Maxlife 102H BLK ..$209.99

OTHER SIZES AVAILABLE

18565R15 Assurance All-Season 86T BLK ....$136.99
19565R15 Assurance All-Season 91T BLK ....$146.99
20555R16 Assurance All-Season 91H BLK ...$149.99
20560R16 Assurance All-Season 92T BLK ....$166.99
21560R16 Assurance All-Season 95T BLK ....$169.99
21555R17 Assurance All-Season 94H BLK ...$198.99
23555R17 Assurance All-Season 99T BLK ....$212.99
23545R18 Assurance All-Season 100H BLK .$241.99

OTHER SIZES AVAILABLE

18565R14 Kelly Edge A/S 86H BLK ..............$109.99
19565R15 Kelly Edge A/S 91H BLK ..............$109.99
20555R16 Kelly Edge A/S 91H BLK ..............$119.99
20560R16 Kelly Edge A/S 91V BLK ..............$129.99
21560R16 Kelly Edge A/S 95H BLK ..............$139.99
21555R17 Kelly Edge A/S 94V BLK ..............$142.99
23555R17 Kelly Edge A/S 99H BLK ..............$131.99
23555R18 Kelly Edge A/S 100H BLK ............$175.99

OTHER SIZES AVAILABLE

23575R15 Americus AT 104S BW ................$151.99
26570R16 Americus AT 112T BW ................$201.99
24575R16LT Americus AT 120Q BW ............$177.99
26575R16LT Americus AT 123S BW .............$191.99
24570R17 Americus AT 110T BW ................$196.99
26570R17 Americus AT 115T BW ................$206.99
24560R18 Americus AT 106V BW ................$169.99
27565R18 Americus AT 116T BW ................$239.99

OTHER SIZES AVAILABLE.  40,000 Mileage Warranty

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE
SIZE BUY 3 PRICE

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE

All work guaranteed at 2000 locations nationwide

*BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE
DELINTE PERFORMANCE RADIAL

*BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE
PASSENGER CAR TIRES

*BUY 3, GET 4TH FREE
LIGHT TRUCK TIRES

19565R15 Delinte DH2 91H BW ............ $95.99
20555R16 Delinte DH2 94w BLK ......... $100.99
20565R16 Delinte DH2 99H BLK ......... $111.99
21560R16 Delinte DH2 99H BLK ........... $98.99
22560R16 Delinte DH2 98H BLK ......... $123.99
21570R16 Delinte DH2 87V BLK ......... $119.99
21545R17 Delinte DH2 91W BLK ........ $106.99
21555R17 Delinte DH2 98W BLK ........ $120.99

OTHER SIZES AVAILABLE.  40,000 Mileage Warranty

20555R16 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 91H BW ......$149.99
22565R17 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 102H BW ....$185.99
21560R16 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 95H BW ......$146.99
21555R17 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 94V BW ......$183.99
18565R15 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 88H BW ......$119.99
19565R15 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 91H BW ......$121.99
22550R17 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 94V BW ......$194.99
22555R17 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 97H BW ......$188.99
23545R18 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX 94V BW ......$230.99
21555R16 YOKOHAMA ASCEND LX  97H BW .....$158.99                  

OTHER SIZES AVAILABLE.   85,000 Mileage Warranty

23575R15 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 108T OW ....$189.99   

26570R16 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 111T OWL ...$231.99 

24565R17 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 105T OWL ...$246.99   

24570R17 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015  108T OW ...$240.99   

26570R17 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 113T OW ....$238.99   

24560R18 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 109H BW ....$266.99   

26565R18 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 114H BW ....$284.99   

27565R18 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 116H BW ....$290.99   

26575R16LT YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 E 123R OWL .. $275.99   

27560R20 YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER AT G015 115H BW ....$291.99                     

OTHER SIZES AVAILABLE.   60,000 Mileage Warranty

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE

SIZE BUY 3 PRICE

All work guaranteed at 2000 locations nationwide

All work guaranteed at 2000 locations nationwide

ASSURANCE MAXLIFE  
85,000 Mileage Warranty

ASSURANCE ALL-SEASON 
65,000 Mileage Warranty

SPECIAL 
FACTORY BUYS

EDGE ALL SEASON  
55,000 Mileage Warranty 

IconicTire.com
Family Owned & OperatedFREE FLAT REPAIRS

Whether we sold you the tire or not,  
it is free on repairable tires up to 20".  

See store for details.

GET UP TO A  

$200 rebate$200 rebate  
ON THE PURCHASE 

OF A SET OF  
4 SELECT GOODYEAR TIRES 

WHEN YOU USE A  
GOODYEAR CREDIT CARD 

Double your rebate on the purchase of a  
full set of Goodyear tires on your  

*Goodyear credit card up to a  
$50 instant rebate! *OAC
Now thru June 30, 2022 
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Photographer Bryan Mordt snagged this shot of Maricopa Historical Society volunteers Kent Charles, Richard Cane and Denny Hoeh working to clean the 
exterior of the California Zephyr, while Ron Angwood, John Rimmasch and his son Clayson work on the top of the railcar in a lift. Rimmasch owns Wastach 
Railroad contractors, a group contracted to assist with the renovation which is expected to take another year. 
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MUSD Community Preschool
The Early Childhood Leader in Maricopa 

THE MUSD PROMISE
• Certified Teachers
• Licensed Facilities
• Arizona Standards-Based Curriculum
• Full-Day Academic Program
• Extended-Day Childcare (Santa Rosa)
• Early Reading
• Arts, Music, and Physical Education
• Technology

Community Preschool provides fun, skills-based activities that explore science, literacy, 
math, art, music, dramatic play, and more! Our rich curriculum aligns to Arizona Early 
Learning Standards to build skills and promote healthy social-emotional development.  
Our students work and play together to explore their curiosities, build confidence, and 
develop problem solving skills for a life-long love of learning.  

Locations  
Butterfield Elementary School - (520)-568-6100
Santa Cruz Elementary School - (520)-568-5170
Santa Rosa Elementary School - (520)-568-6150

New Locations Coming July 2022
Pima Butte Elementary School - (520) 568-7150
*Maricopa Elementary School - (520) 568-5160
*Saddleback Elementary School - (520) 568-6110 

Full-Day Community Preschool
Monday -Friday
8:35 AM-3:35 PM/*8:10 AM-3:35 PM
$620/Month

For more information visit us at www.musd20.org/preschool

NOW 
REGISTERING  

for the 2022-2023 
School Year.
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AAPRIL IS NATIONAL VOLUNTEER 
MONTH. In Maricopa, however, it seems 
like every month is volunteer month.

There's no shortage of people in 
this community who are willing to step 
forward to make a difference in their 
neighbors' lives.

Our idea was to write a story where we focused 
on these efforts. But what I found was an extensive 
culture of volunteerism that exists in this city that no 
one story could ever encompass.

Volunteers are the lifeblood of this city. Do 
you want proof? Two of this city's most important 
boards consist of volunteers: The city's Planning 
and Zoning Commission and the Maricopa Unified 
School District Governing Board.

Volunteers impact the growth of this city and 
what its educational system is going to look like. Not 
to mention, these people work for free, and they are 
willing to take the public scrutiny that sometimes 
comes along with their jobs. 

When you get down to it, I think that goes a step 
beyond volunteerism.

It was also overwhelming to hear about 
volunteers who literally give until they don't have 
much time left to give. Some work 40 hours a week. 

Their efforts often include mind-numbing 
clerical work and other times, back-
breaking physical labor. 

From time to time, people are honored 
for giving large cash donations to causes. 
And while monetary donations are always 
appreciated, the act of giving your time 
might be even more valuable.

Don't ever underestimate the value of 
time spent working to further a cause. 

It may be harder to quantify the donation But, 
in some cases, an hour spent might be worth more 
than the money you were going to give.

Volunteers with the Mariocopa Police 
Department’s Volunteers In Police Service (VIPS) 
program gave more than 8,700 hours of their time 
in the 2021 fiscal year. To put it in perspective, a full-
time employee who works 40 hours a week will work 
2,080 hours a year. That’s four full-time positions 
from just one group of volunteers. 

As always, thanks for reading our publication, 
and thanks for volunteering.

JUSTIN GRIFFIN | EDITORIAL DIRECTOR
Justin@InMaricopa.com

Volunteers make our city a better place

BOB MCGOVERN
Bob, a past editor at InMaricopa,

tells the story of an infant
diagnosed with leukemia —

and her fight to live.

AL BRANDENBURG
With a background in corporate 

and educational facilities, 
Al is a senior advocate 
and master gardener.

ANGELA ASKEY
Angela has been executive 

director of public relations and 
marketing for Central Arizona 

College for nine years.
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We believe in:

•	 An informed citizenry. 
•	 Holding ourselves and others accountable.
•	 The success of deserving businesses.

VALUES
•	 Integrity
•	 Accountability
•	 Open, honest, real-time communication
•	 Prosperity for clients, community, company

Volume 17, Issue 4
InMaricopa

44400 W. Honeycutt Road, Suite 101
Maricopa, AZ 85138

520-568-0040 Tel 520-568-0050 Fax
News@InMaricopa.com

Advertising@InMaricopa.com 

Published advertisements are not an endorsement 
of products or advertising claims by InMaricopa. 
No part of this magazine may be reproduced by 
any means without the prior written permission 
of InMaricopa. Copyright 2022.

FROM THE EDITOR

®

*Food Credit offer is redeemed as 1,000 Reward Credits. Only new members of the Caesars Rewards program are eligible at Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino. New members are defined as those individuals 21 years of age or older who sign up for a 
first time Caesars Rewards membership at the Caesars Rewards Center at Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino at any time April 1 – June 30, 2022 at 11:59PM. New members must then accept each offer at the slot machine. If offers are not accepted 
at the slot machine prior to the Prize Expiration, the offer shall be forfeited. Guests must earn at least one Tier Credit within six months of offer redemption to prevent Reward Credit expiration. Reward Credits count toward comp balance only 
and will not increase your Tier Score®. Reward Credits can be redeemed at other participating outlets, but redemption ratio may vary. Restrictions may apply. When depositing Free Slot Play to your bank, balance expiration is based on time 
of deposit and will expire 72 hours after deposit if not downloaded to a slot machine. Re-deposited Free Slot Play will expire within 24 hours after re-deposit. Please see Caesars Rewards for expiration details. Valid only at Harrah’s Ak-Chin 
Casino. Management reserves the right to change or cancel this promotion at any time without prior notice. Must be 21 or older to gamble and take advantage of this offer. Know When To Stop Before You Start.® Gambling Problem? Call 
1-800-522-4700 or 1-800-NEXT STEP. ©2022 Caesars License Company, LLC. See official rules at the Caesars Rewards Center for complete details.

WITH A NEW                                                    SIGN UP

Feeling playful? For all the ways you play, 
try out baccarat, craps, roulette and, of 

course, your favorite slots. Time for a refresh? 
Chill in a shaded poolside cabana, at the 

swim-up bar or grab some ahhh at The Spa. 
It’s all waiting for you here!

$15 IN FREE SLOT PLAY
+ $10 FOOD CREDIT*

THE OFFICIAL SPONSOR OF PLAY®
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Longtime Maricopa farmer and former NFL 
player Fred W. Enke Sr., 89, passed away in April 

at his home in Casa Grande. He and farming 
partner and friend John Smith built one of 

Maricopa's best-known roads as a way to get 
to the cotton farm they owned. From 1954-1983, 
Enke farmed in what would become Maricopa. 

He sold the farm, which is now home to the 
Maricopa Agricultural Center, to the University

of Arizona. After selling his portion of his farm, he 
grew grapes in Hidden Valley until about 2000.

THIS MONTH BACK IN...THIS MONTH BACK IN...

HISTORY

For these and other historical stories, visit InMaricopa.com.

Outside the Box Media, a Maricopa company 
founded by Scott Bartle, launched 85239.com, which 

quickly became a real-time news center for the 
fast-growing city. The website offered local news, 
business and real estate listings, free classifieds 

and feature stories on the people and places that 
make Maricopa unique. At the time, two monthly 
newspapers published in the small town of about 
4,000 people. “They didn’t serve the community 

like I thought they could have,” said Bartle, who is 
still publisher of what is now InMaricopa.com.

Maricopa experienced a fire for the ages at the 
Hyponex mulch-processing plant. Firefighters were 

on scene for seven hours at the facility off Maricopa-
Casa Grande Highway, east of White and Parker
Road. A 50-mph wind created a wall of burning 
embers. A power pole with live lines burned and 

fell in the middle of the site, igniting a loading dock. 
About 14,000 gallons of water were used to prevent

spread. The Gila River and Ak-Chin fire 
departments assisted. Spontaneous 

combustion was the cause, officials said.

The Maricopa High School campus has 
grown considerably over the years. The 
football players and cheerleaders pictured 
were among the 28 MHS students — all 
freshmen — in 1955. Today, enrollment is 
about 2,400 with a second high school, 
Desert Sunrise, scheduled to open in July.

Student explosion

2022
1955 1955

Trust the Orbitel Team to Keep You Connected. Call Us Today!

We Make It Easy!

100Mbps 200Mbps50Mbps

ORBITEL SMART WIFI
Stream strong with all devices in your home! The latest WiFi 

technology that creates a coverage blanket to deliver a strong, 
consistent signal throughout your home.

FAST INTERNET + SMART WIFI 
BETTER TOGETHER!

Choose the Internet speed you need!

Available in Orbitel Communications service area only. Speeds listed are maximum wired speed. Many factors affect speed. Actual speed may vary. Smart WiFi not included in pricing 
and costs extra. Equipment, taxes, installation and other fees not included. Other conditions may apply. Call office for details.

520-568-8890
www.orbitelcom.com

Better Together - smart Wifi_In-Maricopa_8.375x10.875.indd   1Better Together - smart Wifi_In-Maricopa_8.375x10.875.indd   1 2/7/2022   4:02:50 PM2/7/2022   4:02:50 PM
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BUSINESS

OR YEARS, HOUSING IN 
Maricopa came in one form: 
single-family homes. 

But as rapid growth continues 
in Maricopa and the region, efforts to meet the 
need for diverse housing are on the rise. 

There is currently only one apartment 
complex in Maricopa, Oasis at the Wells, which 
opened in spring 2021. But others are coming.

Copa Flats, a 312-unit, three-story 
apartment complex broke ground in March and 
represents the crest of a wave of multi-family 
communities — and more than 900 additional 
units — on the way.

To better understand the past, present 
and future of multi-family communities in 
Maricopa, it is best to start at the beginning. 

A brief history
Apartments were never illegal in Maricopa. 
They were a difficult investment due to 
unfriendly zoning laws. That changed in 2017 
when the city put forth a housing plan that 
improved zoning requirements for apartments 
and other housing options. 

But one of the biggest hurdles to building 
an apartment complex in Maricopa was the 
market itself. The housing market crashed in 
2008 and a home could be bought for less than 
$50,000. As Maricopa Mayor Christian Price 
noted, that meant cheap mortgage payments. 

“Why would you rent an apartment for 
$1,200 with two bedrooms, when you could buy 
a house for $800 a month and have four beds, 
three bathrooms and a yard?” Price said. 

For years, buying in Maricopa was more 
affordable than renting. 

“The market didn't allow it [apartments] 
to happen,” Price said. “Then we went into 
the recession, that exacerbated the problem 
because homes were being purchased for 
$30,000 and $40,000.”

Apartments were impossible at every level. 
“Those mortgage payments were $300,” 

Price said. “How am I going to build an 
apartment complex, at how many millions of 
dollars, and charge you $1,500 rent?”

 “How many people do you think you're 
going to have lined up waiting to come into that 
marketplace? Zero. So that's a failed concept. 
There's no bank in America that would have 
given you a loan to do that.”

Battling perceptions
Apartments are a touchy subject for some 
residents who fear they will change the fabric of 
the community. 

City Manager Rick Horst feels public 
perception is misguided.

"This thing about apartments and higher-
density housing creating crime is a misnomer,” 
Horst said. “The facts bear that out. As soon as 
we hear something happening in an apartment, 
we jump to conclusions.”

Maricopa Police Chief James Hughes said 
both in studies and in his personal experience, 
crime in apartment complexes mirrors the 
surrounding community. 

“Many studies have not found a correlation 
between apartment buildings and an increase 
in crime,” Hughes said. “There are certainly too 
many variables involved to conclude apartments 
increase crime. In my experience, apartment 
buildings in desirable communities with low 
crime have a positive economic benefit to the 
community by creating housing options based 
on the individual’s stage of adult life.” 

Hughes said that given Maricopa’s 
already-low violent-crime rates, statistics can 
be misleading.

“The numbers (here) look to be within 
normal parameters,” Hughes said. “Maricopa 
enjoys small sample sizes regarding violent 
crime; therefore, two or three incidents can 
cause a larger percentage increase.”

There were 1,899 crimes reported in 
Maricopa in 2021, with 28 (or 1.2%) of them 
occurring at Oasis at The Wells. Six percent of 

all the burglaries in the city and 5% of assaults/
shootings were reported at the complex, 
according to MPD statistics.

Most people associate federally-funded 
housing with apartments. Horst explained that 
in Maricopa, that’s not the case. 

“These, for the most part, are market-rate 
housing. They’re not HUD housing. 

“Matter of fact, most people don't know it, 
but we do have some HUD housing in town. 

“They've been in town way before the city 
was formed. We’ve never had an issue with 
those places. They look great. They are clean, 
they're presentable and most people don't even 
know they exist. There are less than 20 units.”

Damages already done
Maricopa has suffered from a lack of housing 
options for years. Horst believes that may have 
already affected Maricopa in an unfortunate 
way. 

“There is a circle of life, and it implies 
that you have that young person, or young 
couple, getting started in life,” Horst said. 
“And when I think about those people, I think 
about my police officers, my firefighters, our 
schoolteachers. People like that, who cannot 
afford to jump into a $400,000 house, which is 
now, our starting average here in Maricopa.”

As a result, many service employees settle 
in bordering communities and counties where 
they can afford to live. Their kids attend the 
schools and they become part of the social 
fabric of that community, even though they 
work in Maricopa. 

“So, what do they do?” Horst said. “They 
have to have a place to live, so we asked them to 
live in another community, but work here. Years 
ago, our police officers and firefighters had to 
live in another community. Because frankly, we 
didn't have any homes.”

It also affects older people, Horst explained. 
“And then at some point, they’re an empty-

nester and want to downsize from that three- or 
four-bedroom house,” Horst said. “They can’t 
afford the cost of the maintenance or maybe 
they want to enjoy life.

“Where do they go? Do we ask them to leave 
the community, to leave their church, to leave 
their families and friends, to go somewhere 
else? Or do we provide an opportunity for them 
to start downsizing? What happens when you 
lose a spouse?”

The apartments, Horst said, also serve 
another purpose. Service employees who 
would typically work at the sit-down 
restaurants that residents are clamoring for 
need somewhere to live. 

“Who’s going to take those $16-, $17-, 
$18-an-hour jobs?” Horst said. “They are not the 
people coming from Chandler or somewhere 
else. They are not going to drive all the way here 
for our $17- or $18-an-hour job.”

Price said part of healthy growth for the 
city is allowing people of different economic 
and social backgrounds the chance to settle and 
build a life in Maricopa. 

“If we don’t have attainable housing, then 
we are literally shutting people out,” Price said. 
“This is a city that is growing exceptionally 
rapidly. In doing so, we have lots of new areas 
for stores coming online. We have lots of new 
police officers and nurses and firefighters, etc., 
and all these people make a great living and do a 
wonderful service. But if they’re just starting out 
in life, they have no place to live.”

Growth is coming 
The Phoenix area is expected to grow by 881,000 
people this decade, according to research 
conducted by the Greater Phoenix Economic 
Council (GPEC). While that number seems 
astronomical, it would only be the third-highest 
growth decade the Valley has seen. Metro 
Phoenix grew by 1.013 million in the 1990s and 
941,000 in the 2000s. By the end of the decade, 
the Valley will be home to 5.4 million people.

Apartments fill a need  
in Maricopa and its growth

BY JUSTIN GRIFFIN AND JAY TAYLOR
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There are certainly too 
many variables involved 
to conclude apartments 
increase crime. In my 
experience, apartment 
buildings in desirable 
communities with low 
crime have a positive 
economic benefit to the 
community by creating 
housing options based on 
the individual’s stage of 
adult life.” 
MARICOPA POLICE CHIEF JAMES HUGHES

Oasis at the Wells, 
Maricopa's lone 
Apartment complex.

PLANNED APARTMENTS 
IN MARICOPA

•	 COPA FLATS, a 312-unit, three-story 
apartment community planned at 
17485 N. Porter Road, just north of 
Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway.

•	 FUZE 520, a 342-apartment project of 
one-, two- and three-story buildings on 14 
acres at State Route 238 and Loma Road

•	 ROERS MARICOPA, a 200-unit, 
multi-family project located near 
Central Arizona College

•	 STERLING AT STONEGATE, which 
will feature 414 multi-family units 
at Stonegate Road and Maricopa-
Casa Grande Highway

In addition to these 1,268 apartments in 
the works, another 1,000-plus units of 
single-family home-for-rent, condominium 
and townhome communities are in the 
construction or planning stages.
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Along with new residents will come new 
jobs, according to the same GPEC study. 
While experts hesitate to project job growth 
out more than a year or two, the forecast for 
the next two years is rosy. After 4% job growth 
in 2021, employment is expected to grow by a 
whopping 5.3% in 2022, followed by a robust 
4.3% in 2023. And that takes into account 
population growth of about 90,000 people in 
each of those years.

There is a perception Arizona has an older 
population, but demographic statistics say 
otherwise. In fact, the five most populous ages 
in the state are those 25-29; each of those ages 
has more than 105,000 people. And the next 
six most-populous ages are 19 to 33, the only 
other groups with populations of more than 
100,000 statewide. 

Skyrocketing costs
Home affordability is another issue in a 
skyrocketing housing market. According to 
a study performed by research firm Elliot D. 
Pollack and Company, the only professions 
that could afford to buy a home of nine 
surveyed in 2020 were nurses and police 

officers — and they could only buy in eight 
and seven of the cities profiled, respectively. 
Fast forward a year to 2021 and only the 
nurse, making about $83,300 a year, can 
afford to buy, and only in three cities: 
Avondale, Glendale and Peoria. 

Another factor in the need for apartments 
is the lack of existing home inventory. The 
Pollack study found the long-run average 
days of inventory for homes on the market 
priced at $350,000 or less in metro Phoenix 
has been 51 days; the current average is 10 
days. 

The total inventory long-run average 
supply has been 69 days, but currently sits 
at 23 days. In terms of total home inventory, 
in mid-2020, the average daily inventory of 
homes was 1,631; it’s currently 542. That’s the 
total number of resale homes available in a 
market of 4.5 million people.

It’s not just the price of buying a home 
that’s surging.

Eric Omdahl, a partner with Minnesota-
based Real Estate Equities, developer of Copa 
Flats, said many would-be renters are being 
priced out of the market in the Valley.

“Our target is people who live in this 
community who have seen the 20% spike in 
rent they’re paying in the Valley over the last 
year,” Omdahl said. “There are a number of 
new employment uses coming to Maricopa as 
part of the growth of the community, and we 
see this as a viable housing choice for people 
who don’t want to get priced out of the market 
with single-family homes, which are now 
exceeding $2,000 a month on a rental basis.

“Not everyone can afford to put money 
down and get financing for a loan, so this is a 
good opportunity to provide a rental housing 
choice,” he said.

Bill Bisanz, CEO of the Real Estate 
Equities, noted while many areas in the 
region need apartments, Maricopa’s situation 
is unique. 

“There was a combination of reasons 
that this was attractive and interesting for us 
here,” Bisanz said. “Your community, your 
state, is going through tremendous growth, 
and when that happens it adds even more 
pressure to housing affordability. 

“There’s a huge need, a huge need we felt we 
could help with. Also, the circumstances were 
positive with some of the financing resources 
and the availability of tax-exempt bonds was 
favorable as well. Eric had experience here, 
and we wanted to expand, and we like the 
business climate as well. Those are the main 
reasons.” 
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dtOasis at the Wells is Maricopa's only apartment complex. It opened in 2021 and is the first of a  

collection of multi-family communities that will open in the coming years.

• Primary Care/Internal Medicine 
• Annual Physicals/Medicare Wellness Exams
• Sick Visits/Chronic Disease Management
• Medication Management/Prescription Refi lls
• Hospital Discharge Follow Ups
• Sports Physicals

20928 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite C4

480-306-5151

AmericanMedicalAssociatesAZ.com

Schedule 
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Friendly, professional, and experienced 
home renovation company

(520) 840-0050
CustomFlooringAz.com

Arizona Kitchen & Bathroom Contractor

Contact us for your FREE virtual estimate

Kitchen Remodeling
Bathroom Remodeling

Custom Flooring
Hardwood • Laminate • Stone • Tile • Vinyl
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S MARICOPA GROWS, ONE OF 
its biggest assets is water supply. 

The city sits on the Maricopa 
Stanfield Sub-basin aquifer, which 

includes 23,000 acre-feet of water, making it one 
of the biggest in the region. One acre-foot of wa-
ter represents 325,000 gallons of water, enough 
water to serve three-plus houses for a year.

Water supply is cautiously monitored and 
maintained by Global Water Resources.

Jake Lenderking, the utility’s vice president 
of water resources, is quick to point out that 
while there’s a lot of water under the ground, 
it’s a finite resource. 

“The groundwater is not really considered a 
renewable resource,” Lenderking said. “So, you 
have to be careful.” 

“There’s a lot there, but not enough to 
waste.”

The Arizona Department of Water 
Resources, through its Assured Water Supply 
program, issues assurances for a 100-year supply 
of water. In most municipalities, developers 
need that assurance before they can begin 
construction. 

Global Water Resources has 100-year 
assurance, not only because of the abundance 
of water in the ground, but due to water 
reclamation and conservation efforts, 

according to Lenderking.
Lenderking said GWR proved to the 

Department of Water Resources there is 
both physically available groundwater and a 
recycled water supply through its philosophy 
of total water management by using smart 
meters and recycled water.

The designation is particularly valuable 
when you consider that new 100-year assurances 
are no longer being issued.

The source
Maricopa sits on in the Maricopa Stanfield Sub-
basin aquifer, which is quite a resource.  

“We're using about 7,000 acre-feet and 
we have 22,914 acre-feet in our designation, 
Lenderking said. “Is it good positioning? 
Definitely.

“It's there, and it's reliable. Not all areas have 

that. So, if you're thinking about Pinal County 
and water supply issues, that's one of the big 
ones.” 

There are two predominant types of aquifers 
in Arizona — alluvial aquifers most often found 
in the valleys and fractured rock aquifers more 
prevalent in the mountains and foothills. 

Alluvial aquifers are found under rivers and 
other bodies of water and, for the most part, 
have more water than fractured rock aquifers. 

The Maricopa Stanfield Sub-basin is an 
alluvial aquifer that extends throughout the 
city’s current borders and beyond.

At some points, the aquifer is 3,000 feet 
deep. (That’s more than two-and-a-half Empire 
State Buildings.) But the most attractive part of 
this source is water can be found at surprisingly 
shallow depths. 

Large aquifer, responsible water  
management key to city's future

BY JUSTIN GRIFFIN

A
“We have a well that’s only 65 or 70 feet 

below land surface,” said Jon Corwin, vice 
president and general manager of GWR.

Lenderking added in a desert state like 
Arizona amid a severe drought, many wells are 
300-400 feet deep. 

“Oh, it's really variable,” Lenderking said. 
“It's really going to depend on site-specific 
conditions in the greater alluvial aquifers. Think 
about the Greater Phoenix metro area and the 
Maricopa Stanfield Basins in and around Pinal, 
those are big alluvial aquifers, you know, the 
water table can vary in places. 

“We are really fortunate where we're at with 
the water table 65-70 feet below land surface. 
We use a lot of recycled water, which helps keep 
that water level up,” he said.

Which begs the question, where did the 
water come from in the first place?

Lenderking said most of the water has been 
there for quite some time. 

“It's percolated over many, many years; 
hundreds, maybe thousands of years, and that's 
a large part of the water that’s there today,” he 
explained. “Streamflow also recharges the 
aquifer. So, when the Santa Cruz and the Santa 
Rosa (rivers) run, they replenish and add to 
the aquifer. The Gila River adds to it. There's 
also mountain front recharge where again, 
rainwater would go against the mountain at 
the foot of the mountains — it’s an area of 
increased recharge of the aquifer.” 

Water makes it into the aquifer in other 
ways, too. 

“There's what I call incidental recharge,” 
Lenderking said. “The agricultural sector uses 
water. And that water doesn't just stay in the 
root zone. Often, it goes past the root zone and 
percolates down to the aquifer. So, a portion 
of what the farm fields use ends up back in the 
aquifer, as well as in municipal and industrial 
applications or municipal settings.”

To a lesser extent, leaking lines and 
irrigation and other sources contribute a 
negligible amount of water. 

“All those also contribute to the aquifer,” 
Lenderking said. “But the lion’s share of the 
water has been there for a very long time.”

Whether to recharge
Some utilities in other areas may recharge by 
putting excess water back into the aquifers. 

It may sound like a straightforward 
operation to pump excess water back into 
an aquifer for later use, but it is a complex 
decision with potentially widespread effects.

“Citing research, large recharge facilities 
can be difficult,” Lenderking said. “For 
example, if you are going to put a lot of water 
in the aquifer and raise the water table, all the 
way to the ground surface, that could have 
negative consequences. That is why there is a 
permitting process for that.

“So, for example, if you raise the water level 
up into an existing landfill, you might bring 
contaminants out of the landfill and mobilize 
them into the aquifer.”

Global Water has received a permit from 
the Arizona Department of Water to recharge 
the aquifer with no risk to the environment. 
Although recharging is two or three years 
away, the utility will use its Groves Recyclable 
Water Management Facility to help with the 
process. B
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Wastewater is processed in a secondary clarifier 
at the Global Water Resources facility in Maricopa.

Figure 8. 3-D Representation of the Pinal AMA Aquifer from 2019 ADWR model, extended to 3000 feet below land surface, based on ADWR's 
2014 geology update (Seasholes 2020) - Note: the aquifer bottom is modeled to 3000 feet and is deeper in certain areas

Figure 9. 3-D Representation of the Pinal AMA Aquifer Bottom (Nelson & Inwood 2020)    
Note: the aquifer bottom is modeled to 3000 feet and is deeper in certain areas

5x vertical exaggeration of aquifer extending below land surface
(vertical scale of aquifer is exaggerated 5x greater than the horizontal scale)

In order to put water supply and demand numbers into perspective, it helps to look above and below the aquifer. The 
local water system is controlled by a variety of factors, human and natural.

The majority of the groundwater in the Pinal AMA is stored within two distinct, historically productive groundwater 
subbasins. The area in between these subbasins, where the depth to bedrock is shallow, is known as the Casa Grande 
Ridge (Figures 8-9). Bedrock is the hard rock that lies below the porous, unconsolidated sediments of the aquifer 
(e.g. sand, gravel and soil). The saturated thickness of an aquifer sits above the bedrock and below the water table, 
representing potentially extractable water. Shallow bedrock indicates there is less groundwater available in those areas 
to pump. In the Casa Grande ridge area, the saturated thickness is only a few hundred feet compared to thousands of 
feet in the Central Arizona Irrigation & Drainage District (CAIDD) and Maricopa-Stanfield Irrigation & Drainage District 
(MSIDD) areas (see Figure 12 for mapped locations of CAIDD and MSIDD).

7
A Visual Guide to Water in the Pinal AMA June 12, 2020 

ASSESSING THE LOCAL WATER SUPPLY

To put water supply and demand into perspective, it helps to look 
above and below the aquifer. The local water system is controlled 
by a variety of factors, human and natural. The majority of local 
groundwater is stored within two distinct, historically productive 
groundwater subbasins: The Maricopa Stanfield Subbasin and 

the Eloy Subbasin. The area in between these subbasins, where 
the depth to bedrock is shallow, is known as the Casa Grande 
Ridge. Bedrock is the hard rock that lies below the porous, 
unconsolidated sediments of the aquifer (e.g. sand, gravel and soil). 
The saturated thickness of an aquifer sits above the bedrock and 
below the water table, representing potentially extractable water. 

The above vertical scale of the aquifer is exaggerated five times greater than the horizontal scale. 

Global Water Resources Vice President 
General Manager Jon Corwin, shown 
in front of the ultraviolet disinfection 
unit at the Global Water Resources 
treatment facility in Maricopa, works to 
provide ratepayers with the technology 
they need to conserve water. 
Above, the Integrated film activated 
sludge tank for wastewater can be seen.
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42100 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.
(520) 635-6257

www.jiffylubearizona.com

No Appointment Necessary!
Call for hours of operation.

$1999
Jiffy Lube Signature Service® Oil Change

Service includes up to 5 quarts of Service Pro® Synthetic Blend Motor Oil (5w20 or 5w30) 
and multi point inspection. Most vehicles. Other brands of oil available at additional charge. 
Shop fees apply. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Coupon Required. Valid at all 
Phoenix Metro Valley Locations. Exp. 4/30/2022                                             CODE: 3842SP

All Phoenix Metro Jiffy Lubes are locally owned by the Bové family. Jiffy Lube, the Jiffy Lube design mark and Jiffy Lube Signature 
Service® are registered trademarks of Jiffy Lube International, Inc. ©2021 Jiffy Lube International, Inc.

MAKING CAR CARE MAKE SENSE?

THAT’S A JOB FOR JIFFY ™

“We'll store the water in the facility 
and then, when it's needed for the recharge 
component, it'll be available,” Corwin said. 
“We have the infrastructure there to do that.” 

Enhanced beauty around  
the community
Driving around Maricopa, it’s sometimes 
surprising how a city in the middle of the 
desert can have so many ponds and lakes. 

It’s not by chance, however. Most bodies of 
water are maintained by Global Water and its 
water recycling efforts. 

For example, when you flush a toilet, that 
water is treated to the highest non-potable 
standard, “Class A Plus” recycled water, and 
used to fill many local lakes. 

Class A Plus water is clean enough water 
for irrigation and beautification projects, but 
it’s not treated to drinking water standards.

Corwin noted a good portion of that water 
comes from the Groves facility. 

“Once we treat the wastewater Class A 
Plus recycled water, we send it out to the 
community. We also store some of it there 
and then that helps us with some of our 
distribution to other locations, some of the 

lakes that are on kind of that far south and 
west part of town.”

How much growth is possible?
Mathematically, the Maricopa Stanfield 
Sub-basin aquifer allotment can support 
a Maricopa that is three times its current 
population, but Lenderking was conservative 
when asked about it. 

“We're using about a third of our water 
supply,” he said. “But it is more nuanced than 
that. It is kind of a hard question to answer. It is 
based on the supplies and then the renewal and 
then the end of the renewal period. 

“So, the short answer is there's a lot of room 
for growth. Probably, doubling in Maricopa, no 
problem.” 

City Manager Rick Horst thinks water, and 
Global Water’s management of it, has the city in 
a prime position to handle future growth. 

“The private sector does it generally bet-
ter and cheaper than local government or any 
government can,” Horst said. “They have been 
a good partner with us and they, through their 
efforts and through our efforts, have put togeth-
er a Designated Water Supply, or DWS, which 
provides a hundred-year guarantee of water.”

Horst said every time the City approves 
a new subdivision or development, a 100-
year DWS is attached to the project to prove 
sufficient water is available to support it for the 
next century. 

“We have plenty of room to grow in the 
foreseeable future,” he said. “Now, long term, 
there are still issues, but the other reason we're 
in a good place is, if you look at the maps, the 
groundwater is closer to the surface where we 
are than just about anywhere else in the state.”

Looking ahead
It’s difficult to tell what the future may hold, 
but Maricopa has one of the best water 
situations of any municipality in the state. 

Part of that is because of the huge aquifer, 
but Global Water’s efforts to recycle water and 
to educate ratepayers also play big roles.

Corwin explained Maricopa has another 
feather in its cap. 

“Of all the designated assured water supply 
providers, our use per capita is the second 
lowest in the Greater Phoenix and Pinal County 
area,” he said, referencing a recent Arizona 
Department of Water Resources report. 

The lowest usage was found in the Apache 
Junction Community Facilities District, 
which has a heavy concentration of mobile 
homes on small lots that don’t require a lot of 
water.

The reductions in the flow of the 
Colorado River and cutbacks in surface water 
allowances to Pinal County farmers have 
made national news.

“Big picture, of course, we're in a big 
drought,” Lenderking said. “Our water 
supplies aren't directly affected by the 
Colorado River water supplies, but they are 

affecting our neighbors. Our agricultural 
neighbors are seeing a reduction in the 
amount of water coming out the Colorado 
River for their crops.

“I think, big picture, we are always 
concerned about the drought and having 
enough, so that is one area of concern. The 
other piece is that aquifer and its allocations. 
We must be mindful on how we grow and use 
up this resource.”

Until then, Global Water will continue 
efforts to educate, inform and motivate where 
possible, Lenderking added. 

“We want to give tools to the customer,” 
he said. “We have our advanced metering 
infrastructure that will send an alert to a 
customer that they have a higher-than-normal 
usage. That really drives a lot of efficiency in 
how water is used as well, because people have 
tools to be efficient in how they use water, and 
people want to do that..”

And if education is not enough, Corwin 
pointed out there is a financial motivation. 

“We also have a pretty innovative 
conservation rebate as part of our billing 
structure,” he said. “In the city of Maricopa, 
customers that use less than 6,000 gallons in 
a month, which is approximately the average 
usage for a residential user in Maricopa, 
receive a 60% rebate on their consumption 
charge.” 

Recycled water churns in the Integrated fixed 
film activated sludge media tank at the Global 
Water Resources facility in Maricopa.
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FREE HOME ENERGIZER WORKSHOP

41664 W. Smith Enke Rd.
Suite 100
Maricopa, AZ 85138
(520) 424-9021 

Alternative Payment Options:
• Online - www.ed3online.org
• Mobile app
• Fry’s Marketplace & Walmart (fees apply)*
• Mailing Payment with attached Billing Stub*
• Payment by phone - (520) 424-9021
• City Offi ce Drop Box

41664 W. Smith Enke Rd., Suite 100

April 27th
July 27th

October 26th
6:30 p.m.

41664 W. Smith Enke Rd., 
Suite 100

Receive a FREE home energy 
savings starter kit
SIGN UP TODAY! 

Spaces limited to 15 per workshop and on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.

ED3online.org/energy-services/home-energizer-workshop

Of all the designated 
assured water supply 
providers, our use per 
capita is the second lowest 
in the Greater Phoenix 
and Pinal County area.” 
JON CORWIN, GWR GENERAL MANAGER
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Business, 
development 
around town
Scott’s Miracle-Gro Hyponex Corp. will 
spend $1.8 million to build a 6,500-square-
foot addition to its facility at 14419 N. White 
and Parker Road, with the work to be done by 
Barker Contracting Inc., which also will erect a 
1,033-square-foot metal shade canopy.

Copa Flats Apartments will begin 
construction on buildings D and E, each of 
which will be 25,386 square feet and have 24 
units at 17485 N. Porter Road. This phase of 
the project, to be built by Johnson Carlier LLC, 
will cost $6.18 million. The owner is El Dorado 
Porter 27 LLC. The contractor also will build 
a 320-square-foot maintenance building at a 
cost of $43,748, a 1,920-square-foot clubhouse 
building for $394,694 and a 2,785-square-foot 
fitness building at a cost of $380,745.

The Circle K at 41433 W. Honeycutt Road 
will spend $45,000 to install new food reheating 
equipment in the employee area and relocate 

food cabinets and equipment. The work will be 
done by K by Go 2 Services. 

Neaux Coffee Company and owner 
Chad Molyneaux will make commercial tenant 
improvements in the 540-square-foot store at 
19428 N. Taft Ave. 

Maricopa Unified School District 
will begin construction of the track and field 
facility at Desert Sunrise High School, 16200 N. 
Murphy Road. 

A Planned Area Development amendment 

was issued for a single-family residential 
community with a maximum of 700 homes at 
43054 W. Farrell Road. The site is on about 200 
acres along Farrell Road near the southwest 
corner of State Route 238 and the Bowlin Road 
alignment.

Temporary road restrictions and closures 
will be in place at 19189 N. San Pablo St. near 
the intersection of Honeycutt and Murphy 
roads for work at Tortosa NW Parcel 11 by 
Knochel Bros. Inc. B
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Stakeholders from the City of Maricopa 
and Real Estate Equities break ground 
at Copa Flats apartments last month.

• LOCAL NEWS  
• COUPONS   
• CALENDAR  
• ADVERTISING   
• BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Maricopa's Homepage Since 2004Scan code to receive  
news alerts via text.

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 110

(520) 568-3303
www.CSCPAGroup.com

Since 2004 

Centered on your Success
• Local CPAs with over 80 years combined experience
• Retirement and pension experts
• Lower cost than the national tax chains
• In-person appointments preferred!
• New client discount
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C OLLAGEN IS A UNIQUE PROTEIN 
that accounts for as much as 30% of 
the body’s total protein. It’s a primary 
structural component of connective 

tissue. Collagen constitutes 75% of skin, 
70% of ligaments, 65-80% of tendons, 50% of 
cartilage, 30% of tooth dentin, 16% of bone, 10-
11% of muscle fibers. It also plays a part in the 
structure of the arteries and veins. 

The amino acid composition of dietary 
collagen is extremely similar to human 
collagen, making dietary collagen peptides 
an ideal source for supporting body collagen 
turnover and renewal. To keep our body in 
optimal condition, it is important to have 
enough raw materials to build healthy new 
tissue. 

Compared to other proteins, collagen has 
a unique amino acid composition. Collagen 
is an effective choice in supporting strength 
and flexibility of bones, tendons and cartilage, 
appearance of skin and nails, and GI tract 
health. 

Many people, the elderly in particular, 
do not consume enough protein. Those with 
higher protein intake are still deficient in 
adequate sources of collagen unless they utilize 
the richest sources of collagen like animal 
skins, bones, and tendons. 

If a person does decide to supplement their 
bodies with collagen, they must look for one 
that is hydrolyzed. This means the collagen has 
been broken down into small peptides that are 
easy for the body to digest and transport to the 
cells where they’re needed. 

Benefits of collagen peptides
•	 Healthy skin elasticity, thickness, hydration 

and appearance. 
•	 Improvement of brittle nails, damaged hair 

and fine lines and wrinkles. 
•	 Multiple studies have found that 

collagen peptides improve the symptoms 
of osteoarthritis, osteoporosis and 
rheumatoid arthritis by reducing joint 
pain. It also improves joint tissue health 
and function involving cartilage, tendons, 
and ligaments. 

•	 Research shows that collagen peptides may 
improve gut health and reduce symptoms 

of irritable bowel syndrome. It also 
strengthens the immune system, making a 
person less likely to suffer from infections 
or allergies. 

•	 Collagen peptides improve recovery time 
and joint function in athletes. 
Starting in your 20s your body starts losing 

collagen. By the end of 40, you’re likely to lose 
1% of your bodily collagen per year. Although 
we all can’t be Jennifer Aniston, we can take 
a page out of her youthful playbook and take 
a scoop of collagen peptides daily, which she 
swears by. Taking collagen peptides can help 
prevent unwelcome health woes by replenishing 
some of your body’s collagen supply. 

 Collagen peptides come in a powdered 
form and are typically made from bovine 
(beef) or porcine (pork) sources. Marine 
collagen supplements, made from fish, are also 
available. Currently, there are no vegan sources 

of collagen supplements, as collagen itself 
comes from the bones and skin of animals. 

Here at Maricopa Wellness Center, our 
collagen peptides contain three highly potent 
forms of collagen. FORTIGEL®, FORTIBONE®, 
and VERISOL®. This ensures we get all the 
various benefits listed above in an easily 
digestible form.  It is non-flavored and can 
easily be mixed into hot or cold drinks. One 
scoop provides 12.5 grams of collagen peptides

Call today to learn more about our collagen 
peptides. 

  520-464-6193 
MaricopaWellnessCenter.com 
41600 W. Smith-Enke Road   

        Building 14, Suite 3

SPONSORED CONTENT

BY KRISTINA DONNAY, FNP-C

EXCELLENT 
CARE. 

EXCEPTIONAL 
RESULTS.

Collagen peptides: Powerhouse  
supplement or edible hoax? 
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we’ve got the space you need!

 

*Restrictions, fees, and taxes may apply. Must present this original coupon at time of rental. Only available at 20215 N John Wayne Pkwy, Maricopa, AZ CubeSmart location. Call for full details. 

Call or go online to reserve your space today.

Offer expires April 30, 2022. 

520-582-0479  |  cubesmart.com

FREE
first month

& 20% off
monthly rent*

Scan QR Code

Online Rental with SmartRental

No-Commitment Reservations

Climate Controlled Storage Units

24/7 Video Recording

Flexible Month-to-Month Lease

Online or in-person, count on storage your way with solutions that make things easy 
for you including contact-free online rentals.  

we’ve got the space you need!
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BUSINESSBUSINESS

AS AN UNDERWRITER FOR OVER 20 
years in the all the financing arenas, 
I’ve learned how to read the single 
most important financial documents 

in your life: Your credit reports.  You might 
have negative items — inaccurate or otherwise 
— dragging down your score. This can result 
in problems getting financing, service through 
insurance or utility companies, and now even 
getting a job. 

Here are five tips to clean up your credit 
report and potentially bring up your score and 
open the financial doorsthe future may hold:

1.	Pull your credit reports
2.	Lower your credit utilization ratio
3.	Take care of collections
4.	Go through your credit reports line by line
5.	Challenge any errors

Pull Your Credit Reports
While it’s great that you can get your FREE 
credit report from Equifax, Experian and 
Transunion once per year (annualcreditreport.
com), There are a few shortcomings:  You don’t 
get to see  your scores and you don’t see a side-
by-side comparison with the other bureaus 
in one sitting. This is very important as every 
bureau could report different items and it 
doesn’t help if you can’t see a clear picture off all 
three bureaus to see where the errors lie. 

Lower Your Credit Utilization Ratio
One of the biggest contributors to your credit 
score falls in the amount of available credit that 
you have. Most people don’t know that they 
should strive to keep their debt to limit ratio 
around 30-40% of their limit. So, if you owe $700 
on a $1,000 credit card this puts your debt to limit 
at 70% and forces huge changes to your score. A 
simple solution is to call your creditor and ask 
for an increase. The simple act of changing the 
limit from $1000 to $2000 puts that limit to 35% 
and you didn’t have to pay anything. 

Take Care of Collections
Oversight or plain disregard of a debt can lead to a 
collection. Many times, there are errors in billing 
or even Identity theft that causes an account to 
show up on your credit. The misconception with 
many is that if you just call and pay the debt, 

it automatically will come off your credit. The 
REALITY is that many collection accounts are 
sold to collection agencies for pennies on the 
dollar and these collection companies many 
times don’t follow the laws to properly collect 
this debt. They also don’t follow the necessary 
protocols to get the item removed once paid. 

With our guidance at Next Level Credit, we 
discern the best course of action for each item 
and get your credit reflecting properly to get rid 
of those eyesores. 

Go Through Your Credit Reports  
Line-by-Line
In October 2017 there were 317,200 complaints 
to the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. 
Of these, 85,000 had credit reporting problems 
and it could be much higher as many don’t 
report to the CFPB. 

When looking through your credit line by 
line look for the following: 
A.	 Creditors who reported incorrect accounts 

as being charged off or in default
B.	 Accounts you don’t recognize
C.	 Inaccurate reporting of late payments
D.	 Judgments against you that weren’t issued
E.	 Addresses or names you’ve never used 

Next Level Credit can come in to do the 
work for you and make sure it’s done right. 

Challenge Any Errors
Under the Fair Credit Reporting Act you have 
the right to challenge an item on your credit 
report.  If the creditor or  reporting agency can’t 
verify the item’s accuracy, it must be removed 
from your credit report. You’ll get a written 
summary of the results usually within 3 to4 
weeks after the process is complete. 

Next Level Credit, LLC is owned by Jimmy 
Rios, who has over 20 years in the mortgage 
and lending fieldss and is also a licensed Real 
Estate agent with EXP Realty. After seeing the 
problems that homebuyers sometimes face, 
Jimmy teamed up with his wife, Sylvia Rios, 
who serves as his credit manager, to create a  
“boutique” company in Maricopa to help the 
community with a serious problem that many 
people, sometimes through no fault of their 
own, have to deal with. 	

Jimmy or Sylvia Rios live in Maricopa and 
can be reached at: 

  480-935-6049
  480-341-2901

Jimmy@NextLevelCredit.net
Sylvia@NextLevelCredit.net
NextLevelCredit.net

SPONSORED CONTENT

Properly managing your credit 
report can open many doors
BY JIMMY AND SYLVIA RIOS

EXCELLENT No violations found. 
SATISFACTORY Violations  
corrected during inspection.  
NEEDS IMPROVEMENT Critical items 
noted during inspection cannot be 
corrected immediately requiring  
follow-up inspection.  
UNACCEPTABLE Gross, unsanitary 
conditions necessitating the 
discontinuation of service.

Certified Food Protection Manager
The posted manager's food safety certificate expired.

When to Wash
Employee handled dishes without washing hands.

Equipment Food-Contact Surfaces and Utensils-Frequency
Buildup of debris on the guard plates of the hamburger oven. 

Equipment, Food-Contact Surfaces, Nonfood-Contact Surfaces, 
and Utensils
Heavy buildup of encrusted food debris on the food probe 
thermometer. 

A summary of the Feb. 17 — March 
15 food inspections by Pinal County 
Environmental Health Services

Source: Pinal County

EXCELLENT
•	 A+ Charter Schools
•	 Butterfield Elementary School
•	 Leading Edge Academy
•	 Legacy Traditional School
•	 Maricopa Elementary School
•	 Maricopa Wells Middle School
•	 McDonald’s (20700 N. John Wayne Pkwy.)
•	 Pima Butte Elementary School

•	 Santa Rosa Elementary School
•	 Sequoia Pathway Academy — K-6
•	 Sequoia Pathway Academy — Secondary
•	 Taco Bell 

SATISFACTORY
•	 Maricopa Shell / Dairy Queen
•	 Saddleback Elementary School

Sanitizing Solutions, Testing Devices
Chlorine-based sanitizer testing strips not available. 

Floors, Walls and Ceilings — Cleanability 
Floors throughout facility dirty. Concrete floor in the walk-in cooler damaged, holes in  
walls throughout the facility and walk-in cooler, ceiling tiles damaged/missing, tile 
baseboard damaged under the three-compartment sink and around ice machine. 
 
Cleaning Ventilation Systems, Nuisance and Discharge Prohibition 
Buildup of dust on air vents above food prep areas. 

Time/Temperature Control for Safety Food, Hot and Cold Holding 
Internal temperatures of lasagna held in upright warmers were 
112-123°F. Proper temperature: ≥135°F. 

Saddleback
Elementary

(520) 568-5712

• Printing
• Mailboxes
• More!

Located in the Fry’s Marketplace Plaza

   

 20987 N. John Wayne Pkwy, Suite B104

PACKING 
SHIPPING

Notary Available 
all Hours with no 
Appointment Needed 

M-F 8am-6:30pm
Sat. 9am-5pm

Sun. 11am-4pm

20% OFF
PRINTING PROJECT

$10 or more 
Valid only at Maricopa store through 4/30/22.

50% OFF 
SHREDDING

 (regular price $1.00/lb)  
Valid only at Maricopa store through 4/30/22.

Spring Cleaning Special
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Freya Abraham Nicholas Allen Aylleen Alvarez Jackson Anderson Charlie Anderson Emily Anderson Alexis Araiza Jocelyn Arballo Sosa

Xavier Arias Ethan Atkinson Isaiah Aviles Carlos Avilez Beverly Ayon Robert Dallas Bagay Aspen Baggett Hannah Bailey

Nicholas Baker Sharoon Balaguar Portillo Brandon Balandran-Rodriguez Jeremiha Ballard Adam Ballotte Hope Barajas Yvanira Barbosa Christina Barcello

Steven Barna Ellissa Barocio Makenzie Batt Gabriel Baugh Samantha Bayless Emonie Beal Kytori Beaton-James Beattie Micah

Riley Bell-Niver Kamariah Bennett Ryan Bennett Jake Bergen Kenny Betancourt Juanelle Billingsley Jalen Black Brookie Black

Derek Blakely Jazel Bobo Cassandra Bonah Patty Borboa Destiny Bowman Kamille Boyce Jaylen Brosseau Elias Brown Thunder

Marcus Brown Tyler Brown Arionna Burgess-Sargent Keara Burke Genevieve Burno Shaelyn Burno Matthew Butler Clint Calipes

2020
2020 Maricopa High School
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Daijuan Anderson   Anson Jre Anderson-Coronel  Lynniece Andrews  Katelyn Aneses Hailey Arboleda Macee Bell  Mickenzee Bell  Joliegh Boothe

Gavin Buchberger  Camden Christen Vanessa Colder  Maximus D’Ambrosio  Elizabeth Del Rio Brielle Duff Anthony Ellingsworth Michael Elliott 

Jayden  Enriquez  Aleina Estrada Serenity  Fierro Mikayla Gallon  Hailey Garcia  Malikia Gustina Mauryce Harper Emilio Hernandez 

Wyatt Hughes Dylan Hunsaker Aaliyah Hutcheson - Torres Christian Johnson Landon Jones Jacob Keleman  Wyatt Klee Dakota Langhammer 

Patrick Lisby  Kafer Lloyd Joshua Marino Mason McCowan   Micah McEvers Jacob McIntyre Clarissa Mendoza-Cibrian Shane Miller 

Fatima  Mohammed Janette Olivo  Caitlyn Orozco Carlo Orozco Kassandra Ortiz Silva   Samantha Pardo Christopher Perez Leah Peterson 

Cheyenne Print  Hannah Purchase Nicolas Radcliffe  Ryan Ricks  Destiny Rosales - Gordoa  Aaliyah Scott  Che’Leez Smith-Ralph Makaelah Stacy 

2020

2020

Sequoia Pathway Academy

GRADUATION 
GUIDE

COMING MAY 2022

Contact us by April 12 for 
advertising opportunities.

(520) 568-0040



Maintenance, Repair & InstallationMaintenance, Repair & Installation
Owned & operated by lifelong Maricopa residentOwned & operated by lifelong Maricopa resident

Air Conditioning & HeatingAir Conditioning & Heating FREE diagnostics with repairs

FREE estimates on unit replacements

FREE 2nd opinions on written estimates

Inspections & Annual Preventative 

Maintenance Plans available

(480) 360-1234
www.911-ac.com

0% FINANCING AVAILABLE 0% FINANCING AVAILABLE 
FOR REPAIRS & NEW  FOR REPAIRS & NEW  

INSTALLATIONSINSTALLATIONS

ROC: CR39-312225

Over 100 5-Star reviews on 
Google, Facebook and Yelp

ü 
ü 
ü 
ü

Discounts for: • Fire Dept • Military • Police • Seniors • TeachersDiscounts for: • Fire Dept • Military • Police • Seniors • Teachers
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ARICOPA MAYOR CHRISTIAN 
Price keeps an eye on what’s going 
on in Phoenix this time of the 
year. He must: The Arizona State 

Legislature is in session.  
State leaders can pass laws that either help 

or handicap municipalities. A big concern 
for local leaders comes from the unintended 
consequences of these new laws. 

The perfect example is the advancement of 
House Bill 2674, a piece of legislation referred 
to as the Affordable Housing Bill.

While it sounded like a noble effort to 
help alleviate the rising costs of housing, 
the bill would enable leaders in the Arizona 
Legislature to set blanket zoning regulations 
for residential housing in every municipality 
in the state. 

As Price explained, the bill wasn’t just 
going to send a wrecking ball through local 
residential zoning codes; it had the potential 
to cause far more damage. 

“It was termed as an affordable housing 
bill,” Price said. “But in reality, what it did was 
obliterate all zoning.”

Intended to lower the cost of residential 
housing, the old rule of unexpected 
consequences applies, Price said. 

“If this bill had passed, any group that came 
in and said, ‘I'm going to build something 
called affordable housing’ could do so, and no 
undue burden could be placed on them,” Price 
explained.

The way the law was written, affordable 
housing could take precedence over the state’s 
water management regulations, he said. And it 

could go beyond that. 
“If they wanted to put up a seven-story 

building right by the Ak-Chin Indian 
Community’s airport, which is right in their 
flight plan and would make it an immediate 
danger to the FAA, they could.”

Moreover, Price believed the legislation 
could stunt the city’s commercial growth. 

“We have some really cool commercial 
projects ready to come out of the ground,” 
Price said. “But we have saved them as 
commercial areas for a reason, because of their 
location.” 

Such a law would enable a developer to 
“swoop in” and buy a piece of land in the middle 
of a commercial area for a five-story, affordable 
housing complex that would “destroy the whole 
rest of the thing,” according to Price.
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     Focus  
Mayor explains why cities see need  

to keep Legislature at bay 
BY JUSTIN GRIFFIN

“They can do it” under such a measure, he 
said.

Price said the magic words in the bill were 
“undue burden.” 

“To heck with the economic development 
you were trying to get done,” Price said. “And to 
heck with all the stores and the master plan that 
you created. You cannot put any undue burden 
on the developers.”

The bill, while not dead, isn’t likely to move 
this year, thanks to a concerted effort by local 
lawmakers and citizens alike. 

“We threw up a stink and it came from 
everybody,” Price said. “It came from members 
of the public ... many thanks to them, for all the 
folks that wrote to their legislators, that called 
them. Their phones were ringing off the hook 
and under no uncertain terms, that committee 
knew where people stood.”

Sponsors of the legislation realized quickly 
it wasn’t going anywhere.

But House Bill 2674, or something like it, 
will happen in the next few years, according to 
Price. He said the sponsors will enlist the help of 
a group of stakeholders, including the Arizona 
League of Cities and Towns, to get it passed. 

“We know that bill is inevitable,” Price said. 
“We know that bill is coming in some fashion at 
some point in the next five years.”

Before the latest version of the bill came 
out, Price said leaders of cities across the state 
reached out to offer concessions for a bill that 
that wouldn't harm municipalities. 

“Let's work on the very best bill we can 
design together,” Price said of the message to 
legislators. “And they (the sponsors) said that's 
a great idea. And guess what they did? They 
dropped the bill in the hopper and never talked 
to us.”

The sponsors came back to the table and 
now the measure has been converted into a 
striker bill, meaning all the language has been 
stricken and contains no language whatsoever. 
But striker bills retain all the legislative progress 
made to get to committees. With the addition 
of new language, it can pass later with fewer 
legislative steps. 

“We're trying to be very helpful and trying 
to be very gracious and very outreaching,” Price 
said. “We told them there's a need for this, but 
we don't want you to write something that's so 
detrimental, that destroys our ability to zone.”

Tit for tat?
Also in this session, the State Legislature put 
forth House Bill 2099, which would limit the 
fees the Arizona League of Cities and Towns 
could charge its members.

“The last time I checked, this was a 
conservative legislature and conservatives 
typically believe in lesser government and they 
typically believe in not sticking their head into 
the nature of private entities. 

“There's no mandate that a city has to join,” 
Price said.

Price explained the role of the Arizona 
League of Cities and Towns.

“We protect two things, as a league of 
Arizona cities and towns,” he said.  “We protect 
Arizona’s state shared revenues, and we protect 
local control. Those are really important to us.”

League members seek to protect those 
priorities from legislative interference.

“Every time we turn around,” he lamented, 
“they’re chipping it away from us.”

To Price, the conservative legislature in the 
last few years has been a little too productive. 

“This year, 1,532 bills have dropped,” Price 
said. “That's 1,532 new laws that Arizona feels 
that you need to live by. I don't know about 
you, but I think we have enough laws on the 
book, and I don't know why we need that 
many more bills. Multiply that number times 
a decade.”

Laws are still needed, however 
Price isn’t interested in doing away with laws. 
He sees the value in careful consideration of 
new measures. 

One example is a new code recently 
considered by the city to prevent street 
dumping. 

For example, when some homeowners buy 
a load of rocks to landscape their yard, and 
the contractor may not be so courteous while 
unloading the materials, a pile of rocks ends 
up in the road that could potentially block 
drainage inlets and lead to flood damage.   

“Well, you’ve got to remember the street is 
a public thoroughfare,” Price said. “It's owned 
by all the taxpayers. It's not owned by me even 
though it's in front of my house, so if the dump 
truck that dumps that load and scratches 
the road and it has to be fixed, is it fair that 
taxpayers have to pay for that?”

Still, the city doesn’t want to penalize 
residents who want to change rock or put grass 
in their yards.

So, Price pointed out, a solution was 
needed that didn’t penalize homeowners 
but also didn't put other people's property at 
risk.“We have a flood control problem,” he 
noted. “It doesn't rain here that often but when 
it does, it runs. And when it runs, those streets 

We threw up a stink and 
it came from everybody. 

It came from members 
of the public ... many 

thanks to them, for all 
the folks that wrote to 
their legislators, that 

called them. Their 
phones were ringing off 
the hook and under no 

uncertain terms, that 
committee knew where 

people stood.”
MAYOR CHRISTIAN PRICE

Maricopa Mayor  
Christian Price speaks 
with InMaricopa's  
Justin Griffin.
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are specifically designed to carry that water to 
the end of the road and into a retention basin 
away from your home.”

Price went on to say if those gutters and 
drainage ditches are full of dirt and rock, 
homes could be in jeopardy. The laws are still 
being considered. 

Growth must be managed
While the exponential growth in Maricopa 
may seem like it’s strictly a local issue, laws 
in place at the state level can tie local 
officials’ hands.  

“Every day, I get people that 
ask me, ‘Christian, why can't 
you stop building until we have 
better road infrastructure?’ 
Price said. “You know, in a 
perfect world, that would make 
a lot of sense, right? 

“If I suddenly issue that edict or 
moratorium, you know what's going 
to happen? The state legislature's 
going to come down on us like a ton of bricks. 
They're going to issue a 1270 complaint.”

Such a complaint, in effect, would accuse 
the city of violating state laws and request the 
state attorney general investigate the City of 
Maricopa, he explained.

Halting building permits without 
reasonable cause — no more development 
until the infrastructure keeps up, for example 
— isn’t practical in the eyes of the state.

“There’s all kinds of legal precedent on 
this,” said Price, adding the fallout from 
being sued by the state could potentially be 

devastating.
“We’d lose half our state-shared 

revenue and the ability to operate 
the city,” he said. “That means 
your police are all let go, your 
fire department are all let go. 
Parks are all shut down because 
we won't be able to operate a city.”

Price said the whole idea 
that roads must be built before 

development can occur has been tried 
before, and with little success. There 

are practical reasons roads aren’t built pre-
emptively. 

During the real estate bust in Maricopa 
during the Great Recession in 2007-09, many 
developers had already built roads through 
developments before they went broke and had 
to abandon their projects. 

“The roadways were in,” Price said. “The 
curb and gutter was in, but they didn't have 
the houses. None of the foundations were 
there. But the roads were in. Do you know 
that because those roads sat there in the sun 
without any maintenance or any cars driving 
over them for 10 years that they had to all be 
redone? Completely redone.” 

Price explained traffic helps maintain 
roads. “The cars leak oil. Cars spill gas,” Price 
said, pointing out that the asphalt contains 
petroleum products.

Price said building a road that might sit for 
a few years before a development can catch up 
could be a costly proposition.

“If you let it sit and you leave it, it actually 
has to be rebuilt and it costs more,” Price said. 
“People do not understand how expensive 
roadways are.” 

Dr. Alex StewartDr. C. Jon Beecroft Dr. Kelvin Crezee

(520) 494-1090

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 126
Just south of ACE Hardware

MFAAC.com

Maricopa Foot 
& Ankle Center

• Ankle & Foot Surgery
• Athletic Injuries
• Bunions & Bone Spurs
• Ingrown Toenails
• Plantar Fasciitis
• Sprains & Fractures
• Varicose Veins Treatment
• Warts

(480) 893-1090
15810 S. 45th St., Suite190

Just south of Chandler Blvd.

AHWFAC.com  

Ahwatukee Foot & Ankle Center

Second location

Scan to watch  
the interview.
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An officer can learn how to deal with 
a situation physically and can work on his 
marksmanship, but there's also a need for the 
mental side of their job, which is where the 
VirTra simulator comes into play.

The $163,400 simulator, purchased by the 
City with AZCares coronavirus relief funds, 
includes three television screens at least six 
feet tall and eight feet wide. 

With lasers and infrared lights situated 
throughout, plus about 1,000 preprogrammed 
scenarios, the simulator helps prepare officers 
for whatever situation they may encounter. 

Adam Pittman has been with the force 
10 years. MPD’s training coordinator, his 
charge is to serve as the expert for the VirTra 
Simulator. 

While the simulator’s focus is the mental 
aspect of the job, there’s also an effort to make 
the simulation as realistic as possible. 

“We use a converted Glock pistol,” 
Pittman said. “They are the exact same as our 
officers would carry. The only real difference 
is, we take out the regular barrel and put in a 
barrel with an infrared laser in it (that) runs 
off of compressed food-grade CO2.” 

Pittman said the mock Glock is like 
shooting a paintball or an airsoft gun. There’s 
a recoil, but it’s about half that of a real 
firearm. 

While parts of this simulator may feel a 
little bit like a video game, the mental side of 
the training takes precedence. Officers are 

placed into specific situations that require 
mental and physical acuity. Pittman adjusts 
each one in real time during the simulation.

These simulations offer the chance for 
officers to learn by engagement, but it also 
allows for their techniques to be critiqued, 
including how he or she dealt with the subject 
verbally. The equipment can evaluate officers’ 
posture and hold on the weapon. 

“It can document where the officer 
shot, or where the bad guy is and how they 
responded,” Pittman said. “We can also 
record the officer and keep it for a short time, 
so that we can go through and say to them, 
‘What were you thinking here? This is how 
you reacted here,’ and so on. It allows us to 
provide more personalized training for the 
officer, so that we can set them up for success 
in a real-world situation.”

While the system is useful, it’s just one 
tool needed by officers. 

“The VirTra system can’t take over other 
training.” Pitman said. “We still need live 
firearms training, real driving training and 
real interaction with people.” 

Regardless of whether a contact has a gun, 

F

Use of force
Training officers for the unknown

BY JUSTIN GRIFFIN

OR ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER, the decision to use force is difficult.
When Maricopa police officers respond to a call, they are walking into a 

situation where they have no idea whether the subject is armed, or what is on 
that person's mind.

Elliot Sneezy, training sergeant for the Maricopa department, works to help ensure officers 
are mentally prepared to protect the public and themselves. 

Sneezy pointed out officers have to consider using force and what may come from it, and 
what could happen if they do not use force. 

Obviously, de-escalation is first choice for police officers. But what happens if that’s not 
possible?

USE-OF-FORCE INCIDENTS
MARICOPA POLICE DEPARTMENT

2020

15,025

25

2021

25,000

17

Note: The department’s last officer-
involved shooting was in January 2015. 

Calls responded to

Use-of-force incidents
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Officer Adam Pittman, 
shown running a simulation, 
is the Maricopa Police 
Department's expert on the 
VirTra Simulation program.

Sgt. Elliot Sneezy, the 
training sergeant for 
the Maricopa Police 
Department, tries his hand 
at a simulation. 
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Maricopa’s Only 
Hospital & 24/7 ER

Exceptional Community Hospital in Maricopa Accepts 
All Government And Private Insurance Plans

19060 N. John Wayne Parkway
(520) 534-0700      
ECHMaricopa.com  

Exceptional Community Hospital — Maricopa honors all in-network benefits for  
emergency services provided to our patients.

We bill in-network copayments, deductibles, and coinsurance. We do not balance bill patients for any  
amounts in excess of in-network benefit patient costs, thus network status with Health Plans should not  

hinder access to emergency care for any insured community member.

 OUR SERVICES
No matter your injury or ailment, Exceptional Community Hospital in Maricopa is ready and equipped  

to quickly treat you and your loved ones with our “Concierge Care” service standard. Our facility features 
minimal wait times, a caring staff, highly individualized care and state-of-the-art technology, ensuring  

your healthcare and service needs are met in every way.

*At Exceptional Community Hospital (ECH-M), we accept ALL Commercial Insurance Plans and any Medicare, Medicaid (AHCCCS),  
TRICARE plans and IHS/Tribal and VA plans. Note that ECH-M is State licensed but is pending Medicare Certification. Once Medicare 
certified, we will bill for services after the Medicare participation date, Medicare, Medicaid and TriCare services will not be billed to insurance 
or the patient prior to Medicare certification.

MY SIMULATED 
ATTEMPT AT LAW 
ENFORCEMENT

I may as well have put an 
iron star on my chest and 
called myself Matt Dillon, the 
sheriff in the long-running 
television show “Gunsmoke.”

I’ve been to firing ranges 
and know the proper way to 
handle a gun, but when I was 
handed that mock Glock, all my 
know-how went out the window 
as I engaged in two simulations 
at the Maricopa Police 
Department’s training room. 

It was fun, no doubt, but 
it was also an experience 
that fully demonstrated how 
woefully unprepared I was 
to handle these situations. 

The first simulation involved 
a mentally unstable man at 
a park with a tomahawk. 
“I can’t believe I did three 
tours and I come back to 
this?” the man shouts. 

Sitting at a picnic table, he 
starts banging the table with 
his tomahawk. I had my gun out 
and ready, but when I realized 
he wasn’t armed in the same 
way, I let down my guard. 

The next thing I know, 
that virtual tomahawk 
is flying right at me. 

I may have passed the test 
for restraint, but I likely would 
have ended up with a tomahawk 

lodged in my right thigh. 
For heaven’s sake, I 

thought it was a hammer.
Afterward, training 

coordinator Adam Pittman 
alerted me to the danger I was in 
had it been a real-life situation. 

“So, that happened quick, 
right?” Pittman said. Can 
you see, that even if it was 
a hammer, you could have 
been hurt pretty badly?”

Pittman said Arizona 
has a brandishing law.

“He’s giving us threatening 
body language, the tapping 
of the hatchet on the wood,” 
he said. “Those are all things 
he’s doing and saying to try 
to threaten or intimidate.”

And while the man didn’t 
have a gun, Pittman explained 
that drawing my weapon may 
have communicated the serious 
nature of the situation to him. 

“We’re just trying to respond 
in kind to make sure we’re safe, 
so that way we’re not caught 
well behind the power curve and 
have to respond super late,” he 
explained. “Because obviously, 
that happened pretty quick.”

THE SECOND SIMULATION 
was a little more straight-
forward. I was responding 
to a call for a couple who 
requested help. The man’s ex-
girlfriend was stalking him and 
showed up at their residence 
despite a restraining order. 

The stalker sits in a white 
Ford Explorer, engaged in 
a shouting match with the 
man’s current girlfriend. When 
I show up, the current girl-
friend demands I arrest the 
ex-girlfriend immediately. 

The request inflames the 
ex-girlfriend, who pulls out a gun 
and starts firing. I had my gun 
drawn and got off five shots, hit-
ting all around the door and pillar 
post but missing the woman. 

After the shots are fired, 
she gets out of the SUV, and 
I order her to drop her weap-
on and hit the ground. 

Of course, once she was on 
the ground, I anticipated she 
would go for the gun she had 
just dropped, and she did. I fired 
a shot into her chest, killing her 
and ending the simulation. 

I thought I did pretty 
good. But not really. 

“Nice shooting there, 
Tex,” Pittman quipped, sug-
gesting I should have used a 
two-arm hold on my weapon 
instead of the one-armed 
technique seen on television.

He was right. If I’d used 
that technique with a real 
gun, my shoulder would have 
been sore days later from 
the recoil and my aim might 
not have been so accurate. 

Elliot Sneezy, the de-
partment’s sergeant of 
training, also noted the ver-
bal commands I missed. 

“You should have told the 
other people to go into the 
house,” he said. “You have 
to consider their safety.”

And Sneezy told me 
where I wasn’t careful enough 
with my own safety. 

“You also didn’t direct the 
woman where to throw her 
gun and to stay away from 
her gun,” he added. “You al-
lowed her to get close enough 
to it after she put it down to 
where she might have been 
able to sneak up on you.”

Sneezy was right. While I 
shot her before she could shoot 
me, in real life, better verbal 
commands on my part may 
have prevented her death. 

–Justin Griffin

that person must be taken seriously, as Sneezy 
noted.

“I’ve gotten into this discussion with a lot 
of people before,” Sneezy said. “They’ll say, 
‘Aw, the person just had a knife, why not just 
shoot them in the leg?’ 

“Well, I’ve seen people run up to someone 
and stab them a lot. We used to train officers 
who worked in the prisons, and we’ve seen career 
criminals stab a person nearly 100 times in a few 
minutes. All it takes is one stab for you to die.”

The training allows officers to develop 
mental muscle memory and to prepare for 
difficult situations.

“Whenever you become stressed out, some 
people either rise to the occasion, or they start 
to slump into ‘Hey, I don’t really know what to 
do right now,’” Sneezy said. 

The goal is to help officers think on their 
feet, make better decisions, and arrive at 
positive outcomes.

Some simulator scenarios include common 

interactions, like walking up to somebody and 
asking them to talk, or conducting a welfare 
check, Pittman explained.

“As long as the officer is saying the right 
things, we can make the adjustment where the 
subject calms down because the officer says, 
‘Hey, I just want to talk to you for a minute, 
you’re not violating any laws or anything like 
that, but let’s talk.’ That’s what we want to see. 

“The training isn’t just about escalating, 
but it’s also about de-escalating.” 
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N MARICOPA, THERE DOESN'T 
seem to be any shortage of 
volunteers willing to step 
forward and dedicate their 

time to making the community a better 
place to live.

Volunteers are all around. They help 
feed the hungry. They serve on city boards. 
They help maintain city landmarks. They fill 
positions one would guess were unpaid. They 
quietly work behind the scenes to improve 
quality of life.

A common thread among volunteers is 
the importance of finding an activity, cause 
or group they love or identify with to make 
the time spent more rewarding.

Regardless of one’s skillset, there’s a way 
to make a difference. Sometimes, it’s from 
ability or wisdom gained in the workforce 
and other times through the sweat of one’s 
brow. In Maricopa, the two go hand-in-hand. 

April is National Volunteer Month. 
InMaricopa is proud to recognize a few of the 
countless volunteers who donate their time, 
talent and treasure to the community.

Volunteers improve  
quality of life for neighbors, selves

BY JAY TAYLOR, JUSTIN GRIFFIN, BRIAN PETERSHEIM JR.

MARDELL SANDSTROM 
MARICOPA POLICE DEPARTMENT 

When you talk to Mardell Sandstrom, a VIPs Support 
Service Coordinator with the Maricopa Police 
Department, you will never hear her use the word “I.”

Sandstrom gives 40 hours a week at the Maricopa 
Police Department. She started volunteering in 
2020 for two reasons. First, with a successful career 
in health information management concluded and 
her kids grown up, she wanted to contribute to the 
community. Second, she grew tired of the negative 
publicity being heaped on police nationally. 

“It’s so different here,” Sandstrom said. “When you 
see how much our police officers here care, it is amazing. They all are considerate people who 
are working hard to serve our community, and I wanted to do something to support them.” 

Sandstrom is one of many volunteers who work as part of Volunteers in Police Service 
(VIPS) to support the day-to-day operations of the force and special events. 

Sandstrom is proud of the program for many reasons, including the amount of time 
invested by the department’s 50 volunteers and 10 volunteer chaplains. 

“We just did the accounting a day or two ago and there were 8,718 hours of work 
performed by our volunteers for 2021,” she said. 

To be a volunteer, you have to think about others. When asked about what she does, 
Sandstrom took the time to break down the whole volunteer operation.

“There’s Operations, Mary Terwilliger is the coordinator,” Sandstrom said. “They take 
care of vehicle maintenance. There’s also transport, which will take a vehicle to Phoenix if a 
major piece of equipment needs to be installed.”

Sandstrom also included the Radar team, which sets up mobile radar trailers and 
calibrates them to the correct speeds to alert the public as to how fast they are driving. And 
there’s also the Cops on Patrol. 

Sandstrom also spoke of the Victim Service Unit, which is coordinated by Barry Vogel. It 
includes YANA (You Are Not Alone), which calls people who are confined to their home as 
part of community outreach. There’s also a Crisis Response team and Victim Services Unit, 
which includes chaplains and a comfort dog. 

Sandstrom’s work also consists of clerical support for the department, including evidence, 
records and communications. 

DOROTHY CHARLES
MARICOPA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Dorothy Charles spent 27 years working in the federal government, first with 
the National Parks Service as a park ranger at Grand Canyon, Death Valley and 
Badlands national parks, then with the Office of Personnel Management. So how 
does that tie into her volunteer work with the Maricopa Historical Society? Well, 
it doesn’t — and she said that’s kind of the point.

“When we moved here, I wanted to get to know about the area and meet 
people,” Charles said. “I volunteered to help out when the Historical Society was 
only about a year old. I’ve been in Maricopa about 11 years and 10 of them have been with the Historical Society. 
When I got involved, I found out there were not a lot of resources for us. It’s been exciting and occasionally 
nerve-racking. I get the nitty-gritty stuff because I like details.”

Those details include helping coordinate a move from the group’s earlier location to its new digs in 
the former veterans hall on Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway, where it is setting up a city visitor center and 
renovating the Silver Horizons train car.

Her volunteerism isn’t just a passing fancy. The retiree puts in 60-70 hours per month. But for her, the time 
is worth it.

“I want to spend my time making life in Maricopa exciting and fun,” she said. “I work on historical collections, 
membership, organizing guidebooks — a lot of office work. That’s the un-fun part of it, but it’s something that 
has to be done right.”

Despite the “un-fun” parts, Charles does reap rewards from her work.
“I really enjoy helping people and learning things,” she said. “I’m learning a lot about Maricopa and would 

like to be able to share all of that a little better.”
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ANNAMARIE KNORR 
MARICOPA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Serving on the Maricopa 
Unified School District is 
the mother of all volunteer 
gigs. So, it makes sense 
that Knorr, a mother of four, 
would choose to serve her 
community that way. 

Not every volunteer 
position requires winning 
a city-wide election just 
for the privilege of being criticized and insulted for 
decisions you’ve made — and think are in the best 
interests of students and teachers.

So why do it?
“I believe in community, and the importance of 

being active in your community, and helping make 
it a better place,” said Knorr, community outreach 
coordinator at Exceptional Community Hospital — 
Maricopa. “Schools and children in the community 
are our most important asset. When I got involved 
with schools and started seeing how people were 
dealing with budget cuts and things like that, I knew 
we needed to have a voice from a parent on the board, 
so now here I am.” 

The criticism that comes with her position — 
especially in today’s polarized climate — doesn’t 
bother her. She has been on the governing board for 
nine years; her first of three winning campaigns was 
in 2012. 

“I don’t have a problem with people disagreeing 
with me,” Knorr said. “When I make a decision that I 
believe is in the best interests of the students in our 
schools, I can live with any criticism I might get. But 
not everyone is OK with that, and those people should 
look for other opportunities.” 

Knorr said the driving force behind her 
volunteerism is the belief in the importance of 
community. She feels everyone has a duty to try to 
make their city better in some way. And by doing that, 
personal gratification follows.  

“Every student that walks across that stage on 
graduation night to get their diploma is rewarding to 
me,” Knorr said. “To know I was a small part of that 
and helped make it possible is rewarding. Things 
like helping create the RAM Academy, which allows 
those kids who needed it to get on with their lives 
and graduate, was rewarding. The implementation of 
our preschool, with teachers giving these kids such 
a leg up by having that early learning opportunity, is 
rewarding. It was something lacking in Maricopa and 
now it’s not. It’s everything the district provides that 
helps these kids succeed.” 

Maricopa Historical 
Society volunteers 
Dorothy Charles, Richard 
Cane and Denny Hoeh 
clean the exterior of the 
California Zephyr railcar.

Superintendent Tracey Lopeman (far right) honors Maricopa Unifed School District Governing 
Board members with a “Pulling for Kids” award in recognition of Board Appreciation Month 
in January. The volunteer board members are (from left): the late Jim Jordan, Robert Downey, 
AnnaMarie Knorr, Torri Anderson and Ben Owens.
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TIM BENNETT 
MARICOPA FOOD PANTRY

He may not make a salary from it, but Tim Bennett has a job at the Maricopa Food Pantry 
he takes seriously. 

“I pull food from the trailers down to the ground, so other people can basically get it 
prepped to put into boxes,” Bennett said. 

It’s hard to define Bennett’s work. He mainly loads and unloads trailers, but he fills in 
anywhere needed. 

“If we’re short-handed on people, I fill boxes,” said Bennett, who also serves as a handy-
man around the site and even fixes trailers. 

You know how some people take weekends off? Not Bennett. 
“Saturday is my longest [day],” Bennett said. “I'm there 10-12 hours on Saturday.”
While Bennett is modest about his contributions, Food Pantry director Jim Shoaf is not. 
“He works 40-50 hours a week for us,” Shoaf said. 
The Maricopa Food Pantry serves about 1,200 families a week. As Shoaf explained, it’s a 

big operation. 
“We’ve got anywhere from 35 to 40 people onsite the days the trucks come in,” he said. 

“For those days, it’s the same process as a grocery store.” 
For Bennett, the days are long, but he said he rests well at night, "knowing that I give 

people hope, and that I help put food on their table."

TED YOCUM
COPA SENIORS

Ted Yocum has a lot to offer Maricopa as a 
volunteer and has advocated tirelessly for the 
city for years. 

“I love Maricopa,” said Yocum, who came 
here from Philadelphia in 2006. “I just hope that 
when the day comes that I'm done with whatever 
I'm doing, the city is in better shape than when I 
found it.”

Yocum works with Copa Seniors, a group 
that plans social activities for the community 
and seniors in general. He’s also a member of the 
city’s volunteer Planning & Zoning Commission.

Perhaps the most fun Yocum has had as 
a volunteer was working with the Maricopa 
Advocate Program, a now-defunct program in 
which the City enlisted citizens to be hometown 
evangelists. 

“They wanted to get folks who were interested 
in Maricopa to become even more interested,” 
Yocum said. “They wanted us to become more 
knowledgeable about the city, how it works and 
who does what in the city, and they wanted us as 
ambassadors to go out and talk to whoever would 
listen to us about what is Maricopa.” 

Yocum excels in retail volunteerism. As 
a Maricopa Advocate, he was, and remains, 
comfortable striking up a conversation with 
anyone. 

One time, while at the grocery store, Yocum 
overheard a conversation. 

“One woman was saying to the other, ‘No, 
I don't think Frank is going to be interested in 
coming into Maricopa and starting a store’ and 
the other woman said, ‘Well, why not?’”

The woman went through a litany of issues 
that, one-by-one, Yocum refuted, in a polite and 
friendly yet convincing manner. 

Yocum also served on the Maricopa Board of 
Adjustment. 

Volunteer Henry Payne offers directions as a truck is unloaded at Maricopa Food Pantry. 

Tim Bennett loads drinks 
into the warehouse at the 
Maricopa Food Pantry. 
Bennett works around 
40-50 hours a week to 
assist 1,200 families  
battling food insecurity.

Where Every 
Child 

Is Known

19265 N. Porter Road

Elementary (520) 568-9333
Secondary (520) 568-2112

SequoiaPathway.org

Pathway is a 
tuition-free, 

public charter 
school serving  
K-12 students.

Sequoia Pathway Academy K-12 
continues full in-person learning!

In addition to its new STEAM building and 

on-campus Astro-turf football field, Campus 

Director, Lee Bryan and Elementary Principal, 

Taylor Stanton invite you to come and see  

why students love learning here!!!

Apply online at 
SequoiaPathway.org 

under Employment  
Opportunities

WE’REHIRING!DRIVERS 
TEACHERS 
COACHES

NOW  

ENROLLING

Kindergartners 

and All Other 

Grades for  

Fall 2022

PATHWAY HAS ADDED  
BUS ROUTES!
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I’m ringing the victory bell over here at 
Province and want to extend a HUGE thank 
you to Jaime and Michelle!

We’ve hired a Compliance Coordinator 
and she was attracted to the position directly 
by our InMaricopa job ad. We received quite 
a few qualifi ed candidates and appreciate 
the exposure your publication gave us. 

Thank you!”
 
Michelle Trujillo
Communications Coordinator
Province Community Association

InMaricopa.com/Advertising 

“

Volunteering 
is mutually 
beneficial

BY JOAN KOCZOR

ATIONAL VOLUNTEER MONTH 
in April celebrates the impact 
volunteers have on our lives and 
encourages active volunteerism 

for generations to come. 
An extension of National Volunteer Week, 

the recognition was first made in 1943 to pay 
tribute to the unwavering contributions of 
women during World War II who collected 
supplies and helped wounded soldiers.

It was in the early 20th century that 
organized volunteering reached its peak. 
Numerous groups were created to escalate 
humanitarian services, many of which are still 
active today, such as the Red Cross.  

In 1990, the week-long observation was 
lengthened to National Volunteer Month to be 
celebrated every April.

With a total of 1.8 million non-profit 
organizations in the United States alone, the 
opportunity to volunteer is close to never-
ending. In fact, Americans volunteer 8.8 billion 
hours annually, the Urban Institute says.

Volunteering, putting empathy into 
action, can build stronger, more connected 
communities where people feel happier, 
healthier and more welcome. 

There are mutual benefits to volunteering.
Giving to others can help protect your mental 

and physical health. It can reduce stress, combat 
depression, and provide mental stimulation and 
a sense of purpose. Volunteers find their efforts 
lead to a natural sense of accomplishment and 
added zest to life.

In every community, volunteer opportunities 
are available. The key is to find a position that 
you would enjoy and are capable of doing. 
Think about why you want to volunteer. What 
would you enjoy doing? The opportunities that 
match both your goals and your interests are 
most likely to be fun and fulfilling. 

Joan Koczor is a senior advocate and a member of 
the Age-Friendly Maricopa Advisory Board.

InMaricopa.com/Columnists
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BILL ROBERTSON  
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

For Bill Robertson, the desire to volunteer and give back to the community began 
early. When he was 17, he started as a volunteer firefighter in New Jersey. That was the 
profession that sticks with him to this day, even as a volunteer member of the Planning 
& Zoning Commission. 

“It’s giving back to the community,” said Robertson. “As a retired fire chief, my specialty 
is going to be fire protection, fire services, and when it comes to reviewing developer 
plans, of course, I’m making sure that the fire hydrants are adequately installed. They’ve 
got to meet the required fire flow of so many gallons a minute, and that the roads are adequate and wide enough.” 

While zoning in and of itself might be a dry topic for most people, it’s an important aspect of how Maricopa will grow, 
in size and character. 

As a volunteer position, the focus is on the community, Robertson explained. 
“We answer to the code,” Robertson said. “The city building codes, the city General Plan, the zoning codes — that’s 

our sole purpose — to make sure that when a developer comes in, they’re checking all of the boxes in terms of what’s 
required to develop in our community.”

Robertson said the most important thing for a member of P&Z is to take their opinions out of it. 
“You can’t arbitrarily deny someone from developing if they are in the proper zoning area and if they meet all the 

requirements.
“It’s not about a personal agenda,” Robertson said. “I can’t go in and vote a project down because Bill doesn’t like 

apartments. If I vote against something, it has to be because the code isn’t being adhered to.”
Roberts has worked in public service for most of his life. Prior to coming to Maricopa, he was the fire chief for 

Farmington, New Mexico, which he says reminds him a lot of Maricopa. 
“It was a city about the size of Maricopa when I lived there,” Roberts said. “I did my time there, retired out, and we hit 

the road in an RV for a few years before we settled in Maricopa.” 

HOW VOLUNTEERS CAN 
FIND A GOOD MATCH

 Before you offer to volunteer, 
it’s important to ensure your 
commitment matches the 
organization’s needs. Ask yourself:

•	 Would I like to work with 
adults, children, animals 
or remotely from home?

•	 Do I prefer to work alone 
or as part of a team?

•	 Am I better “behind the 
scenes,” or do I prefer to 
take a more visible role?

•	 How much time am I 
willing to commit?

•	 What skills can I bring 
to a volunteer job?

•	 What causes are 
important to me?

And, remember: volunteering 
should feel like a fun and 
rewarding hobby, not another 
chore on your to-do list.

A list of nonprofits can 
be found on page 66.

21300 N. John Wayne Pkwy. Unit 117

TreasuredSmilesChildrensDentistry.com

(520) 316-6111

Maricopa’s Pediatric Maricopa’s Pediatric 
Dental SpecialistDental Specialist

Where We 
Treasure Your 

Children’s Smile!

Hometown: Born in 
Friedburg Germany. Grew
up on U.S. Army bases.

Maricopan since: 2019

Family: Four kids

Pets: Fresh water fi sh

Pet peeve: People who 
do not follow through.

Like most about 
Maricopa: I love the 
community here in 
Maricopa. We have a 
wonderful library, post 
offi ce and many incredible 
small businesses. I love 
all of the events the city 
puts on.

GENEVIEVE RODRIQUEZ  
Owner, The Maids of Maricopa

GETTING TOknow
FAVORITE …
Charity: I donate to 
causes that support 
women, childbirth 
and children.

Musician: Misterwives

Food: Karla Wear at 
Sweet Cravings makes 
the best chocolate cake.

Meal: Tacos

Restaurant: Side Street 
Inn (We went on one of 
our fi rst dates here.)

Quote: “The only thing 
that stands between 
dreams and reality is 
persistence.” 
– Abhijit Naskar, 
Conscience over Nonsense

Learn more about Genevieve at InMaricopa.com/Getting-to-Know.
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M YLIZA MADISON IS A SWEET 
BABY GIRL.

A recent family photo features 
the 7-month-old’s huge smile; 

another shows a face that is expressively 
inquisitive.

“She's just a very bright, loving, personable 
child and loves people, loves looking at faces, is 
very receptive to conversation,” said her mother, 
Charity Madison.

Her older sister has lovingly bestowed on 
her a host of nicknames, including Looey, Chub 
Chub, Chunky Cheeks and Lizie Lou.

On the exterior, Myliza appears happy and 
healthy. Indeed, she is in the 100th percentile 
for weight at her age. And that wide smile.

But on the inside, she is fighting for her 
life.

On Dec. 30, Myliza was diagnosed with 
infant leukemia, a rare disease that strikes 
just 160 children under the age of 1 every 
year in the United States. She has been 
undergoing treatment — chemotherapy and 
immunotherapy — ever since, spending day 
upon day in the hospital.

“She has been through more trauma than 
I have in my lifetime,” her mother said. “She is 
still so quick to smile when she sees someone 
enter the room. That says so much to me about 
her character and resiliency.

“She is a very calm, tempered child, and 
doesn't fuss a lot even though she's been poked 
and prodded and touched many different 
times in not-so-pleasant ways.”

Acknowledging the road ahead is long and 
difficult, Charity says months into the fight 
that Myliza’s indomitable spirit, bolstered 
by the support of family and community 
members, looks to be winning the battle.

A grandmother’s intuition
Myliza started with a fever on Dec. 3 while 
4-year-old sister M’Rylee was also feverish 
with a cough, sore throat and runny nose. But 
Myliza’s fever was high, so her mother took 
her to get checked out by her primary care 
physician. The doctor assured her it was likely 
just a virus. 

The fever would pass as the infection ran 
its course, the doctor said, and they returned 
to their home in The Lakes at Rancho El 
Dorado, where the family has lived for more 
than four years.

But then Myliza started projectile-vomiting, 
her skin turning pale and a bit yellowish. They 
went back to the doctor and left this time with 
anti-reflux medication and advice to follow a 
dairy-free diet. 

A week later, Charity noticed her baby’s 
health declining slowly, her reflexes and 
interactivity diminishing.

“Her eyes were tired whenever she woke 
up from a nap,” she said, “so there were a lot 
of signs that just something wasn't right. But I 
had been taking her to the doctor, so I was just 
trusting his judgment.”

It was Charity’s mom who implored her to 
take Myliza to the emergency room. Call it a 
grandmother’s intuition.

“On Dec. 29, I get a knock on the door at 
8:30 p.m. and it was my mom,” Charity recalled, 
her voice breaking. “She was having almost a 
panic attack. She said, 'Something’s not right, 
you need to take Myliza to the ER right now.'”

Charity’s mom told her she was working a 
puzzle, in solitude, when the Lord spoke to her, 
telling her something was seriously wrong with 
her granddaughter.

“I was very angry at her, and I said, ‘Mom, 
I'm getting both girls down for bed,’” Charity 
recounted. “’This is ridiculous. I've been taking 
her to the doctor. I'll take her to the doctor 
tomorrow.’ Well, she insisted.”

So, Charity Googled the nearest children’s 
hospital, grabbed a few items, put her daughter 
in the car seat and headed to Banner Desert 
Medical Center in Mesa. Flustered by her 
mother’s insistence, she would not remember 
much of the 35-minute drive north.

At the ER, Myliza was fast asleep in her 
car seat while Charity checked in. As she sat 
down and looked around — there were other 
kids coughing or showing other signs of being 
outwardly sick. “I was just thinking the whole 
time ‘this is ridiculous,’” she said. “I just want to 
be home in my bed.”

Four hours later, they were called back, 
and then another couple hours passed before 
they started to draw blood. Right away, nurses 
became concerned at the color of Myliza’s 
blood. A doctor soon came in to feel around the 
baby’s tummy and discovered she had enlarged 
organs. He immediately ordered scans and a full 
blood workup.

Soon thereafter, the doctor was back. 
They’re having a hard time assessing her blood, 

Infant fights rare cancer — with a smile
BY BOB MCGOVERN

She is still so quick to 
smile when she sees 

someone enter the room. 
That says so much to me 

about her character  
and resiliency. ”

CHARITY MADISON, MOTHER

M'Rylee Madison's 
nicknames for her 
Myliza include Looey, 
Chub Chub and Lizie 
Lou. Myliza enjoys 
FaceTiming with her big 
sister from the hospital.
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Charity heard him say, it could be an oncology 
problem. She didn’t hear the rest of his words. 

“Finally, it started to sink in, my daughter 
might be really sick,” Charity said.

Later, nearly 11 hours after arriving at the 
ER, a new doctor came in, her eyes pinned to 
the floor.

“I said, what's wrong with my daughter?” 
recalled Charity, who by then had been joined 
in the ER by her husband, Glenn. “Tell us what's 
wrong. Do you have any answers yet?”

“Your daughter has leukemia,” the doctor 
responded.

Charity screamed.
“I think the whole hospital heard me. My 

husband grabbed me, and we just cried” as they 
watched their baby sleeping, she said.

A rare diagnosis
Leukemia is a type of cancer that affects the 
blood cells made by the body. Typically, infants 
can make the proper number of white blood 
cells to fight off illness and infection. Infants 
with leukemia make too many white blood cells, 
making it impossible for the body to have the 
right amount of other blood cells, including red 
blood cells and platelets.

Myliza was diagnosed with acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL), which begins 
in the immune system and affects a type of 
immature white blood cells called lymphocytes. 
About 90 cases of infant ALL are diagnosed 
every year, according to a 2016 review of studies. 
(A second type, acute myeloid leukemia, which 
begins in the bone marrow, represents about 70 
diagnoses annually.)

Myliza also has the mixed-lineage leukemia 
1 (MLL1) gene, which means a more difficult 
fight, her mother said.

Interestingly, more females are diagnosed 
with infant leukemia and more males are 
diagnosed beyond the first birthday, according 
to the National Cancer Institute.  Infants with 
leukemia tend to get sicker much faster and have 
more severe symptoms than older children.

Within hours of her diagnosis, doctors 
had given Myliza a “PICC” line, a catheter to 
provide easy access to large central veins near 
the heart — so that induction treatment could 
start immediately.

Induction treatment is an intensive and 
extensive initial course of chemotherapy. 
Myliza received 40 consecutive days of several 
chemotherapies. The barrage of powerful 
chemicals attacks unhealthy and healthy cells 
alike to eradicate the cancer and can decrease 
red blood cells. That reduces the amount of  

oxygen circulating through the body and can 
bring on anemia, which can result in extreme 
fatigue and potential problems with the heart, 
brain and nerves.

Cancer patients often need platelet 
transfusions if their bone marrow is not making 
enough. This happens when platelet-producing 
cells are damaged by chemo or radiation 
therapy.

So far, Myliza is in Month Three of her eight-
month regimen of in-patient chemotherapy 
and immunotherapy. Mom and daughter get 
occasional two-week-long respites at home. 
Outpatient treatment will then continue for 
another year. 

“It is a very long journey,” Charity said.
When InMaricopa talked with Charity in 

mid-March, Myliza was 58 days into treatment. 

Over that time, she had required seven blood 
transfusions — both for hemoglobin and 
platelets — to rebuild blood cells.

“So, that's seven people that have graciously 
donated blood for my daughter,” Charity said. 
“She definitely gets a lot more energy after a 
blood transfusion.”

She will likely need many more transfusions.

A face on blood donations
Myliza has been able to get blood when she 
needs it, her mother said. Still, the nation is 
facing its worst blood shortage in over a decade, 
according to the American Red Cross, which 
reported at least 10% fewer donors since the 
start of the COVID-19 pandemic.

To show gratitude for the blood donations 
sustaining Myliza’s fight, and to do its part to 
increase donations amid the shortage, her fam-
ily will hold a blood drive in association with 
Vitalant, the nation’s largest independent, non-
profit blood services provider. The organization 
regularly holds blood drives in Maricopa.

The event, scheduled for April 2 (see box), 
is being coordinated by Lindsey Kreider of 
the Family Friends and Neighbors program, 
which focuses on supporting in-home childcare 
providers.

Kreider said she took advantage of a 
contact within Vitalant to organize the event, 
which hopes to draw 30-35 donors, but can 
accommodate more. She is promoting the drive 

on social media and placing flyers around town.
Charity hopes the blood drive will bring 

more awareness to the benefits of blood 
donation.

“You hear the cliché, “Donate blood. Save a 
Life,” but you really don't know the magnitude 
of that statement until you see a face attached 
to it,” she said. “Just attaching Myliza’s face to 
the meaning behind that is all I can ask for. 
Just awareness of how impactful it can be in 
someone's life by taking time and donating a 
piece of your heart, essentially.

“My hope is that the next time someone gets 
approached to donate blood, they will say yes 
with no hesitation.”

The blood drive is just one example of the 
support received by the Madisons from family, 
friends and the community. 

Charity works a flexible schedule from home 
on the hiring team for Trumpet Behavioral 
Health, a national autism treatment provider, 
where fellow team members have donated 
unused time off to make it easier for her to 
spend days at the hospital.

Her parents, Rick and Ronda Gillespie, who 
live in The Villages, have been very supportive, 
watching M’Rylee when Charity is at the 
hospital and Glenn is at work.

A GoFundMe campaign raised more than 
$20,000 to help defray medical expenses and 
Charity’s brother raised another $5,000. A 

t-shirt campaign by her sister also raised funds 
and a yard sale organized by the Maricopa 
Running Club garnered $3,500.

“I don't know how someone could do it 
without the support of family,” Charity said. 
“There's just a lot of outreach, and I feel like 
that needs to be recognized because it really has 
taken a village to get through this.”

And perhaps most surprising, Charity has 
found an unlikely font of support just next door 
to Myliza’s hospital room at Banner Desert, 
where a girl of the same age — they were born 
eight days apart — also battles leukemia.

“It is crazy how God brought us here 
together because we could have gone to 
Phoenix Children’s or anywhere else,” Charity 
said. The other girl is about six weeks ahead in 
her treatment. 

“I talk with the other mom everyday about 
our struggles. We lift each other up when the 
other is down,” she said. “We share what works, 
what doesn’t. So, we’re living this nightmare 
together. I would never wish this on anyone, but 
I’m truly thankful for her friendship.” 

Reason for optimism
Charity Madison is talking about how her 
daughter’s cancer battle cancer is going. With 
manageable side effects so far, the news is 
encouraging.

“She is amazing,” she said. “Usually, infants 
need feeding tubes because they're nauseous and 

don't want to eat. She has been breastfeeding 
this whole time.”

As if on cue, Myliza has awakened hungry 
and ready to nurse — she is managing to gain 
weight during treatment — as Charity talked 
via phone from her bedside at Banner Desert. 
During their long hospital stays, Charity 
sleeps on a pullout couch in the room.

“I have made this my home,” she said, 
adding the hospital even moved a treadmill 
to her floor so she can exercise nearby when 
Myliza is sleeping.

Myliza’s dad visits often and she loves to 
FaceTime with her sister, who is not permitted 
to visit the hospital because of strict COVID 
protocols.

She is currently on blinatumomab, a 
monoclonal antibody and targeted therapy 
anticancer drug, which was fortuitously 
publicized in December as a successful 
immunotherapy treatment, Charity said.

“The month she was diagnosed, it came out 
there was a 90% remission rate for infants who 
receive the therapy upfront before the rest of 
the treatment,” Charity said. “That what she's 
doing now, 28 days of blinatumomab where 
she is attached to the IV pole and cannot be 
detached for any amount of time.”

After the induction chemotherapy, doctors 
extracted a bit of Myliza’s bone marrow and 
sent it to Seattle Children’s Hospital for testing 
to determine how many of 100,000 cells were 
cancerous.

‘She's going to be OK’
“She's currently in remission,” Charity said. “It 
was great, great news. The doctor explained to 
us (the cancer) is like a tree. We’ve gotten rid 
of the branches and the trunk, now the rest of 
treatment targets the roots to make sure this 
doesn't come back.”

Myliza’s mom still remembers what a 
doctor told her at the initial diagnosis.

“The doctor said these simple words: ‘She's 
going to be OK.’ And that meant the world to 
me.”

She would encourage parents going through 
a similar ordeal to view their child’s cancer 
diagnosis as just the beginning.

“Embrace every moment you have with 
your child because this is a story they're 
writing … When I first heard the news, I 
thought Myliza’s life was over. But her life is 
not over, it's just begun. You’ll find it's not a 
death sentence, it's just a different story that no 
one could ever prepare for. But they're special 
and God has His hands on them.” Su
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DONATING BLOOD  
FOR MYLIZA

April 2
In Honor of Myliza Madison
Bloodmobile
Maricopa Library & Cultural Center
18160 N. Maya Angelou Drive
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Walk-ins permitted; appointments 
recommended. 

April 23
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
20565 N. Homestead Drive
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Vitalant Donation Center
1989 W. Elliott Road, Suite 32
Chandler, AZ 85224
877-25-VITAL

Glenn Madison lifts his daughter Myliza so she can look out the window at Banner Desert Medical 
Center in Mesa. The infant received seven blood transfusions during the first two months of 
leukemia treatment.

The Madison family, clockwise from bottom 
left: Myliza, mom Charity, dad Glenn and sister 
M'Rylee.

You hear the cliche, 
“Donate blood. Save a

life,” but you really don't 
know the magnitude of 

that statement until you 
see a face attached to it.”

CHARITY MADISON
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Maricopa boys 
inaugural 
volleyball season
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In its first season, the Maricopa High boys volleyball team has compiled a 1-6 
record through March 20. The team consists of: Dylan Tauriainen (1); Alonzo 
Martinez (2); Gabriel Garcia (3); Ty Reiman (4); Dylan Hahn (5); Thomas Able 
(6); Devin Huffman (7) Jacek Bitter (8); Christian Perez (9); Marco Gutierrez (10); 
David Abercrombie (11); Bryan Arrela (12); Carlos Pino (16) and Jan Doctoma 
(18). The Rams are coached by Tia Kannapel, who is assisted by Wyatt Scott. 
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CAC STUDENTS CRISTAL DESANTIAGO, 
Jenna Bishop, Kristi Hill, Rachelle 
Black, Liliana Flores, and Wynonna 
Pulma have been selected to the Phi 

Theta Kappa International Honor Society All-
Arizona Academic Team.

Cristal DeSantiago 
DeSantiago is a history major 
at the Aravaipa Campus. She 
intends to transfer to Northern 
Arizona University, where her 
objective is to achieve a master's 
degree in history. Cristal plans 

to use her degree to gain a position at a museum, 
preferably overseas. While attending CAC she 
has assisted at the Saddle Brooke Food Bank, 
catered for Ronald McDonald House Charities 
of Southern Arizona and fostered dogs. 

Jenna Bishop 
As a student at the San Tan 
Campus, Bishop is a member 
of the Phi Theta Kappa 
Honor Society and is on the 
President’s honor list. She plans 
to transfer to Northern Arizona 

University to earn her bachelor’s degree in hotel 
and restaurant management. Though she has 
many career goals, she ultimately hopes to run 
a hotel of her own where both her guests and 
coworkers can feel safe and appreciated.

Kristi Hill
Hill, a current student at the 
Signal Peak Campus, plans to 
transfer to Northern Arizona 
University to complete a 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
and ultimately earn her Master 

of Science in Nursing. Her career goals are to 
become a nurse educator. She served as a front-
line worker during the Covid-19 pandemic 
while attending classes. She is active in her 
community as a Sunday School children’s leader. 

Rachelle Black 
Black is a Medical Laboratory 
Technician major at the Signal 
Peak Campus. She will be 
transferring to Arizona State 
University College of Health 
Solutions to obtain a BAS in 

Medical Laboratory Sciences. Her goal is to 
earn a Doctor of Medicine degree and work as 
a Clinical Geneticist to research and develop 
a cure for hereditary health conditions. She 
volunteers her time with the Rural MV elders 
COVID assist initiative, at Tse’bii’nidzisgai 
Elementary School, and at Monument Valley 
Community Health Center as a native language 
translator. Additionally, she is a National Society 
of Collegiate Scholars nominee and member.

Liliana Flores
Flores is an art major and 
will transfer to Arizona State 
University to further develop 
her skills as an artist. Her 
career goal is to obtain the 
required degrees that will 

enable her to teach art. As a student at the 
Superstition Mountain Campus, she serves 
as Vice-President of College Project in Phi 
Theta Kappa. She helped create a food drive 
sponsored by PTK and represented the disabled 
community at the Pinal County Food Bank. 

Wynonna Pulma
Pulma will complete an 
Associate of Business and 
pursue a bachelor’s degree 
in accountancy at Arizona 
State University’s W.P. Carey 
School of Business. Her career 
goal is to be a Certified Public 

Accountant and/or a Certified Management 
Accountant. She is a Phi Theta Kappa officer 
at the Superstition Mountain Campus and 
Bayanihan E-Konsulta project volunteer. 
Pulma was named a 2021 Coca-Cola Leaders of 
Promise Scholar. 

CentralAZ.edu
SPONSORED CONTENT

CAC students selected for  
All Arizona Academic Team
BY ANGELA ASKEY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, PUBLIC RELATIONS AND MARKETING

41735 W. Alan Stephens Parkway

OUR MISSION

A+ Charter Schools empowers students in 

reaching their greatest potential by becoming 

responsible individuals of character and 

excellence, engaged community members, and 

lifelong learners in an ever changing society.

OUR MODEL

• Project-Based Learning

• Advisory and Academic Success Groups

• Portrait of a Graduate

• Early College Program

• Robotics, eSports, Athletics,  

Performing Arts, and other clubs

Principal Rachele Reese

(520) 265-5589

NOW 

ENROLLING

GRADES 7-12

Registration is now open!

www.centralaz.edu



	 April 2022 | InMaricopa.com	 4948	 InMaricopa.com | April 2022

EDUCATION

N RECENT YEARS, THE MARICOPA UNIFIED SCHOOL 
District has made a concerted effort to improve the 
assessment of the learning that occurs in its schools.

One recent step in this effort was the hiring of Sheryl 
Rednor as director of academic services, bringing vast experience and 
high-powered energy to the district.

Rednor received her undergraduate education at Northern Arizona 
University and earned a master’s degree at Arizona State University. 

After teaching fourth and sixth grades, she moved into supervisory 
positions, first as a principal in an elementary school and a middle school. 
Her next step was to become director of curriculum for the Higley Unified 
School District in Gilbert, followed by her elevation to executive director 
of teaching and learning at Scottsdale Unified School District.

When Rednor was interviewed at MUSD, she saw an opportunity to 
apply all she has learned about education in an environment conducive 
for her vision of how a great school system should function.

She is proud of a district plan to create an advanced class in 
kindergarten through fifth grade.

The pilot for this program will be implemented during the 2022-23 
school year in a kindergarten class at Saddleback Elementary School. The 
class will be academically accelerated, with above-grade-level delivery of 
Arizona standards in math and English Language Arts. 

Each year in the future, one more grade will be added, until all 
elementary grades contain this accelerated class.

Rednor pointed to the Advanced Placement (AP) Capstone Program 
at Maricopa High School. 

A previous column detailed the value of AP for college-bound students, 
and the program at the high school offers a maximum opportunity for 
students to get a meaningful head start on their university experience. The 
new high school will enhance the career and technical education (CTE) 
program there, thus providing wonderful opportunities for students 
whose future might not include college.

Under Rednor’s direction, MUSD will strive to provide a rigorous 
education for all students in all grades, continuing to build what was 
already in place here when she arrived. MUSD schools will offer what is 
best for students and the community. The high school course guide will be 
improved to offer more options for high school students. A focus will also 
be applied to needed professional development for teachers to enhance 
their success in the classroom.

Rednor is married and has two adult children. She said she is proud 
her children are successful products of a public-school education.  

Murray Siegel, Ph.D., has more than 44 years of teaching experience and 
volunteers at Butterfield Elementary School.

Accelerated learning program 
to kick off in kindergarten 

BY MURRAY SIEGEL

I

EDUCATION

TEACHER QUALITY IS THE KEY FACTOR 
TO STUDENT SUCCESS. Students, 
especially those struggling in math and 
reading, or those in need of enrichment, 

need a teacher with experience and intervention 
skills that can only be developed over years of 
classroom experience. 

Jodi Boich, a master teacher and native 
of South Korea, grew up in Hutchinson, 
Minnesota, and has more than 11 years of 
experience successfully teaching at many 
different grade levels. Her skill set also includes 
several years of teaching Montessori. As a 
mother of five children, Boich understands the 
importance of teacher quality and experience, 
“My instructional philosophy is to provide the 
right tools for successful learning.” Boich uses 
a variety of innovative and effective teaching 
methods to address the individual needs of 
her students. Boich utilizes critical thinking 
skills, visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learning 
modalities so that each students have the 
opportunity to master critical skills in a way 
that makes sense to them. Boich’s classroom 
also has state-of-the-art technology which she 
utilizes in her classroom so that her students 
are proficient in 21st century skills, including 
computer and digital device skills and typing. 

A New Model for Middle School that 
Fosters Student Achievement: Having 
multiple classes and teachers can be confusing 
and difficult to navigate for middle school 
students. It often means many different sets of 
expectations, rules, behaviors, and homework 
which can be overwhelming and hinder 

learning. Mobile Elementary utilizes the single 
teacher model for middle school and according 
to Boich, the model has fostered incredible 
academic growth for her students. The single 
teacher model is especially effective for students 
who need more structure or need help with 
focus and attention to task. Teri Dominguez, 
the school administrator states, “with the single 
teacher model for middle school we have seen 
many students from larger and less structured 
environments make positive total academic 
turnarounds. Having one set of structured 
rules and academic expectations can make 
a huge difference for students who need it. 
Also having constant access to one-on-one 
and small group help from the teacher helps 
students understand the content and master 
the skills they need to be successful, learn, and 
grow at the middle school level.”

Small Class Sizes in Middle School are 
fundamental: Small class sizes make a big 
difference in developing higher level thinking 
skills. Reading is one of the fundamental skills 

young children learn in school, and even more 
so as students read for critical information in 
the middle grades. Often, students in other 
schools have experienced class sizes of 30 or 
more students, so the teachers were not able 
to focus on the needs of individual students 
or ensure that these fundamental skills have 
been mastered. Mobile Elementary strives to 
keep class sizes under 15 so that students can 
have the teacher attention, supervision, and 
guidance they need to excel in all subjects. 
Boich notes, “My middle school classroom is 
special to me because of the small class size.  
All the students get one-on-one help from me.” 
In her small class size multi-level classroom, 
Boich works closely with students to develop 
high level critical thinking skills and provides 
highly personalized intervention and one on 
one instruction to struggling students. This 
makes a huge positive difference her students’ 
achievement in reading and math, resulting in 
higher test scores and better overall grades. The 
small class size also allows her to differentiate 
instruction to meet the needs of advanced 
learners that need to learn by discovery and 
problem-solving techniques and foster social/
emotional learning.  

  520-568-2280 
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Mobile Elementary 
Teacher Feature

Jodi Boich: 
Changing 

the Face of 
Middle School 

Education

Mrs. Boich enjoys home improvement projects  
and recently completed a fire pit in her backyard.

LET’S 
GO FLY!

Financing 
Available!

Earn your Private Pilot License

• Full-time / 2 weeks
• Part-time / 2-3 months

 
Aircraft Rental Available Year-Round
 
Discovery Flight – 1 Hour 
(Pre-fl ight + 30 min. fl ight)

• $99 Special (Normally $125)
• Assist with pre-fl ight
• Take the controls! Fly over Maricopa 

under the supervision of your certifi ed 
fl ight instructor and experience the thrill 
of fl ying, on your terms.

Priscilla Ribic | Owner
(907) 947-7830 Call/Text
fl y@alphakiloaviation.com

Formally Desert Aero Club, now under new 
ownership and name of Alpha Kilo Aviation, LLC

AlphaKiloAviation.com

32514 W. Bud Road / AK-Chin Regional Airport

Directions:
8.1 miles from Walmart Supercenter
SE on AZ-238 / Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy
L on N. Russell Road
L on W. Bud Road
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HAVING A HOME THAT SELLS IN A MATTER 
of days sounds great, until you realize that 
once it sells you will become a buyer in 
that same competitive seller’s market.  To 

make matters worse, you have to submit your offer 
with an added contingency of your home selling 
first, which makes it less desirable to sellers.  And 
you only have 30 days before you have to move out.  

So, what can you do to avoid becoming 
homeless?

You could sell your home and move into a 
short-term rental while you search for a home to 
buy.  This requires you to move all your belongings 

twice, which is not very convenient, and 
unfurnished, short-term rentals are very difficult 
to find.  Out of the 66 homes for rent on the MLS 
in Maricopa today, how many will accept a lease of 
less than 12 months?  Exactly zero.

You could try to find a home to buy first before 
listing yours.  While this sounds like a simple 
approach, it’s the hardest to execute.  Sellers are not 
likely to accept your offer and take their home off 
the market with no idea if or when yours will sell.

A better option is to try to get a contract on 
your current home first and ask for a longer closing 
period. In Maricopa, the typical escrow takes about 
30 days. If you negotiate a 60 day close, that would 
give you time to get under contract on a home to 
purchase, and you could close simultaneously.

Or, if the new owners aren’t in a hurry, you 
could negotiate a lease-back, where you live and 
pay rent in the house you just sold, thereby giving 
you some extra time to find your next home. Most 
buyers, however, are not very comfortable with this 
scenario.  And if they purchased the home with a 
VA or FHA loan, which requires the home to be a 
primary residence, there may be restrictions with 
the buyers collecting rent from you.

Another option is to sell your home to an 
investor.  This usually results in the lowest amount 

of stress, however it comes at a steep cost.  By the 
time all their fees are subtracted you will net about 
3-5% less than if you sold it on the MLS.  With 
the average home price in Maricopa approaching 
$400,000, it means you are paying up to $20,000 to 
avoid some short-term inconvenience.  

Recently I discovered a newer solution that 
makes a lot of sense.  I partnered with a company 
called Homelight that has a home “Trade-In” 
program.  For about a 1% fee they will make a 
non-contingent cash offer on the house you want 
to buy, close on it, let you move in, and then I will 
list your house for sale once it’s vacant.  This option 
eliminates a lot of the stress and uncertainty that 
comes with trying to buy and sell.  

It’s a challenging time to be navigating the 
real estate market. But, having a plan, and a good 
Realtor, could be the difference between having a 
place to stay during a difficult transition, or being 
forced to live in a hotel, or even worse, your car.   
Dayv Morgan is a Maricopa Realtor and owner 
of HomeSmart Success.

 480-251-4231 
 DayvMorgan@gmail.com 
 MaricopaHomeSmart.com
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Selling with  
nowhere to go

BY DAYV MORGAN

MaricopaRocks.com

19347 N. Maricopa Road
info@maricoparocks.com

Local Family Owned and Operated Business

Summer Hours:
Mon. thru Fri. 6:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., 

Sat. 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Winter Hours:
Mon. thru Fri. 7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., 

Sat. 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Highest Quality Landscape and Hardscape MaterialsHighest Quality Landscape and Hardscape Materials

We Deliver!

*See page 4 for Ace Rewards Instant Savings details.
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SPRING SALE APRIL 13–25
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Includes four 10 amp 
lithium‑ion batteries 

and charger

LCD interface with  
3 driving modes

Cuts up to 2 acres  
per charge

EGo™ PowER+ 56 Volt Zero turn Riding Mower
•  Includes four 10 amp lithium‑ion batteries and charger
• Cuts up to 2 acres per charge • 42” cutting deck 
• LCD interface with 3 driving modes • LED headlights, USB port, Bluetooth
7014320  RED HOT BUY
Available at participating stores and by special order from acehardware.com

$5,49900 $3,79995
traeger® timberline XL  
wood Pellet Grill
•  Control your grill from your phone with WiFIRE®

• 1320 sq. in. total cooking area
8037362
Timberline Wood Pellet Grill, 8037251...$3,499.95
Timberline XL Grill Cover, 8037584...$199.99
Timberline Cover, 8037558...$179.99
RED HOT BUY

S A L E

toro® Recycler® 
SmartStow® Personal Pace® 
Self‑Propelled Mower
• 22” cutting deck
• 150cc engine
• Personal Pace Auto‑Drive™

• Mulches or bags

$44900

7013911
Recycler® Self‑Propelled Mower, 
7026286...$399
RED HOT BUY

Ethanol‑Free 4‑Cycle 
Engineered Fuel, 110 Oz., 
7392335...$22.99 ‑$3 With 
Ace Rewards Card,* 
You Pay $19.99. 
Limit 1 at this price. 
RED HOT BUY

Ace® Premium Spray Paint + Primer, 12 oz.
Available in assorted colors and finishes.
17005

Scotts® EZ Seed®, 
3.75 Lb.
7206428, 7229412, 7245970 
Limit 1 each.

Roundup® Ready‑to‑use 
weed & Grass Killer III  
with Pump ‘N Go®

2  
Sprayer, 1.33 Gal.
7196520

$2399

Refill, 1.25 Gal.
7203342 Limit 1.

ortho® Groundclear® 
year Long Vegetation 
Killer concentrate
7006048

$2799

Ace® 1 Gal. home  
& Garden Sprayer
7437650 Limit 1.

terro® 6/Pk. Liquid Ant 
Bait or 3 Lb. Ant Killer 
Plus Multi‑Purpose 
Insect control
7105786, 7124043 

$699
each 

terro® Liquid  
Ant Killer, 1 oz.
70677

Kaytee® 5 Lb. Nut & fruit 
Blend™, 7 Lb. Songbird 
Blend™ or 8 Lb. Birders’ 
Blend® wild Bird food
8123820, 81053, 8062614

dEwALt® 20 Volt MAX 
Lithium‑Ion trimmer & 
Blower combo Kit
Includes battery and charger.
7025981
Limit 1 at this price. 

$259.00   ‑$60

$19900

Scotts® turf Builder® 
thick’R Lawn™ Seed, 
fertilizer & Soil 
Improver, 12 Lb.
7637663, 7665516, 7004797 

MIX & MAtch

$2399

$42900

Ace knows the PoweR oF stIhL

each

gallon 

ortho® home 
defense® Insect 
Killer for Indoor 
& Perimeter,
1.1 Gal.
7508088

Refill, 
1.33 
Gal., 
7508039
Limit 2.

toro® Recycler®  
SmartStow®  
Self‑Propelled Mower
• 22” cutting deck
• 150cc engine
• Mulches or bags
7026291

$1799

MIX & MAtch

Grilling Demos • Giveaways • One-Day-Only Offers • #AceLaunchParty

YoU’Re InVIteD
sAtURDAY, APRIL 23 FRoM 11AM-2PM

GEt thIS
Buy
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S A L E

Scotts®  
turf Builder® 
weed & feed3
Covers 5000 sq. ft.
7430952

$2899

Scotts® turf Builder®  
Lawn food
Covers 5000 sq. ft.
7314263 Limit 1.

Perfect results, every timeunmatched versatility no-hassle cleanuP make it yours

1-DAY PARTY OFFER APRIL 23rd ONLY

POWER+ 56 Volt Blower/Trimmer Combo Kit
7007093  Limit 1 at this price.

$269

–$30
REG $299

WITH aCE
REWaRdS CaRd*

GEt oNE of thESE

Buy oNE of

these

*See page 4 for Ace Rewards Instant Savings details.

April Event

SPRING SALE APRIL 13–25

 Buy oNE 
GEt one

GEt thIS
Buy

GEt thIS
Buy

GEt thIS

wIth AcE  
REwARdS cARd*

Buy oNE of

these

 Buy oNE 
GEt one GEt thIS

Buy

Includes four 10 amp 
lithium‑ion batteries 

and charger

LCD interface with  
3 driving modes

Cuts up to 2 acres  
per charge

EGo™ PowER+ 56 Volt Zero turn Riding Mower
•  Includes four 10 amp lithium‑ion batteries and charger
• Cuts up to 2 acres per charge • 42” cutting deck 
• LCD interface with 3 driving modes • LED headlights, USB port, Bluetooth
7014320  RED HOT BUY
Available at participating stores and by special order from acehardware.com

$5,49900 $3,79995
traeger® timberline XL  
wood Pellet Grill
•  Control your grill from your phone with WiFIRE®

• 1320 sq. in. total cooking area
8037362
Timberline Wood Pellet Grill, 8037251...$3,499.95
Timberline XL Grill Cover, 8037584...$199.99
Timberline Cover, 8037558...$179.99
RED HOT BUY

S A L E

toro® Recycler® 
SmartStow® Personal Pace® 
Self‑Propelled Mower
• 22” cutting deck
• 150cc engine
• Personal Pace Auto‑Drive™

• Mulches or bags

$44900

7013911
Recycler® Self‑Propelled Mower, 
7026286...$399
RED HOT BUY

Ethanol‑Free 4‑Cycle 
Engineered Fuel, 110 Oz., 
7392335...$22.99 ‑$3 With 
Ace Rewards Card,* 
You Pay $19.99. 
Limit 1 at this price. 
RED HOT BUY

Ace® Premium Spray Paint + Primer, 12 oz.
Available in assorted colors and finishes.
17005

Scotts® EZ Seed®, 
3.75 Lb.
7206428, 7229412, 7245970 
Limit 1 each.

Roundup® Ready‑to‑use 
weed & Grass Killer III  
with Pump ‘N Go®

2  
Sprayer, 1.33 Gal.
7196520

$2399

Refill, 1.25 Gal.
7203342 Limit 1.

ortho® Groundclear® 
year Long Vegetation 
Killer concentrate
7006048

$2799

Ace® 1 Gal. home  
& Garden Sprayer
7437650 Limit 1.

terro® 6/Pk. Liquid Ant 
Bait or 3 Lb. Ant Killer 
Plus Multi‑Purpose 
Insect control
7105786, 7124043 

$699
each 

terro® Liquid  
Ant Killer, 1 oz.
70677

Kaytee® 5 Lb. Nut & fruit 
Blend™, 7 Lb. Songbird 
Blend™ or 8 Lb. Birders’ 
Blend® wild Bird food
8123820, 81053, 8062614

dEwALt® 20 Volt MAX 
Lithium‑Ion trimmer & 
Blower combo Kit
Includes battery and charger.
7025981
Limit 1 at this price. 

$259.00   ‑$60

$19900

Scotts® turf Builder® 
thick’R Lawn™ Seed, 
fertilizer & Soil 
Improver, 12 Lb.
7637663, 7665516, 7004797 

MIX & MAtch

$2399

$42900

Ace knows the PoweR oF stIhL

each

gallon 

ortho® home 
defense® Insect 
Killer for Indoor 
& Perimeter,
1.1 Gal.
7508088

Refill, 
1.33 
Gal., 
7508039
Limit 2.

toro® Recycler®  
SmartStow®  
Self‑Propelled Mower
• 22” cutting deck
• 150cc engine
• Mulches or bags
7026291

$1799

MIX & MAtch

Grilling Demos • Giveaways • One-Day-Only Offers • #AceLaunchParty

YoU’Re InVIteD
sAtURDAY, APRIL 23 FRoM 11AM-2PM

GEt thIS
Buy

1220413_4PG, 001, Versions: DSbP1

S A L E

Scotts®  
turf Builder® 
weed & feed3
Covers 5000 sq. ft.
7430952

$2899

Scotts® turf Builder®  
Lawn food
Covers 5000 sq. ft.
7314263 Limit 1.

Perfect results, every timeunmatched versatility no-hassle cleanuP make it yours

1-DAY PARTY OFFER APRIL 23rd ONLY

POWER+ 56 Volt Blower/Trimmer Combo Kit
7007093  Limit 1 at this price.

$269

–$30
REG $299

WITH aCE
REWaRdS CaRd*

GEt oNE of thESE

Buy oNE of

these

21542 N. JOHN WAYNE PARKWAY   
(520) 494-7805
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HE MORINGA TREE IS A FAST-
growing, desert-thriving tree that 
provides shade and is a source of 
highly nutritious greens.  

Many trees are noted to grow fast, but few 
can grow more than 10 feet per year in the 
native Arizona alkaline desert soils, preferring 
full sun and the high temperatures of summer. 
In fact, the moringa tree is successful in the 
harshest of areas, such as against a west-facing 
block wall that reflects the heat back to the 

tree. As a young sapling, the moringa requires 
regular watering. But once established, it 
prefers to be watered deeply once a week 
during warm weather. 

This drought-tolerant tree reaches a mature 
height of 40 feet in as few as three years if not 
pruned to a smaller size. Moringa have high 
success from a seed planted directly in the 
soil where the large fragile tap root has ample 
room to grow. While these trees are capable of 
being grown in containers, they thrive when 
planted directly in well-drained soil. 

Also known as the Drumstick or 
Horseradish Tree, moringa have small leaves 
in multiple clumps with small bunches of 
white flowers that attract pollinators and 
produce long slender seed pods. A deciduous 
tree, the moringa sheds leaves in the winter in 
response to frost and colder temperatures, but 
due to the small size of the leaves, the tree does 
not create large amounts of leaf litter. 

Originally found on the Indian continent, 
the moringa tree is now cultivated in tropical 
and subtropical regions around the world as a 
food source and medicinal plant. 

The major food source from the moringa 

are its leaves, which are eaten fresh like 
spinach, dried as a powder or used to make a 
tea.

In Arizona, the leaves are harvested 
in multiple large or continuous harvests 
throughout the growing season, ensuring 
a continual supply of edible leaves for eight 
months a year. It should be noted for ease of 
harvesting, the tree should be trimmed to 
a manageable height of three to four feet in 
the spring after the last frost. If the tree is not 
pruned, a large majority of the leaves could 
be challenging to harvest from a 20-foot-tall 
limb!

The low water requirements of the 
established trees, in addition to the rapid 
growth and food source product, make the 
moringa a sustainable option for landscapes 
in the area.  

  520-374-6263
MacMasterGardener@Gmail.com

Amanda Rice is a Master Gardener volunteer 
with the University of Arizona. 

Moringa tree 
offers shade, 

nutrition
BY AMANDA RICE

T

Call today to schedule a FREE Inspection & Estimate

(520) 416-4220

Repairs • Springs • Openers • New Doors

Licensed & Insured                    #ROC 329183

• Same Day Service
• Emergency Services Available

• Evenings & Weekends 
No Extra Charge

15% OFF

$50OFF

$100OFF

$200OFF

Stealth Hardware 

Any Garage Door Repair 
with Purchase of Parts

3/4 HP Ultra Quiet Opener
FREE upgrade to Built-in camera with MYQ 

(while supplies last)

A Double Garage Door

With mention of ad.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Expires 4/30/2022.

With mention of ad.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Expires 4/30/2022.

With mention of ad.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Expires 4/30/2022.

With mention of ad.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Expires 4/30/2022.

Fast, Friendly, Affordable Garage Door Services

 Maricopa’s 
#1 Rated 
Garage Door 

Company!Vekol Market

Serving delicious breakfasts and lunches daily!

LOWEST 
TOBACCO 

PRICES 
IN TOWN!

47021 W. Farrell Road

(520) 568-1654
Open 6 a.m. M-F and 
8 a.m. Sat. & Sun.W Farrell Rd

N
 John W

ayne Pkw
y

Carlyle Rd

Ak-Chin
Recreation Center

UltraStar Multi-tainment
Center at Ak-Chin Circle

347

Convenience Store, Deli and Fuel Station

Premium Furniture • Home Decor • Rugs
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm
Sun 10am-6pm
LinaFurnishings.com

4711 E. Ray Road 
Ahwatukee

1487 N. Dysart Road   
Avondale

5870 W. Bell Road
Glendale

HIRING 
Sales 

Associates

 OVER 40,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM
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19815 N. Puffin Drive Feb. 14 $699,000$

43726 W. Sagebrush Trail March 3 $275,000$

This single-story home in Province sits on the waterfront and has a solar-heated 
pool, oversized covered patio and built-in BBQ. Inside, there is a gourmet 
kitchen with large walk-in pantry, family room with gas fireplace and plantation 
shutters throughout. The master suite has coffered ceilings, multiple closets and 
vanities, and a large shower. There are two additional bedrooms and a casita. 
The home was on the market for 30 days and sold at asking price.

This single-story home in Rancho El 
Dorado features desert landscaping in 
the front yard with a covered patio and 
large grassy area in the back. Inside 
features include tile floors throughout 
and carpet in the two bedrooms. The eat-
in kitchen also has a sizeable breakfast 
bar. The home was on the market for 166 
days and sold for $14,900 under list price.

Community: Province	
Square feet: 3,101
Price per square foot: $225.41
Days on market: 30

Builder: Engle
Year built: 2006
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 4

Community: Rancho El Dorado
Square feet: 1,277
Price per square foot: $215.35
Days on market: 166

Builder: Unknown
Year built: 2002
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 2

2.  42061 W. Rummy Road, Province.................................................................... $670,000
3.  22122 N. Reinbold Drive, Rancho El Dorado..............................................$625,000
4.  21807 N. Greenway Drive, Rancho El Dorado.............................................$616,500
5.  21947 N. Desert Park Court, Rancho El Dorado........................................$615,000

2. 43764 W. Arizona Ave., Senita..................................................................$280,000
3.  20543 N. Lemon Drop Drive, Province...............................................$295,000
4.  20643 N. Lemon Drop Drive, Province...............................................$300,000
5.  40040 W. Tamara Lane, Smith Farms..................................................$300,000
Source: MLS, Feb. 13 - March 9 B
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HOME

most expensive HOME SOLD

least expensive HOME SOLD

Previously 
sold for

$196,000 on 
5/10/2005

Previously 
sold for  

$505,000 on 
5/31/2018

   

Materials Inc.
Landscaping & Masonry Supplies

Residential • Commercial

(480) 759-6432
rocknroll@gilanet.net
 Mon-Fri 6am - 4pm

Sat 7am - NoonRockNRollMaterials.com

WHERE DO YOU ROCK? 
Best Display Area in the Valley.

Pavers • Granite • Landscape Supplies
Shade Structures • Artifi cial Turf

WE 
DELIVER 

VALLEYWIDE

(520) 509-7948
• Gas Lines
• General Plumbing
• Reverse Osmosis Systems
• Water Heaters
• Water Softeners
• Camera Sewer Lines, Blockages, 

Breaks & Home Inspections
• Electrical Locating
• Gas Line Locating
• Electronic Leak Locating
• Sewer Locating

24-HR Emergency service

HOURS:
Mon-Fri. 8am-5pm
Sat. By appointmentROC# 259533

44400 W. Honeycutt Rd. Suite 106

MyMaricopaPlumber.com

See Us For All Your 
Plumbing Needs

Quality Plumbing At A Fair Price

Robert Felix & Family
Owner/Operator$100

OFF
A/C Duct Cleaning

Only valid with work performed. Must be presented at time of purchase. Not to be combined 
with any other offers. Not valid on prior services. Call our office for more details.

$50
OFF

Any Appliance Repair
NOT APPLICABLE TO SERVICE CALLS

Only valid with work performed. Must be presented at time of purchase. Not to be combined 
with any other offers. Not valid on prior services. Call our office for more details.

CONTACT US 
TODAY!

ROC#322603 • HVAC#330229

520-462-5302
FelixApplianceRepair.net

$99 Maintenance Plan
Includes 2 Tune-Up Visits

Only valid with work performed. Must be presented at time of purchase. Not to be combined 
with any other offers. Not valid on prior services. Call our office for more details.
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Living and learning
Renaissance man revels in career, personal experiences

BY TOM SCHUMAN
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ALL HIM A RENAISSANCE MAN.
Province resident Doug 

Mossing has seen and done it all 
— well almost, anyway. 

He spent two decades as a real estate 
investor with hands-on property management 
as part of the mix and played a key role in the 
development of Maricopa’s first apartment 
complex. 

He wrote a book, “Successful Real Estate 
Investing in an Ever-Changing Market,” based 
on firsthand lessons learned in the business 
as a licensed general contractor, Realtor, real 
estate broker and home inspector.

But Mossing has plenty of experience in 
life’s pursuits, too.

He’s been a musician for the last 15 years, 
reprising a professional career from 50 years 
ago in his native Ohio, and leads three groups. 

He also travels the globe; he and his wife, 

Cherie, have visited 63 countries. 
“We realize how fortunate we have been,” 

Mossing, 69, says modestly. 
But good fortune comes to those who earn it.

A new home and career
Mossing rode a motorcycle across the country 
in 1980 — all his possessions on the back — 
to house-sit for his parents in Paradise Valley. 
He’s been an Arizonian ever since.

With some accounting experience, he 
started a small bookkeeping service and 
worked for several CPA firms. In that role, he 
met someone involved in real estate and admits 
he “started investing in apartments and houses 
at the worst possible time.”

Between 1983 and 1986, he accumulated 45 
rental units through six apartment complexes 
and two homes. But he bought during a 
“seller’s market,” paying high prices with low 

down payments and substantial mortgages. 
The elimination of the capital gains tax break 
contributed to his accelerating debt.

Mossing decided to pay off the mortgages 
rather than declare bankruptcy. The first three 
years of the payback period, he writes in his 
book, were particularly difficult.

“It took me seven years to dig out of that 
hole, but I paid back everything I owed,” he said.

With lessons learned from his initial 
setbacks, Mossing began successfully investing 
in and managing properties throughout the 
Valley in the early 2000s. He had as many as 
17 people working for him at one time, but he 
was always heavily involved in everything from 
maintenance to collecting rent. 

In the process of compiling his book from 
2000 to 2001, he noted “credit card debt had 
reached unprecedented levels and per-capita 
savings were lower than ever.”

“Because many unworthy people have been 
extended credit in recent years, I predict that 
defaults, foreclosures and bankruptcies will 
increase in record numbers during the 2000s,” 
he wrote at the time. “With that, inflation 
will rise and (predictably) unemployment 
will increase. With increased unemployment, 
the number of defaults, foreclosures and 
bankruptcies will continue to rise.”

That, of course, all came to bear during 
the Great Recession from 2007 through 2009. 
According to a 2011 report by the Federal 
Crisis Inquiry, the period of sharp economic 
decline was brought on by a housing market 
bust after total mortgage debt ballooned due 
to federal policy encouraging home ownership 
and low interest rates. Subprime and adjustable 
mortgages made it possible for borrowers 
who otherwise might not have qualified for 
generous home loans, which they could not 
afford when variable interest rates climbed and 
housing prices stagnated.

Market matters
Real estate market trends have been incredibly 
consistent since the 1930s, according to 
Mossing. The differences occur in just how long 
a seller’s or buyer’s market (for investors) will 
last before a shift takes place.

“It’s a natural progression,” he said. “They 
say the stock market is motivated by greed and 
fear; well, the real estate market is as well. Right 
now, we’re going to continue for two, three, four 
years, then have another bubble. But not as 
significant as 2007 or 2008.  

“Even though markets will go down signifi-
cantly, say in five years or so, it’s not going to 
be as dramatic in communities like Province-
because of the Baby Boomers. They are a huge 
population, and they’re going to keep up the 
demand for this type of retirement community.” 

Maricopa, of course, has been working to 
diversify its housing portfolio. Mossing worked 
part-time for 17 years for Indiana-based 
Englewood Group, serving as the Arizona 
broker for its property management arm. He 
estimates the company had as many as 2,000 
apartment units across the state.

Mossing saw the need for more affordable 
housing alternatives in Maricopa.

“The City had come to that same conclusion. 
Officials really greeted us with open arms,” he 
recalled. “I told Englewood, ‘You guys need to 
explore Maricopa because there is a tremendous 
shortage of apartments there.’” In fact, there 
were none.

Mossing scouted potential sites for the Oasis 
at The Wells complex that opened in 2021. (He 

retired from his work with Englewood in 2019).
The Mossings moved to Maricopa in 2005 as 

an escape from the rapidly expanding Phoenix 
area. Despite the boom in population here, the 
benefits remain, he said.

At the time, his wife was hired as lab 
director at the Casa Grande Medical Center. 
Mossing knew the area from his seven years in 
home inspections.

“We surveyed the whole area and just felt 
the best value was here in Maricopa,” Mossing 
said. “The traffic is nice compared to driving 
through the Valley. Maricopa is kind of on its 
own island and I like that.”

Global perspective
Speaking of islands, the Mossings have visited 
more than a few in their travels. Together for 
two decades, Doug and Cherie have traveled 
every year except for COVID-impacted 2020.

Some trips involve three or four countries 
(Australia, New Zealand and Fiji, for example), 
while others focus on just one. Sardinia and 
Sicily, the two largest Mediterranean Sea islands, 
are a possibility for 2022.

“I think I’ve pretty much completed my 
bucket travel list,” Mossing said, “but Cherie has 
some places she wants to go. We haven’t been to 
India, and Italy is a fantastic place to go. I want 
to go again, especially to Rome. The history of 
the world really soaked in there. You can see the 
evidence, and the Italians really take care of their 
artifacts.”

Mossing has snorkeled on the Great Barrier 
Reef and scuba-dived surrounded by 50 sharks 
(with no cage) in Fiji. That remains one of his 
most exhilarating experiences. 

Those aren’t his only adventures, however.
“We’ve done African safaris in Tanzania, 

Botswana and South Africa, Zimbabwe and 
Zambia. I got to ride in a little  prop plane, and 
we had trouble landing because there was a 
giraffe on the runway,” he recalled. “We walked 
up to cheetahs, and they just sat there and 
watched us.”

The Mossings like to visit art museums and 
bring home souvenirs to remind them of their 
travels. They also enjoy television programs 
such as “The Amazing Race” and seeing sites 
they have visited in person.

Scaling the heights
Closer to home, Mossing is preparing for his 
14th Grand Canyon hike. It’s an avocation he 
says he picked up as soon as he crossed into 
Arizona after coming from the flat landscape of 
northeastern Ohio.

“One time in August, we camped on the 
North Rim. The first night my water froze. 

C

DOUG MOSSING  AT A GLANCE

Age: 69  
Wife: Cherie (20 years) 
Past professions: Accountant, real 
estate investor/broker/property manager, 
general contractor, home inspector 
Current profession:  Musician
Resides in: Province 
Hometown: Lyons, Ohio 
Hobbies: Hiking, traveling, bowling
Favorite meal: Lobster
Favorite country to visit: Tanzania

Province resident Doug 
Mossing moved to 
Maricopa in 2005. He was 
a serious player in the real 
estate industry for years, 
winning, losing and living 
to tell the tale. 

An avid hiker, Doug 
Mossing has made the 
most of his time living  
in the 48th state. 
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By the time we reached the bottom the next 
day, it was 110 degrees — an 80- to 85-degree 
temperature change in eight or nine hours.”

Mossing helps lead a local hiking group and 
enjoys the solitude of being on his own.

“I love it. I love being out in the nature,” 
he said. “Our cabin (in Forest Lakes) is in the 
largest ponderosa pine forest in the world. I go 
hiking by myself. All the animals that you run 
into — mountain lions, bears, hundreds and 
hundreds of elk, maybe a hundred deer. It’s just 
kind of fun to stop and watch them.”

Hiking, he says, has many benefits.
“One of the reasons I hike is because, as a 

saxophone player, I need the cardiovascular 
work. Otherwise, I’m not going to make it those 
eight years (he hopes to continue playing). 

Musical melodies
Mossing started playing the saxophone in 
school. Friends later formed a rock band, where 
he picked up the keyboard and later the flute and 
other instruments. The classic rock focus led to 
as many as 300 gigs a year in Ohio and Michigan. 
Disco and its growing presence in clubs was one 
of the factors leading to a career change.

But 25 years later, a tiny saxophone gift 
from his sister helped reignite his passion. He 
played in a musical group at his daughter’s 
church and “I just felt all the emotion, how 
wonderful it was to perform.”

After moving to Maricopa, he formed 
a band with other Province residents. They 
played as many as 40 times a year before 
COVID. Today, his three bands include 
Jazzona (jazz), 11th Hour (variety dance band) 
and Classic Winds (classical music, show 
tunes and big band songs). They perform 
at corporate events, holiday programs, 
restaurants and more. 

Mossing’s first instrument, the saxophone, 
remains his favorite, leading to a special 
affinity for the Jazzona performances. 

“It’s such a release to perform for people that 
are really enjoying it, and they acknowledge 
you for the work,” Mossing said. “I told [singer] 
Elise [Hurst] I would try to play for another 
eight years; that’s my target. She goes out of her 
way to pick out songs that have really good sax 
parts in them.” 

Just consider it one of many high notes in 
Mossing’s most interesting career and life. 

FAVORITE ADVENTURE

Scuba diving for the first time 
— surrounded by 50 sharks 

in the waters off Fiji.
As part of a 16-person group that first 
traveled to Australia and New Zealand, 
Mossing saw a dive shop sign that 
read: “Shark dive tomorrow. Beginners 
welcome.” A master diver who was part 
of the group said, “Let’s do this.”

“I had done a lot of snorkeling, but 
never had been scuba diving. I had to 
go at 7:30 the next morning for a lesson, 
then do another dive,” he recalls. “There 
were three guides and about 10 of us.

“The sharks knew when the boats 
came around those underwater containers 
with fish that it was time to come and 
be fed. We were in the middle with 
about 50 sharks around us, the biggest 
probably about seven feet. There were 
all kinds of other big fish. That was 
the most exhilarating experience.”

Improved cancer care,  
enhanced services… New name.

Our physicians have deep roots in the Casa 
Grande area, delivering innovative cancer 
care in your community. Offering advanced 
treatments and a variety of services  
including surgery, medical oncology and 
radiation oncology. 
 
•  On-site laboratory services
•  In-house pathology 
•  Home delivery of oral cancer medications
•  Care management team for patient support
 
We’re transforming oncology to better meet 
the needs of those we care for and the 
communities we serve. 

PinalCancerSurgery.com  |  Formerly Alliance Cancer Care and Alliance Surgery Arizona

Carlos E.  
Arce-Lara, MD

Ramon 
Mourelo, MD

Cancer Clinic 
1876 E. Sabin Dr., Suite 10 
Casa Grande, AZ 85122  

P (520) 836-9800 

Surgery Clinic 
1281 E. Cottonwood Lane 
Casa Grande, AZ 85122 

P (520) 876-0416

Proud to serve 
patients at our two 

locations:

19756 N. Maricopa Rd, Suite 100

(480) 251-4231 • DayvMorgan@gmail.com 

NoInvestors.com

DAYV 

MORGAN

ABR, CDPE, CSSPE

OWNER, REALTOR

®



Why list your home with  

Maricopa’s #1 Realtor?

Help your home sell faster and at a higher price  

with a few simple upgrades:

NEW PAINT • NEW FLOORING • NEW APPLIANCES  

NEW CABINETS • NEW COUNTERS

As your Realtor I will pay for the remodel, and you 

reimburse me once the house sells.

• Get up to $10,000 at  

0% interest for remodeling

• Flip your own home with no  

out-of-pocket cost

• Increase your home’s value  

& marketability

BEFORE BEFORE

BEFORE BEFORE

AFTER AFTER

AFTER AFTER
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Danger in the 
air for older 
Americans

BY AL BRANDENBURG

H ERE IN ARIZONA, WE ARE ALL 
exposed to desert dust every 
time the wind blows. This can 
lead to lung problems such as 

Valley Fever (a fungal infection) and chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). 

Older Americans who regularly breathe 
even low levels of pollution from smokestacks, 
automobile exhaust, wildfires and other 
sources face a greater chance of dying early, 

according to a recent study by researchers at 
the Health Effects Institute. The group, funded 
by the Environmental Protection Agency as 
well as automakers and fossil fuel companies, 
examined health data from 68.5 million 
Medicare recipients across the United States.

Researchers found if the federal rules for 
allowable levels of fine soot had been slightly 
lower, as many as 143,000 deaths could have 
been prevented over the last decade. 

At the outset of the pandemic, when 
lockdowns were widespread, places that 
had been saturated with pollution suddenly 
cleared. The sky over Los Angeles turned 
blue. Snow-capped mountain ranges normally 
obscured by pollution glistened. The reason, 
of course, is hardly anyone was driving. It will 
be interesting to see if the push toward electric 
automobiles and solar and wind power will be 
as beneficial as promised.

Burning fossil fuels, whether in an 
automobile or home furnace or power plant, 
produces copious amounts of fine particulate 
pollution. Earlier research found exposure to 

particulate matter contributed to about 20,000 
deaths a year in the United States. Other studies 
have linked fine soot pollution to higher rates 
of death from COVID-19. 

A new study is the first in the United States 
to document deadly effects of the particulate 
matter known as PM 2.5 (so named because its 
width is 2.5 microns or less) on people who live 
in rural areas and towns with little industry. 

The national standard for PM 2.5 is set at 
a yearly average of 12 micrograms per cubic 
meter, a level higher than that recommended 
by the World Health Organization. 
Researchers concluded that 143,257 deaths 
could have been prevented between 2006 and 
2016 if the standard had been tightened to 10 
micrograms. 

And then there is the wildfires near cities 
that have become almost commonplace in the 
West. In 2021, the reach and intensity of the 
dangerous air pollution they produce was the 
worst on record. 

Americans in populous, urban areas 
endured smoke for longer than previous 
years. Some places experienced unhealthy or 
hazardous air from wildfires for the first time. 

By law, the EPA is required to review the 
latest science and update the soot standard 
every five years. The previous presidential 
administration opted not to strengthen the 
standard when it conducted the most recent 
review, despite growing scientific evidence of 
the harm to public health caused by particulate 
matter. 

The current administration has increased 
regulation of emissions from power plants, 
factories and other industrial sites as part of 
its strategy to address environmental change. 
According to the EPA. the agency is expected 
to propose a draft rule by summer and to issue 
a final rule by the spring of 2023 to reduce air 
pollution from all sources.  

Sources: AARP, medicinenet.com, arstechnica.com, 

consumer.healthday.com 

Al Brandenburg is a member of Maricopa 
Community Advocates.

InMaricopa.com/Columnists

SENIORS

Medical alert 
devices:  

Do you need one? 
BY RON SMITH

L AST WEEK, I WAS HELPING MY 
wife install a home key box for a 
Province resident when she asked 
me what I knew about medical 

alert systems. It was a good question. I knew 
quite a bit about them 10 or 12 years ago when I 
did the research to pick a system for my mother 
who lived alone in Florida. 

The stimulus was a fall my mother 
sustained in her home. She was on the floor for 
hours before a neighbor found her. She ended 
up being OK, thanks to the neighbor, but my 
sister and I both lived hours away and knew the 
odds of another fall were good. We researched 
medical alert systems to help our mother and 
give us peace of mind.  

About that time, the first systems including 
a fall detection option along with a monitoring 
service were being introduced. Along with 
her panic button and monitoring pendant, we 
installed a Realtor-style lockbox with a key for 
her door. A few years later, she fell getting out 
of bed and broke her hip. This time, the medical 
alert system quickly summoned medics, who 
used the key from the lockbox to get into the 
house. The service dispatcher had given the 
lock box code to the medics when they were 
dispatched. The fall detection and the lock box 
did their job.

The home key box I installed for our 
neighbor was purchased through a program 
offered by Maricopa Seniors Inc. and the 
Maricopa Fire & Medical Department. The 
home key box provides an alternative to a 
forced entry resulting in a quicker response 
and no damage to the front door. These 
boxes can only be opened by a member of the 
Maricopa Fire Department. For individuals 
living alone, this is a great program and very 
affordable. 

You should consider the medical alert 
device, too. Why? Because about 20,000 
people die from unintentional falls every 
year. The U.S. Center for Disease Control and 
Preventions says one-fourth of Americans age 
65 and older fall each year. About $50 billion is 
spent annually on medical costs related to non-
fatal fall injuries, with $754 million spent on 
fatal falls. If you have fallen once, the chances 
of another fall are good.

In simplest form, a medical alert device has 
a button that when pushed communicates to a 
24/7 emergency monitoring service. The service 
determines your status and places a call to 
dispatch an emergency response unit to aid you.

Modern medical alert systems now come in 
many forms. For example, some smart watches 
can provide the fall detection, GPS location 
finder and communication to allow a person 
to maintain an active lifestyle in and out of the 

home. (And it doesn’t shout “I’ve  
fallen, and I can’t get up!”) All those features can 
cost a bit, but how much do you value peace of 
mind for yourself and your loved ones?

Before deciding on a solution, consider 
your lifestyle, budget and possible medical 
conditions.  Your lifestyle will help determine 
what kind of alert you need. Are you primarily 
a homebody or are you regularly on the go? 
Devices are available for both. 

Source: MaricopaSeniors.org for home key box info
AARP.org/livable-communities/housing/info-2020/home-
fit-guide for home safety assessment

Ron Smith is a living-in-place advocate, a 
member of the Age-Friendly Maricopa Advisory 
Committee, a Certified Aging-in-Place Specialist 
and a Certified Living in Place Professional.

InMaricopa.com/Columnists

WHAT YOU  
NEED TO KNOW  
BEFORE BUYING  
AN ALERT DEVICE

GPS. GPS is probably not needed by 
people who primarily stay in or near 
their home. But they should check the 
communication range of a system to 
communicate with the base console. 
People living in a large house or who 
are often outside definitely need to 
consider communication range. Those 
on the go probably want to have GPS 
tracking and will need to consider 
what underlying technology (3G, 4G, 
5G) is used for communication to 
their monitoring service. For home 
systems, check the system battery life 
for backup if the power should go out.  

Waterproof. An alert system 
device needs to be waterproof 
so it can always be worn in the 
shower or at the pool or beach.

Fall Detection. Fall detection is 
the game changer. Based on the 
circumstances around a fall you might 
be unconscious or unable to push a 
button. Like your car’s automatic crash 
detection, your fall detection system 
can make the call for you. Good systems 
rely on multiple technologies to better 
assess the situation and minimize 

false alerts and possible charges for 
unnecessary emergency responses. 
Some older systems have added fall 
detection through additional devices 
rather than having a single integrated 
device. Some systems may only alert 
an emergency contact rather than a 
24/7 emergency response center.

Cost. Be ready for a monthly cost of 
$50 to $75. There may also be upfront 
costs for equipment or activation. 
Consider what benefits or other 
options are included in the cost. For 
example, sometimes spouses are 
free. The plan might include caregiver 
tracking, medication reminders, 
extra devices, a choice of cellular 
networks or extra wellness features.

Redundancy. Check to see if the 
service has multiple emergency 
response centers in case one goes 
offline due to a power outage.

Comfort. Comfort is one of the 
most important considerations. A 
device cannot help if you are not 
wearing it. So, prioritize comfort and 
convenience and don’t let social 
stigma keep you from enjoying the 
peace of mind, independence and 
safety these devices can provide.

520.868.6180520.868.6180

Maricopa’s
Full-Service

G L A S S
Company

ROC 222193 CR65 *  Licensed *  Bonded *  Insured *  Master Auto Glass Techs

www.LizardHG.com

Home
• Dual Panes (Insulated Glass)
• Fogged Windows
• Single Pane Windows
• Window Repairs/Replacements
• Window Retrofi ts
• Custom Shower Doors/Enclosures
• Multi-Slide Patio Doors
• Enclosed Patios
• Table Tops
• Shelves
• Mirrors

Business
• Mirrors
• Transaction Windows
• Desk Tops
• Display Cabinets
• Entrance Doors
• Mail Slots
• Store Fronts

Auto
• Window Replacement
• Windshield Repair
• RVs
• Luxury Vehicles
• Heavy Equipment
• Insurance Accepted
• Mobile Service

Service At A Higher Level

Over
25 years
experience

Let us
SHOW YOU

what service 
SHOULD be!
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4
Maricopa Historical 
Society Meeting 
5 p.m., Redwood Room
Maricopa Library & Cultural Center
18160 N. Maya Angelou Drive

5
Maricopa City Council meeting
7 p.m., City Hall 
39700 W. Civic Center Plaza

8
MOPS (a group for 
moms) meeting 
9 a.m., Copper Sky
44345 W. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

11
Maricopa Planning & Zoning 
Commission meeting
6 p.m., City Hall 
39700 W. Civic Center Plaza

Friends of the Library meeting
5:30 p.m., Maricopa Library 
& Cultural Center
18160 N. Maya Angelou Drive

13
MUSD Governing Board meeting 
6:30 p.m., Maricopa Unified 
School District Office 
44150 W. Maricopa-
Casa Grande Hwy.

19
Friends of the Library 
Mini-Book Sale
10 a.m.  
Maricopa Library & Cultural Center
18160 N. Maya Angelou Drive

Maricopa City Council meeting
7 p.m., City Hall 
39700 W. Civic Center Plaza

22
MOPS (a group for moms) meeting
9 a.m., Copper Sky
44345 W. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

27
MUSD Governing Board meeting 
6:30 p.m., Maricopa Unified 
School District Office 
44150 W. Maricopa-
Casa Grande Hwy.

Sundays
Narcotics Anonymous
7 p.m., Maricopa Community Church
44977 W. Hathaway Road

Mondays
Alcoholics Anonymous
6 p.m., Community of Hope Church
45295 W. Honeycutt Ave.

Narcotics Anonymous 
7 p.m., Maricopa Community Church
44977 W. Hathaway Road

Tuesdays
AARP Tax-Aide Income Tax 
Preparation (until April 13)
9:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.
Maricopa Library & Cultural Center
18160 N. Maya Angelou Drive
 
Celebrate Recovery 
Small Group Meeting 
5 p.m., Maricopa Community Church
44977 W. Hathaway Ave.

Maricopa Cruise-in
5 p.m., Parking lot behind 
Burger King
20699 N. John Wayne Pkwy.

Alcoholics Anonymous
6:30 p.m., Mountain View 
Community Church
50881 W. Papago Road

Wednesdays
AARP Tax-Aide Income Tax 
Preparation (until April 13)
9:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.
Maricopa Library & Cultural Center
18160 N. Maya Angelou Drive

Al-Anon — New Beginnings
10 a.m., Maricopa Library 
& Cultural Center
18160 N. Maya Angelou Drive

Thursdays
Maricopa Police Cadets meeting
6 p.m., Maricopa High School
45012 W. Honeycutt Ave.

Teen Support Group
6:30 p.m., Northern Lights Therapy
21300 N. John Wayne Pkwy., 
Suite 103

For details on these and other local events — and to list your own — 
visit InMaricopa.com/Calendar. 8

THINGS TO DO THINGS TO DO

Alcoholics Anonymous
7 p.m., Mountain View 
Community Church
50881 W. Papago Road

Narcotics Anonymous
7 p.m., Maricopa Community Church
44977 W. Hathaway Road

Fridays
Al-Anon — Strength & Home AFG
7 p.m., Community of Hope 
45295 W. Honeycutt Ave.

Alcoholics Anonymous
7 p.m., Mountain View 
Community Church
50881 W. Papago Road

Saturdays
AARP Tax-Aide Income Tax 
Preparation (until April 13)
9:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.
Maricopa Library & Cultural Center
18160 N. Maya Angelou Drive

ALL EVENTS ARE TENTATIVE

CARPET • TILE • LAMINATE • VINYL PLANK • WOOD 

Move Furniture for Free

FREEFREE
Free In-Home Shopping

SHOPPING

FREE 
IN-HOME

Next Day installation

NEXT DAY
INSTALLATION

Today

WE BRING SAMPLES TO YOU

ExpressFlooring.com

Schedule your FREE in home estimate
AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK

713-538-1149

Waterproof 
vinyl plank and 

laminate fl ooring

Take an additional

500$ OFF

2 years 0% Financing 
Get your new fl oors

50for as
low as

per
month

$
OAC. See website for details

CARPET 
INSTALLATION

FREE

BIG
SALE!

CARPET • TILE • LAMINATE • VINYL PLANK • WOOD

Public services, 
teacher and 
government 

discounts available

Following All CDC Guidelines

5 Star Rating
According to the independent marketing firm “So Tell Us”

Move Furniture for Free

FREEFREE
Free In-Home Shopping

SHOPPING

FREE 
IN-HOME

Next Day installation

NEXT DAY
INSTALLATION

Today

WE BRING SAMPLES TO YOU

ExpressFlooring.com

Schedule your FREE in home estimate
AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK

Waterproof
vinyl plank and 

laminate fl ooring

CARPET 
INSTALLATION

FREE

BIG
SALE!

Following All CDC Guidelines

5 Star Rating
According to the independent marketing firm “So Tell Us”

Move Furniture for Free

FREEFREE
Free In-Home Shopping

SHOPPING

FREE 
IN-HOME

Next Day installation

NEXT DAY
INSTALLATION

Today

WE BRING SAMPLES TO YOU

ExpressFlooring.com

Schedule your FREE in home estimate
AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK

Waterproof
vinyl plank and 

laminate fl ooring

CARPET 
INSTALLATION

FREE

BIG
SALE!

Following All CDC Guidelines

5 Star Rating
According to the independent marketing firm “So Tell Us”

Move Furniture for Free

FREEFREE
Free In-Home Shopping

SHOPPING

FREE 
IN-HOME

Next Day installation

NEXT DAY
INSTALLATION

Today

WE BRING SAMPLES TO YOU

ExpressFlooring.com

Schedule your FREE in home estimate
AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK

Waterproof
vinyl plank and 

laminate fl ooring

CARPET 
INSTALLATION

FREE

BIG
SALE!

Following All CDC Guidelines

5 Star Rating
According to the independent marketing firm “So Tell Us”

(623) 303-8450
Move Furniture for Free

FREEFREE
Free In-Home Shopping

SHOPPING

FREE 
IN-HOME

Next Day installation

NEXT DAY
INSTALLATION

Today

WE BRING SAMPLES TO YOU

ExpressFlooring.com

Schedule your FREE in home estimate
AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK

Waterproof
vinyl plank and 

laminate fl ooring

CARPET 
INSTALLATION

FREE

BIG
SALE!

Following All CDC Guidelines

5 Star Rating
According to the independent marketing firm “So Tell Us”

Move Furniture for Free

FREEFREE
Free In-Home Shopping

SHOPPING

FREE 
IN-HOME

Next Day installation

NEXT DAY
INSTALLATION

Today

WE BRING SAMPLES TO YOU

ExpressFlooring.com

Schedule your FREE in home estimate
AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK

Waterproof
vinyl plank and 

laminate fl ooring

CARPET 
INSTALLATION

FREE

BIG
SALE!

Following All CDC Guidelines

5 Star Rating
According to the independent marketing firm “So Tell Us”

*

*

*

*

*Minimum purchase required. Free installation 
only on in-stock carpet. Other discount on product 
only. Offer good at initial consultation. Promotions 
may not be combined with any other discounts or 
promotions. Residential projects only. Financing 

options available only with approved credit (O.A.C.) 
See website for details and limitations.

Brand new styles 
and colors!

Up to

OFF66%

#InMaricopaEggHunt 
coming in April

Serving families while 
honoring traditions.

Locations:
• Casa Grande (2)
• Eloy
• Coolidge
• Ajo
• Maricopa offi ce*

Family Owned & Operated
Mt. View Cemetery & Crematory

Owners Jerry and Janet Warren

Providing families with solutions at a time of loss.

520-836-8041
www.JWarrenFuneral.com

*44400 W. Honeycutt Road • Suite 102

45+ yrs 
Serving Our 
Community
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Meeting at Leading Edge Academy
18700 N. Porter Road

(520) 485-7962
PropelChurchAz.com
Download our app:  Propel Church AZ

SUNDAY 
SERVICE

10:00 am

CITY COUNCIL
Vote Manfredi
602-373-9996
VincentManfredi.com

CLEANING — RESIDENTIAL 

(571) 245-0546 or (571) 264-7710 
    FamilyMattersHouse@gmail.com

FamilyMattersHouseCleaning.com

Call/Text 
for 

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Reliable, 
Ethical, 

Honorable & 
Affordable

ULTIMATE HEALTHY 
HOME SERVICE.

(602) 805-0300 • MAIDS.COM
Text “Quote” to

(800) 843-6243

CONCRETE

SALT RIVER CONCRETE LLC

• Sidewalks
• Pool Deck
• Acid stain
• Patios

• Flagstone 
• Concrete
   resurfacing
• Driveways

ROC # 
257673

480-560-7514 • SaltRiverConcrete.com

CONVENIENCE STORE

Vekol Market

Breakfast & Lunch 
Served Daily!

Open 6 a.m. M-F and 
8 a.m. Sat. & Sun.

47021 W. Farrell Road
520-568-1654

COPY SERVICES/SHIPPING
The UPS Store #5140
20987 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite B-104
502-568-5712
TheUpsStore.com 

COUNSELING 

• Mental Health Services • Ages 6 and Up
• Offer Cash Pay Rates

info@northernlightstherapyaz.com

• In-Network with 
BCBS & Aetna

DAYCARE/ PRESCHOOL 

16540 N. Porter Road
(520) 423-9383

DENTISTS / ORTHODONTIST

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway • Unit 117
(520) 316-6111

TreasuredSmilesChildrensDentistry.com

DRYER VENT CLEANING
Mr. Appliance of Maricopa
520-635-2400
MrAppliance.com

ELECTRICIAN

Commercial and Residential 
Electrical Contractor

Call ME at
(602) 396-8209
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

ROC 271982

Locally Owned and Operated Franchise 
Lic# 149003, 149004

24 Hour Emergency Service
Residential & Commercial

(520) 216-5648
MrElectric.com/Phoenix-Metro

EMERGENCY SERVICES
Maricopa Fire Department 
520-568-3333

Maricopa Police Department 
520-316-6800

Poison Control
800-222-1222

ENTERTAINMENT

PLAY FOR ALL.
HARRAHSAKCHIN.COM

Must be 21 years of age or older to gamble. Know When To Stop Before You Start®.
Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-522-4700 or 1-800-NEXT STEP.

©2021 Caesars License Company, LLC.

PLAY FOR ALL.

(707) 346-1167

TheIndigoBallroom.com

MANDI LOPEZ

D
A

N
C

E
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G

A

EQUIPMENT RENTAL 

Tractors | Combines | Hay Tools

Parts | Service | Sales 

480-725-7131 empireag.com

FINANCIAL PROTECTION

JIMMY RIOS
480-935-6049

Jimmy@NextLevelCredit.net
SYLVIA RIOS

480-341-2901
Sylvia@NextLevelCredit.net

NextLevelCredit.net

FITNESS

We welcome you to the 

City of Maricopa!

44345 W. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

(520) 316-4600

CopperSkyMaricopa.com

COMCSRC

®

FLOORING 

Express Flooring
(520) 487-1393

Free In-Home Estimates 
on Floor and Installation

We Bring The Store To Your Door!

Contact us for your  
FREE virtual estimate

        (520) 840-0050
CustomFlooringAz.com

RIVAS
FLOOR COVERING LIMITED

QUALITY PRODUCTS • INSTALLATION • REPAIRS

Francisco (Frankie) Rivas Cortez
rivasfl oorco@gmail.com
520-560-1158 ROC# 335486

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FUNERALS

Serving families while 
honoring traditions.

44400 W. Honeycutt Road, Suite 102
520-836-8041

JWarrenFuneral.com 
Family owned & operated

FURNITURE
Lina Home Furnishings
4711 East Ray Road
Ahwatukee
LinaFurnishings.com

GARAGE DOORS
Iconic Garage Door Services
520-416-4220

GLASS

•GLASS •WINDOWS
•CUSTOM SHOWER DOORS

(520) 582-4176
FiveStarGlazing.com

LICENSED � BONDED � INSURED � ROC# 325447

FIVE STAR GLAZING

Mobile Repair Service:
• Cracked Windshield
• Chipped Windshield
• Windshield Replacement

(520) 568-3933 • ImpactWindshield.com

Business Directory
ACCOUNTING

• Small Business Accounting
• Tax Planning • Consulting
• Tax Preparation

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 110

520-568-3303 | CSCPAGroup.com

ADVERTISING

Maricopa. Delivered.
44400 W. Honeycutt Road, Suite 101

520-568-0040
InMaricopa.com/Advertising

AESTHETICIAN 

41600 W. Smith Enke Road

Bldg 14, Suite 3

(520) 464-6193

MaricopaWellnessCenter.com

Schedule a 
free evaluation 
– By Appt Only

AIR CONDITIONING

(520) 497-6262
info@brewersac.com

BrewersAC.com

EST 1982

(520) 462-5302

FelixApplianceRepair.net

CONTACT US
TODAY!

Military and Senior Discount
ROC#330229  ROC#322603

Robert Felix
Owner/Operator

Quality service at a fair price

Fully licensed and bonded

ROC#294841

• Service and Repair

• Replacement

• New Home Construction

• Free Estimates

520-213-5021

ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE

975 E Riggs Road | Ste 3
Chandler

(480) 857-5999
 

4802 E Ray Road | Ste 3
Ahwatukee

(480) 581-8111

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

(520) 568-2224 • MaricopaAnimalHospital.com
20035 N. John Wayne Pkwy

Call for an appointment!

APPLIANCE REPAIR/SALES

Felix Appliance Heating & Air
520-462-5302
FelixApplianceRepair.net

Local and Dependable
520-635-2400

MrAppliance.com

ATTORNEY 

Angel A. Raymond, Esq., Managing Attorney

44400 W. Honeycutt Road, Suite 110
Offi ce@AARaymondLaw.com

(520) 208-2274 • AARaymondLaw.com

• WILLS/LIVING TRUSTS/POWERS OF ATTORNEY

Call to set a meeting at our Maricopa offi ce 
(480) 345-7032

BresnehanLaw.com

• PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

AFFORDABLE

AQUARIUM 

 Aquarium Design for Home/O� ice
 Aquarium Maintenance

CHAD DUPZYK 
(520) 200-1506

AUCTION

LIQUIDATE AZ
12501 N Murphy Rd. Suite E
Auction@LiquidateAZ.com
www.liquidateaz.com

SPECIALIZES IN:
• AUCTIONS • BUYOUTS • CONSIGNMENTS 
• ESTATES • LIQUIDATION • WHOLESALE

AUTOMOTIVE PARTS/REPAIR/
SERVICES

12501 N. Murphy Rd.
(520) 252-3566

We Do It All! • Not Just Street Bikes
Performance Engine Building

Quality Craftsmanship • Certifi ed

info@apcycle.com
APCycle.com

Hidden ValleyHidden Valley
Auto PartsAuto Parts

Since 1961

★ USED AUTO PARTS ★
WE BUY JUNK CARSWE BUY JUNK CARS

53501 W. Jersey Drive • 520-568-2945
HiddenValleyAutoParts.com

Family Owned & Operated

We won’t be undersold by our competition!

(520) 779-5300
19945 N John Wayne Pkwy

Iconictire.com

*Please note: Not all services are o� ered at every Ji� y Lube® service center. Please call ahead to ensure the service you are looking for is available.

 YOU CAN DO MORE IN A JIFFY.™

Ji� y Lube Signature 
Service® Oil Change

Air Conditioning Services

Air Filtration Services

Battery Maintenance 
& Replacement

Brake Services

Cooling System Services

Drivetrain Services

Fuel System Cleaning
Service

Light Replacement

Serpentine Belt Service

Suspension Services

Tire Rotation Services

Transmission Services

Windshield Services

WE DO MORE THAN JUST

OIL CHANGES

JL_PRFMultiServicePoster_MECH.indd   1 5/16/19   3:49 PM

42100 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.
(520) 635-6257

www.jiffylubearizona.com

No Appointment Necessary!
Call for hours of operation.

$1999
Jiffy Lube Signature Service® Oil Change

Service includes up to 5 quarts of Service Pro® Synthetic Blend Motor Oil (5w20 or 5w30) 
and multi point inspection. Most vehicles. Other brands of oil available at additional charge. 
Shop fees apply. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Coupon Required. Valid at all 
Phoenix Metro Valley Locations. Exp. 6/30/2020                                             CODE: 3842SP

All Phoenix Metro Jiffy Lubes are locally owned by the Bové family. Jiffy Lube, the Jiffy Lube design mark and Jiffy Lube Signature 
Service® are registered trademarks of Jiffy Lube International, Inc. ©2020 Jiffy Lube International, Inc.

No Appointment Necessary!
Call for hours of operation

42100 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.

(520) 635-6257
JiffyLubeArizona.com

AVIATION 

Priscilla Ribic
OWNER

32514 W. Bud Road
(Ak-Chin Regional Airport)

(907) 947-7830 Call/Text
fl y@alphakiloaviatin.com

AlphaKiloAviation.com
BAKERY

Miss Bugs Treats
602-410-9420
Facebook.com/missbugstreats

CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. John Donohue DC, CCSP, FIAMA, MUA, GIC, CMVI

Auto, Sports 
& Family Care

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 109 
520-494-7788 • MaricopaChiropractor.com

CHURCH

Pinal County Cowboy Church

PinalCountyCowboyChurch.com

Pastor Tim Pruit
18171 W Hopi Dr, Casa Grande
(520) 560-2639
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Joshua Del Cotto

(480) 420-8725
info@teamrppc.com

Interior 
& Exterior

VANEGAS PAINTING

(520) 216-4229
VanegasPaintingLLC.com

✓Exterior & Interior
✓Prep for Perfection

Quality Professional PainterQuality Professional Painter

PEST CONTROL

             
             
             
             
             
             
             

   ARIZONA     

          BUG GUYS     

          ArizonaBugGuys.com

Locally Owned 
Pest Control and Bird 

Proofi ng Service.

We Get the Job Done !

ArizonaBugGuys@gmail.com

$35 per spray

100% Satisfaction 
or your money back.

www.AZBugFree.com
(520) BUG-FREE

®

PHARMACY

Sun Life Health
Open to the Public
44572 W. Bowlin Road
520-350-7646
SunLifeHealth.org

PHYSICIANS 

21300 N. John Wayne Pkwy., Suite 123

(520) 709-3106
www.AffCard.com

Affi liated Cardiologists
of Arizona

Put your heart in the best hands

Zaher Akkad, M.D., F.A.C.C.

• Accepting New Patients
• Annual Physicals/Medicare Wellness Exams
• Sick Visits/Chronic Disease Management
• Prescription Refi lls/Sports Physicals
• Next Day Appointments (within 24 hours)

20928 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite C4
480-306-5151

AmericanMedicalAssociatesAZ.com

Health Matters
9180 E. Desert Cove
Suite 105 
Scottsdale
480-993-3331
HealthMattersAZ.com

Maricopa Foot and Ankle
21300 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite 126
520-494-1090
MFAAC.com

Pinal Cancer & Surgery Center
Cancer Clinic
1876 E. Sabin Dr.
Suite 10
Casa Grande
520-836-9800

Pinal Cancer & Surgery Center
Surgery Clinic
1281 E. Cottonwood Lane
Casa Grande
520-876-0416

44572 W. Bowlin Road 
(520) 568-2245 
sunlifehealth.org

Primary Care & Pharmacy
HEALTH STARTS HERE

Sun Life Health
Gynecology - Obstetrics
44765 W. Hathaway Avenue
520-788-6100
SunLifeHealth.org

20046 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 102
520-497-4575 • ZuwaFamilyCare.com

YOUR HEALTH IS YOUR REAL WEALTH

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Victor Moreno Photography
602-723-4338

PLUMBING
My Maricopa Plumber 
44400 W. Honeycutt
Suite 106
520-509-7948 
MyMaricopaPlumber.com

POOLS

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRSMAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

ThinLinePools.com
(480) 331-2568

POWERSPORTS

ATVs • UTVs • Side x Sides • GEM

3151 N. Piper Ave. Suite #119 
Casa Grande 

(520) 836-1971

5365 W. Van Buren St. 
Phoenix 

(602) 272-5551

Two locations to better serve you:

www.icpolaris.com

PRINTING

2450 S 24th Street
Phoenix 85034
(602) 231-8525

   Steve Haire Local Resident

Steve@BenchmarkPrinting.net

BenchmarkPrinting.net

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

• Promotional Products   
• Apparel • Printing • Signage

44400 W. Honeycutt Road, Suite 102
520-568-0040 • Market247365.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Experienced • Reliable • Trustworthy

Brokerage Owners are local Maricopa Residents

(520) 432-0089 • Crestpp@gmail.com
CrestPremierProperties.com

El Dorado Holding, Inc.
602-955-2424
ElDoradoHoldings.net

BUY • SELL • PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

(480) 877-9814 • Office@MoxieRealEstate.com

MoxieRealEstate.com

REALTORS

Carlisto Real Estate Group
(480) 695-3792 • CarlistoTeam.com

Manny Jim JamesAshley

Serving Maricopa since 2005
Brokered by Hague Partners

72SOLDWORKS.COM

Each Office Independently 
Owned and Operated

HarrisAZHomes.com

Sheila Harris
REALTOR®

(602) 309-8923
Sheila@HarrisAZHomes.com

Maricopa’s #1 Realtor
Dayv Morgan

OWNER, REALTOR

�

�

MaricopaHomeSmart.com

480-251-4231
DayvMorgan@gmail.com

19756 N. John Wayne Pkwy., Suite 100
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Business Directory

Service At A Higher Level
AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS

ROC 222193 CR65 
★ Licensed ★ Bonded ★ Insured 

★ Master Auto Glass Techs

520-868-6180 ★ LizardHG.com

W INDOW T INTING 
  by Rosie

• Mobile Service
• Residential

• Auto
• Commercial

ROSIE CHAPARRO

1790 N. Pinal Avenue • Casa Grande
(520) 705-6263

WindowTintingByRosie.com
Licensed & Insured • Credit Cards Accepted

GOVERNMENT
City of Maricopa
39700 W. Civic Center Plaza
520-568-9098
Maricopa-AZ.gov

HARDWARE

21542 N. John Wayne Parkway
(520) 494-7805

MaricopaAce.com

Delivery and Curbside Pickup Available

HOME IMPROVEMENT

RENOVATIONS
ARICOPA

REMODEL

FLOORING
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS

(520) 895-2672
ROC #294216

LOCALLY OWNED

(602) 540-0722

Commercial 
& Residential 

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
ROC# 336437

MdaDrywallLLC@yahoo.com

 Magdiel Vazquez

Weatherproof LLCWeatherproof LLC
(800) 230-5341       (480) 823-1138(800) 230-5341       (480) 823-1138

WeatherproofRoofi ngAndPainting.com
We Fix Roof Leaks!We Fix Roof Leaks!

ROC #317976                                         ROC #317977ROC #317976                                         ROC #317977

★★  Roofi ng – Tile Roof Specialist; Roofi ng – Tile Roof Specialist; 
Shingle, Flat & Foam RoofShingle, Flat & Foam Roofss

★ ★ Exterior House PaintingExterior House Painting

HOSPITALS 

19060 N. John Wayne Parkway
info@ehc24.com

(520) 534-0700
ECHMaricopa.com

24/7 ER

HOME LENDING

INSURANCE

14620 W. Maricopa-Casa 
Grande Hwy, Suite 105

(520) 568-2270
TroyMauser@Allstate.com

   /mauseragency
Agents.Allstate.com/

Troy-Mauser-Maricopa-az.html

(520) 350-8436
bburks@HealthMarkets.com

www.HealthMarkets.com/BBurks

Bonita Burks 
Licensed Insurance Agent - AZ

• Medicare
 üAdvantage
 üSupplement Plans
 üPrescription Drug Plans
• Individual Health Insurance

(520) 568-6750 
www.GloriaDSmith.com

 
41704 W Smith Enke Road, Suite 100

Independent Insurance Broker
GLORIA SMITH

• Prescription Plan
• Medicare Supplement

• Medicare Advantage 
Plan (HMO/PPO)

Insurance and 
Consulting Services, LLC

Jamie Brisbin, CPCU
Agent
21300 N. John Wayne Pkwy
Ste 103

(520) 568-0100
JamieBrisbin@sfmaricopa.com

INTERNET
Orbitel Communications
21116 N. John Wayne Parkway
Suite B-9
520-568-8890
OrbitelCom.com

LANDSCAPING 

Distinctive Earthscapes, Inc.

6855 N. Overfi eld Rd., Casa Grande
(520) 723-4480

DistinctiveEarthscapesAtTheAvocado.com

OPEN: 
Mon.-Sat.

Donovan's Landscaping LLC
480-250-9732
DonovansLandscaping.com

480-388-9345
PrestigeLandscaping.us

Commercial or Residential
Quality Work • Affordable Prices

Call to schedule a consultation

Licensed & Insured BL#20160937 • Not AZ ROC Listed

mike’s
irrigation

AND MORE!

Exclusively Serving the 
Residents of Maricopa

(520) 788-2396
Irrigation, Sod & Landscaping

INSURED & BONDED

Materials Inc.
Landscaping & Masonary Supplies

Residential • Commercial

(480) 759-6432
rocknroll@gilanet.net
 

Mon-Fri 6am - 4pm
Sat 7am - Noon

RockNRollMaterials.com

WE DELIVER VALLEYWIDE

info@maricoparocks.com

MaricopaRocks.com
NONPROFITS

Against Abuse, Inc.
PO Box 10733
Casa Grande
520-836-1239
Against-Abuse.org 

American Legion Post 133
44240 W. Maricopa-Casa
Grande Hwy.
520-208-6434
ALPost133AZ.org

Be Awesome Youth Coalition
520-428-7750
BeAwesomeYouth.life 

Blue Star Mothers of Maricopa, AZ 
#7 
PO Box 1397

Copa Shorts Film 
Shelley Gillespie
520-568-0199  
CopaShortsFilmFest.org 

Family, Friend & Neighbor COAP
402 E. 10th St., Casa Grande
520-836-0736
UnitedWayofPC.org

F.O.R. Maricopa
PO Box 82
520-251-0226
ForMaricopa.org

The Friends of the Maricopa 
Public Library 
520-568-8094

Maricopa Historical Society
Paul Shirk, President
909-260-3020
MHS50.com

Maricopa Lions Club
614-738-8312
e-clubhouse.org/sites/maricopa

Maricopa Little League
425-780-3858
MaricopaLittleLeague.com

Maricopa Veterans Center 
44240 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.
520-404-6672

Relay for Life Maricopa
800-227-2345
RelayForLife.org/MaricopaAZ

The Streets Don’t Love You Back
Po Box 1093
TheStreetsDontLoveYouBack.com 

Veterans of Foreign Wars
44240 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.
602-920-3933

Zonta Club of Maricopa
520-705-0057
Zontaaz.org/Maricopa-club
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advertiser index
Business Directory
Moxie Real Estate
Bryan Adams
480-877-9814
MoxieRealEstate.com

(480) 703-3316
scook1247@gmail.com

EstrellaGinAz.com

Shane Cook
Commercial Realtor™

Brian Petersheim
REALTOR, ABR, CNE

(602) 206-9644

MaricopaNewHomes.Net

RECYCLE

45030 W. Edwards Ave.
(520) 424-5976

We buy your Junk!
Appliances, metals and much more.

Mon.-Fri. 8am – 5pm
Sat. 8am – 3pm  

RESTAURANTS

21423 N. JOHN WAYNE PARKWAY #102
(NW corner of Smith Enke Rd and Route 347)

(520) 568-7700
ORDER ONLINE @ROSATISPIZZA.COM

19975 N John Wayne Pkwy
(520) 412-1157

RiliBTacoShop.com

DRIVE THRU, 
TAKEOUT, 
DELIVERY

SALON

Microblading | Powder Brows | Lip Blush

41640 W. Smith Enke Rd, Suite 105

(321) 427-3558
aznaturalbrows.com

BOOK
ONLINE

Great eyebrows don’t happen by 
chance, they happen by appointment.

SCHOOLS

41735 W. Alan Stephens Parkway

520-265-5589

www.aplusaz.org

Preparing Students for the Future

Principal Rachele Reese

Grades 7-12

Almentia Academy

Private Online School K-12
P.O. Box 925

Maricopa, AZ 85138

480-577-2831
AlmentiaAcademy.com
Where the Learning Never Stops!

Butterfield Elementary School
43800 W. Honeycutt Road
520-568-6100
BES.MaricopaUSD.org

Central Arizona College
17945 N. Regent Drive
520-494-6400
CentralAZ.edu

Desert Sunrise High School
16200 N. Murphy Road
520-509-0400 

Desert Wind Middle School
35565 W. Honeycutt Road
520-568-7110
DWMS.MaricopaUSD.org 

18700 N. Porter Road
520-568-7800 

LeadingEdgeAcademy.com

Maricopa Elementary School
18150 N. Alterra Parkway
520-568-5160
MES.MaricopaUSD.org

Maricopa High School
45012 W. Honeycutt Ave.
520-568-8102
MHS.MaricopaUSD.org

Maricopa Unifi ed School District #20
44150 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.

520-568-5100 • MaricopaUSD.org

Maricopa Virtual Academy
44150 W. Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy.
520-568-5194 

Maricopa Wells Middle School
45725 W. Honeycutt Ave.
520-568-7100
MWMS.MaricopaUSD.org

42798 S. 99th Ave
(520) 568-2280 • MobileEsd.org

Pima Butte Elementary School
42202 W. Rancho El Dorado Parkway
520-568-7150
PBES.MaricopaUSD.org

RAM Academy
45012 W. Honeycutt Ave.
520-568-8100
MHS.MaricopaUSD.org

Saddleback Elementary School
18600 N. Porter Road
520-568-6110
SES.MaricopaUSD.org

Santa Cruz Elementary School
19845 N. Costa del Sol
520-568-5170
SCES.MaricopaUSD.org

Santa Rosa Elementary School
21400 N. Santa Rosa Drive
520-568-6150
SRES.MaricopaUSD.org

19265 N. Porter Road
Elementary (520) 568-9333
Secondary (520) 568-2112

      SequoiaPathway.org
SPORTS

MARICOPALITTLELEAGUE.COM

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 
@MARICOPALL

Boys & Girls ages 4-18
T-Ball, Baseball & Softball divisions

STORAGE 

we’ve got the space you need!

20215 N. John Wayne Parkway
(520) 582-0479 • cubesmart.com

TATTOO

19428 North Maricopa Road

(520) 217-4286
RedemptionTattooAZ@icloud.com

TAX SERVICES

• Small Business Accounting
• Tax Planning • Consulting
• Tax Preparation

21300 N. John Wayne Parkway, Suite 110

520-568-3303 | CSCPAGroup.com

 TOWING

44852 W. Edwards Ave
HarveysWayTowing.comHarveysWayTowing.com

• Tire Changes
• Jumpstarts
• Lock-outs

FREEFREE Abandoned Vehicle Removals Abandoned Vehicle Removals

UTILITIES 

Available 24/7 at www.ed3online.org 
Billing Inquiry Hours (520) 424-9021
Mon-Fri: 6am-8pm • Sat-Sun: 6am-5pm
After Hours – ONLY Emergency Outage Service
Email us at customerservice@ed-3.org
 
Report an Outage 24/7
Outage Center - www.ed3online.org
Use Mobile App
Call (520) 424-9021

Billing & Emergency
(866) 940-1102

After Hours Emergency
(480) 898-4007

GWResources.com

This ad could be 
yours for less than 
½¢ per household

520-568-0040   
Advertising@InMaricopa.com

This ad could 
be yours for 
about 4¢ per 
household.

(520) 568-0040 
Advertising@InMaricopa.com
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trending
Serving Students in Preschool-1st Grade
MUSD Dual Language Immersion Program 

BENEFITS PROGRAM FEATURES
• Higher self esteem and confidence
• Improved reading abilities
• Better problem solving
• Improved cognitive stimulation
• Higher levels of engagement
• Promotes bilingualism and biliteracy 
• Greater cultural competency

The Dual Language Immersion Program introduces preschool, kindergarten, and first grade 
students to the world of bilingualism, biliteracy, and cultural competency. Students receive 
instruction and explore content in English/Spanish to develop building blocks that will 
prepare them to be fluent speakers of a second language.

• English/Spanish programming
• Certified teachers
• Research-based curriculum
• Instruction and assessment in two languages
• Students communicate in two languages;  

gain fluency in the second language     
• Planned implementation through Grade 5
• Open enrollment*

LEARN MORE 
Visit www.musd20.org/duallanguage 

RESERVE A SPACE 
Email us at duallanguage@musd20.org
Program located at Santa Rosa Elementary School  
To register for preschool, kindergarten, or first-grade  
Dual Language Immersion classes call 520-568-6150.
Serving Students in Preschool-1st Grade 

* Preschool: Tuition is $620/month for children 
ages 4 & 5 

  Kindergarten and First Grade: Tuition-free for 
children age 5 before Sept. 1, 2022  

NOW 
REGISTERING  

for the 2022-2023 
School Year.
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PLAY FOR ALL.

*Valid on select positions. Visit Human Resources for details and qualifying criteria. Must be 21 or older to gamble and take advantage of any offer.

Know When To Stop Before You Start.® Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-522-4700 or 1-800-NEXT STEP. ©2021 Caesars License Company, LLC. 

WE ARE
HIRING

UP TO $1,500
SIGN ON BONUS*

LOOKING FOR FUN? 
APPLY TODAY!

GENEROUS BENEFITS . COMPETITIVE SALARIES
CAREER ADVANCEMENT

JOIN THE CAESARS ENTERTAINMENT FAMILY WITH OVER 55+ LOCATIONS ACROSS THE COUNTRY 
OPENING DOORS TO UNLIMITED POSSIBILITIES.

APPLY
ONLINE

SCAN THIS CODE OR VISIT
Harrahsakchin.com
(Click on careers at the bottom of the page.)

CALL WITH QUESTIONS:
480-802-5017

parting shot

History on the rails
An eastbound Amtrak rolls through town just after sunrise in February, right past  

Corey Nation's backyard. He took the shot with his Samsung Galaxy s21.

Have a great photo of Maricopa?  
Submit it to Photos@InMaricopa.com for  
consideration as next month’s “parting shot.”
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WATCH A HEARTWARMING VIDEO 
AT 72SOLD.COM ABOUT HOW THIS 
CHANGED THE WINNERS’ LIVES
Eileen and Eloy refinanced their home to send their granddaughter 

to college... then fell behind because the payments were too high. 

At risk of losing their home, they saw the “Win 72 

Months Free House Payments” in 72SOLD Super 

Bowl commercials, entered... and WON!! 

PROUD TO  
ANNOUNCE  
OUR WINNERS
72 FREE HOUSE PAYMENTS

Teresa and Greg 

Hague Present the 

Winners!

®

LEARN HOW THE WINNERS’ SON HEROICALLY 

GAVE HIS LIFE IN SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY. 

WATCH THE VIDEO AT 72SOLD.COM


